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SCORE EVERY TIME . ..
when you choose from
the range of fine clothes
for all the family at

CALVERTS

We also have a full range
of household linens,
fabrics, dress
materials, etc.

We welcome both
BARCLAYCARD
and ACCESS CARD
holders

34/47 ALBERT ROAD
WIDNES
051-424 4114/5/6

Printed by Swale Press Limited, Widnes.
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PROGRAMME

Rug‘::"ig::tsball

NAUGHTON PARK
LOWERHOUSE LANE

Sunday,
March 21st,

1976
Kick-off 3.0 p.m.
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RONALD HANKIN

GENTS BESPOKE TAILOR

53 VICTORIA ROAD

WIDNES
051-424 5695
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GREENALL'S ALES
AND STOUTS

GRIFFIN

Commission Agent

Registered Office:

5 WITT ROAD
HOTEL
J. G. Mercer, Proprietor Tel. 4267-8-9
Also at

FARNWORTH ST.
WIDNES
Phone 051-424 3542

1 MAJOR CROSS STREET &
2 EDWIN STREET, WIDNES;
2a REGENT ST., RUNCORN
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YOUR LEADING

e !
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION “im.._. :
ENGINEERS . . . The Electrical APPROYEO CONTRACTOR

Contractors' Association

e

eeds

WIDNES LIMITED

APPLETON VILLAGE, WIDNES Telephone 051-424 2471 (4 lines)
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WIDNES FOOTBALL CLUB

NAUGHTON PARK

SEASON 1975/76 TEL. 051-424 2792

Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners 1930, 1937, 1964, 1975; runners-up 1934, 1950
: Northern Championship runners-up 1936
Lancashire Challenge Cup winners 1945, 1974, 1975; runners-up 1928, 1940, 1955, 1971
Lancashire Championship winners 1920; Runners-up 1936, 1947
Western Division Championship runners-up 1963
BBC-2 Floodlit Competition: Runners-up 1972, 1973
Player’s No. 6 Trophy winners 1976; runners-up 1975

Chief Patron, THE EARL OF DERBY, M.C.
President: Mr. R. BEE
Chairman: Mr, J. WOODWARD

Committee:
Mr. J. HAYES
Mr. D. K. MORGAN

Mr. H. DITCHFIELD
Mr. J. HARTLES
Mr. B. FORAN

Mr. F. NYLAND
Mr. R. OWEN
Mr. J. J. DAVIES

Secretary/General Manager: Mr. H. GREENWOOD
13 Radnor Drive, Widnes Tel. 051-424 0164

Hon. Surgeon:
Dr. G. TANDY

Coach:
Mr. F. MYLER

Physiotherapist:
Mr, F. TOBIN

Rugby League Council Representative:

Mr. J. J. DAVIES Mr. H. DITCHFIELD

Lancs County Representative:

WEDDING AND COMMERCIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY
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Welcome to @ldham

Today we have the pleasure of entertaining our friends from Oldham
who have beaten some of the top clubs since promotion to the First
Division this season, and at present the league positions are Widnes 5th,
Oldham 10th. Today they will be hoping to repeat their BBC-2 Floodlit
Trophy win last September at Watersheddings.

In their line-up today Martin Murphy, full-back and captain, has been
with the club 8} years. Signed from Leigh Miners, Martin has gained
County and International honours, and guested successfully in Australia,
Martin is in the mould of attacking full-backs, and has an eye for ex-
ploiting any gaps in defence.

Mike Elliot, in his twelfth season, is top try scorer with 12 tries to his
credit. He had a joint benefit two seasons ago with Kevin Taylor. Phil
Larder, equally at home on the wing or in the centre, was signed from
Sale. He has been the club’s leading points scorer for the last three
seasons, and is a most reliable goalkicker. Eddie Barton, centre or wing,
has been with the club three years, and is a schoolteacher colleague of
Phil Larder. Stuart Bottom, a local junior product, is anether possible
back, along with Johnny Blair, an Oldham ‘B’ team product. Steve Lund
is a wingman signed from a Castleford junior side after playing school-
boy International at Crystal Palace. Keith Jackson is another threequarter
who graduated from Oldham ‘B’ team and is knocking on the first team
door after two games.

At haif-back, signed from Bradford Northern two years ago, stand-off
David Treasure played for Wales in Australia, scoring the decisive try
against England. David is the costliest signing in the side at £4,000. At
scrum-half is Mick McCone, signed from Doncaster four seasons ago at a
bargain price of £750. Mick is of the tough terrier type scrum-halves
loved by all rugby enthusiasts.

