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MEN AND MATTERS.

Apart from the Lana:'mhrm We give prominence to the

League cup ties, many interesting | ‘‘Topics’' for matter, solely to ask if it is
Surprises. games took place last Satur- | the Ememy. impossible, even at this
day in the League competit- late hour, that some satis-
Shocks were felt both at Halifax | factory arrangement cannot be made. No
ull, but at the same time it must |-doubt there are errors on both sides, but
= wed that in meeting Wakefield and | there are sane men in the councils of the
Hu rsfield, both Halifax and the Rov- | Northern Union and in the New South
ers were called upon to face difficult | Wales League. No useful purpose is
problems. But we did think the latter | qmwd by the matter remaining in abey-
tearn would have shewn more rommuwf | ance, and the dispute only gives ‘topics’
form, even though the match was at | for I.hl.):l_ who are opposed on so-called

7
a
b

o R L= Giie U ) Fartown. i principle to professional Rugby football.
b t oG o) ** X% | . :
n lles er. o ; i The first defeat of Halifax ' TR
! e i 4 Huddersfield’s in the League competition The o Attralasiana dakel ihe

Hecord: 2‘12;“*‘";()\:}: ;]; h?ﬁ? ti}Ei‘lg The First honours of the first Test
e : Test. match. At Newcastle on Wed-

sition in the compe hart, and /
Lancashlre Headquarters of the B 200 r i SoRTh e o o |y oA, they recorded” nine.

. _ | teen points against the chosen side of the
boast fan mubeaten | mecord: /¢ Hudderstlegl b o winibn. | The “homer nliyers

ficld’s record 1s little inferior to that of | 551 only make ten points, o, that by

N | Wigan, and if the actual position is ) 1 Yy |
er em ug y 00 a- nlon based on points, for and against, the the substantial margin of nine points |
: = Yorkshire club are easily in front of | the Colonials are one up. It will need a

! 2 ¥ e British wictory in the games at Edin-

their Lancashire rivals. But of course

burgh and Birmingham if we are to retain

AL S T —r : - : TR the season is yet voung, and we shall : :
‘ | have have manyv more alterations before %hc hf)tl(1urs brought from the Antipodes
sPecial Tepms to clubs v;siting 1 , the prospects of the ‘‘first four’”” are des XCdl
: RiEe B seriously discussed. BEERE
Manchestep am:i Distmct. gy gt Ly rERHX _
: g {0 \ We regret to learn that We do not consider our
The a.ttelltion of Gluh B&mta;l'ias is Gra!m:l to thea t‘aolllﬁu ghen LSk . | The Frawley therc may be furtl‘;v.r con- H‘l\)fm,tur the r}_l?;llb‘_-l(;n is to criticise the
i ] Case. troversial  points between ictors. ritish team, or attempt to
s I:esting thair Temn whan i) Hanchesm OI.' ]Ja.lsing ﬂlrongh tall ] the New South Wales minimise the CU].O[EHIS"
951"13“131'3 of wk‘iuh aan he 0“311“@ tl'b.m *hﬁ “Mﬂ- i = T . | League representatives and the Northern | triumph.  We were beaten on our merits,
SR ¢ B | Union, in connection with the Frawley |and as our visitors would be the first to
) ' A ST bt B case. Warrington, as we announced last | declare that the other side were superior,
b, 328 '5;88 Pmra.ta : o sl ] | week, placed Frawley on the transfer list, | had the scores been revg}‘scd, we heartily
TELEPHONE N ,. 5’439 Bl'&!l h. : e ! and Hull have agreed to Warrington’s | congratulate C. H. M’Kivat and his col-
0 8 c e ey e | terms, But Frawley’s agreement with | leagues on their prowess. Needless to say,
: Gﬁﬂ _Exchange._ BN ! the New South Wales League is now | the glorious news was cabled to Aus-
I I brought to the front. and the hint is | tralia, and there would be rejoicings in

given, that should the Colonial sign for | Svdney on Thursday. Right well, so far,
Hull, the Colonial League represent- | have the chosen of the New C‘Outh Wales
atives are prepared to enforee their | League, justified the confidence reposed
claims in a court of law. in them.




Northern Union Leag

2 THE NORTHERN UNION NEWS.

ue.

Points.  Per-

P.W.L.D. ForAgs.centge

Wigan Sl R L AN B BT R0
Huddersfic ]u L1081 1,284 69...85.00
Healifayxe e, oy QUG 12 08 TR T
Hull K. R, 1.1, 8620.. 97 48 75.00
Wakefield T .. 96 2 1,127 59...72.99
Hunslet L 0GR ]S GRS 7900
Broughton R, .. 75 20... 61 437142
Warrington | ...10 7 3 0... 93 89...70.00
Oldham ... 10 6 3 1...161 126...65.00
Dewsbury ... 8 530.111 81.. 6250
Widnes ... 951 1. 64 48 .61.11
St. Helens 7430..93 505714
Keiphley 4 3 7430..100 89. .57.14
Rochdale H. 499540, 95 97,6555
Salford L9441, B6 96...50.00
e L R 8440... 74 94..50.00
Toeioh e ne 945 0...100 88.. 44 44
Barronwg. ool 935 1. 68 B81..8888
MR R 10 3 6 1...126 88...35.50
Batlay i ik .9860.. 75 56,..33.33
e s "9 36 0. 8 110...33.33
Runcorn ..., 8251 61 91..31.925
Govente U 926 1. 54 159.. 27.97
K LG L e 9270.. 54 113..22.92
Ebbw Vale 907 2., 40 164...11.11
Bramley 907 2... 40 205...11.11
Bradford b it 218 0. 49 214...10.60

YORKSHIRE LEACUE.

