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OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH !llll! I!l!l l! I!lL

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the:

Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.

..........................................

..........................................

* The Man of the Match
KEIGHLEY

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will become
Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale

TODAY'S MATCH BALL
presented by

J. CHALLINOR
Sports Outfitter

Warrington

OLDHAM

Tel. 30765

First try of the 1975-6 season went to Oldham forward Bob Welding. He is seen
here, supported by Johnnie Hammond, crossing the Hornets’ line for the first of his
side’s five tries in the Law Cup clash.

(Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.)

B R
24th ~ AUGUST

8p

Sunday
kick-off 3.30 pm
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EVERY PACKET
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

GLAD to see you again for the start
of this our centenary season. We hope
you have spent a happy, hot and
relaxed summer and have recharged
your batteries for the rigours of a
Watersheddings winter.

It has been an eventful close-season
with the first part of the World cham-
pionship down under. We feel sure you
will join with us in tendering our con-
gratulations to David Treasure, who
had a successful trip as a member of
the Welsh squad.

Summer 1975 will never be forgotten,
either, by our physiotherapist Dennis
Wright—but for very different reasons.

A back injury prevented his travelling
to Australia and New Zealand as the
English masseur—a bitter disappoint-
ment not only to Dennis and his family
but to the England party—and to make
matters even worse he spent most of
the summer on his back and had to
cancel a family holiday to the south of
France.

Needless to say we are delighted to
see him back at the club and confident
that he will be recompensed for his
disappointments in some small measure
by landing the English job for the
second part of the world series here in
the autumn.

You will have read in the Press about
Johnnie Farrell’s illness, After collap-
sing on a training session, he was first
in Oldham Royal Infirmary and later
moved to the neuro-surgical unit at
Crumpsall Hospital, Manchester, where
he had an operation for a burst blood
vessel in his head.

Typically, even in very anxious times,
John did not forget his Watersheddings
mates. In the dressing room at Roch-
dale before the Law Cup game they
received a best-wishes telegram from
Crumpsall.

You will all, we feel sure, want to
be associated in sending John the very
best of wishes for a speedy recovery and
a quick return to his wife and family in
Wigan.

Work at the club and on the ground
has gone on steadily throughout the
summer. The ground staff have done
a very good job in restoring the pitch
as you will no doubt appreciate when
you take your place on the terraces or
your seat in the stand.

Many volunteers have helped to give
the woodwork a coat of paint so that
the ground will look ready for the start
of a brand new season.

To all who have helped in any way
to prepare for the Watersheddings kick-
off today we offer thanks, just as we
do to the organisations, such as the
pools team, the Supporters’ Club and
the Vice-Presidents’ Association who
have been busy as usual in the field of
fund-raising.

Naturally, we are all looking forward
eagerly to our efforts in the First Divi-
sion again.

We are hopeful that gates will
increase considerably because the sea-
son is going to be a crucial one, not
only for Oldham but for Rugby League
football generally.

Ground safety regulations, V.A.T.,
the new National Insurance contribu-
tion scheme, Government pressures to
commerce to ease up on sponsorship,
the high level of unemployment, and
the general effects of hypo-inflation will
hit our sport badly.

Make no mistake, from the financial
point of view, it is going to be a long,
hard winter. Within the game there are
fears for the future of one or two
clubs.

At Oldham we believe we can over-
come heavy odds and win the battle—
but we can do it only with your help
and loyal assistance.

As part of the centenary year effort
we are having a big drive on member-
ship and season tickets. If you haven’t
already done so, consider having a go.

Every little helps, and Kevin Wilkin-
son, the Secretary, will be delighted
to hear from you before or after the
match.




Hope on the Horizon

RUGBY League faces a desperate
battle for survival over the next couple
of years. Clubs are losing money at a
sickening rate and there’s no doubt
that it’s going to get worse.

Yet, incredibly, if clubs can survive
the present financial crisis — a crisis
that is affecting all professional sports
—there is real hope on the horizon.

For the game at school, college and
university level is at its strongest for
years and interest is increasing almost
daily.

As Rugby League Secretary, David
Oxley, says: “The game has made tre-
mendous strides at schoolboy level.

“For instance in the Rugby Union
stronghold of Morley there wasn’t one
school playing Rugby League until this
season. Now there are ten taking up
the game and there’s a chance that
more will follow.

“In Goole six schools have decided
to play Rugby League and elsewhere
in the North there’s certainly been a
sudden upsurge in interest.

“More than a dozen Youth Clubs in
the Humberside area have also decided
to take up the game and they’ll be
catering for the 14-16 age group and,
of course, there’s the University and
College Leagues.

