Oldham

MURPHY, M,

ELLIOTT, M.
LARDER P.

BOTTOM, S.
BARTON, E.

TREASURE, D.
McCONE, M.

HUGHES, B.
TAYLOR. K.
KEAR B.
HALL, F.
FLANAGAN, K.
PETERS A.

[—
OV O\ LAWK =

— et ok
W N =

14

15

Referee:

H.T.F. MASON (Halifax)

Wakefield

SMITH, D.
CROOK, T.
SUTCLIFFE, J.
OULTON, H.

TOPLISS, D,
HUDSON, T.

TONKS, L.

A.N. OTHER
BALLANTYNE, G.
IDLE, G.

ELLIS, I.

RAYNE. Keith

LANGTON, T.
RAYNE, Kevin

T. Clayton (Widnes) Red
K. Ashall (Prescott) Orange
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OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the
Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.

The Man of the Match
WAKEFIELD

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over

~the whole season will become

Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH
v YORK

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale
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TODAY'S MATCH BALL
presented by

BALL SPONSORS WANTED
Apply The Secretary 'y

Tel. 624 4865




People like you
are changing
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EVERY PACKET
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

MAY we take this opportunity of thank-
ing all those supporters who have helped
us to reach the third round of the
Challenge Cup for the third time in
four years.

We could have asked for a better tie
than that at St. Helens next Sunday
(kick-off 3 p.m.) but you have to take
what comes and we can gain some con-
fidence from our performances against
the top teams, particularly away from
home, in this somewhat up-and-down
season.

We WERE lucky to beat York. That
is true. But it is equally true that our
performance that day has no real bear-
ing either on our general displays this
season or how one can reasonably
expect us to perform at Knowsley Road.

Not only do York now possess a very
big pack but, as underdogs, they came
here with everything to gain and noth-
ing to lose ... just as we will go to St.
Helens who are now made cup favour-
ites by the bookmakers at 2-1 against.

We were very wary about going to
Huyton and we were equally wary about
our task against York. For the simple
reason that the underdogs tend to raise
their game on the day and can so easily
hustle and harrass the favourites out of
it.

Have you stopped to think that the
Saints might feel just the same way
about Oldham? We did, after all, beat
them in a League game only four weeks
ago.

And our record against the top teams
this season has not been a bad one by
any standards. The two drubbings by
Salford apart we have generally played
much better against better-class oppo-
sition.

We held Salford, second in the
League, to a draw at the Willows on
New Year’s Day and we knocked Wid-
nes, currently placed third, out of the
Floodlit Trophy.

We were by far the better side in the
first half at Wigan (4th) and although
losing twice to fifth-placed Leeds we
were the better side at Headingley,
losing only to a try involving that hooter
incident, and lost the return match at

Watersheddings only to a Les Dyl
“special” with five minutes to go.

Wakefield and St. Helens, placed
sixth and seventh, were both beaten on
their own home grounds and we have
also won away from home at Dewsbury,
Bradford and Keighley.

It goes without saying that it will be
a very hard tie to win.

But don’t run away with the idea
that we are on a hiding to nothing.
For the first time in this season’s Chal-
lenge Cup competition we are rank
outsiders and, if nothing else, it will be
a refreshing change to prepare for the
match with that in mind.

We will, of course, be relying on
plenty of support from Oldham and we
think we can get it, judging by the
numbers who followed us to Huyton in
the first round and for the League
match at Wigan.

Stand tickets for the tie will be on
sale at the pavilion office today. They
are priced at 75p, 80p and 85p.

We have received our full one-third
allocation but that represents only
about 700 seats so if you want to ensure
yourselves of comfort- at Knowsley
Road, and a grandstand view to boot,
now is the time to get your ticket.

You may think it strange that admis-
sion to this THIRD-ROUND tie will
cost you less than it did to get into the
SECOND-ROUND match here at
Watersheddings.

The answer is simple. In our last pro-
gramme notes we outlined the reasons
for the prices we charged against York
and judging by the attendance the fans
saw our point of view.

St. Helens tend to take a different
view. The cup prices are fixed by
mutual consent and in the event of
dispute the League acts to arbitrate.

But as there was only two weeks
between the two ties and it was essen-
tial to get the tickets on sale as quickly
as possible we felt we couldn’t spare
the time to press our claims and go to
the League.

In the end we settled for a compro-
mise.




For the Price of a Stamp

by
Roger Halstead
of the
OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

RUGBY LEAGUE coverage in the
national press is very much on the
decline.