In a strong pack Terry Ramshaw is a useful buy from Hull at £500.
Terry hopes to guest in Australia during the close season, providing he
can take his wife and family along. At hooker is Kevin Taylor, signed
from a local junior club twelve years ago. Renowned for his hooking and
his play in the loose, Kevin has played at Under-24 International level and
for his county. Barry Kear, who was signed recently from Hull K.R. for
£2,500, so impressed the spectators in his trials at Watersheddings that
they contributed £2,000 towards his fee.

Fred Hall, an Oldham junior, wag signed for £750 from Blackpool
Borough. Fred is a powerful second-row. Kevin Flanagan, who left Old-
ham for Rochdale, was re-signed after Rochdale let him go. Tony Peters is
another snip Oldham acquired after Leigh crossed him off their books.
Brian Hughes is another candidate in the forwards, gigned from Leeds
for £1,000.

Here’s anticipating The Chemics avenging that Floodlit Trophy defeat
and an entertaining afternoon’s rughy!

TODAY’S REFEREE

Today’s referee, Mr. T. J. Court, comes from Bradford. He passed the
referees’ exam in 1972, was promoted to Grade 2 in 1974, and upgraded
to Grade 1 in July 1975. He enjoys reading science fiction, and his hobbies
include badminton, table tennis and schools rugby league. Married with
one baby son, he is a schoolteacher,

-+

CUP-TIE SCENE

At Wilderspool Stadium in the third-round tie of the Challenge Cup
trail The Chemics met their old rivals The Wire in a repeat of last
season’s final. Never a classic, but then few cupties produce the brand
of rugby that graced Wembley Stadium last May. This was typical, no-
nonsense rugby with the close result flattering Warrington, who hardly
seemed capable of scoring trieg. All credit to The
Wire defence, but the missed chances of The
Chemics could have produced a much bigger win-
'E::ng margin. Dropped passes with the line at our

ercy; Mick George recalled for an alleged forward
pass. Incidentally, remember Mick fielding that high
kick through with tremendous courage as the
opposition stormed in at him., Well done, Mick !

Reg Bowden, John Foran and John Wood were
always prominent in attack and defence, while
Eric Hughes, Mal Aspey and David Eckersley were
always probing the defences.

No, we are not forgetting Ray “The Boot” Dutton,
This was Ray’s game—immaculate goals, pin-poiint
accuracy with hig touch-finding kicks, sound in
defence, and always ready to run the ball to his
backs.

Altogether a sound all-round performance, and a promise of better
things when we turn it on as we are capable of doing against better
opposition.

“Ray The Boot”
—well on target

Stand tickets for the cup semi-final at Swinton have been on sale this
week-end to vice-presidents and stand season ticket holders. They will
also be on sale after today’s match, and tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m,,
to all holders of ground season tickets (two tickets allowed to each
holder). Any tickets remaining will be sold to any applicants during the
week between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. each day (Wednesday 5 p.m.).

The game is not all ticket, and no ground tickets are being issued.

*

* *

Because of the cup semi-final at Swinton on Saturday, March 27th, the
home game against Dewsbury due to be played next Wednesday (March
24th) and the away fixture with Keighley (March 31st) have both been
cancelled and will be played on dates to be arranged. This pile-up of
fixtures, though regrettable, is now unavoidable in the circumstances.

* * *

An attractive ‘A’ team match will be played on Tuesday, 30th March
kick-off 7.30 p.m., when the ‘A’ team play the English Universities side in
a warm-up match for this year’s France v. England University Match.

The ‘A’ team game against the local Amateur League has been
arranged for Friday, April 2nd (7.30 p.m.).

x* L3 =

The Supporters’ Club have once again organised one of their very
popular Royal Iris dance cruises from Liverpool (with coach transport)
to take place on Friday, April 9th. Tickets are now on sale at usual
sources. or from Mr. Alan Rae at Naughton Park today.

* * *

A letter of thanks has been received from the Widnes Ladies Lifeboat
Guild for the generous donations made by supporters at the Widnes v.
Wigan match, A total of £107 was collected, and this has given a much-
needed boost to branch funds.
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YOU NEVER LOSE

at the

GREEN DRAGON

Sutton Manor

©

VISIT OUR
STAGE DOOR BAR RESTAURANT

Set in the Old Tyme Music Hall theme and serving
first-class cuisine Thursday, Friday and Saturday
evenings.
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Also
COLD BUFFET AND LUNCHES SERVED
Monday—Friday

©

Hosts : Bill and Mary Marshall

Table reservations telephone
Marshalls Cross 813851 and 813876

!
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FOR A SNACK ON THE WAY BACK . ..

