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Salford defenders Eric Prescott and Alan Grice,

l Here's Bob Irving on the move, looking for the gap between I

WERRY

CHRISTMAS

Here's wishing you a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a contented
prosperous heaithy NEW YEAR fromthe OLDHAM RUGBY NEWS, the
Directors and staff of OLDHAM RUGBY CLUB, and in fact everyone at'
WATERSHEDDINGS, to all our thousands of loyal readers.

Th_noomhgy-rwlllhoammbrcldtmnmm.m.mbig,hr
reaching moves planned on both the playing and spectator-comfort sides of
the game at Watersheddings.

AM.CNMM&YOU.MWMM.W
way in the past two or three seasons, Make sure YOU help to keep it that
way by showingupatevery home matchat Watersheddings, and by traveiling
10 as many away matches as you can to give the lads those all important

cheers of

And finally - if you're drinking over Christmas (and who isn’t?) -leave the
car at home and a taxi, Our fri in the police don’t want to see your
name on the charge sheet sarly next year. So please, lads, DON'T DRINK

AND DRIVE.

NEW YEARKICK
OFF FOR CASH
OOLS DRAW

THIRTEEN may be unlucky for some, but for 150 Oldham folk
it's going to prove very lue ky indeed next month. For on January 13,
Watersheddings pools organiser Alan Taylor and his band of workers
will conduct the first draw in the club's new three-in-one puul
and 48 hours later the lolly will be m”m!“ out of W.alcrshcddmgs to

the lucky winners,

News of the pool's big
kickoft was released to
scores of agents and other
interested parties at 2
spaginl nweting in the
sotisl gluly. And so thrilled
wat Alan Tayior with the
responm from the agents,
and the way they accepted
the few set-up, that
further public relations
plens Me I the pipeline,

It i haped 1o land a top
personglity 1o make the
first thaw with o choese
and Wing party for agents
and! Prospective ogents
o leve the pool is
I

‘We feel this will help

keep interest bobbing

* says Alan who is
sty P R excorpise number
thret »t today's metch
ageinst Leigh

He has planned another
get-tagether of agents,
with refreshmenits
provided, n the new pools
office in the pavilion - the
office that will become the
nrye contre of the new
organ isation.

BUT THER ARE ALSO
BIC PLANS AFQOT TO
ABSIST AGENTS 8Y
FINDING A T
OWN-CENTRE BASE
FOR THE WEEKLY
FRIDAY NIGHT OR
SATURDAY MORNING
PAY-IN OPERATIONS.

Says Alan "A lot of
men these days spend
some time on Saturdey
mornings in the town,
gither for shopping or
other purposes, and we
fee! it would help a lot,
and also encourage the
e uiment of more agents,
H thore was a pay-in spot in
the town centre’

The new pool is »
membership scheme in
which pstrons pay 10p
weekly and receive, in
twrn, three separate code
numbers.

The numbers go into
the weekly draw, which
will initially be made on
Saturday aftermoon at
Watersheddings, though
ter it may be held at
other places in the town,
and there will be 150 cash
prizes per week

The first prize will be
£100, the second £40, the
third £20, plus 147
consolation prizes of £1
sach - fabulous value for
money.,

The pool will be run on
similar lines to the
cash-raising effors
Wigan, Widnes, and
Wakefield, and many
Football League Clubs,
and Mr Taylor, who has &
tremendous amount of

in this sort of
work, s confident not
only of its success but of

its popularity with the
public

He told the News “The
meeting we had recently
with agents was a fabulous
success. The pool was
unanimously accepted
with great enthusiasm by
all those present, the
moeting was very well
asttended, and seversl new
agents were racruited.”

“The workings of the
pool were outlined 1o
agents by Mr Ken Broome,
a director of the Wigan
club; whase firm in Wigan
holds the copyright.”

“it will be called the
Oldham Rugby
Development Assaciation,

perks like a free
season ticket, agents’
social evenings,
coOMMISSion on wins, and
the running of cosches to
away matches when the
army of sgents is built up.

