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WELCOME back to the 
Vestacare Stadium after 
an enforced lay off last 
week when the match 
against Hemel had to be 
postponed.

I can’t ever remember it 
being as cold as it was 
towards the end of last 
week when we had to 
cope with that bitter 
wind.

Because of the snow, we 
could’nt really see any 
of the pitch until Sunday 
night when the rain came 
so it was no surprise that 
most matches were called 
off.

We now face one of the 
fancied teams in League 
One this year, York City 
Knights, who have a 
strong link with Hull 
Kingston Rovers via dual 
reg and who came close 

to beating the highly-
fancied Bradford Bulls in 
their first league game.

We know we will have 
to be at our best to win 
today but we also know 
that the same applies to 
the Knights. It should, 
hopefully, be a good 
contest and a good advert 
for League One.

Last week provided 
challenges for us in 
terms of training and on 
Saturday we went to do 
a session at the Marvin 
Greaves boxing gym in 
Hollinwood.

The lads got a lot out of 
it. Its always good to do 
something differently 
every now and again. It 
was really good and an 
even better effort from 
all concerned just to get 
there, given the atrocious 
weather and closure of 
the M62.

Most of you will have seen 
the recent rumblings in 
the press about Super 
League wanting to alter 

the financial distributions 
and the structure of the 
league competitions, 
among other things.

Well, there isn’t a lot to 
report at present other 
than to reassure people 
that clubs outside of 
Super League are very 
much as one and fully 
intend to stick up for each 
other, which is never a 
bad starting point.

As someone who has 
been around for a while 
and who has seen this 
kind of thing before i can 
only reiterate what I have 
said on many occasions;  
going back to what we 
had previously is not a 
step forward. The whole 
game needs to be moving 
forward together. Fingers 
crossed.

Enjoy the game and get 
behind the lads as we aim 
for another win.

Christopher Hamilton
Chairman
Oldham Rugby League 
Football Club

HOW CHRIS
SEES IT
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VIEW FROM DRESSING ROOM 
AND DUG-OUT . . . 
this week head coach
SCOTT NAYLOR

Muse Developments Ltd are 
sponsors of head coach 

Scott Naylor and his 
assistant Peter Carey

HELLO everyone and 
welcome to the Vestacare 
Stadium for today’s game 
against York City Knights, 
our first of 13 home games 
in Betfred League 1.

It was disappointing to 
have last week’s game 
against Hemel postponed 
because of the atrocious 
weather, but it’s nice to 
be at home again today in 
front of our home fans on 
the new pitch in the newly-
refurbished ground.

The Knights will be tough 
opponents, as they proved 
on the opening day of the 
season when they went 
so desperately close to 
overturning Bradford Bulls, 
Betfred’s red-hot favourites 
for the title.

As far as we are concerned, 
the lads are feeling more 
and more comfortable with 
every game we play here, 
which is very important 
when you glance at the 
fixtures and see that two of 
our last three home games 
are against Whitehaven 
and the Bulls. I’ve said it 
before and I’ll say it again;

we need to make this place 
a fortress.

So far I think we’ve 
performed at a pretty high 
level, especially to win at 
Rochdale (Law Cup) and 
up at Whitehaven on the 
opening day of the league 
season, but I also think we 
have so much more to give 
and that, as the season 
goes on, the quality of our 
rugby will improve and so 
will its consistency. 

Hopefully, we will hit our 
best come the start of the 
play-offs in late September. 
That’s when we need to 
peak.

It’s going to be a long, 
tough season with a lot 
of travelling to places like 
Workington, Llanelli (West 
Wales Raiders), Coventry, 
Hemel, Newcastle and 
London and a constant flow 
of games from February 
until October without any 
real breaks.

That’s why, as I’ve said 
before, the size of the 
squad is important as well 
as the dual-registration 
agreement we have with 

Salford Red Devils, not to 
forget having loan spots 
available if needed.

We should be strong for 
every game we play, and 
with the backing of great 
support both home and 
away - it was exceptional 
up at Whitehaven - I feel 
sure we’ll be knocking on 
the promotion door come 
September.