Scores.

POWELD. Far Aetins
Wakefield T. ... 6 60 0..110 31...12 Warrington ..o, 7610,
Kingston R. S GEARIE0: e 7o 5 10 V1 o e - Hhhoo.
Hainslet " il o 75 20...73 39..10 Oldham = siien ey R T ) P
Dewsbury R0 2008 6270 Widnes e et
Huddersfield ........ 641 1..127 52... 9 St. Helens
Halilax:' & e 64163 28:.: O Leigh SRuas Vavias 2
Keighley 41.0...:67 30... 8 Rochdale Hi o3 8
Viorlchl s 3 4 0... 58 88..6 Broughion R. ... .05 4:
Huliers aesy 1 0., 82 69... 4 Salford
Batley 6 0... 66 53... 4 Barrow
Leeds 5 0... 26 76... 2 Swinton
Bradford . 70.29172.. 2 Runcorn e B
Bramley 7 0. 27 194... 0

Results up to this morning.

LANCASHIRE LEACUE.

Scores.
WL, For Aph Fis
85 50...12
J7 13...10
94 49...10
haof A3 8
.85 40.. 8
.74 81... 6
.48 80... 6
.40 35.. 6
[T LI
D2 76, 5
vaa8 s 940 -
S 28s 00

.
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LEAVES FROM MY NOTE BOOK.

(By THE EDITOR),

A correspondent from Huddersfield Alteration Required.

sends me a long but none the less inter- | 1 0 sheerest my correspondent and
esting letter, respecting the off-side rule. | o4} ers 1o know that this sub-section has
As the topic is always interesting I give | pccasioned much comment at the recent
the matter in detail. | conference between the Lancashire and

Yorkshire Referees’ Society, The rule,

apparently, contradicts itself, and for
“An off- next season, the phrasing will probably
he changed. However, the point is per-
FAPe e :fectly clear, and is ﬂ.LCCEpt(‘d by all inter-
ront of him, | 4.4 in the control of the game, that an
when  behind | off-side player cannot, under any circum-

QL:mces, be placed on-side.

My correspondent writes :—
“Suhb section (d) rule 8 savs:
side player is put on-side when one of |
his own side has run in
having kicked the ball
him'??
i - ¥ # A F X
Later on it savs: “An off-side player
must not be within five vards of a man Riforees not: Hnanimots.

waiting for the ball.”’
| Our referees are, I thmk, %omcwl:!lat

The A L e _ easy in their interpretation of the rule,
: Ih'“.].l agdill llﬁ.‘)d}’b. dfk player St‘udld for it is clearly defined that a penalty
ng w_1thm the five yards, cannot under | | should be awarded to the other side 1if
any circumstances be placed on-side.” the off-side man makes no attempt to
| put himself outside the five vards area.

The off-side plaver knows or should know
that he is wrong, and it is a simple

He goes on to ask if T will tell him | 5000 o step a pace or two backwards
what is meant by a player standing with- | and give his opponent the. five . vards
in the five yards limit, etc. Does it mean | aliowed by rule, to catch the ball. Thus
within five yards of the man waiting for i, my correspondent’s first illustration,
the ball, or does it mean when the Imll The Trferaetihanldenit e ithr i the penalty
actually comes to him, because if it'\hen he sees that the off-side playver
means waiting for the ball, how would makes no attempt to step backward.
interpret the following example?

(1) A full-back puts in a high kick, and
the ball is coming down to an opponent
with an off-side forward within five
yvards of him. The full-back follows up
his kick, passes his own off-side forward
and jumps for the ball at the same time
as his opponent. They both fail to
catch the hall, and it falls to the ground.

The Meaning of the Rule.

X R

| Infringement at the Outset.

And so i1n the second case, the infringe-

ment of rule is committed hefore the
other possibilities arise. Tt is this wait-
ing for possibilities on the part of some
of our referees which causes the trouble.
1 the forvard w ho was off-side, but has | [n the explanatory note in the Official
never interfered in any way, at liberty to r(.md(, I find Referees too often give
play the ball? oiff‘n{hng’ plavers the benefit of uninten-
tional off-side, instead of inflicting the
free  kick 1}cnalty Once off-side,
always off-side, and surely five yards is
50 small a limit that no player need he
mistaken,

Are there Exceptions.

{2) Another case. A wing three-quarter
cross kicks the ball in front of the goal
posts to one of his own side who is in
front of him, but who is within ﬁ\e
vards of an (J])])onem. After kickin
the wing man runs forward across t
goal line, before the bhall drops to the mo
players waiting. Have they not both an
equal right to go for the ball, or is the
attacking plaver still off-side?

The ''Nerthern Union News'' wili be
| sent for 10 weeks, post free, on receipt
of 1/~ P.0. to E. R. Swindells, 10a,
Fountain Street, Manchester.




The ATHLETIC NEWS’

The Best Newspaper for all

Northern Union Football,

¥ EVE-Y MATCH DESCRIBED BY EXPERTS. ¥
Speclal Notes every week by ¢ FORWARD.”