It is perhaps unfair to generalise
because some papers do allocate more
space to League than others. But it
doesn’t need a close scrutiny of the
nationals to conclude with a reasonable
degree of accuracy that our game is
%osing column inches—and losing them
ast,

You cannot put a pint into a gill
glass, and vast changes in our social
climate over the last decade or so have
led to the growth in popularity of such
participation sports as fishing, bowls,
squash and numerous other hobbies
and pastimes that are now overtaking
Rugby League in the national paper
sports editors’ list of priorities.

As League has waned—certainly in
terms of gate figures—there has been
a boom in other sports, Union included,
and this is not unnaturally reflected in
our sports pages.

While sitting at home the other day
I glanced, at random, at three popular
morning papers.

One carried 15 paragraphs of Rugby
League, a 12-paragraph bowls column,
and no fewer than 38 paragraphs of
Rugby Union, split into five different
stories by named writers.

Another carried ONE filler paragraph
on League but a huge spread on bowls,
including a picture.

Another managed 10 paragraphs on
League in its total of six tabloid pages
of sports.

I am well aware that I am leaving
myself wide open to accusations that
you cannot gauge the quantity of pub-
licity given to any one sport by merely
taking one day’s editions.

It could, I agree, have been a quiet
day on the League front—but with
papers regularly carrying news and fea-
tures these days on squash, bowls and
fishing it must naturally follow that
League coverage diminishes.

Sadly, this is only the start of it.
With the advance of technology in the
print and allied industries vast changes
in national newspaper production are
envisaged in the next year or two.

Manchester, in the next few years,
will lose its “pull” as the biggest
national newspaper centre outside Fleet
Street. One can expect a much heavier
ccloncentration of production from Lon-

on.

There is a very real threat of the
League area — Yorkshire, Lancashire
and Cumbria — becoming little more
than a grey area on the national papers’
anap of campaign, if not exactly a mere

ot.

Alive to the problems, the RL Coun-
cil appointed, a little more than 18
months ago, it own PRO in the shape
of the energetic and hard - working
David Howes.

As a full-time journalist himself
David knows as well as I, or any other
newspaperman working in Rugby
League, just how hard life can be in
the battle for space—possibly more so
than many, including myself, working in
newspapers covering a limited area.

He is doing a good job in the face
of most tremendous odds, but he needs
the support and backing of all RL men
—and particularly the help of YOU,
the fans on the terraces—if the fight
is to be won.

In the ultimate analysis it is the views
and opinions of you people, the readers
of Rugby League, that are going to
count most.

YOU are the sports editors’ market.
YOU are the people who may very well
choose which paper you buy on the
strength, or weakness, of the game’s
coverage in that paper. YOU are the
men, and women, who need to shout
from the grandstands and terraces of
our grounds that you want to see more
space given to our game.

For 6&9 postage — a letter to the
sports editor of the paper you take—
you can do Rugby League a big ser-
vice.

- OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.

MAIN FORD DEALER
SINCE 1911

TEL.: 061-652 2411

.~ WEATHERSEAL

i

@ A true luxury conversion

WEATHERSEAL WINDOWS LTD.

TURNER STREET, LEES, OLDHAM:
Telephone: 061-624 3005/6999

STILL THE GREATEST NAME IN DOUBLE GLAZING!

Arthur Goss &
Son

“THE MAN’S SHOP"
¥r Quality Men's Wear by Best
Makers

b3S

“Maenson” and “Sumrie"
¥r Raincoats by "Burberry”.

“Driway”
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM
Tel.: 624 2086

Ready to Wear Suits by “Daks",

Greenwood St.

Stores
(behind Hill Stores)

FOR THE BEST IN 2nd-HAND
FURNITURE AT PRICES YOU
CAN AFFORD

PHONE: 624 3642




Get out of that! Our winger, Eddie Barton, comes to a full stop in the
face of a challenge by York forward Alan Rhodes during the second-
round Challenge Cup tie.

Others in the picture (left to right) are: Stuart Bottom, John Hughes,
Dave Barends, and Jackie Marston.

Picture by courtesy of the EVENING CHRONICLE.

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES
byz. .

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.
19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM
Telephone: 624 4301

OUR VISITORS - oonvars

After the thrilling, if somewhat for-
tunate, victory over York in last week’s
absorbing cup tie, Oldham return to
the bread and butter of League foot-
ball today with an equally attractive
match against another top Yorkshire
side, Wakefield Trinity.