Enjoy today’s game - and 
many thanks for your 
support,

Scott
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PHIL Joy might be a 
FORWARD, but he’s living 
proof (see pictures) that 
The Oldham Times is right 
BEHIND the Roughyeds in 
our quest  to  have a great 
season in 2018 and to go 
flat out for promotion from 
Betfred League 1.

The local weekly, launched 
by Newsquest nearly six 
months ago, is one of our kit 
sponsors this season and is 
featured on the rear of  both 
the home-kit shorts and the 
away-kit shorts, as Phil was 
happy to demonstrate.

Editor of The Oldham Times, 
Ian Savage said: “We are 
delighted to be one of the 
sponsors of Oldham Rugby 

League Club’s new kit. The 
club is an integral part of 
the town and is enormously 
important to the sporting 
community.

“As the only local weekly 
community newspaper in 
the borough it is fantastic 
that The Oldham Times is 
supporting and working so 
closely with the club.

“Here’s to a successful 
season ahead.”

Oldham RL Club chairman 
Chris Hamilton said: “We are 
delighted to add The Oldham 
Times to our portfolio of 
corporate sponsors for 2018. 
They have already been a big 
supporter of the club and we 

look forward to working with 
them moving forward.”

Main shirt sponsors are 
Regenda Homes and the 
others are Hanlon and 
Wright of Dukinfield; Oasis 
Academy Oldham; Premier 
SSangYong; H Mullaney and 
Son of Mossley; and the 
University of Salford.

Most of our 24 contracted 
players are sponsored 
individually, but still available 
are Gareth Owen, Ben 
Davies, Danny Rasool, Joe 
Martin and Ben West.

To sponsor, or to find more 
information, please ring the 
club office at 07904 898177.Pictures courtesy of The Oldham Times

The Oldham Times is right
behind us, just ask Phil !
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WE go to Betfred Championship side 
Halifax in the fourth round of the Ladbrokes 
Challenge Cup on Sunday March 18th, 3pm 
kick off.
Scott’s boys gave the blue-and-whites a good 
run for their money in each of their three 
clashes at The Shay when we were in the 
Championship in 2016 and 2017.
In regular-season games, Fax won 12-6 in 
2016 and 16-14 in 2017, but a little easier in the 
Championship Shield of 2016, 32-18.
“We went close to winning there last year and 
we did okay at The Shay generally over the 
two seasons we were in the Championship,” 
said Oldham chairman Chris Hamilton.
“It’s a tough one, obviously because they’re a 
side from the upper end of the Championship, 
but we’ll be going there to have a real go and 
we’ll see what happens.

“It will be a quick return to his former club 
by Luke Nelmes and I’m sure our three latest 
signings, Zack McComb, Ben West and Joe 
Martin, who are all Halifax lads, will be happy 
about it, too.”
Full draw:
Hunslet v Bradford Bulls; Barrow v Sheffield 
Eagles; Workington Town v London Broncos; 
Halifax v OLDHAM; Kells v Toronto Wolfpack; 
North Wales Crusaders v Featherstone 
Rovers; Coventry Bears v  Pilkington Recs; 
Whitehaven v Dewsbury Rams; Normanton 
Knights v Rochdale Hornets; Batley Bulldogs 
v Leigh Centurions; Doncaster v Newcastle 
Thunder; York City Knights v Swinton Lions.

Our challenge at The Shay



8

DEBBIE Abrahams, MP 
for Oldham East and 
Saddleworth, has helped 
the club to mark its 20th 
anniversary by writing 
an introductory article 
in a new book titled, 
‘Roughyeds - Against 
All The Odds’, that 
chronicles the club’s 
history.

Debbie, who attended a 
special gala dinner held at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, 
Oldham in November, 
said: “It was such a 
pleasure to rub shoulders 
with many great people 
who’ve been part of the 
Roughyeds’ story over the 
last 20 years.

“The atmosphere at the 
dinner was amazing 
and it was so much fun 
listening to the many 
stories being shared 
between supporters past 
and present, who all 
share a common bond; 
an absolute love of rugby 
league.