PICTURES.

EKETCHES.

“The Athletic News,’

Price—One Penny.

PORTRAITS.,

EVERY
MONDAY,

Our Competition.

NO ENTRANCE FEE REQUIRED.

The proprietors of the '"Morthermt Union News’’ offer a prize of 20/- for
the total points scored in each of the following three matches to be played next

Saturday.

Points.

AUSTRALASIANS v. WAKEFIELD..

ROCHDALE HORNETS v. WIDNES. ..

WICAN v ORI AN i i e

In case more than one accurate coupon is received, the prize will be divided

between the successful competitiors.

Readers are not limited to one coupon, but all the coupons sent must be cut

from the ‘'Northern Union News.”

The Editor’s decision Is final.

Post or deliver the coupons not later than Friday night, November 17th, to

Mark envelope ‘‘'Northern Union News.”

E. R. SWINDELLS,

10a, Fountain Street, Manchester.

L0011 o S e RN L1 (s syt e S IR L O

Address
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Notes and Notions.

(By A.

1 notice that in one of the Rugby Union
games, played on Saturday last, that the
“‘home”’ captain granted a concession to
the visitors, in the shape of allowing him
permission to bring in the field one of
the reserves to take the place of one of
his club mates who had been carried off
the field with a broken leg.

A  considerable amount of comment
has been made of the matter in the Lon-
don press, and various opinions are
guoted as being in opposition to the
practice. Each and every one is ready
to admit that the offer of the home cap-
taln was quite a sporting one, but if the
practice was to become
thought it would be to the detriment of

the game.

* X% E XK

The Custom Abroad.

The matter referred to was, I take it.
a friendly one, consequently no great
issues were at stake. Such being the
case, I know not what the Rugby Union
authorities intend to do for the future.

Although from all accounts, I believe the |

captain referred to has been given to
understand that he must not repezt the
ocCurence.

This is a question which. if my memory

serves me right, has been before the
Northern Union followers once or twice,
and it was suggested that the practice
ought to be made general throughout our
Union. It is, I believe, the custom in
football abroad, particularly so is it the
custom in America. In the latter coun-
try, judging from the reports one hears
of the injuries, etc., the plavers receive
during their games, I should imagine the
practice is absolutely essential,

general, they |

S. M.

| No Useful Purpose.

So far as the Northern Union is con-
cerned, [ cannot see what good would
result from such a custom. Or at least if
there is little good to be derived, T am
afraid the ill-effects would over-balance
it. It may be alright for friendly matches,
but there are so few of them in the North-
ern Union, that a rule, granting the per-
mission would be practically
There is too much at issue in League
games, to my mind, to permit the pract-
ice, and I fear there would be too much of
the ““old man’s’’ game in evidence.

I cannot see how the present working
{1s to be benefitted by such a custom. In
fact I think the present system is the
best, when two teams meet it is to prove
| which is the hest, and if ome or two
}-[}Lay.crs.gets. hurt, it is the fortune or mis-
| fortune of war, and the team thus suffer-
ling must fight the fight with depleted
ranks. It would also be necessary to
| have a few reserves handy at every
This would mean additional
playvers and extra expenses.

useless.

match.

%K XX

The Tranfer Law with the Colonials.

‘ It appears to me that our Colonial
| friends are hardly keeping to the letter
Iof the interpretation of the transfer law,
mutually decided upon by the parties
[ believe one or two players
who have gone back to Australia during
our close season, have playved football
under the auspices of the New South

Wales League. This seems to me to be a
breach of the arrangements, and I under-
stand that one prominent Northern
League club is bringing the case of one
of their players to the notice of the
Union committee, who meet on Tuesday
| next,

interested.
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LEEDS.
Vi_(ioria Hot=el

o

(BEHIND TOWN HALL).

Great George Street,
...LEEDS....

First-class Fully Licensed Commercial Hotel

Highly recommended by County Cricket Teams
visiting Yorkshire and by Officials of the
Northern Rugby Football Union.

Bed, Bath and attendance
Breakifast -

2/6
2/-
1/6

- - - -

g - - -

Luncheon -

Footbhall Teams specially catered for

{Miss) N. G. LOTHIAN,

Manageress. .

Telaphonsi 2875,
Talegrams: Viatoria Hotel, Leada.
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Famous Australasians.

TRARG™

1 A. R, H. FRANCIS.

*‘l (Photo by Kerry & Co., George Street, Sydney).

o

o

]

OFFICIAL PROCRAMME.

 Oidbam 0,

A

ugtrafasiand,

Watersheddings,

Cldham,

Saturday, November 1ith, 19i1.

FAVILION

Welcome ! Australia!

The Leigh team are tough customers,
‘but in the long run, e, from goal to
_goal, Oldham chewed them up. Bat
{ Leigh never grumbled, not they. They
' had nothing to grumble about; because
even if defeated, they played good
football.

What a fine pair the brothers John-
son make, they remind you of the
once famous swimmer Johnson, they
play their part so swimmingly.

Our old friend Jolley is about getting
into the *‘sere and yellow leaf™ of
course he has changed from the
“orcen,” and now sports Leigh colours
which are the same as those sported by
Oldbam. It is not often, however,
| that you find a “ Linnet” changing its
colour.

