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- OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the
Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.

..........................................

The Man of the Match
ROCHDALE

was ..... chkléﬁﬁ?tw ............

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will hecome
Oidhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote. .

xx Ounly voting slips from the

Oldham programme will be accepted

—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH
v BLACKPOOL
F. HALL

Printed by Neil Simmondg, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale

TODAY'S MATCH BALL
presented by

KAYLES
(Manufacturing Jewellers)

LTD

OLDHAM

061 834 3518

Dickie Brown, Oldham’s scrum-half, sets up an attack in the cup-tie at Rochdale on
Sunday. It was Brown who schemed Oldham’s second try to push us into a 10-2 lead.

(Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.)
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J. M. KERSHAW

(JOINERS & BUILDERS) LTD

Members of The Master Builders Federation

Offices: LITTLEBANK STREET OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 2499
Works: TAURUS STREET OLDHAM

PARAMOUNT PACKING CASE
MAKERS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR PALLET REQUIREMENTS

WHITFIELD MILL - MILLFOLD - WHITWORTH - ROCHDALE

Telephone Whitworth 3326
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OLDHAM OUTLOOK

THAT was the game, that was! It
had everything, didn’t it? And now
here we are again to replay Sunday’s
titanic Challenge Cup second-round tie
with our neighbours, Rochdale.

We must, at this point, thank our
supporters for all their tremendous
backing at the Athletic Grounds. It
provided a ‘lift’ for both the club and
the players to know we have such
support behind us, and judging by the
volume of noise and that tremendous
chant of ‘Oldham, Oldham’ we certainly
provided the bulk of the 7,000-plus
crowd.

The last time there was a draw be-
tween Oldham and the Hornets in the
game’s major cup competition was way
back in the old Northern Union days
of 1911. On that occasion the sides
drew at Watersheddings, and Rochdale
won the replay 4-3 at the Athletic
Grounds.

Let’s hope we can reverse that this
time, for although these notes were
written before Monday’s third-round
draw was made, the second-round
tumble of such clubs as Salford and
Wigan, coupled with New Hunslet’s
shock home win against darkhorses
York, could — with any amount of
reasonable luck—have opened up the
strong possibilties of a semi-final
appearance for tonight’s eventual win-
ners.

Make no mistake, our boys did well
to earn this second crack.

Disappointing it may have been to
see a 10-2 lead slide away, but which-
ever way you look at it we came away
from First Division Rochdale—not one
of our happy hunting grounds in recent
years—with the tie still in the balance
... and that was no mean achievement.

Given reasonable breaks tonight, and
once again the backing of our tremend-
ous support, and we could still reach
round three.

Because of several bumps and bruises
picked up by our players at Rochdale
it was not possible for our coach Jim
Challinor to announce his side in time
for these notes.

Brian Hughes received a shoulder

injury, Martin Murphy lost some teeth,
and Fred Hall played most of the game
in a badly-dazed condition.

He took a blow near the temple early
on in the match and remembers little
of the game. It speaks much for his
courage that with our forward substi-
tute already used, Bob Welding going
on for Brian Hughes, Fred battled on
as he did.

So we now come to round two of this
great tie ... and one cannot help re-
membering the last replay we had here
ét Watersheddings in the Challenge

up.

That, too, was in the second-round.
It was in the late sixties and after
drawing against Bradford Northern at
Odsal, more than 17,000 spectators
packed into Watersheddings for the
second match.

It was a great night for Rugby League
in Oldham, with our team knocking out
Northern at the second attempt and
going on to meet Leeds—also at home
—in round three.

Sandwiched between the two cup-
ties was a home match against Wor-
kington. After the 17,000 crowd for
the Northern replay, the gate for the
Workington home match was 3,000.
Then came Leeds—and the attendance
soared again, this time to more than
19,000.

If proof was needed that the Chal-
lenge Cup holds a special appeal that
was 1t.

Tonight, therefore, we can expect our
best gate for many seasons.

It has been noticeable in recent
months that the vocal support for our
side on away grounds has seemed to
be greater than at home.