“As I said in the book, 
Rugby League is 
interwoven into Oldham 
life and adds to our rich 

history. It is a part of our 
community and I very 
much look forward to 
the next 20 years and 
beyond.”

Club chairman Chris 
Hamilton said: “This latest 
book by Craig Halstead 
is another cracker. The 
title underlines the 
obstacles the club has 
had to overcome just 
to exist. And the tales, 
reminiscences and 
memories of so many 
people who have been 
directly involved with 
the club will bring our 
adventure against all the 
odds back to life for all 
Oldham RLFC fans.

“It’s a great read and a 
must for Roughyeds fans 
young and old.”

A fascinating insight into 
the launch of the ‘new’ 
club, and its early days, 
is provided by former 
director Sean Whitehead, 
who also has some 
revealing things to say 
about  Chris, who has had 
an official and unbroken 
connection with the club

from day one and is still 
its chairman and owner.

The book’s author, Craig 
Halstead, said: “It was 
with great pleasure that 
I accepted an invitation 
by Chris Hamilton to tell 
the story of the club’s 
fortunes over the last 
20 years. I thoroughly 
enjoyed talking, among 
others, to past and 
present Oldham players 
who have worn the jersey 
with pride and passion.

“Through them, I have 
attempted to give an 
insight into what the club 
has achieved and what it 
has had to overcome since 
it was launched in 1997. 
My thanks to everyone 
who has contributed and 
best wishes to the club for 
the next 20 years. Happy 
reading. Hope you enjoy 
the memories!”

‘Roughyeds -- Against All 
The Odds’ costs £12.95 
and can be purchased 
at the club (tel: 07904 
898177) or on match 
days or on line via the 
club website at www.
roughyeds.co.uk

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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Roughyed Fan Focus: 
Caroline Stone

www.roughyeds.co.uk

Q Can you remember your first 
Oldham game?
That’s easy. The promotion final against Keighley 
Cougars at Whitebank.  I’d moved up to the 
North West in 2016 and my partner had been an 
Oldham fan for years.  He asked me if I wanted 
to go and watch the match and I was really up 
for it.

Q Had you been to a Rugby League 
game before?
No, I don’t think I’d ever really seen the game.  
I’m from a small place just outside Norwich 
and watched RU games such as England at 
Twickenham.  I’d also been a season ticket 
holder at Norwich City for five or six years.

Once I’d seen that Keighley game though I was 
hooked.  I loved the atmosphere and interaction 
with the players, the whole experience was really 
entertaining. Since that day I think I’ve only 
missed three or four games.

Q Most memorable game?
I’ll never forget that first one, it helped with us 
winning the game and everyone was so happy.  
Since then there are a couple that stand out.  
The Bradford game at Bower Fold when Kieran 
Gill scored that try.  Wow!

Then there was the second to last game in 2006 
against Whitehaven where we stayed up in the 
Championship.  There was so much tension and 
when the hooter went everyone was bouncing 
around on the terraces.  We’ve watched the 
match video a lot and every time we notice 
someone new in the crowd going crazy.

Q Favourite player?
From the ones that left last season, Sammy Gee, 
I really wish he hadn’t retired. In the current 
squad, Nealo is a big player for us and I love 
Benty.  From what I’ve seen of the new signings, 
Zack McComb and Ben West look like they’ll 
have a great season. 

Q Do you have funny match-day 
story?
Last year when we were fighting for survival, 
we played Batley away and I didn’t think we’d 
win there.  I said that if we did, I’d streak across 
the pitch. In the second half we staged a great 
comeback to draw the game.  As the points were 
going in I got a text off a mate saying “OMG get 
your kit off”! I’ve never been so relieved that we 
didn’t win!

Q What are your expectations this 
season?
I’m very hopeful and so far so good. We seem 
to have a strong squad and if we can compete 
against the top teams in the league there’s no 
reason why we can’t go for that top spot.

Q Any thoughts on being back in 
Oldham at the Vestacare Stadium?
It’s great, it’s a tidy little stadium and the 
improvements to the playing surface and club 
house make a big difference. We were chatting 
to the Featherstone Lions fans last week at the 
cup game and they were very complimentary 
about the place.