Oldham looked like lﬁa’ving “ Linnet

{ Pie to tea at one period of the game

_last Wednesday. The Runcorn team,
" as usual, rose to the oceasion and when
fifteen minutes had to be played it was
- heads or tails who won. However,
“with Tom White dropping a fine goal ;
. Ferguson placing one of his best ; and

GOSSOF.
Ggérge Smith darting in with a try

which simply non-plussed. the Run- }

comites.  Oldham won comfortably,
and are now appedring in a respectable
place in the League ladder.

I understand that our Office Boy has
been informed that to-day’s struggle
will be a great one. He informs me
that the Australasians cannot a(Ford) to
loose this game. He (the O.B.) feels
certain that the Watershedding’s team
will be able to Oldkam.

“Hello! Wigan! Isthat you? Just
tell :the colliers who supply our coal,
that the Oldham team is waling next
Saturday at Central Park. They in-
tend going there like signalmen and
bringing points back.

The Lancashire Senior Cup is stil
in the Oldham Free Library.

Whilst the first team are at Wigan

next Saturday, the “ A ” team will be |

engaged with Pemberton at Water-
sheddings, and the receipts are for the
benefit of Sam Trvin, the old English
full-back. Those who find it incon-
venient to go to Wigan will doubtless
patronise Watersheddings.

o clsclelsaansanaenelelseletelses
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The Sueccezsful Musical Comedy—

i The Rose of Sieily. §

Book Seats Harly. !
Tel. 878

GRAND TI—IEATRE;

| Commencing Monday, Nov. 13th. for Six Nights

PALACE, Oldham.

e

. TWICE NIGHTLY, 7 & 9
Monday, November 13th,

Miss VESTA TILLEY, the

< People’s Idol,”

The Great LUMARS, CLARA

COVERDALE’S Nine Dainty
Dots, KEENE & ADAMS,

ETHEL COLLETTE CRIS

'*1‘

‘BAKER.
e (e
Book Scats Farly.  Tel. 869.
Priees: 2d., 4d., 6d., and 1/-.

FRIENDSHIP_HOTEL,

 RERIA RGN
MUMFS, OLDHHM.

First—ﬁ‘l ass Teas. Exeellent. Culsma.

Caterer to V:siting Teams.
3 First-Class Billiard Tables.

R. WINTERBOTTOM, Prop.
“TEL. 980. * (Late of Swan Hotel, High St.)

OLDHAM . AUSTRALASIA

.|

: ~ OLDHAWM TEAM.

1—A, E. WOOD
2—G. W. SMITH |
3—S. DEANE : ‘
4—J, LOMAS

5 G. COOK

6—E. A. ANLEZARK (Cap-!
7—T. BRICE

gy
9—A. E. AVERY
10—W. BIGGS
11—A., SMITH
12—T. Mc.CABE
13— W. B. JARDINE
14 T.LLEWELLYN
15—J. OWENS

Touchj Judges—

e YRS

FERGUSON i

]l 5—Mc CUE

; Refmec—-—Mr A. S\IITH (Halifax).

AUSTRALASIAN TEAM.

21—-FRASER

12— BROOMHAM -

10 GILBERT

14—HALLETT

y 9—RUSSELL . ..

¢ 11—V. FARNSWORTH

f 7—Mc KIVAT {(‘aptam}
1—CRAIG

4—COURTNEY

22— WILLIAMS

" B—FRANCIS
17—CANN

,.;;,; e (o
@\'% 3

Sole Maker

&
o

BOTTOM-OTE-MOOH

EMPIRE, Oldham,

TR e

Twice Nightly, at 8-50 & 9,

—_——

Monday, Nov. 13th,

Marlz Blew’s Company in t_he Grea.t
American Play—

“ Roaring Camp.”
: Prices 3d. to 1s.

*?THEATRE ROYAL

;;;-

i Matineces, Tuesday and Saturday ab 2-50

OLDIAM.
Twice Nightly, at 8-80 and 0.

- All the Latest and Best Pictures.

H IPPODROME

OLDHAM.
Twice Nightly, a.t_'? and 9.

Nat. Tel. 747,

T BONNELL AN,

I—Iouse & Church
Decorator,

PLUMBER, AUTHORIZED 4AS
AND WATER FITTER,

327, RIPPONDEN Rd.,,
OLDHAM.

o | The Home of Animated Photography.

a0

)



: . Points

A Hanslety ool o ; F. Keighley ................... s
Huddersfield Dewsbury ............ccoeeee. 4

B Leeds ...... e Tl o € Widnes: & oo aaw
HulljKingston ..... o Salford:. .o .Grho ol e

€ BroughtoniRangers......... J o Wartington: o na
RURCONH ... vsii o WIgan .....cooviiiniieiiiann

D Halifax............. J Swinton ... e
Yorkel vl it S Roehdale oo s ins o

B oLeigh ..o K Sheffield Wed. .............. :
BATTOW /i chitses s v vis " Oldham Athletic ............

If recewed in time the INT ERVAL SCORES of the above
; Games will be shown on the Score Boards.

RENTS COLLECTED.
| PROPERTY m.aezn._ ;
:nmm'&aems mocm'mn :

: : SURVETORS.
Acuomms‘
ESTATE AN'D IS{BU’.B.ANUE AGENTS.

QUEEN STREET,  OLDE R M.

B

—_
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Impressions of the T ourlsts.
No. 7—d. B.H. FRANCIS.

{{(By OBSERVER.)