In many respects, the
pool is an up-to-date
version of the
highly-successful pool run
by Oldham in the fifties
and early sixtios

Early indications show
that the club is going to
have more agents than ever
i did under the former
bingo scheme,

“"Whereas the emphasis
previously was on making
money for the club, the

agents

Phil Larder is currently enjoying a great spell of
form and is pictured here on the burst against Salford
Coming in to tackle from behind is Colin Dixon

and anyone Is welcome to
watch the draw each week,
which will be made
initailly in the public bar
of the pavilion.”

"I know it will be a
good venture and once it
gets going | think the
public are really going to
like it",

Each week an agents
draw will be held for a
valuable wrist watch -
“They will be good class
watches about £30 in the
shops” , says Alan and the
club will see that agents’
expenses are covered.

There will be, in
addition, all

the usual'

emphasis now is on giving
the punter a better deal,

"IT WILL BE BUILT
ON THE BELIEF THAT
IF YOU LOOK AFTER
THE PUNTER,
EVERYTHING ELSE
WILL AUTOMATICALLY
FALL INTO SHAPE",
SAYS ALAN,

He added "“When the
membership rises to 3
certain level, the prize
money will be increased
accordingly, and in this
pool the punter gets a
higher percentage paid out
in prizes than in any other
pool - that is the secret of
'l c:lli".





















" LEIGH LAUNGH BACK INTO |
LEAGUE STRUGGLE AFTER
TV. CUP WIN

LEIGH, currently rebuilding after the break-up of their Wembley
side, come to Wawrshcddmp today bidding to repear the success
against our boys in the semi-final of the Floodlit Trophy at Hilton

Park three weeks ago.

And they will be np
strangers to
Watersheddings with
former Oldham forwards
Geoff Fletcher, Peter
Smethurst and Alan Ogden
possibly in the line-up,
and, of course, John
Stringer as secretary,

There have been many
close connections with
Oldham and Leigh in
recent years, beginning
with the deal which took
Tommy Warburton to
Hllton Park in exchenge
for Wilf Briggs shortly
after the arrival of Alex
Murphy at Leigh.

Oldham did very nicely
out of that deal, picking
up Briggs plus £5,000 for
Warburton, and three or
four years later, Oldham
were on thereceiving end
again, taking anothe
£5.000 from Leigh for the
services of Alan Ogden.

Both Fletcher and
Smethurst, of course,
moved to Hilton Park via
other clubs, but both can
expect a big welcome
today from Oildham
supporters who loved thelr
style.

Both are full-blooded
B0 minutes players who
did a lot for Oldham
during their stay here, and
Oldham fans will still
connect Smethurst with
those fabulous three
matches against Hull KR
in the Challenge Cup
semi-final of 1964,

It was smilar
Smethurst, then a centre,
who scored the first
Oldham try in the first
clash st Headingley . . .
and Peter looks back with
pride on his days a
Watersheddings.

Hc soid recently” They

%lul days indeed,
bul i1 1 had my time over

# again | think | would
do the same.”

That's not surprising
because his move 1o

Selford made him a regular
mamber of the Reds’ pack

and his disappeintment at
being only substitue in
Salford’s Challenge Cup
final against Castieford
was more thn made up for
when he returned to the
Empire Stadium with
Leigh.

Over . the years there
has been 2 long list of
players who have
ultimately appeared at
Wembley after leaving
Oldham . . and Peter
dropped into the same
celebrated company as
players like Alan Davies,

Frank Pitchford, and
Derek Turner.
Fletcher moved to

Hilton Park via Wigan, and
he is still remembered at
Watersheddings for his
clever, ball-playing
displays in the days when
he caphined the team
under the coaching of
Gerry Heime.

Leigh, once the pride
of West Lancashire in the
days when players ke
Rex Mossop, Trevor
Allen, Chartie Pawsey, Bill

Kindon, and Jimmy
Ledgard, thrilled the
Hilton Park crowds, had

their big moment at
Wembley last year when
Murphy and Co turned the
form book inside-out with
their triumph over Leeds.