Oldham’s amazing 23-18 win at Wake-
field last October, which was achieved
after trailing 2-18, gives them the
opportunity of scoring their first
League double over Trinity since sea-
son 1956-57. On that occasion Oldham
won 20-18 away and by 19-15 at home
and that double, plus a similar feat in
1954-55 (when they won 32-22 away
and by 8-7 at home) are the only two
occasions since the war that Oldham
have defeated Trinity twice in League
matches in one seascn. Indeed the win
at Wakefield this season was Oldham’s
first victory at Belle Vue since 1962.

Oldham’s last double victory in 1956-
57 came when the club had its best
ever side but in the late 1950s as Old-
ham declined it was Wakefield who rose
to dominate Rugby League during the
early sixties. An indication of Trinity’s
rise to power was given to Oldham
when they met Wakefield at Belle Vue
in the third match of season 1958-59
when a crowd of 13,200 saw Oldham
surprisingly beaten 23-7. Trinity scored
5 tries that afternoon from Ken Rollin
(3), Aubrey Houlden and Fred Smith,
who went on to break his club’s try-
scoring record that season with 37
touchdowns. Other club records that
fell during that season were the goal
and point scoring records claimed by
Neil Fox (146 goals, 370 pts.) and he
duly obliged that afternoon by landing 4
goals. Oldham’s 7 points came from
two goals by Bernard Ganley and a try
from Des McKeown. The teams for that
match were as follows:

Wakefield Trinity—Eric Lockwood;
Fred Smith, Keith Holliday, Neil Fox,
Aubrey Houlden; Harry Poynton, Ken
Rollin; Sam Evans, John Shaw, Bob
Kelly, Albert Firth, Les Chamberlain
and Ken Traill.

Oldham — Bernard Ganley; Dick
Cracknell, Johnny Edwards, Dennis
Ayres, Geoff Sims; Alan Kellett, Frank
Stirrup; Ron Rowbottom, Jack Keith,
Don Vines, Charlie Winslade, Des Mc-
Keown and Derek Turner.

Three weeks later Oldham gained
revenge by beating Trinity 28-11 at
home but Wakefield’s improvement con-
tinued and later that season three of
Oldham’s stars of their Championship
winning side, John Etty, Don Vines and
Derek Turner, moved over the Pen-
nines to join Wakefield’s highly suc-
cessful squad.

The present Trinity side have made
a determined effort this season to lift a
major prize and are still in with a
chance of becoming First Division
Champions. They lie in sixth place in
the Championship table having won 13
of their 21 League matches. Five of
Wakefield’s 8 League defeats this sea-
son have occurred at Belle Vue and if
their form at home was as good as it is
away, then Trinity would surely head
the League table. The three away
defeats sustained by Trinity were at
Wigan 29-20, Dewsbury 31-8 and Swin-
ton 23-10 but in contrast Wakefield
won away against First Division pace
makers Salford 16-9 and Widnes 12-9.

Trinity must win today if they are to
keep in the Championship chase but for
Oldham, too, victory is important for
every point is vital in the quest to
gain a top eight spot and with it a
place in the end-of-season Premiership
play-off.




FOR BEER AT ITS BEST
EILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE

PRINTERS ARMS

OLDHAM ROAD DENSHAW
Telephone: Saddleworth 4248

(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD.

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica )
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels. — Stockists of “"Weyroc' and Interwoven Fencing.

SAWING, PLANING & MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT-PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT
SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS —— ASHTON ROAD —— OLDHAM
' . Telephone: 061-652 7421
also: branch at Glebelands Road, Sale. Tel.: 061-969 7543

The
SPORTS FINAL

for all local sport

Brian Batty

It is ten years ago that Rugby League
showed the way to other sports with
the introduction of substitutes.

The move was made at the annual
meeting of the League in time for the
start of the 1964-65 season.

The original plan was passed per-
mitting clubs to have two substitutes
for the replacement of injured players
up to half time.

Club officials and coaches quickly
realised that it was necessary to have
players replaced at any stage of the
game.

It was also felt that there was noth-
ing wrong with substitutes being intro-
duced as a tactical measure.

It was also inevitable that Soccer
and Rugby Union would follow suit in
a move that has been hailed as a great
success.

Soccer teams are allowed only one
substitute but it séems now that they
are ready to step ahead of the rugby
codes.

First Division Manchester City have
been examining the treatment of sub-
stitutes or rather the need to bring
them in from the cold.

They feel that normal tracksuits are
inadequate for players who may be
rooted to a bench for the best part of
an hour or more cn a wintry afternoon
or evening,

So they have arranged with the firm
who provided the clothing for Britain’s
recent Everest expedition to supply
special suits for their substitutes.

