























Rugby League

" SINGLE POINT
DECIDES

OLDHAM'S “SNAP” TRY

BEATS HIGHFIELD

London Highfield 7, Oldham 8

A SLIP on the part of Belshaw, the
Highfield full-back, and a. try by
Oldham in less than a minute after the
start at the White City Stadium Ilast
night paved the way to a Lancashire
victory by the narrowest margin of a
goal and two tries to two goals and one
try.

Now a sound full-back is worth innumerable
points in the Rugby League game, and we had
an example of that in the kicking and defend-
ing of T. E. Rees, the Oldhamlast line defen-
der. who is an old Welsh R.U. International, of
1929.

He alone often stood between Highfield and |
victory, his kicking was of perfect length, and .

he so often turned defence into attack that the
Oldham backs must-have been thankful indeed

Kicking again played a-big parf in the final
turn of the game, for five minutes from the
close Oakley—who usually gets all the High-
field goals—had the chance of a lifetime to
bring victory to his side. .

Oldham -were penalised for offside in their
own ‘25 and the kick looked easy. It was
well-nigh perfect as the shot left Oakley's boot,
but to the consternation of the home crowd, the
t_mgl hit the outside of a post, and Oldham were
safe. g
Highfield's three-quarter line, Walker, Ma-
loney, Hunter and Haigh, did well up to a point
—they made ground, but refused in the end to
make use of each other. There was also a
distinct defensive weakness on the left, where
both the Oldham fries were obtained.

These came in the first minute through
Stephens, and after 20 minutes’ play, when Tay-
lor crossed wide out for Rees to do his side a
service by landing a fine. long shot from the
touch line. Oakley then "had three shots at
goal in the space of three minutes. but only
his third attempt succeeded. s

Just before half-time Maloney cleverly got
the Highfield try, after Unwin had paved the
way, and Oakley goaling, the interval score of
8—17 proved in the end to be the result of an
even but nof{ spectacular game.

The Highfield pack once again distinguished
itself, not only by getting the ball fairly regu-
larly—too often for the backs, as it proved—
but by harrying the Oldham eight in the loose.

Had Highfield had a fly-half ef international
class, they must have won, for times without
number Gordon got the ball from a scrum, and
witih a clear field there was nothing to stop
Highfield. K. McMILLAN.