Up the Yeds!

Caroline Stone



10

www.roughyeds.co.uk

GEORGE COWBURN continues his 
series in which he looks at
Oldham’s contribution to major
events in RL history

IN 1957, when Oldham RL 
Club was a power in the 
land, the club had five 
players in the Great Britain 
team which played France 
twice in November that 
year.

The “famous five” were 
full-back Bernard Ganley, 
centre Alan Davies and 
forwards Ken Jackson, Sid 
Little and Derek Turner.

On November 3 Great 
Britain journeyed to the 
Stade Municipal in Toulouse 
and defeated France 25-14. 

Oldham’s players 
accounted for 19 points 
with Ganley kicking five 
goals and he, Davies and 
Turner each scoring a try, 
which was then worth three 
points.

In the return fixture at 
Central Park, Wigan on 
November 27, Great Britain 
triumphed 44-15. Ganley’s 
ten goals remain a record 

against France which he 
shares with Jonathan 
Davies. Tries by Alan Davies 
and Turner saw Oldham 
players scoring more than 
half their country’s points.

In 1958, at the Stade Des 
Alpes in Grenoble, four 
of the five retained their 
places in a 23-9 victory.  
Ken Jackson missed out. 
Ganley weighed in with 
four goals and Turner 
scored his customary try.

What of the players 
themselves?

Alan Davies was, in most 
peoples eyes, the best 
centre ever to play for 
Oldham and his Test record 
bears that out.

At a time when he faced 
stiff competition from other 
greats such as Neil Fox and 
Eric Ashton, Davies played 
20 times for Great Britain 
while he was at Oldham.

When Oldham’s ‘famous five’ 
twice floored the French . . . 

 With 391 appearances for 
the club - 174 tries and one 
goal - he was an original 
member of the club’s Hall 
of Fame, and rightly so. 
With plenty of pace, good 
hands and a significant 
physical presence, he had 
all the skills plus ebullience 
and confidence a-plenty to 
make a great centre.

In any discussions about 
the greatest goalkicker in 
Rugby League, Bernard 
Ganley’s name will always 
be to the fore.

In the club’s ‘End of an Era’ 
brochure commemorating 
the last match at 
Watersheddings, that 
doyen of Rugby League 
historians Robert Gate 
wrote of Bernard: “He just 
had to look at the posts 
and it was a goal”.

In the 1957-8 season Ganley 
became the first player to 
kick 200 goals in a season 
for a club and his total of 
219 goals has only been 
beaten by the 221 kicked 
by Salford’s David Watkins 
in 1972-3. Needless to say, 
Ganley is Oldham’s record 
points scorer with 2,761 
comprising of 1,358 goals 
and 15 tries in his ten years 
at the club.



11

www.roughyeds.co.uk

IF the cap fits . . . left to right: Bill Howard (club official), Ken Jackson, Alan Davies, Sid Little,
Derek Turner, Bernard Ganley. Picture courtesy of the Oldham RL Heritage Trust.

Ken Jackson was a local 
lad who signed from 
amateur club Waterhead 
in 1950. It took him a little 
time to cement his position 
in the side but once 
established the open-side 
prop was a fixture until his 
retirement.

A real grafter, he helped 
his hooker Jack Keith 
to ensure Oldham got 
plenty of possession from 
the scrums as well as 
contributing fully on attack 
and defence.

In addition to his two Tests 
against France, Ken went 
on the 1958 Great Britain 
tour to Australia. Sadly, 
a serious leg injury early 
in the tour meant he was 
unable to add to his Test 
appearances. Ken

made 243 appearances for 
Oldham, scoring 24 tries.

Sid Little joined Oldham 
in 1952 from Harlequins 
Rugby Union club and 
enjoyed eight seasons 
at Watersheddings, 
appearing 249 times 
and scoring 49 tries. An 
ex-RAF pilot, he was a 
fast running forward who 
formed a formidable 
second-row partnership 
with Charlie Winslade. 
Sid played ten times in 
a row for Great Britain, 
surprisingly mostly at 
blind-side prop.