The very fact that Francis is one inch
over six feet in height, makes him one of
the most prominent personages in the
Colonial team. New Zealand has pro-
duced many dashing forwards, and the
many stalwart giants who visited England
w ith both the Amateur and Professional

<A1l Blacks,”” will be long remembered
by those who were privileged to witness
their play.

Francis is perhaps the leader of the
younger school, and by “the way, is one
of the most recent acquisitions fo the
Northern Union code in the Dominion.

The Official Description.

In the official description, 1 find that |
the stalwart New Zealander is desc rlbcdi
as a ‘star’ forward, dashing and ‘heady’ |
in the open, and sold in the ruck. Uses
his great weight to advantage when
attacking.

[ can, however, only admit of part of |
this official impression. My observations -
prompt me'to declare, that like many 0f|
his celebrated countrymen, Francis con- |
siders his talents wasted in the “ruck.”

He may bring into use the natural|
advantages in scrummaging, which a
weicht of 14 stones, 2 lbs gives to a
plaver, but generally I should d(.scrlbel
[r'a,na- like George Gillett and Charles |
Seeling, as a player of aggressive
instincts.

But I do not criticise Francis for his
preference for the method which undoub-
tedly suits him best. His long, raking

stride carries him aquickly over the
ground, and if there should be only one
opponent between Francis and the line, I
should feel inclined to write down that
the try was made.

A Player in the Open.

Like the general run of Colomals
Francis secures more from the Northern
Union code, than does the average Brit-
ish exponent. I do not mean to imply
that the Colonials are more ‘heady,”
but I do think they get more out of our
rules, and play a game which is like the
m];,mal idea, which prompted the North-
ern Union to make their rules conducive
o open play.

Francis is no party to hiding the ball.
He believes in air, and plenty of it, and
in the many matches I have witnessed. I
pay tribute to his loose play. which would
do credit to a finished three-quarter back.

He has also established ‘his reputation
as a goal kicker, and more than two-
thirds of the 36 goals, standing to the
rudit of the tourists, have been placed

- Francis.

ancm is a2 member of the Auckland

|club, and plaved for Auckland Province

fmm 1904 to 1910. 1In 1905-6-7 he was

“‘capped’ for New Zealand, and secured
the same honour last vear. This season
he joined the Northern Union, and was
one of the ecarly selections for the team
to visit England.

Is 26 vears of age; 6 feet, 1 inch, and
14 stones, 2 lhs.

TYLDESLEY & HOLBROOK

Intern éiional o
Rugby Football | Linen

11/-
As supplied to

BALFORD, SWINTON and |
LANCASHIRE COUNTY. |

Every Requislto for

RUGEY FOOTBALL. Strlpes

Per Post 11/3.  27/-.28/6, 39/- 9/-
. Stripes and
Self Colours,

Best Qualliy.
= Selfs = = 50/~ -

JERSEYS

SEYS | VICTOR (es
Colllars | Rugby FOOtball
i Per Post 9/3.
"YET0 7/8 Per Post 1/9
CHAMPIONG/6 ., ©6/9

Ca.ialogues Fost Froe

= 56/~ | to any nddrsss.

: 109, DEANSGATE,

Manchester.: :

I

=7

|
|
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The Lancashire Semi-Finals.

(By OBSERVER.\

The second round of the Lancashire
cup competition resulted in only one sur-
prising result. Oldham, Wigan ' and
Widnes, all on their own grounds natur-

ally anticipated a fairly easv journey, |

and even at Broughton, playing advan-
tage was expected to favour the Rangers.

But Rochdale rose to the occasion, and
their pronounced success was clearly the
surprise of the round. :
ior in a department of the game which
the Rangers have made their own, and
now at Rochdale they have visions of
further cup triumphs.

FHEX

A Popular Gompetition.

As a correspondent pointed out last
week, the playing of the semi-finals on

the ground of the club which first comes |

out of the hat, confers a great slice of !
luck on the team securing this advantage. '
The original idea when the rule was |
made, was that better financial resuli’

would accrue if ene club was at home, |

but now I am inclined wo think that the
taking. of the semi-finals to neutral
grounds would find little diminuation in
the way of public patronage.

Both in Lancashire and Yorkshire the
competition has secured the attention of
Northern Union supporters, and I may
reasonably assume that the ardent sup-
porters of all the four clobs in the Lan-
cashire semi-finals would make the jour-

be plaved on a neutral pitch.
%

The Match at Wigan.

~ The most interesting of the two games
is that at Ceniral Park, where Wigan will

entertain old friends from Oldham. Was |

the match on a neutral ground, I should
predict a great struggle for supremacy,
but T know the strength of Wigan at
home, and T am inclined to think that the
holders of the trophy will be beaten.

However, all may be assured that both .

teams will play the game as it should be
played. tl
popularly termed *‘cup tie tactics,”” but

Ther will be little of what are |

| plenty of that good and brilliant combin-
{ ation which invariably makes the meeting
of the two teams doubly interesting.

The sides are well matched at full-
hack, but at half and three-quarter back,
| am disposed to favour Wigan. Dean’s
abstention during the qualifying period
prevents his being included in the side,

I i and the Colonial will be a missed man.
They were super- |

The forwards are powerful in the ruck
and strong in loose play, but if Wigan
reproduce  the form  which prevailed
against the Ausiralasians, the Oldham
front rank men will have a hard task.