While that may seem strange, one
explanation advanced is that supporters
travelling away tend to congregate to-
gether on the terraces.

At Watersheddings they are spread
around the stadium. We are confident,
however, that after our achievement in
bringing Rochdale back to Oldham, the
support for our team tonight will sur-
pass even the great heights it reached
on Sunday.

Truly, that support is a big help ...
just ask the lads!
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QUALITY CAKES

SPECIALISTS IN SLAB CAKE, FAMILY CAKES & SWISS ROLLS

Tel. 061-633 1181 Telex. : 668738 Telegrams : Parkona

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

“THE MAN’S SHOP”

% TQUALITY MEN'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

% READY TO WEAR SUITS BY ‘DAKS’, ‘'MAENSON’, & ‘SUMRIE'
% RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY’, ‘DRIWAY’, & ‘NICHOLSON’

% CLUB COLOURS A SPECIALITY

RHODES .BANK,' OLDHAM — Tel.: MAI 2086
S

wEWILL TACKLE
ALL YOUR PLUMBING PROBLEMS TRY
TO SOLVE YOUR HEATING PROBLEMS
AND MAKE YOUR NEW BATHROOM OUR G O AL

Vs YOR . LOOSE ‘ARM

TO GIVE US A RING AT

061-652 4005 K. TAYLOR

e

———m———

FOR BEER AT ITS BEST

E_ILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE

PRINTERS ARMS  0.oaaiw

Tel: Saddleworth 4248
(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

Briinhalle
Lager
Bretwoed inthe Wabvarian Wap




THE

SPORT FINAL

FOR ALL LOCAL SPORT

JACK BOWDEN

EXCAVATING XL PLANT HIRE
DEMOLITION, DISMANTLING ENGR

I.EES RD, OLDHAM Tel: 061-624 0365

AID CONSULTANTS

Can you calculate 8% VAT in your head?

We can supply the answer in seconds, with
TOSHIBA, TOTALIA, MELCOR, REMINGTON, ADLER
OLYPMIA, SUMMIT, ANITA AND LAGO CALCULATORS

Bamford Street Works, Rochdale
Telephones: Rochdale 38974 or 061-624 1628

PHEW! No doubt like you, our great
supporters, it took me quite some time
to come back down to earth after our
10-10 draw at Rochdale on Sunday. It
was a typical cup-tie ... and a great
one, too. It was hard, it was exciting,
and in the end it could have gone
either way.

It was naturally disappointing from
our point of view to see Norman Brels-
ford slip in for those two late tries to
save the tie for the Hornets, the latter
one improved magnificently from near
the touchline by John Maloney.

But one mustn’t overlook the tre-
mendous guts, courage, and industry of
an Oldham side that fought like blazes
to overcome the handicap of a shortage
of ball from the scrums.

We tackled like Trojans and covered
every inch of the Athletic Grounds to
keep the Hornets out." That we succee-
ded in doing so until the last 15 minutes
was quite an achievement in itself.

In the process we picked up quite a
lot of bumps and bruises and that, allied
to the work rate and industry we had
shown earlier, began to have its effect
in the game’s later stages.

No words of mine can really do jus-
tice to the way Oldham gritted their
teeth and got stuck into their task.
Defensively, we were tremendous, until
that little bit of tiredness began to
creep in towards the end.

But, having said that, I don’t believe
we played as well when in possession
as we undoubtedly can do. It rests upon
us now, with the advantage of playing
on our own ground tonight, to go one
better and earn a place in the third
round.

I sincerely believe we can do it ...
and especially so if the supporters get
with us again like they did at Leigh
and, more so, at Rochdale ‘on Sunday.

There was a big following of Old-
hamers in the crowd and I know the
players would like me to pass on their
appreciation for the support they
received.

Believe me, the players were every
bit as disappointed as the large con-
tingent of Oldham people in the crowd
when the Hornets came back from the
dead to equalise the scores with only
five minutes of normal time remaining.