Derek “Rocky” Turner 
played only four 
seasons for Oldham but 
his leadership, fierce 
determination and no 
little skill made the loose-

forward the cornerstone 
of the Oldham team of the 
mid to late fifties.
Like Alan Davies, Turner 
faced fierce competition 
for his Test place from the 
likes of Johnny Whiteley 
and Vince Karalius  but he 
still played in 11 Tests while 
at Oldham and would have 
toured Australia  in 1958, 
having been selected, had 
he not been injured. He 
went on to tour in 1962, 
by which time he was with 
Wakefield.
An inspiring, forceful 
leader, Derek made 134 
appearances for Oldham, 
scoring 35 tries and one 
goal.
Oldham back then were 
not only the talk of the 
town but one of the best 
footballing sides ever to 
grace our great sport.



centre spread
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We would also like to take 
this opportunity to give 
our appreciation to Joseph 
Parr Ltd, who have kindly 
sponsored us and presented 
us with a lovely new kit.

At Mayfield, based in Derker, 
we are very lucky to be 
involved in a school-to-club 
link with Oldham St Anne’s.

We have a very healthy 

interest in rugby league at 
our school and we have lots 
of children playing regularly. 
This year, we have improved 
greatly in sports generally, 
but especially so in rugby 
league.

In so doing we recently 
finished as runners-up in the 
Oldham Schools’ Cup after a 
very close final.

We wish Oldham RLFC good 
luck for the 2018 season and 
hopefully we can help to 
shape some rugby league 
stars of the future.

Mayfield Primary love
their rugby league

MAYFIELD Primary School would 
like to thank Oldham RLFC for 
inviting us to be involved in the 
curtain-raiser for today’s game 
against York City Knights. 
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ONE-TIME fans’ favourite 
Lucas Onyango, the 
Kenyan winger who 
had six good seasons 
with Oldham, is back 
at the club to assist the 
coaching and backroom 
staff on match days.

Since leaving Roughyeds 
for Oxford at the end 
of the 2012 season, he’s 
qualified to work in sport 
with a degree in coaching 
and sports development 
and a masters in exercise 
and sports science.

Aged 36, his playing 
days are over, but he is 
keen to find his feet in 
a sporting environment 
and what better place to 
try, he said, than the club 
for which he scored 73 
tries in 108 appearances 
between 2007 and 2012 
and appeared in three 
Grand Finals in 2007, 
2009 and 2010.

Said club chairman Chris 
Hamilton: “Lucas got in 
touch a few weeks ago to 
say he would like to get 
involved again at the club.

“We are more than happy 
to help him with that so 
he will be assisting initially 
at home games in and 
around the dressing room 
and from the bench.”

Lucas watched the 
Keighley Cougars pre-
season game and he was 
in action for the first time 
at the cup-tie against 
Featherstone Lions, 
helping with the warm-up 
and other duties during 
the game.

He said: “I loved my 
time with Oldham 
and although I live in 
Manchester I’ve always 
regarded Oldham, town 
and club, as my second 
home. It’s great to be 
back here.

“I’ve been coaching young 
people at the Mancunians 
club, but it will be 
brilliant to be back with 
the Roughyeds and in a 
professional environment.

“I loved my six years at 
the club and it brought 
back a lot of memories 
when I was on the pitch 

at the Featherstone Lions 
game and some of the 
fans recognised me and 
acknowledged me. I think 
it was Kev and his group. 
That was nice, really nice.

“As for the pitch, what a 
beauty ! Had it been down 
in my day I’d have scored 
a hundred tries !”.

Injury interfered with his 
last two seasons with us, 
but over the four seasons 
2007 to 2010 inclusive 
he scored 62 tries in 87 
games - a superb ratio of 
tries to games.

Fans’ favourite Lucas 
back at the club
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Through the Years…  Oldham v York Oldham Rugby League Heritage Trust 

Kevin Flanagan fends off Billy Harris as Kevin Taylor and Geoff 
Clarkson look on.   29.02.1976. 

Vince Nestor receives 
a pass. 