1 anticipate a win for Wigan, but I shall
be terribly disappointed if Oldham do not
run their opponents to a very small mar-
zin of points.

* # ¥

The Tie at Rochdale.

Notwithstanding the League match at
the Athletic ground on Tuesday, I am
not inclined to think that the Hornets
will gualify for the final without a most
desperate struggle.

Widnes, in cup ties particularly, are
formidable foes, and may be relied upon
to struggle hard. No doubt they will be
inferior in the scrummages, for their for-
wards do not possess the physigue of
the Hornets men. And this inferiority,

i as on Tuesday, will no doubt, handicap
ney in equal numbers, were the games to

the three-quarter backs.

But often cup tie games and ordinary
League games produce strangely different
tactics, and the lessons learned on Tues-
day should assist Widnes in their efforts
next Saturday.

Rochdale, of course, should win. T
cannot teason otherwise after the con-
vincing display at Broughton, and with
their forward and half-back advantage,
the Hornets three-quarters should make
sufficient of their opportunities to qual-
ifv for the final. -

All the same, I look for a good game
with Widnes playing hard to a finish.

P
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-~ -~ Centre

Threes. ~ ~

(By F.AM,)

If the Northern Union possess many
full-backs of more than average mernit, I
am afraid one cannot point to a super-

fluity in the way of centre three-quarter |

backs.

So pronounced is the deficiency in cer-
tain centres, that I have heard this reason
being given as one which would, if they
did not desire it otherwise, prevent the
Lancashire County Union from adopting
the birth qualification fo
matches. Put in another way this is a can-
did admission that in Lancashire, at any

rate, they do not possess a couple of |

native born centre three-quarter backs,
of that class demanded for County
matches. It is not my purpose in these
short contributions to tackle the problem

of supply and demand. My object is to |

give brief impressions of our leading
players in the particular position under
consideration.

The Fartown Captain.

First and foremost 1 pay tribute to
Harold Wagstaff of Huddersfield, as our
most promising centre. He is young,
but with ordinary freedom from injury,
I think Wagstaff will be even more effect-
ive in a couple of seasons than he is to-
day. His most valuable assett is that he
is unorthodox in what he does. He fol-
lows no defined method or methods of
play, but possesses sufficient intuition to
do the right thing at the right time.

Wagstaff is denied the physique of
many of our centre threes, and a player

who realises that the ‘“hustle and bustle’” |

tactice would not bring fame, must adopt
unorthodox ideas if he is to succeed.
need not unduly labour Wagstaff’s char-
acteristics.
perhaps on the lines of that great Aus-
tralian, Gilbert, than any other player in
the Northern Union. He is speedy,
courageous and determined, but above all
is naturally clever, and this quality brings
with it that confidence which begats suc-
cess. A great player is Wagstaff, and
one who will go far.

A Famous Welshman,

Now his colleague in the test match
was ‘‘Bert” Jenkins—a player probably
fully equal in merit to any centre playing
the Northern Union game. But Jenkins,
to me, is morc a plaver of moods than the

rule for their

He is a natural centre, more |

Huddersficld captain, although on his day
|'T know of no one who is more dreaded by
| opponents than Jenkins.

He possesses tact and resource in
' attack, and for defence, I rather prefer
the Wigan player to Wagstaff. But this
inferiority on the part of the Yorkshire
man, will, I should say, soon be remedied
with experience.

Another great centre is James Lomas
jof Oldham, a player who has reached
ieven greater heights than are possible
either to Wagstaff and Jenkins. But the
| Cumberland man has been blessed with
' superior physique, and though his meth-
' ods are perhaps equally effective, I con-
| fess to a preference for the styvle of cen-
tres like Wagstaff. Lomas, however, has
made tries, hardly possible to the
majority of plavers, and though to-day.
he will no doubt admit that his many
scasons of active participation in the
game are beginning to tell, T think few
would have guarrelled with the selection
committee, had they included Lomas in
the Test match team. Space prevents my
going into over much detail in regard to
other centres of repute. Lynch and Poyn-
ton of Wakefield, are a most capable and
effcetive pair. Willie Thomas of Salford.
Joe Riley of Halifax, Llewellvn of Old-
ham, and Phil Thomas of Kingston Rov-
ers, are all men of ability, but do theyv
approach the necessary standard?

| Prospects for Aspirants.

Really, when one attempts to review
the aspirants for representative honours
—I do not take Colonial players in my
calculation at all—I am obliged to con-
| fess that in the Northern Union there is
a strange dearth of men who are guali-
fied. The position perhaps, does not
lend itself to the glory passible to the
half-back and the wing three-quarter
backs, for naturally in reviewing the
game, the scorer is the person most fre-
quently noticed, and a good centre does
not score over many tries.

Players with ordinary ability,” should,
I think, devote themselves to a careful
preparation for this important position,
for the possibilities of distinction are, I
think, much more numerous, and a cap-
able player will soon be recognised and
honoured.
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P.

Gifford added to his wonderful record
for the Barrow club, by playing forward

M. A.

R T———

at Cavendish Park in the match with
Salford.
*RE K%
. Ward, of Halifax, who was only

transferred the day previous to the match
with Bramley, scored three tries for his

new club at Crown Flatts, last Saturday.
* W KR

The official kick-off for matches on and

after next Thursday, is 2-45 p.m. This

time will operate up to and including

January 15.
FER TR

Sammy Brear, the one time Bradford
half-back, has been transferred from
Hunslet to Hull Kingston Rovers. A

' famous partnership will thus be revived
| for Surman is also with the Rovers.