They had given everything they had
got and so nearly came to pulling it
off. For the fans it is disappointing, but
just think what the players must think
rvhen they have battled so hard for so
ong.

But the fact remains that we did go
away to meet a First Division club on
their own ground, and we did end up
with a draw and replay on our own
pitch.

In that respect we did well ... very
well indeed. In a cup-tie, where the
tackling is generally tight and the
defence sound and secure, scrum pos-
session can be a vital factor.

You may have noticed that we
swopped the props around a bit in a
bid to find a winning formation. Brian
Hughes began on the open side, with
Keith Ashcroft on the blind side. Later,
Bill BcCracken switched with Keith,
but we were forced to reshape the pack
again at half-time because of Brian’s
shoulder injury.

Keith went back to No. 8 and Bob
Welding into the second row. We got
more ball in the second half than we
did in the first.

But having been very steady indeed
in the first half we began to make
mistakes towards the end of the match,
and Hornets duly cashed in.

But when all is said and done, it is a
fine performance to go away from home
:in the Challenge Cup ... and earn a

raw.




OUR VISITORS

JOHN MALONEY: Signed from
Dewsbury five weeks ago. He kicked
seven goals in the first round win at
Huddersfield and banged over that great
goal from the touchline on Sunday to
level the scores. Former Hull and York
back.

NORMAN BRELSFORD: Oldham
did Hornets a favour when they freed
Norman eight years ago. A fast and
tricky runner, as he proved when
getting Hornets two tries in the first
meeting.

DAVID TAYLOR: Another Oldham
lad at the Athletic Grounds. Joined
Hornets from Saddleworth Rangers as
a l6-year-old, nine years ago. One of
the strongest tackling threequarters in
the game and a player with an eye for
the opening.

TONY PRATT: Now in his second
spell with Hornets and still as fast as
ever. Joined Hornets from Birmingham
R.U. in 1964 and returned to the Ath-
letic Grounds last season after a three-
year spell at Swinton.

COLIN SIMKINS: Local lad who
joined Hornets from Broughton Park
R.U. last season. A teacher at a Roch-
dale school, Colin is a strong runner
and very sound tackler.

JOHN BUTLER: Shot to fame when
former coach Frank Myler switched
him from loose forward to out half
when he joined Hornets from Keigh-
ley a couple of years ago. Great form
last season earned him a trip to Aus-
tralia with the Great Britain tour squad.
On the transfer list at £15,000.

PETER GARTLAND: The man who
makes Hornets tick. He has been out
for most of the season with a bad hip
injury, but he is now back at his very
best form. Joined Hornets from St.
Helens in 1971.

PETER BIRCHALL: The veteran of
the side. Joined Hornets in 1960 and is
still giving great service. Many appear-
ances for Lancashire to his credit and
has played for England under-24.

PETER CLARKE: Arguably the best
ball-winning hooker in the game today.
A resolute tackler in the loose, Clarke
has been with Hornets six years. He is
a product of the Warrington junior
club Latchform Albion.

ALAN HODKINSON: Been around a
long time, but still only 24-years-old.
One of the hardest-working forwards in
the game. A deadly tackler and power-
ful runner. Hornets paid Salford
£1,000 for him five years ago. Been a
regular ever since.

TERRY FOGERTY: Hornets cost-
liest-ever buy at £7,000. Raised in
Clarksfield, Terry, at his best, is prob-
ably the best second row forward in
the game. Only just back in the team
after a long spell out with cartilage
trouble.

BILL SHEFFIELD: Another player
who has only just returned to first-
team duty. Very quick for his size—as
Oldham discovered on Sunday. He, too,
arrived at the Athletic Grounds via
Knowsley Road.

STUART WHITEHEAD: Needs no
introduction at Watersheddings, where
he started his professional career. After
a successful spell at Salford, Stuart
joined Hornets two seasons ago and
has proved a more than useful utility
player. He appeared at centre, prop,
second row and loose forward for Hor-
nets.