“These are making fantastic progress
not only in the North, but in the Mid-
lands where Rugby League is really
catching on.

“Now, for the first time, young lads
can see a continuity in playing Rugby
League. They can start playing at

school, carry on at youth clubs, col-
leges or universities and then play
amateur Rugby League with the assis-
tance of B.A.R.L.A., who have made
tremendous strides over the last few
years.

“And it’s this sort of continuity that’s
going to help raise the standard of
Rugby League in Britain. Already we
have the best players in the world—
and it could get better.

“Professional clubs will have much
more home grown talent to choose
from which could prove vital, espec-
ially as it’s going to get increasingly
difficult to persuade top class Rugby
Union players to turn professional.”

Secretary Oxley watched more than
100 games all over the world during his
first 12 months in office and the one
thing he found most surprising was
the consistently high standard of games.

“Unlike any other sport, fans can go
to a Rugby League match and be 75
per cent. certain of seeing a good

game.

“I think we probably under value our
players in this country. We certainly
produce some of the best footballers
in the world—one glance at the Austra-
lian League proves that.

“All the real footballers in Australia
are English imports—Mick Stephenson,
Bill Ashurst and Phil Lowe.

“We must keep up and improve on
our present high standard and I'm sure
we will. At last it’s now realistic to
be optimistic about Rugby League.”

OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.

]

'MAIN FORD DEALER
SINCE 1911

TEL.: 061-652 2411

HIRE OUR

VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties —— Weddings —— Birthdays, etc.
PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details

WEATHERSEAL

> A true luxury conversion

WEATHERSEAL WINDOWS LTD.

TURNER STREET, LEES, OLDHAM.
Telephone: 061-624 3005/6999

STILL THE GREATEST NAME IN DOUBLE GLAZING!

Arthur Goss &
Son
“THE MAN'S SHOP"”

Yr Quality Men's Wear by Best
Makers

Y¢r Ready to Wear Suits by “Daks",

““Maenson” and ‘‘Sumrie”
¥r Raincoats by “Burberry".

“Driway”
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM
Tel.: 624 2086

Greenwood St.

Stores
(behind Hill Stores)

FOR THE BEST IN 2nd-HAND
FURNITURE AT PRICES YOU
CAN AFFORD

PHONE: 624 3642
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Break time for Oldham players in their 29-2 Law Cup victory at Rochdale two weeks
ago—their biggest score at the Athletic Grounds since 1964. The picture shows
committeeman Keith Potter on the bench, the Oldham players having their half-time
breather, and coach Jim Challinor giving one or two hints.

—Picture by Oldham Evening Chronicle.

Name the g players left to right and win two free seat tickets for our match v.
St. Helens on 31st August. First correct entry received at the Secretary’s office will
be judged the winner.

LEFT TO RIGHT: 6

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES
b

Y& o o
G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM
Telephone: 624 4301

OUR VISITORS svoonams

THE four up and four down pro-
motion and relegation system makes it
extremely difficult for newly promoted
clubs to maintain their First Division
status and the Oldham club are in no
doubt that the months ahead are to be
full of hard work if they are to kick
off next season in the Premier Division.

Oldham’s first home match of this
1975-76 season is against Keighley who
won promotion in 1974 and who
managed to stay up with the big clubs.
The three clubs promoted with Keigh-
ley were Bradford Northern, York and
Halifax and already after just one sea-
son, two of those clubs, York and
Halifax, have slipped back down into
Division Two. York paid out plenty of
good money on players in the hope of
avoiding the drop but all to no avail
and this indicates the tremendous task
facing Oldham this season.

Keighley visit Watersheddings this
afternoon for the first time since Nov-
ember 1970 when an exciting match
went to the Yorkshire club by 16 points
to 13. The attendance for that match
was 1,515 who saw all 29 points being
scored by just two players. Terry Gar-
rett was Oldham’s points scorer with a
try and 5 goals whilst Keighley, who
led 6-4 at half-time, had to thank full-
back Brian Jefferson for their victory
with his 2 tries and 5 goals. The match
was a hard fought and exciting affair
that was only marred by the dismissal
of Ivan Pascoe, the Keighley winger.
The two teams lined up as follows:
Oldham—Martin Murphy; Mike Elliott,
Graham Starkey, Terry Garrett, Phil
Larder; Tommy Davies, Ged Smith;
Ken Wilson, Kevin Taylor, Alan Ogden,
Bob Irving, Bill Churm and Ray
Clark. Substitutes: Cliff Sayer and Jim
Reynolds.