 28.08.1961. 

Frank Pitchford touches 
down with Alan Davies  

in support. 
   07.03.1956. 

Left:  Adam Robinson makes the hard 
yards.   30.03.2008. 

 
 

Below: Wayne Kerr goes over for a try 
in the first match at Whitebank.  

09.05.2010. 

Left: A try for Mo Agoro.    
18.05.2014. 

 
Below: George Tyson takes on the 

York defence. 21.09.2014. 
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Our Visitors
York City Knights 

First formed as York 
Football Club in 1868, the 
Knights are celebrating 
their 150th anniversary 
this year.

Ownership changes at 
the end of 2016 led to 
an unsettled 2017 pre-
season for York but they 
almost managed to turn 
adversity into triumph by 
reaching the semi-finals 
of the League 1 promotion 
play-offs.  Whitehaven’s 
golden point drop-goal 
from Steve Roper cruelly 
ended their promotion 
hopes after an epic battle 
at the Recreation Ground 
and a game that lasted a 
full 105 minutes.

Coach James Ford has 
sought to build a team 
for 2018 that can battle it 
out for promotion places 
and push for a return to 
the Championship after 
an absence of 5 years.  
Former Hull KR players 
Ben Cockayne, Graeme 
Horne and Will Jubb 
should bolster Ford’s 
squad and with a dual 
registration agreement 
in place with Hull KR, a 
wealth of Super League

talent is available to the 
Yorkshire club.

Colton Roche, a prop-
forward who played two 
games for Oldham in 
2012, has joined York on 
a month’s load period 
from Huddersfield Giants, 
similarly, so has Aussie 
Kieren Moss from Hull KR.

Round 1 of this years 
Betfred League 1 
competition saw York 
host relegated Bradford 
Bulls at Bootham 
Crescent.  A close game 
ensued with Bradford 
taking the spoils with 
the last kick of the game 
and a 22-20 win.  York 
were left lamenting 
disallowed scores and 
considered themselves 
unlucky.  Impressively, the 
game was played in front 
of 4281 spectators, the 
highest home attendance 
achieved by the Knights 
for a competitive match 
since the club re-formed 
in 2003.

Challenge Cup action 
followed the Bradford 
game and a trip up to 
Askam in Cumbria.  The 
amateur side were beaten 
64-4 and the Knights 

have been rewarded for 
their efforts with a round 
4 tie against Swinton 
Lions.

The weather conditions 
resulting from the so-
called beast-from-the 
east meant postponed 
fixtures for all League 
1 clubs in round 2 last 
weekend. Today should 
see a return to action for 
both sides and York will 
be looking to build on 
the encouraging start to 
their current campaign. 
They visit the Vestacare 
Stadium today for the first 
time since 2015 hoping 
to put a dent in Oldham’s 
equally promising start.

James Ford has praised 
Oldham’s two shut-out 
games so far this season, 
impressed by the fact 
that both Whitehaven and 
Featherstone Lions failed 
to register points. Quoting 
Oldham as favourites for 
today’s game, he went on 
to say that his side would 
need to be right on the 
money to have a chance 
of recording a win in 
Oldham.
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Three to watch
York City Knights 

33yr old Derbyshire born hooker with bags of experience.  
Began his career at Hull KR before moving to Barrow Raiders 
in 2007. Spent three seasons in south Cumbria where he 
scored 53 tries in 94 appearances, leading his club to the 
Championship title in 2009 and claiming the division’s man of 
steel award along the way.

Spells with Super League sides Harlequins and Wakefield 
Wildcats followed before joining Featherstone Rovers in 2012.  
Joined York in 2018 after coming out of retirement which was 
seen as a major coup for the Knights.

Andy Ellis

A product of his local amateur side Normanton Knights, 33yr 
old Cockayne began his professional career with time at 
Hunslet Hawks and Doncaster before landing a contract at 
Hull KR.

A full-back or wing, he went on to play over 200 times for the 
Robins and score 71 tries in two periods at the club. 

Released from Craven Park at the end of the 2017 season, he 
was quickly snapped up to play for York in 2018.

