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MEN AND MATTERS.
Taken all round, Northern . The third Test game between

Sigins of Union football has done well
Decay ! financially from the holiday

matches. We ‘merely mention
this matter because some little time ago,
the ‘“Times,” in criticising Northern
Union football, referred to our game as
a spent force. There were signs of
‘decay’ on Boxing day, when Huddersfield
took £433, Halifax £428, St. Helens £410,
Hull £400, Batley #£300, whilst 18,000
spectators attended the match at Head-
ingley.
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Next week the Lancashire County
committee will meet to select
their team to oppose Yorkshire
in the last county match of the
season. As Cumberland have won the
championship the result of the game
only concerns the two counties interested.
Under the circumstances, if Lancashire
played a purely native team, we hold the
opinion, that to the average spectator,
the game would be a real test of football
merit between the two counties.

A Real
Rest.
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Apart from the big scoring
The Tourists’ match against Runcorn,
Record. which by the way, attract-
ed a crowd of 4,000 to the
Southport Central ground, which bene-
fitted the club to the extent of £102, the
Colonials have added two other creditable
victories to their big list. Now their rec-
ord is 28 matches played, 22 won,
drawn, and 4 lost; the Colonial aggregate
being 72 goals, 116 tries (492 points) to
41 goals, 49 tries (229 points).

The Third a
Test.

representative  Northern
Union side and the Australas-
ians will be played at Villa
Park, Birmingham, on Monday. As the
Colonials have one success and one
drawn game to their credit, the Northern
Union thirteen cannot
at the same time a victory for the
British tcam would prevent the Colonials
from attaining the height of their ambit-
ion.
course give them five points out of a
possible six, and on this account a great
contest is assured for Monday.

After the satisfactory dis-

The British play in the second Test
Team. martch, at Edinburgh, few
.., alterations were expected on

the British side. Every player did well,
and considering that for thirty minutes
in the second half, the British side
played without A. E. Wood, their full-
back, and that they prevented Austral-
asia from obtaining the lead, the
exhibition was a convincing display of
British pluck. And the committee have
shewn their appreciation by selecting the
thirteen “‘en-bloc’’—a rare honour in

these changeable times.

Thus the side which we all

The Selected expect will check the Col-
Thirteen. onials is—Full-back: A.E.
Wood (Oldham); three-quar-

ter backs: W. Batten (Hunslet), J. Lomas
(Oldham), H. Wagstaffe (Huddersfield),
A. Jenkinson (Hunslet); half-backs: F.
Smith (Hunslet), J. Davies (Hudders-
field); forwards: R. Ramsdale (Wigan),
W. Winstanley (Wigan), Gronow

(Huddersfield), T. Woods (Rochdale), F.

Harrison (Leeds), J.Clark (Huddersfield);

reserves: A, E

Jenkins (Wigan). ;
All the men this morning are fit, and

we hope to-day’s games will not result in

Avery (Oldham), B.

injuries. :

take honours, but

A win for. Australasia would, of |
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Northern Union League.—Results up to this morning.