Keighley — Brian Jefferson; George
Simpson, Dave Wilmot, Terry O’Brien,
Ivan Pascoe; Bob Smith, Colin Evans;
Mick Clark, Alan Dickenson, Keith
Pollard, Alan Hepworth, Dave Garbett,
and John Butler. Substitutes: John
Philbin and Tom Searle.

Keighley followed this up by win-
ning 20-8 in the return match at Lawk-
holme Lane to complete the double, a
feat they will be determined to repeat
again this season.

They certainly have assembled a
squad capable of upsetting all but the
top clubs thanks to a productive youth
policy and a couple of sensible sign-
ings from the transfer market. One such
signing was the purchase of Stuart
Gallagher from Bradford Northern, Gal-
lagher began his rugby career with
Llanelli R.U.F.C. and played Union for
Wales Under-19 and Wales ‘B’ before
gaining a full Welsh cap together with
a trip to South Africa with the 1969
Barbarian team. In June 1970 he turned
professional with Northern for a repor-
ted £6,500 and although he took time
to adapt to the League game he be-
came a popular member of the Brad-
ford pack. Last season he gained his
first professional representative honours
when he played three times for Other
Nationalities. It was in January last that
Keighley snapped him up for a bargain
£2,000 fee and by the end of the sea-
son he had played twice in the Welsh
team. It must have been a big disap-
pointment for Gallagher when he was
overlooked for the trip to Australasia
but further honours are sure to come
his way as he assists small town Keigh-
ley to challenge the big names in Rugby
League’s Premier Division.




—— FOR BEER AT ITS BEST
EILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE

PRINTERS ARMS

OLDHAM ROAD DENSHAW
Telephone: Saddleworth 4248

(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD.

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS
Imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica

Mouldings; Doors; Dowels. - Stockists of “Weyroc' and Interwoven Fencing.

SAWING, PLANING & MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT-PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS —— ASHTON ROAD —— OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 7421
also branch at Glebelands Road, Sale. Tel.: 061-969 7543

The
SPORTS FINAL

for all local sport

Horman Lester & (o

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

9 UNION STREET OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

Chat with Challinor

RUGBY LEAGUE has a proud record
for leading the way in sport.

Our Union cousins have adopted
several rules from the professional code
to improve their own game and both
the R.F.U. and the soccer authorities
took a leaf out of Rugby League’s book
when they introduced substitutes.

There were many doubters when,
some years ago, Rugby League decided
to end once and for all the possibilities
of matches being absolutely ruined be-
cause of serious injuries.

But slowly and surely the idea of
substitutes caught on and they are now
part and parcel of both soccer and
Rugby Union.

Rugby League, to its credit, has never
been afraid to take bold steps in a bid
to keep the game on its toes and try
and ensure value for money for the pay-
ing customer.

I know that some will say it has
been too bold: that too many changes,
both in the rules and the constitution
of the League, have been made and
that the code has suffered because of
it,

That will not be the case, I am sure,
with regard to the new “instant treat-
ment” system which Watersheddings
followers will witness for the first time
today.

I am equally confident that before the
season is through the administrators of
other sports will have begun to sit up
and take note of yet another Rugby
League first.

The idea of play proceeding while
injured players receive treatment, in-
stead of being stopped, first came to
my attention during the tour of Aus-
tralia in 1974.

I had never seen it in practice before
but I was immediately impressed.

First and foremost it enables the
trainer or physiotherapist to get out to
the injured player immediately instead
of waiting until he is signalled on by
the referee.

There are obvious benefits there—
but in addition the new system prevents
all those irritating little stoppages in
play caused by knocks which are not
serious but nevertheless do require
attention.

And if we reduce the number of
stoppages in our game then it can only
improve even more as a spectator
sport.

I did, in fact, mention in this column
midway through last season that it

would be well worth the while of the
English Rugby League giving consider-
ation to the Australian system,

As it happened there was a sequel to
the first phase of the world champion-
ships in Australia and New Zealand
in June when the international board,
consisting of representatives from Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, France and Eng-
land, strongly urged Chapeltown Road
to adopt “instant treatment” here.

The League passed on the recom-
mendation to members of the Senior
Referees’ Association — this greater
liaison is a very wise and welcome
sign—and our men in the middle in
turn recommended acceptance.

Hence came to pass the introduction
into the English game of the rapid
intervention of trainers whenever a
player goes down injured.

Obviously, there will be early prob-
lems to overcome. In the Law Cup at
Rochdale we got away with a little bit
of indiscretion when one of our players,
being treated by Brian Churm, sud-
denly saw an opposing forward coming
towards him and dragged himself away
from Brian ‘to make the tackle.

