PARKSIDE PERSONALITIES

Another of our younger players who
made rapid progress to senior status was
Brian Lawrence Gabbitas. A local boy
who went to Cross Flatts School, he
continued his football with our junior
teams and was quickly marked out for
professional . registration. This  was
accomplished on the 19th February,
1952.

Commencing with the ““ A" team in
52/53, he played on 10 occasions with
them and was promoted to the first team
on December 26th, 1952, v. Hull, at
Parkside. A further 16 appearances to
the end of the season consolidated his
claim to the stand-off half position.
After two matches the following season,
Brian was called to do his National
. Service, and he was then only to play on
13 occasions with us during that season.

A member of the famous Royal Signals
team, he had the honour of being on the
winning side in the Army Cup Final.
This team included Boston and Jack-
son, and with these two players he
played for the British Army XV. Brian
has also attained Junior International
honours.

A single young man, he is employed
by the Leeds Corporation as a clerk. His
height is 5ft. 9in. and weight 11st. 12lb.
So far, he has made 52 first team appear-
ances, scoring five tries, and as we put it,
he makes the openings for others to com-
plete.

The outstanding match in his memory
is, singularly enough, one which we lost,
but which he states was the most excit-
ing. This was the second leg of our cup-
tie at Workington, when Paskins ran
through our team to score the winning
try just before the final whistle sounded.

BRIAN GABBITAS
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