Points.  Per-

P.W.L.D. ForAgs.centge

Wiggn ==t s 1715 2 0...271 86...88.23

Huddersfield 1815 2 1...483 134...86.11

Hull " K= R IS 050303197, 7647

Fialifaxeassne = 1711 4 2...245 100...70.58

St. Helens d712 5 0...285 117...70.58

Hunslet =0 1812 5 1...249 124...69.44

Oldhamissse 1811 6 1...272 187...63.88

Wiadnesies e 172926522551 31101 ::58/82

Dewshury 1810 7 1...247 180...58.33

Broughton Sl 9= TNl 71405 19315588

Wakefield T.. 17 9 7 1...208 215...55.88

Batleveisowm s 18105820 .164" 1157,:55.55

Warrington ..1910 8 1...170 167...55.26

HuTlEssEsiesing 20 9 9 2...227 191...50.00

Rochdale H. 16 8 8 0...165 188...50.00

Keighley. ..... 15 7 7 1...169 198...50.00

Teeds¥es v 18 810 0...211 203...44.44

Salferd~ .. 5% 17 6 8 3...150 157...44.11

eighe - o 18 710 1...180 167...41.66

Ym:k .......... 15 6 9 0...122 198...40.00

SWIntON & ih.i 17 5 9 3...122 109...38.23

Barrow: °...:.. 16 510 1...121 219...34,37

Coventry ..... 17 411 2...114 314...929.41

RUNCOrn " . 7 49 1..102 185...26.47

Ebbw Vale ....16 112 3... 71 285...15.62

Bramleysi ... 16 ‘0014 2.. 63 423... 6.25

Bradfiord s IS =170 NR58 830" .. 75.55

YORKSHIRE LEACUE. LANCASHIRE LEACUE.
Scores: Scores.
PW.LID, For g LBt P.W.L.D. For Ag't.Pts
H}Jddersﬁeld Al dS1052 1 77340 11251...23 Wi granms: oo oot 1211 =180 1182« 19 =02
Kingston R. ......1311 2 0.. ‘?38 67...22: St. Helens ~....... 1431°:-3°0...193 108...22
Huszlct .......... 1570° 5 0:..190 ° 95:7.20" Widnes  ........... 14--8=551..108" 78 . 1%
Halitoxe = o 128 4 0..186° 79...17 Oldham  ......... 1175450147 10014
Wakefield T. .18 8 5 0...158 173...16 Warrington ..... 1276505414 297 14
I?C.\\:Sbury ....... 14 7 6 1..176 143...15 Bioughton R. ...12 6 5 1... 98 92...18
Keighley  -ux...... 18 e b b4 173 15 Eeich e 14 6 8 0...149 129...12
Batley: ik . Lom EESS 0 FRI2481 02 14 i Salfords & 12 4 6 2...83107...10
lrecds Eiwae o) 13 6 7 0..151 133...12 Rochdale H. ....12 5 7 0.. 95 163...10
Hulle a7 asemse 2 128657202157 160, - TO*Swintons = .- - 18 4 7--2.:°92133...10
Noorleh i 1248105794172 -8 ‘Runcorn .- 4o 4 -211TF; . 56:155:5
Bradfords v 1S 8151250 98498936 7 50 " Barrow s 14 210 1... 69 199... 5
Biamléyss 13 013 0... 45 869... 0

%
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LEAVES FROM MY NOTE BOOK.

(By THE EDITOR),

LSEWHERE T have referred to the 1. That the value of a penalty goal be
wonderful holiday football we have | reduced to two points.

experienced during the Christmas

festivities. And I am bhold enough 2. That each wing-forward play on the

= to sa\}/fI thdat no iioubt theugames rlghl hand side of his scrum.

to-day and Monday will be equally sur- |
prising and at the same time interesting. | 3.“That”a11 free kicks and kicks at goal
These games which upset the calcula- be “free,’’ and shall not be charged by
tions of the prephets, are particularly the opposing side.
refreshing, for the triumphs 1of the lowly 4. That in all free kicks, marks, and
clubs are of much more value to them |yicks at goal, the kicker or any other
than are games won against teams who player may handle the ball, whether on
are only their equals in percentage. And the ;,\ound of otherwise.
as I have often said, this more equitable
distribution of honours is all for the
good of the game.

That a plaver having possession of
thc ball, clear of an opponent, may pass
it from any position (i.e., so long as the
ball is not ‘‘held” a player may pass it,
whether he is on the ground or not).

| 6. That the penalties of the ‘‘knock-
[ on”’ in the field of play be restricted to
an intentional knock-on, and to any
knock-on of more than two vards.

LR X R S

Record Gates.