They will take the shope of an all-
in-one suit and special material will
certainly keep out the worst winds,
rain and cold that this country can
produce.

Soccer is big business and that is why
the cost, which is in the region of £70
for one suit, is unlikely to cause any
financial problems.

It might be a different matter for
many Rugby League clubs but even so
those who can afford to take such a
step could find it wise investment for
the future.

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET OLDHAM

Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

HIRE OUR

VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties —— Weddings —— Birthdays, etc.

PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details




OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Why Not? We’ve Heard About it, Let’s Try it!
Top-Line Cabaret every Friday and Saturday — First-Class Meals at very
competitive prices — Open till 2 a.m.

Party Groups made very welcome

Telephone: 061-624 0365

The Pools Office is open before and after the match

WHY NOT BECOME A POOLS AGENT?

for either the

Great Perma Pool or £1000 Bingo

v¢ GENEROUS COMMISSION ¢

¥¢ A FREE SEASON TICKET +%
¥ FREE WEEKLY AGENTS’ DRAW <%

To:
ALAN TAYLOR, THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

| would like further details of becoming a POOLS AGENT. | am over 18
years of age. | understand that | am under no obligation.

Name

Address ..

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham)

President: H, V. ASHWORTH Chairman: A. WALKER

Vice-Chairman: J. HALL Treasurer: R, HARTLEY
Committee:

A. ADLER, ]J. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, R. HATTON, D. HULME, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Promotions Manager: A. TAYLOR
Coach: J. CHALLINOR Assistant Coach: K. WILSON
Physiotherapist: S. TAYLOR Assistant Physiotherapist: B. CHURM
Groundsman: W, BUCKLEY Assistant Groundsman: A, WOOLEY

FIXTURES 1975-76

1975 F. A, 1975

Aug. 10—Rochdale (Law Cup) ...... A 29- 2 Aug. 30—Swinton (Lancs. Shield)...A 12- 7
17—Warrington .........ccceeeienans A — Sept. 6—Swinton (Lancs. Shield) ...H 29-10
24—Keighley A 13-12 20—Wigan  ...... A —_
31—St. Helens (Lanc 17-19 Oct. 4—Swinton s H

Sept. 7—Featherstone 5-27 18—Warrington H
14—Lancashire Cup—round 2 — 25—Leigh ......... H 38-17
21—Wigan ......cveeiiiieiieiiiinnn. H 10-24 Nov. 14—Salford A
28—Player’s No. 6—Huyton A 17- 8 29—Rochdale A

Oct. 5—Keighley ........ccccccvevuinnane A 17- 8 Dec. 6—Salford ... H
12—Huddersfield svesidL 17-28 13—St. Helens A
18—Leeds ......... LA 15-18 20—Huyton ...... i - §
26—Wakefield LA 23-18 27—Barrow  ....., sieH.

Nov. 2—Dewsbury ... H 15- 6 1976
9—Players’ No. 6 Jan. 10—Swinton ...... vousl
16—Salford  ....cceceraeeisiiicnsse H 10-37 23—Widnes  ...... ool
22—Huddersfield A 14-19 31—Rochdale H
30—Leeds ......... H 11-12 Feb. 7—St. Helens ... H

Dec. 14—St. Helens ... H — 21—Wigan ......... H
21—Bradford .. LA 20-14 Mar. 5—Warrington A
26—Swinton .. H 25- 5 13—Leigh H

Jan. 1—Salford .. A 8- 8 20—Widnes H
4—Castleford H 6- 8 27—Barrow A
11—Hull K.R. H 10- 3 Apr. 3—Huyton A
18—Dewsbury 5 A 16- 4
25—Widnes ...ooeiviiieniiniennn. H P.

Feb. 8—St. Helens ...........ccoceeennn A 8-7
15—Challenge Cup (1)
21—WHRAN ..congsoeoscsosisapsissosss A 7-16

29—Challenge Cup (2)

Mar. 7—Wakefield ...
12—Castleford
21—Widnes .....
28—Featherstone ...

Apr. 7—Warrington
11—Bradford
16—Hull K.R. ..
19—Swinton

Home or away you’re on a winner
with DIAL-A-CAR 633 2101
Matching Cars and Mini Coaches
for the larger parties 624 1159
Day and Night 24-hour Service

633 2101 . |

121 YORKSHIRE STREET, OLDHAM ; Aok
Weddings a Speciality — Contract
Telephone: 633 2101 Work

DIAL-A-CAR