XX ER

E. J. Schofield, who plaved his first
Northern Union game for Hull last Sat-
urday, is a convert from the Rughy
Union. He was a member of the Darnall
club, plaved in the final Yorkshire trial,
and was selected for the second trial a
week ago. e has scored 56 points
already this season.

NOW READY.

The Official Handbook of the New
South Wales Rugby League Australasian
Tour in England, 1911-12. 30 Phote-
graphs and Biographical Sketches. Post
free, 1id. from the publisher: E. R.
Swindells, 10a, Fountain St., Manchester.

The Sm'dker-'zs Match.

Refuse all ‘..'.I;hitations.

WAN VESTAS

Made eonly by

BRYA"T & MAY, |.T|l., LIVERPOOL.

LONDON &

|

bt : R e o ik
Australasian Tour.
LIST OF FIXTUBRES.

OPPONENTS, GROUND. SCORES. SGORES.
Goals. Tries. Points.|Goals. Trics. Foinis.
1911, _ ' | e S
Sep. 23—Midland & Southern| | | | fi
Players | Goventry............. 1 6 20 i il 11
y»» 24—Yorkshire Gounty...| Bramhall Lane....|] 3 -9 | 33 | 2 3 13
,» 30—Broughton Rangers| Broughton .. ... 3. wlge ) ]l hGs
Oct. 2.—Lancashire Gounty. Blackburn..... S e R
oo T—Wales: oo Enbw Vale SR | 8 B sl s e el
» M—Widnes.................. Widnes......... i 4 | 5 | ahil 0 00
,, 14—St. Helens............. St. Helens........... =i 16 1 4 148
;y 18—England................ | Fulham........... I | 3 1 u |0 2| 6
;s 21—Hunslet................. { Hunslet ... 0 1 30 1 3
;s 256—Northern League.... Everton ......... 2 C S (R 1883
,, 28—Wigan.___.._ . i des Wigani -t 8. ) s O R SRR & D TR B
Nov. 1—Swinton................. Swinton ... 81 6 | 984 3 1 9
Ao CIE U i i oo HAl S e il zsi g L
,, B—Test Match............| Newcastie ... ... _. 2. & 49 2 2 | 10
AT—Oldham: i Oldham.............. .
yy 15—Leigh................... Leigh................. ’
,» 18—Wakefield Trinity... Wakefield. ... ...
,, 22—Cumberl’d Gounty..
yy 25—Barrow. ...
» 29—Runcorn............. ,
Dec. 2—Huddersfield.......... Huddersfield. ... I ;
;s B—England................ ' Trent Bridge...... ! 3 ! -
y 9—Salford.................. salford... .. ... ! | ' '
s I3—YOPK: = ol ke Yorki oz o i |
;» 16—Test Match............ Edinburgh........... ! | -
;3 20—Wales and West...... Bristol | i |
;5 23—Rochdale Hornets... Rochdale ... ... .. .. :
yy 26—Halifax.................. [ HRIRXY. s |
&) 2.30—Warrln Efon..... i Warrington.......... |
Jan. 1 —Test Match........... Birmingham........
»w 6—Leeds............... Leeds.................
» 13—Kingston Rovers.... Hull...... . ... . . ,
| |
T e
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ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

3 3 % W *

FISH (Warrington).—It was season 1908-
9 Warrington finished at the head of
the combination with the following
record. 24 played, 17 won, 5 drawn,
2 lost, 293 points for 75 points against.
Oldham and Wigan were the next in |
order of merit.

W.B. (Wigan).—The British Playing
Fields take five per cent. of the final
“‘orate’’ in the Lancashire cup compet-
ition.

J.B. (Sowerby Bridge).—Second round of
the 1908-9 cup competition. Halifax
scored 7 goals, 13 tries, to Beverley 1 |
goal.

TRUE BLUE (Winton).-—You are WIOng.
Swinton have recorded draws in- the'
two first rounds of the cup competition. |
This was in 1908-9, when they drew |
with Rochdale in the first round, and |
won the replay. They also drew with |
Oldham in the second round, but were |
well heaten at “'lll"r‘-,hf‘ddlngs in thel
replay.

A V.F. (Huddersfield).—We do not think
J. W. Sutcliffe has ever kicked a goal
in a League match. When he first went
to Bolton he played in the forward
line, and mayv possibly have scored
from that position.

A.S. (Upperhead Row).—See the Ed]tm s
page.

HOWELL REES.—We are endeavouring
to secure the information.

EXTRA (Oldham).—It is a matter for
the club selection committee, and as
we have not witnessed this season the
play of the member in question, we
prefer to say nothing.

POINTS FOR (Barrow).—You will find
that the records are as we stated.

P.E.B. (Pendleton).—Your wants would
take up too much space. All the rec-
ords are given in the ‘““‘Athletic News”
Foothall Annual.

|
Referees and other officials desiring |

copies by post, should forward P.O. for!
1/- to the publisher, 10a, Fountain Street, |

Manchester, who will forward 10 succes- i

sive weekly issues.

'Unprecedented Demand.

Second Edition already
sold out.

THE

'OFFICIAL HANDBOOK

OF THE

New South Wales
Rughy League.