The dismal weather on Boxing day
apparently had little effect on the hardy
folk of Yorkshire. Gates of £400 and
upwards are returned from Huddersfield,

That if any plaver outside his own
tw enn five make a full kick into touch, a
Halifax, Hull, Leeds and St. Helens, free kick shall be awarded against him
and the visit of Dewshury to Batley also | at a point ten vards at right angles to
attracted a record attendance for the | the touch line where the ball went out.
Mount Pleasant ground. The Fartown
figures of £433 are also a record for a
Lcague match on the Huddersfield ground.
Lancashire clubs were the molle unf(;;‘-
tunate, for the rain came on earlier in the | ; ; i
Palatine County than in Yorkshire. Not. | 2 That ’.‘hm? be %ﬁm‘? defined maxi-
withstanding the ‘‘gates” were much | ™" duration for spells in a game.
above the average, and even in the Man-| Tt is hardly worth while discussing
chester district, the two local clubs, | these suggestions at this stage, but they
Salford and Broug‘.hton,' both did well | tend to show the hold the Northern Union
financially from their holiday programme. | game has round about Wanganui. The
gentlemen who have given forth must
have had the Northern code of rules in
front of them; and, if it should by any
means happen that they were brought
| into force, the game would be a hybrid
ionc Not that they would do the game
Turning to another topic I have but it _only shows how
extracted the following from the Sydney | 1mp1ob'1b]e the suggestions_are as long
“Referee,” just to hand by mail :(— | as the New Zealand Rugby Union is affil-
{iated with the English Rugby Unﬁonh
St This is a point in my opinion, in whic
“The following is a synopsis of the argument lshould be adduced and settled
alterations of rules proposed by the |y ¢y any alteration of the rules of the
Wanganui Rugby Union to improve the | game are worthy of consideration.’
playing of the game. Thev will be con- |
sidered among the various Unions in the |
Dominion, and an expression of opinion
asked for:— 1

8. That after any score by ecither side
play be recommenced by a kick-off (place
kick) from half way.

* X %k k¥

Why Not ?

One need not comment any further.

(Continued on page 14).
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The ATHLETIC NEW®
The Best Newspaper for ali
Northern Union Football,

% EVERY MATCH DESCRIBED BY EXPERTS. ¥
Spzclal Notes every week by “FORWARD.”

PICTURES. EKETCHES.

“The Athletic N@W@TJ

Price—One FPanny.

EVERY
MONDAY,

Our Competition.

NO ENTRANCE FEE REQUIRED.

The proprietors of the ‘‘Northern Union News’’ offer a prize of 20/- for
the total points scored in each of the foliowing three matches to be played next
Saturday. Ber

l
AUSTRALASIA v. LEEDS ........cceooenne ST e |

BROUGHTON RANCERS v. COVENTRY

EBBW VALE v. HUNSLET .................

In case more than one accurate coupcn is received, the prize will be divided
between the successful competitiors.

Readers are not limited to one coupon, but all the coupons sent must be cut
from the ‘‘Northern Union News.”’ The Eaitor’s decision is final.

Post or deliver the coupons not later than Friday nignt, January 5th, to :—
E. R. SWINDELLS,
10a, Fountain Street, Manchester.

Mark snvelope ‘‘Northern Union News.’’

Competitor’s Name

Address

THE NORTHERN UNION NEWS

Notes and Notions.
(By A. S. M.

my sincere wishes for a happy
and presperous New Year. Let it
be merry and bright. To the fol-
lowers of football, the holiday
matches are, of course, additional enter-
tainments, and as such are looked for-
ward to with cxpectations of pleasure.
To the players it is a time of hard work.
I should imagine they are only too pleas-
ed when their extra and arduous duties
are over. True they reap additional rev-
enue at these times, but still one can have
too much of a good -hing. Those play-
ers who have recently been figuring in
representative matches, will no doubt feel
the effects of the holiday games more
severely. And it speaks well for their
physical condition that they are able to
withstand such a call upon their
resources.