BILL THOMPSON’S
CHIP SHOP

(Close to Naughton Park)

LOWERHOUSE LANE, WIDNES

051-424 4829
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MOTORING ShoP

M.O.T. Approved Instructor
I.A.M. Diploma

(North West) Limited
134 Widnes Rd., Widnes
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DUAL CONTROLLED TRIUMPH 1300 Tel. 424 3355
DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE 16 Regent St., Runcorn
4¢ e Road Whitby RA.. Elc Pt
y 2 esmere
L Widnes L Tel. 355 2156
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PHEYSEYS

For all your books, magazines, newspapers, greetings
cards for all occasions, gift wrapping, etc.

The QUALITY shop for SWEETS, CHOCOLATES,
CIGARETTES, TOBACCOS

82 WIDNES ROAD, WIDNES Tel. 424 3504




Does the BBC really care about
Rugby League?

With the Challenge Cup once again well
into its exciting stride, the general talk in asks BRIAN BATTY
!I.‘eaa;gl;:h'centres on the Wembley final on of the Daily Mail

The speculation as to the finalists and the
type of game to be expected is growing, and this is certainly one com-
petition that never fails to keep its appeal.

I appreciate that attendances tend to be influnced by whichever tie
the BBC takes for live televising, but there is no doubt about the success
of Sunday matches.

Featherstone have been fortunate in having three home ties which
have swelled their season’s receipts more than they dared have hoped.

It was encouraging to see that on the same afternoon that Widnes
were pulling in 14,000 fans, there was only a slightly smaller crowd to
watch the Salford-St. Helens tie,

The importance of winning trophies has been proved by Widnes in
recent seasons, for their gates have shown a steady increase, and the
Wigan tie brought their biggest crowd for ten years.

Had the BBC been persuaded to take the Keighley-Leigh tie instead of
Warirngton-Widnes, we could have had another excellent average for the
third round.

But the weakness of the contract is that the BBC and not the
League have the say, which is a pity, for Keighley are among the
clubs who have not exactly suffered from over-exposure on television.

Only reecntly I read an article in a rugby league paper which informed
us that the game would be nowhere without television. It was stated that
television is doing its part by keeping everyones talking about League at
work and in the clubs and pubs.

But the main topic in these areas always seems to concern the poor
deal League enjoys in comparison to Union on television.

It seems to be overlooked that however thick the cloth is on the fan’s
cap he is still sensitive and serioug about the game. He cares about the
presentation and the image the game is given. And he does not seem
happy with progress—or lack if it—made in this direction.

It is a point that has been made for so many years that surely the
BBC are aware of the criticism. Or do they prefer that League should
continue with an image that sets it so far apart from Union?
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ROYAL NAVAL CLUB  :  MILL BROW, WIDNES ¢
THURSDAY, 1st APRIL, 1976
CY TUCKER & THE FRIARS
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AND SUPPORTING ACT

commencing 8.0 p.m.
Admission 65p Late bar applied for
N AID QFATH AJOHN FORAN TESTIMONIAL FUND
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MICK NAUGHTON COLUMN

A TRIFP TO
REMEMBER

Continuing my memories of humorous moments
during my career, one that is particularly out-
standing is of a trip to France with the Widne
‘B’ Team. I was linvited along as referee by coache
Bob Carson and John Stapleton, and I readily
accepted the invitation. What a great time we
had! The fun started as soon as we boarded the London train at Runcgm
station. What with Mick George (“The Lip”), Terry Briers (“The Flying
Pig”), Alan Dearden, Nicky Kelly, Mick Adams and Nick Nelson, you
couldn’t go wrong.

Terry Briers kicked off with his funny remarks about scrap yards, and
every time we saw one he would let out a roar, “Look lads, a ’chat’ yard,
it’s worth a few bob,” and this would immediately raise roars of laughter
from the lads

During the train ride through France Mick (“The Lip”) George began
telling the lads all about his “war experiences” against the Germans. As
we approached Dunkirk, Mick started pointing out places and landmark
which supposedly brought back memories for him, and he had the lads
in stitches.

When we reached Paris we made our way to the other railway station
only to find all the seats had been double booked. Such a commotion
followed, with the English lads trying to explain to Arabs, Greeks,
Italians and Frenchmen that they had already booked the seats on the
train, and vice versa. Finally we all got settled down for a long trip to
Avignon, travelling through the night.