WILLIE ASPINALL: The former
Warrington and Great Britain tourist,
who returned to action a month ago
after being out for over 12 months
with Achilles tendon trouble.

KEVIN FLANAGAN: Like Norman
Brelsford, Kevin was released by Old-
ham seven years ago and has given
splendid service while at the Athletic
Grounds.
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Rochdale Hornets, back row, from the left: Willie Aspinall, Stuart Whitehead, Peter

Gartland, David Taylor, Peter Birchall, Tony Pratt, Peter Clarke, Bill Sheffield, Alan
Hodkinson, Kevin Flanagan. Front row: John Maloney, Colin Simkins, Terry Fogerty,

Norman Brelsford, John Butler.

(Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.)



BRIAN BATTY
OF THE MAIL

So there was a welcome in the hill-
sides, after alll The red carpet was
unrolled for Rugby League in Swansea
and will be brushed down again next
QOctober.

The success of the Welsh Rugby
team was overwhelming on the St.
Helen’s ground, with thousands of
Union fans greatly outnumbering the
League followers, who made the trip.

Within minutes of the triumph over
France, League secretary Dave Oxley,
who with P.R.O. Dave Howes had done
a first class job, was planning ahead.

“This is a victory for Rugby League;
summed up secretary Oxley.

There was also a significant quote
from Gerald Murphy, leader of the

Swansea Council when he said: ‘We
have made more friends in rugby—this

is what matters. Not how many players
you have in a side.

There was success on and off the field
for Welsh skipper David Watkins in
the way he led his side and accurately
predicted the appeal that Dave Willi-
combe would have for Union fans.

Watkins had warned the local pub-
lic: “You are going to see the best centre
to play in Wales for six years.’

The response from Willicombe was
breathtaking as he displayed his attack-
ing skills so admirably that one Welsh
fan told me: ‘This guy is faster than
Gerald Davies.’

Well it would be wrong to make com-
parisons but I will settle for Barry
John’s view ...: ‘This boy Willicombe
has certainly been a big loss to Welsh
Rugby Union, He is a first class centre.’

While Willicombe was an unknown
it was clear the fans still loved their old
favourites John Bevan, who obliged
with two tries and had the crowd on
their feet every time he touched the
ball.

The physical aspect was provided by
big Jim Mills who took a salute after
his fine try and delighted the crowd
with his aggressive running.

The best story was that of the War-
rington amateur team who made the
trip, stopping on the way to play a
Welsh Rugby Union side in the morn-
ing. ‘We played 15-a-side, lost because
we couldn’t get the ball in the line-
outs. But it was a great day,” said the
skipper.

Mine Host - DAVID TAYLOR

FREEMASONS HOTEL
MILNROW

LUNCHES & BAR SNACKS

Rugby League’ richest prize!

Players N%
‘Trophy

The outstanding feature of every season

With over £16,000 in prize money to play for it’s no
wonder that the Player’s N96 Trophy is asuccess with the
players. And the effort and skill they putinto
capturing the Trophy has made
sure that this 5 round, 32 club
knockout series is a hit with the
spectators too.

The Player’s N9 6 Trophy really is
Rugby League’s richest prize—
inevery sense.

EVERY PACKET g
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING




Central Heating Specialists

Heatsways Lid.

Approved Installers
% NO DEPOSIT
% FINANCE TERMS ARRANGED
4 COMPETITIVE PRICES

QUALITY SYSTEMS GAS, OIL OR SOLID FUEL
|78-182 Bury New Road, Whitefield

Tel. RAY HATTON 766 6511 (day) 766 4385 (anytime)
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North West Storage

Equipment Co. g8yys!

SUPPLIERS OF

DEXION

SLOTTED ANGLE
STEEL SHELVING,
PALLET RACKING,
HANDLING EQUIPMEN I
CLOTHES LOCKERS

OFFICE FURNITURF
PARTITIONING

FILING CABINETS,
STEEL DESKS,

PLASTIC & METAIL BINS

Specialists in all forms of Storage Equipment & Office Furniture

Main Distributors for Dexion, Project and Metal Details
REDCROSS STREET, WORKS,

REDCROSS STREET, ROCHDALE, LANCS.