MO all my rcaders I heartily extend
.

The international Law Again.

Another interesting point has arisen in |
respect to the above law which is now well |
known and understood. The case in |
qguestion concerns the Hull club and a
plaver named Schofield. I believe the |
preliminary details of the case have been |
previously commented upon, but it will |
perhaps be as well to refresh ones mem- |
ory. It appears this player was playing
Rugby Union football in England, when
the Hull club ‘“spotted’”’ him and signed
him on. It however, then transpired that
he was a New Zealander, and as such,
according to the present transfer law,
was eligible to play with Hull with the
permission of the New Zealand (N.U)
authorities, or at least the Hull club d s-
ired to have his eligibility made clear.

Transfer Fee Required.

They cabled to the Dominion and |
received a reply that permission would be
granted subject to a fee, the amount of |
which is immaterial so far as we are con-
cerned. The Hull club thereupon laid the
full case before the parent body for their
consideration. They have no intention or
desire to avoid payment of the fee, but
they were of opinion that the circum- |
stances surrounding the question were
rather outside the true meaning and
spirit, of the transfer law referred to.
Schofield did not come to this country
purposely to play football. As a matter
offact he is here on a business appoint-

ment, and when same is completed he
will return to his own country. But hav-
ing plaved Rugby football out there, he
naturally turned to the game here.

x ¥ X KK

Thne Union’s Decision.

The case was rather a delicate one, but
the Union committee were of opinion that
the New Zealand authorities were hardly
justified in asking for a fee in face of the
circumstances, and gave Hull permission
to play him on condition they do not
offer any objection to his transfer upon
his return home. The law was framed—
as often explained—to prevent if possible
players emigrating from the Colonies to
join ‘“‘home”’ clubs, and thus weaken the
constitution of the Colonial ranks. Now
if Schofield plays Northern Union foot-
ball here, he will on his return—if he
continues to play football—of necessity
play our game. Thus he will be an
acquisition to the New Zealand body.

Yorkshire Superiority.

Much speculation is often evinced about

the relative scoring propensities of the
Lancashire teams, in comparison with
their friendly - rivals of the Broadacre
county. I find upon totalling up the
scoring columns of the two County
Leagues, as they stand at present;, that
150 games have been played in the York-
shire chart, and the scores for total over
1,700 points, which gives an average per
match of 11.76, whereas in Lancashire
130 games have been brought to a con-
clusion with an aggregate of 9.23. It is
rather a difficult matter to adjudge, as
taking the above figures it certainly points
to a Yorkshire advantage. Yet on the
other hand, if you take the individual
scores against in the Lancashire table of
the last three clubs, one finds.a consider-
able difference in favour of the Lan-
cashire clubs. This would lead one to
the conclusion that the defence of the
weaker clubs in the County Palatine is
stronger than that.of the corresponding
Yorkshire clubs. This may account for
the greater scoring average, and it may
not. I am afraid it is an open question,
and to my mind the most satisfactory
way to arrive at a fair conclusion is to
wait until the end of the season, and com-
pare the scores of the inter-county
League games.