TOUR IN ENGLAND, 1911-12.
OF THE AUSTRALASIAN TEAM

Players’ Photographs, Heights & Weights
30 Photographs and Full Group.
History of the Game in the Antipodes.

Edited by ‘“‘Forward.’’

LA S B 8

From the Publisher:—

E. R. Swindells,
10a, Fountain Street,

Manchester.

*EERE

11d. Post Free.
Wholesale Terms to Clubs
and Newagents.

Restaurants we can Recommend.

THE GROSYENOR HOTEL,
=l sl » ¥ 3% DEANSGATE.

N.U. Football.

OLDHAM.
CAFE MONICO, union sTReeT.

(Near L. & Y. and L. & N. W. Railway Stations).

Telephone No. 8586,

LEEDS.

VICTORIA HOTEL,

(BEHIND TOWN HEALL),

GREAT GEORGE STREET.
WIGAN. Tel. No. 353.

Minoreca Grill Room,

(Near L. & Y. and L, & N, W. Rly. Stations)
Pale Ale on Draught. ‘.

HULL.
Impeﬂial HOtel, (Near the Station),

Headquarters of the Hull Rugby Football Club.

For ADVERTISING SPACE, apply—
E. R. SWINDELLS,
lOa, Fountain Stpeet, Manchester.

Wineé:“gpiriis, Ligueurs, and Cigars,

WESTMACOTT The name for

SODA WATER,
TONIC QUININE CHAMPAGNE,
DRY GINGER ALE,

For Home and Club.

Always Demand it. 17, MARKET STREET.

R
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Referce’s List.

The following is a list of officials appointed for next week’s matches.

Northern League.
November ldth.

Batley v. Huddersfield. —F. Renton (Hun-
slet); E. J. Kilvington, D. Longbottom
{Hahfa\j

FEEH
November 15th.

Hunslet v. Hull.—R. Robinson (Brad-
ford); C. E. Havdon {Halifax), J. W.
Schaeles (Dewsbury).

* ¥ XK X

November 16th.

St. Helens v. Broughton R.—E. H. Smirk
(Wigan); F. Turner {Warrington), R.
Jones (Widnes). :

¥ETER

November 18th.
Batley v. Bramiey. —H. Edmondson
(Bradford); J. E. Greenwood (Halifax),
A. Slater (Keighlev).

Bradford v. Halifax.—W. H. Wood {(Huad-
dersfield); J. F. Wilkinson {Hunslet),
A. Loyne (Leeds).

york v. Kingston Rovers.—]. G Lumiw
{Leeds); C. E. Havden (Halifax},
Whiteley (W akefield).

Ebbw Vale v. Dewsbury.—A. Hestford
(Broughton Rangers); W. Lewis
(Merthyr), W. Wi illiams (Treherbert).

Huddersfield v. Coventry.—R. H. ]*\ck-
<on (St. Helens); F. Crowther (H’fax),
T. W. Smith {Keighley).

Hull v. Warrington.—E. H. Smirk
'\\Eg'\n) J. W. Scholes {(Dewsbury).
W. Emmott (Leeds).

Hunslet v. Keighley.—I.. Tonge (Swin-
toni: J. R. Bowes (Halifax}, T. Oak-

land {(Bartlev).

Runcorn v. Swinton.—J. I. Mav [St_
Helens): J. A. Blackburn (Leigh),
Turner (Warrington).

galford v. St. Helens—W. McCutcheon
{Qldhami; A. Lee {Leigh), H. Ball

(Wigan).
0..—..—

The Lancashire Gup Semi-Final Ties.
Wigan v. Oldham.—

Rochdale Hornets v. Widnes.

———

Lancashire and Yerkshire Gombination.

Normanton St. Johns v. Hunslet ‘AS—
C. Peel (Bradford).

Purston W. H. V. Huddersfield "A.'—H.
Scholfield (Leeds).

Leigh ‘A’ v. Rochdale H. ‘A—A. Web-
ster (Highfield). :

St. Helens ‘A’ v. Salford ‘A.'—F. Alills
{Oldham).

Swinton 'A’ v. Runcorn *‘A.'—J. Dutton

{Warrington).

South ot France, ] taly, EgJ’Dt Ceylbn, i

s Il:lew a:nd Pala.tnal 12.000 ton Steamers w:th
pao ous Lomn_geg, Ca.bmea da Luxa, Bedsteads State Rooms Elanhrs

DON'T FAIL TO OBTAIN A COPY OF . . .

& Northern Union

Official Guide. .

SUPPLIED BY ALL NEWSAGENTS, OR
DIRECT FROM THE PUBLISHERS . . .

H. C. LEE & Co. Ltd,, Printers, &c,, King St., Oldham.

Price 3d.; per post, 4d.

Or Bound in Cloth, 6d.; per post 7d.

The Med1terranean Atlantic Islands,«

 AUSTRALIA.

Laundries, Hirs]ass Telegmph :
CRUISES TO S

S Aun

NORWAY.V

15 DAY SEA:-TRIPB AT ALL SEAéONB.

‘heAwommudatlon for 3rd Class Passengers is e.meptwmlly tood 1

Spamous Dmmg Salooﬂs, Music and Smolm Rooms,, Oi «

i e Deck Space. Tt
mi?csns. =5 S i g
. OREEN & G o l-nnllu. B