Tel: KETTH POTTER ROCHDALE 38975/6.

TOOL STORAGE EQUIPMENT,
VAN STORAGE EQUIFMENT,

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS, SHEARERS
AND DECOILERS

D
H. STOCKWELL & CO. LTD.
&

ROYTON, Near OLDHAM
Telephone : 061-624 0404 (20 lines)
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SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE ! ANYTIME !

THROUGH . . . . H'LTONIS

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.

Tel: 061-624 6110 OLDHAM
FRESH FLOWERS, FRUIT AND VEGETABLES DAILY

BUY THE BEST! — WE DO!

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels.  Stockists of ‘Weyroc’ & Interwoven Fencing

SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTHELD SAWMILLS ASHTON ROAD OLDHAM
Tel: 061-652 7421




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watershedding, Oldham)

President: P. V. ASHWORTH Troasurer: R. HARTLEY
Chairmen: A, WALKER Vice-Chaimen: J. HALL
Cemmittes:

T. ADLER, R. HATTON, D. HULME, J. BOWDEN, C. FARNWORTH, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Coach: J. CHALLINOR

FIXTURES 1974-75
Ang. 17—Roctdale (Law Cup) ...... H 27-15 Aung. 24—Biackpoot
" 24-B ey 20 Home 1713| o 30—Widnes (730 pom.) Away 1310
t. . Home 9-14 Sept. 7—Blackpool ........... ome
» ¥ . Away ,» 13—Salford (7-30 p.m.) Away
" . Home Oct. 5—Rochdale ....
» 20—Hull K.R. (7-30 p.m.) ...... Away » 12—Wigan
,» 28—Player’s No. 6 (1st Rnd.) »» 19—St. Helens .
Lancs. Cup, Rnd. 1 ...... Home ,» 26—Huyton
Oct. 6—N. Hunslet (3-30 p.m.) ... Away Nov. 2—Swinton
s 12—Hull Home » 8—Warrington
»» 18—Whitehaven (7 o 23—Widnes
s Huyton .. o » 30—
Nov. 3—Swinton .. 5 14—
+w 9—Player’s No. 6 (2nd Rnd.) vy 21—
o 16—Workington ........cceeeneenn Home »w 26—
»w 24—Doncaster (2-30 ) coeeee Away . A8—HUyton ....cceeeecieecccsonenes Home
s 30—Batley ............... .. Home Jan. 4—
Dec. B—Workl?ton (230 .. Away » 11—
o JA—Hull KR .. Home P FAB=BRITOW  .iisciseiciasioraassnens
25—Swinton .......

21—

”
»w 26—Huddersfleld
w 29—Huyton (2-30 p.m.,

Jan. 4—New Hunslet ...
» 11—Doncaster ............
» 17—Barrow (7-00 p.m. >
s 25—Swinton ... Home

,,' &—Chnl!engo Cup (1st Rnd.)
w 15—Leigh (3-45 p.m.) ............
s 22—Challenge Cup (2nd Rnd.)

i
8—St. Helens

. 8l-twhltehaven ............ Home

2 1S TElghs B b R Home

o 23—Batley .. Away

» 30—Hull ... .. Away
Apr. 5—Barrow ... .. Home

w 12—

. 19—

POOLS
OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

BECOME AN AGENT NOW — GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

AND MANY OTHER PRIVILEGES
Pleage contact ALAN TAYLOR at the Pools Office "Phone: 662-6244.

SOCIAL CLUB

WHY NOT CALL IN THE CLUB AFTER THE MATCH FOR A CHAT
AND A DRINK I

Friday and Saturday — LATE CABARET NIGHTS
Restaurant and Light Snacks available ‘Pheone: 624-7240.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
THROUGHOUT
THE SEASON

4p

OVERSEAS RATES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
13 weeks (£1.80) 26 weeks (£3.80) seeson (£5.60)