e
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Northern League. S :
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Barrow @... e o e T el S S oo | see | wee | oo |15-10] ve | oo | 3-4]] oo [5-7|26-5|6-15| .. | .. | 0-8 |O-TO
Batley A S O D] 76 ) SRR (M T O B [0-13] -. | oo |23 | L. 12-0f20-5) o | eo [ oo | oo | oo [TT3) ol | e | 12-5
Bradford (S [« |87/ 8l | S lor 88 o ity ol R AR FLRIR S B S R SR 3 s R S e 5-6
Bramley i koo sigjl s |5-35| =+ |0-55 -+ |3-14|5-30] .. o R AR e [2-32 3-3
Broughton R. 15-0/ ... | .. | .. R e HRE A [ 6 8 SR | e N IBR R T o2 13-2{9-8 | 5-0 | woo [ oo |« 8-4
Coventry. 5-16] 5-8 [16-5| <0 | oo [ oo | wo | oo St I s SO e e 5-20| 17-2| 5-12| 10-8[10-10)
Dewsbury. oo B i A (et S R SR LS T S 5 1188 (o S o= 13 T [T ST 13-8
Ebbw Vale S| O oo ey T e A _N-S .. |3-27/1027| 0-0 5233 (WS el G v | 2-0] % | 1323
Halifax woo | oo |24-3]430] oo | o0 |56 o | wo (TOTOl i | o |73 L. | ee .. |98 3 RO L 13-0/135-0
Huddersfield | .. | .. |f.. | .. | .. [71-3]2011| .. [24-3| .. | .« [22-9| ... {40-5/31-C 24-2{ .. 62-5/|21-0
Hull voll o f21=0| 6-fiese |/ars 5 mu.nH o-14/5- 8 .. |2114| .. g S B S I 11-0
Kingst’n R’vs.| ... [11-0 ... | AR ] e i i3zroleie i lENEl BeC R BT E 62 22-6| . wee |I7-10| .. A5 21-2
Hunslet el s 8 R 17-3{19-0/ 90 | ... | ... 4770 10-3 : 11-9| . |
Keighley v lessilisee (I e i 1000 S T ey e . 23-5| - 28-5
Leeds oo |5-1I[2310/41-0 «ee | e | wee [Peee | O-5 | ... |I6I3]8-3 [5-19
Leigh 45-0| oo | .o 13-3{26-7| .. | . L e E o= [ S 20-0[1215[ «. | ..o | 5-8 5 [l 25 Koo 4 RERS 157
Oldham sl oib21=3 16-5| oo | oo | oo _c_c“ g B T8 Ve | PR 2 4= 6] 7et S ESe 36-8| ... | ... |27
Rochdale S e 13-8l S i e T g za IV O | ] e e s fx8ayiEec i F2-0 Tea|rere .o | 8-3 | 5-21
Runcorn B o S L R R e R S e el el Tl [ 02011 6-2 .. |o-10
Salford 6T e bl it as SRR B0k IR S et wlli Sl TeTs e S s | s ) e e A S 12-0
St. Helens o | IS e R 5 T B S8 e e St el S et B e |1-13] .. [21-12|25-0l1315| .. | .. 10-2| 94 [3-16
Swinton ol 1o v e R gl 6-7 | coe | oo | aui | oo fTO2| fio lT5T2] ol | el | 5a23 .. 7-17|2-10/,13-5
Wakefield .. | 6-2 S BAS|  nro e i) B | RO e AR e o] 0 (RS 2 o125 sl s o Fros | )
Warrington 33-5| «e* oo | 13-8| 16-2| ... [18-I0| ... | ... [8-5] ... | ... oo i e o) [ ey 8 okt IR ol RS (R 6 2003 (A 2% 0-7
Widnes 2N S T A I ST AT RS (et b 2 - |78 .. | 14-3| 7-2 [10-5| ... | 8-8 ] .. | - 0-3
Wigan 34-4| oo oo |T97-2) .« SO il T S A 17-2{ 12-5|15-0| veo | sos [16-0| wuy | oo [27T5 oo | S0 | ..
York e (1275 10-0| ... | 16-5 1022|15-8| 6-15 10-0 :Lm_
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Famous Australasians.

RARS™
)
T. BERECRY.
(Photo by Kerry & Co., George Street, Sydney.
1)
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 OFFICIAL PROGRAMME.

OUDAAN v. ST. HELENS

- AT -

WATERSHEDDINGS, 2-45 PROMPT,

Saturday, December 30th, 1911.

NEwW YEAR'S Day,

JANUARY I1st, 1912,

*z

S

OLDHAM v.COVENTRY

AT 2-45 PROMPT.