Came through the academy system at Hull KR and made his 
Super League debut for the side in 2014. 

A brief loan spell with Coventry Bears was followed by a move 
to Halifax in 2015 where he helped his new club achieve a top 
four Championship place.

Released by ‘Fax in June 2017 due to work commitments 
outside the game, a move to York benefitted the player due to 
reduced travelling from his home in Hull.

Ben Cockayne

Connor Robinson



GET YOUR SUMMER BASH TICKETS FROM ROUGHYEDS AND YOU'LL BE
SUPPORTING YOUR CLUB FINANCIALLY AS WELL AS IN PERSON

We hope to take a large
following to Blackpool next
Saturday, May 27 for our clash
with Hornets (2.30) in Summer
Bash. There are three more
games on the same day,
making tickets terrific value for
money.

The more tickets we sell the
better we do financially so it
helps YOUR club if you get
your tickets from us.

Season-ticket holders go free.
Saturday tickets for everybody
else (four games) cost £20 or
£30 (adults) and £10 or £15
(concessions).

To get your tickets ring
Roughyeds on 07904 898177
between 9.30am and 1.30pm
on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday next week 
and between 9.30am and
3.30pm on Friday. 

But hurry, tickets are selling
well and time is running out.

The players will wear, for this
match only, shirts sponsored
by TLH Auctioneers of
Chadderton --- the latest
addition to our sponsorship
portfolio.

TODAY'S game and the
next two -- versus
Rochdale and Swinton  -
-- represent three of the
most important clashes
of the season, given that
Batley and our two
derby rivals are close to
us in the Championship
table.
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WE confirm that, as in previous years, the 
RFL has granted dispensation for our use of 
the Vestacare Stadium in 2018 although it 
doesn’t have the requisite 500 seats.
The club acknowledges the stadium doesn’t 
meet RFL minimum standards in terms of 
Betfred League 1 seating capacities and says 
it is grateful to the game’s governing body 
for granting the dispensation.

In reaching that decision the RFL took into 
account recent investment in the stadium 
and its subsequent refurbishment.

News of the RFL’s green light was another 
huge tonic for the club in the run-up to the 
first home league game of 2018.

••• 
FOLLOWING our two latest wins - 14-0 at 
Whitehaven and 42-0 in the cup against 
Featherstone Lions -- fans have been 
wondering when we last ‘nilled’ opponents  
in successive matches.

It last happened in 1963 against York at 
Watersheddings (17-0) and then away at 
Whitehaven (19-0). Before that, you have to 
go back to 1956.

Since Oldham RLFC (1997) was launched, 
the closest we had come to it previously 
was in 2001 when we beat Queensbury 64-0 
in the Challenge Cup and then demolished 
Chorley Lynx 56-2 in the next game.

Vestacare Stadium granted 
RFL dispensation



5 FREE  
ODDS BOOSTS 
EVERY ROUND 

The power to boost  
your odds instantly

LADBROKES CHALLENGE CUP

Ladbrokes Challenge Cup Odds Boost: Max stake for Odds Boost £200. Staking limits may apply. Five Odds Boost tokens will appear in your My Account for the start of each respective round of the Ladbrokes Challenge Cup. Applies to singles only. 
Ladbrokes rules apply. Full details at ladbrokes.com. 18+ PLEASE BET RESPONSIBLY begambleaware.org - Need Help? Call the National Gambling Helpline on 0808 802 0133.

97983L_Challenge Cup_A5.indd   1 26/01/2018   11:41
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Date Time Opponents Result Attn.