Arriving there the following morning, Mick Donnelly, a real character,
got off the train thoroughly disappointed because there wasn’t a band to
meet us. This barracking continued throughiut our visit to Avignon;
everywhere we went Mick kept asking ‘“Where’s the band?” One day in
Salon, after playing the local side, we were all seated outside a cafe,
attending a reception laid on by the host club. Suddenly from the dist-
ance came the sound of music. Yes, you've guessed it. It was a band.
Mick Donnelly jumped up from the reception, ran off in the direction of
the music, and a few minutes later came marching up the main street in
front of the band, acting as drum major. The French officials and both
team$ were by this time rolling over with laughter,

When we arrived back at our sleeping quarters, it was the officials’
job to check that all the lads were bedded down for the night. Not sur-
prisingly, one had to be missing. Yes—Mick George. He had dressed up
in black and white striped pyjamas and a stetson, and sporting a huge
cigar had gone out for a walk! We finally caught up with him on his way
to the city centre, singing cowboy songs, and we escorted him back to
the billets.

I also remember Mick Adams at another reception saying to one of the
lads, “Don’t try that soot on toast, it's awful.” When we found out what
he was talking about, it happened to be caviar.

Of course, a tour wouldnt be complete without a few pranks, and sure
enough, we had them. One of the officials, who is to be nameless, had

[continued on page 17
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Turf Accountant
PUNT WITH THE MAN

WHOC KNOWS THE GAME
Albion Hotel Car Park : Lowerhouse Lane : Widnes

Also 23 Queens Avenue, Ditton
Tel. 051-424 6802/3846
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J. LAUB

Ladies’ & Gent’s Bespoke Tailor and Outfitter !

Also customers’ own materials made up to order

87 WIDNES ROAD, WIDNES Tel. 424 4816 }
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KARALIUS BROS

CORNUBIA ROAD WIDNES
®

FERROUS AND NON-FERROUS
METAL MERCHANTS

DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS
IMPORTERS — EXPORTERS

PO VOOV OO VOO OOOOYDN

PV VOV VVOVO OO
NN NI NI NSNS NSNS

N
NN

Tel. 051-424 6225 Telex 627471
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avoross or sures, o THE ALBION
going to see

THE CHEMICS
The place everybody meets is

THE ALBION

BAR SNACKS GRILLS BUFFET LUNCHES
21st's — WEDDINGS — ANY KIND OF PARTY

IN GREENALL WHITLEY LAND

Mel and Norma make you welcome
424 3444

BE A SPORT . .. TIE HUNTING SEASON HAS BEGUN

PPN T TP Pt T T T S,
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VPN

SPORTS TROPHIES AND CUPS
RELIABLE CLOCKS AND WATCHES
JEWELLERY TO SUIT ALL TASTES . . .

EUSTANCE & CO. LTD.

WATCHMAKERS AND JEWELLERS
Est. 1864

P.O. Box 260, Sankey St., Warrington WA1 1SX
Telephone Warr (0925) 30386
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TODAY’S LINE-UP

WIDNES OLDHAM
Black and white Red and white jerseys
Pts. G. T.
1. R.DUTTON Full-’t‘vck 1. M. MURPHY
2. P.SHAW Right Ving 2. M.ELLIOT
3. M. GEORGE Right Centre 3. E. BARTON
4. M. ASPEY Left Centre 4. S.BOTTOM
5. S.TILLY Left Wing 5. P. LARDER
6. E. HUGHES Stand-off Half 6. D. TREASURE
7. D. ECKERSLEY Scrum Half 7. M. McCONE
8. N. NELSON Prop Forward 8. T. RAMSHAW
9. K. ELWELL Hooker 9. K. TAYLOR
10. J. WOOD Front Row 10. B. KEAR
11. J. FORAN Second Row 11. F.HALL
12. M. ADAMS Second Row 12. K. FLANAGAN
13. D. LAUGHTON Loose Forward 13. J. REYNOLDS
14. J. O’NEILL Substitute 14.
15. B. SHERIDAN Substitute 15.

Pts.

Touchjudges: Mr. W. J. Greenhalgh (Ashton-in-Makerfield), pink fiag
Mr. K. L. Gaskell (Wigan), orange flag

Referee: Mr. T. J. COURT (Bradford)

RECORDS PLAYED TODAY SUPPLIED BY TH‘E MUSIC SHOP, WIDNES AND RUNCORN
12 13
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H. V. HUNT LUGSDALE ROAD

(Non Ferrous Metal Merchant) WIDNES

B
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BUYERS OF COPPER, LEAD, BRASS,
BATTERIES and RADIATORS, etc.

Call and see us, or
Ring 051-424 3295
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“BRUNT BOGGART”
WATER LANE
TARBOCK
Prescot, Merseyside
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Building Contractor
THE NAME’'S
ENOUGH

THOMAS STREET
WIDNES

Telephone 051-424 3718
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GIVE OUR LICENSED BARS A “TRY”

Tel. 424 3316/3651

OPEN BEFORE, AFTER AND
DURING THE GAME

TETLEY’S DRAUGHT BITTER
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