In my book that should have con-
stituted a scrum-down for it is com-
monsense that when a player is being
treated he is just as much “out of
play” as the player who, finding him-
self yards offside but not interfering,
will throw his arms high into the air
to indicate that he has no intention
of obstructing the opposition.

In the event, play was allowed to
continue but although Rochdale were
allowed to retain possession thanks to
the play-the-ball it seemed to me that
we were lucky to get away with that
one.

Referees, trainers, and players will
take some time to get accustomed to
the new rule and I wouldn’t be sur-
prised, as the season gets properly
under way, if there is need for the cir-
culation of instructions to referees
covering any given set of circumstan-
ces.

In the long-term, however, I am
convinced that “instant treatment” will
be a tremendous success. Watch it care-
fully today—and see what you think.

Finally, may I welcome you all to
Watersheddings again for the start of a
brand new season. ;

For weeks now I have been eagerly
awaiting the start. I know the players
have—and I suppose you have, too.



Why Not? We’ve Heard About it, Let’s Try it!

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Top-Line Cabaret every Friday and Saturday — First-Class Meals at very
competitive prices — Open till 2 a.m.

Next Week’s Cabaret — 29th and 30th August
Fabulous Group—RUSTY Hilarious Comedian, BOBBY SHACK
plus other artistes

Party Groups made very welcome
Telephone: 061-624 0365

WHY NOT BECOME A POOLS AGENT?

AND RECEIVE
v A FREE SEASON TICKET ¥
¥ GENEROUS COMMISSION %
vc FREE WEEKLY AGENTS’ DRAW ¢
¥ BONUS ON WINS
YOU CAN BE AN AGENT FOR EITHER OF 2 GREAT POOLS
THE THREE N’EASY — OVER £300 PRIZE MONEY WEEKLY
OR
THE NEW BIG BINGO TICKET — OVER £420 IN PRIZES WEEKLY

To:
ALAN TAYLOR, THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

| would like further details of becoming a POOLS AGENT. | am over 18
years of age. | understand that | am under no obligation.

Name

Address

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham)

President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: A, WALKER

Vice-Chairman: J., HALL Treasurer: R, HARTLEY
Committee:

A. ADLER, J. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, R. HATTON, D. HULME, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Promotions Manager: A. TAYLOR
Coach: J. CHALLINOR Assistant Coach: K. WILSON
Groundsman: W. BUCKLEY Assistant Groundsman: A. WOOLEY

FIXTUES 1975-76

1975 F. A. 1975

Aug. 10—Rochdale (Law Cup) ..,... A Aug. 30—Swinton (Lancs. Shield)...A
17—Warrington A Sept. 6—Swinton (Lancs. Shield) ...H
24—Keighley  ...... 20—WIgRR ...iiiiciussiisdgpased A
31—St. Helens (Lan Oct. 4—Swinton 3

Sept. 7—Featherstone .................. A 18—Warrington
4 14—Lancashire Cup—round 2 25—Leigh ...
21—WIBAN “iivaivecsorsnosarsasnaraves H Nov. 14—Salford
28-—Players’ No. 6 29—Rochdale
Oct. Anecusees Dec. 6—Salford ....
12—Huddersfield 13—St. Helens .
18—Leeds ........ 2 20—Huyton
26—Wakefield S 27—Barrow
Nov. 2—Dewsbu H 1976
9-—Players’ No. 6—round 2 Jan. 10—Swinton ........cceeiiiiiiiieen
16—Salford ..... 23—Widnes ... v
22—Huddersfield 31—Rochdale
30—Leeds .... Feb. 7—St. Helens :
Dec. 14—St. Helens 2 21—Wigan ...........
21—Bradford ..... Mar. 5—Warrington
26—Swinton ..... . 13——-Lei§h B
Jan. 1—Salford ... ey
i B BB 4 2
) o i H Apr. 3—Huyton ...
18—Dewsbury
25—Widnes o
Feb. 8—St. Helens ...............c..... A
15—Challenge Cup (1)
21—WIgan .......cccieenieinenianines A
29—Challenge Cup (2)
Mar. 7—Wakefield .............ccoieees H
12—Castleford <

2]1—Widnes ........
28—Featherstone ..
Apr. 7—Warrington
11—Bradford ..
16—Hull K.R. .
19—Swinton

Home or away you're on a winner
with DIAL-A-CAR 633 2101
Matching Cars and Mini Coaches
for the larger parties 624 1159
Day and Night 24-hour Service

633 2101 _ '

121 YORKSHIRE STREET, OLDHAM . P
Weddings a Speciality — Contract
Telephone: 633 2101 ) Work

DIAL-A-CAR
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