FEBRUARY
Sunday 18 3.00pm Whitehaven RLFC A 14—0 (Won) 785

Sunday 25 3.00pm Featherstone Lions 
(Challenge Cup Round 3) H 42—0 (Won) 364

MARCH
Sunday 4 3.00pm Hemel Stags H Postponed -

Sunday 11 3.00pm York City Knights H

Sunday 18  3.00pm Halifax (LCC, rd 4) A

Sunday 25 2.30pm North Wales Crusaders A

Friday 30 3.00pm Bradford Bulls A

APRIL
Sunday 8 3.00pm Hunslet RLFC H

Sunday 15 3.00pm Keighley Cougars H

Sunday 29 3.00pm Workington Town A

MAY
Sunday 6 3.00pm Newcastle Thunder H

Saturday 19 3.00pm West Wales Raiders A

Sunday 27 3.00pm Doncaster RLFC H

JUNE
Sunday 10 3.00pm Coventry Bears A

Sunday 17 3.00pm London Skolars H

Sunday 24 3.00pm Hunslet RLFC A

JULY
Sunday 1 3.00pm Workington Town H

Sunday 8 3.00pm West Wales Raiders H

Sunday 15 3.00pm Keighley Cougars A

Sunday 22 3.00pm North Wales Crusaders H

Sunday 29 3.00pm Doncaster RLFC A

AUGUST
Sunday 5 2.00pm Hemel Stags A

Sunday 12 3.00pm Whitehaven RLFC H

Sunday 19 3.00pm Newcastle Thunder A

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 2 3.00pm Coventry Bears H

Sunday 9 3.00pm York City Knights A

Sunday 16 3.00pm Bradford Bulls H

Sunday 22 3.00pm London Skolars A



growth in online traffi c 
since our launch in 
September 2017 now 
boasting over 49,000* 
unique browsers a month! 

WHATEVER THE WEATHER, NIGHT OR DAY, 
365 DAYS A YEAR, 24/7, WE’RE THERE FOR YOU

+

ONLINE | MOBILE | SOCIAL MEDIA | PRINT | LEAFLETS | EVENTS

TheOldhamTimestheoldhamtimes

theoldhamtimes.co.ukco.uk

Source * Adobe Analytics Jan 2018 (growth based on Sep 17 – Jan 18)  

unique browsers a month! 



 

OLDHAM
RLFC

1. Kyran Johnson Mick Harrop 1. Ash Robinson

2. Dave Eccleston Les and Eileen Davison 2. Ben Cockayne

3. Matt Reid  Les and Eileen Davison 4. Brad Hey

4. Jack Holmes David and Val Webster 5. Judah Mazive

5. Steven Nield Clarice Stevens 6. Connor Robinson

6. Paul Crook Rita Walton 8. Adam Robinson

7. Dave Hewitt Chris Noble MBE 9. Andy Ellis

8. Phil Joy Oldham Past Players Association 10. Graeme Horne

9. Gareth Owen Sponsorship available. Ring 07904 898177 11. Joe Batchelor

10. Adam Neal Mike, Viv and Jenny Travis 12. Sam Scott

11. Craig Briscoe Neil Gibbison 13. Tim Spears

12. Danny Langtree Neil, Charlotte and Rosie Haigh 14. Harry Carter

13. Jack Spencer Graeme Lee 15. Chis Siddons

18. Ben Davies Sponsorship available. Ring 07904 898177 16. Ronan Dixon

19. Adam Jones Anne Kearns 17. Joe Porter

20. Matty Wilkinson John and Lynda McAndrew 19. Mike Kelly

21. Kenny Hughes Rita Walton 20. Will Jubb

22. Danny Rasool Sponsorship available. Ring 07904 898177 21. Rory Dixon

23. Luke Nelmes John and Lynda McAndrew 22. Jake Normington

24. Liam Bent ORSA 23. Adam Swift

25. Danny Bridge Pam Taylor and LTS 25. Tommy Saxton

27. Joe Martin Sponsorship available. Ring 07904 898177 26. Dan Hawksworth

29. Zack McComb David and Val Webster 27. Liam Jackson

30. Ben West  Sponsorship available. Ring 07904 898177 Colton Roche

SCOTT NAYLOR - Head Coach Muse Developments Ltd Kieren Moss

PETER CAREY - Assistant Coach Muse Developments Ltd JAMES FORD - Head Coach

CHRIS SPURR - Asst Coach

MATCH OFFICIALS

Ref:  M Griffiths

TJ:  C Worsley

TJ:  J Pullein

Res ref:  A Williams

  

 

Scan the QR code for 
today’s Oldham team