Almost before the
celebrations were over,
however, the headlines

were screaming the news
that mastermind Murphy
was bound for the new
set-up at Warrington

Alex was soon (o mope
and to meke matler: worse
Jor the Leigh boand,
players like Geof
Clarkson, Devid Chimnall,
end Kevin Ashkecroft
witimately Jollowed thewr
‘ting’ to ks new palece

When full back David
Eckersley followed . suit,
going to St Helens, the

Wembley team had been
broken and it was Nterally
hit for six when Welshman
Stuart Ferguson, whose
goalkicking st Wemblay

had ptayed a major part in
the success, pulled out and
returned to his native
pastures.

The time had come for
Leigh 1o begin their
rebuilding progreamme,
The coaching job went to
Smethurst but after cnly 2
few weeks in the job Peter
quit. "It wasn't for me",
he said later.

Derek Hurt was hauled
in to replace him - but the
results still falled to come,

Gradually, however,
the rebuilding programme
was beginning to take
shape. Frank and Tony
Barrow had joined L cigh,
and more recent signings
have been Fletcher from
Wigan and hooker Derek
Clark from Satford,

At last Leigh began to
Pl Tound, Ind Ve return
to fitness after o long
injury lay-off of the big
Paul! Grimes further
stengthened the pack,

Sut the current hero of
Hilton Park s scrum-hall
John McAttee, whoss
brother Peter was once
lined wup to ctome to
Watershedding

It was McAttee who
wored the winning try 1o
knock Wigan aoff the
Floodlit Trophy trail, and
it was McAttee again who
dished out to the k.o to
Oldham in the semi final

His try under the sticks
15 minutes from the end
of the semi-final, dashed
Qidham’s hopes of making
their tirst cup final for
swveral yoars and easrned
Leigh their right o meet
Widnes in an all-Lancashire
clash at Wigan

Shortly before the
Wigan tie, Leigh appointed
former Halifax boss Les
Pearce a5 coach, and Les,
e N "l(:.’l~luufd
campaigner, will be out 19
bring out the best in a side
which s chockers -block full
of experrence

OLDHAM LEIGH ~
/

1. MARTIN MURPHY 1. HOGAN

2, MIKE ELLIOTT & 2. STACEY

3 PHIL LARDER ’ff(_( ¢r¢ 3. AmeNs A Berrew

4. TOMMY DAVIES 4. COLLINS

5 NORMAN HODGKINSON s pmwsos A Liny

6. TONY WAINRIGHT T ,7b 6.m) Wiy ravt
7. MICK McCONE ;.W ’5" :/:“c/

8. WENWIESON ////a/L AARAMES= 0,

5. KEVIN TAYLOR 2 b 6. semeaman- £ 14 ler 2 oS
:‘," . MGE TER 11, FDDES- fum "
i Aol 12. naRmowee) L oo,

oy S HEfOFT 13 MARTYN
13. mmv REYNOLDS 14 SEDEE v €
:; wTTOM g ‘G ‘:h 15 LESTPR Fﬂoz rE N
Rcfene:lﬁ? ty (York)
Touch Judges : Elu-.wc.c.uma
Your Scorecard
TRIES GOALS TRIES GOALS

Ball for today’s game kindly donated by
MICHAEL BLOOR AND SONS, Joiners and Shopfitters

22 Satfron Drive, Oldham

- i

Look out David Watkins | Keith Ashoroft, looking dﬂcmunm and ferocious, bursts

8 Chris Hesketh tackle egainst Salford, as the Salford Red's

Welsh skipper waits 1o

Back again for another great season!

TheP

ersN°6

Trophy

Bigger prizes. More excitement.

The Player's N?6 Trophy that
endod last year in an exciting
win for Halifax, is back again.

The rules of the series are the
same us last season —a 5-round,
32 club knock-out tournament
played between September and
March. But this season the prize
money has been increased from £9.500
to over £16,000 so matches will have
that much more excitement.

Make a date with Players

B




