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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM
President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON

Treasurer: R. HARTLEY Vice-Chairman: ]. HALL
Committee:

A. ADLER, ]. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, D. HULME, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Promotions Manager: A. TAYLOR, Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Club Manageress: Mrs. F.. BOWDEN, Tel. 061-624 7240

Physiotherapist: F. NAVESEY Assistant Physiotherapist: |. WATKINS

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55,

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76.

David Hill (left) and Roger O’Mahoney combine to halt a Castleford attack in our last
Jeague game at Watersheddings

Picture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

WE STILL REQUIRE MORE POOLS AGENTS

WHY DON'T YOU BECOME ONE AND HELP THE CLUB IN THE
BEST PRACTICAL WAY?

WE HAVE TWO GREAT POOLS—THE WEEKLY DRAW AND BINGO.
SELLING EITHER QUALIFIES YOU FOR A

FREE SEASON TICKET
GENEROUS COMMISSION

FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW
BONUS ON WINS

FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR
FURTHER DETAILS.

HIRE OUR

VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties

Weddings —— Birthdays, etc.

PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details




OLDHAM OUTLOOK

wakefield Trinlty, tonight’s visitors to “atersheddings In a re- arranged Flirst Oivision
game, must be beaten If we are to retain the slightest hope of First Divislon survival.

Like Barrow, Oldham, Rochdale and Leigh, the Yorkshiremen need every possible point to
ensure that they stay In the top flight so there Is and awful lot at stake for both clubs this
evening.

The possibllity of our survival cannot be ruled out entirely because anything can happen In
the next two or three cruclal weeks wlith the bottom clubs playing each other In several
Instances.

For Instance, we have yet to play both Rochdale and Lelgh and there are several more
matches Involving the bottom clubs which are going to be vital in declding which four clubs
take the drop to the second division.

Despite Barrow’s recent resurgance it seems almost a certalnty that the four relegation
clubs will come from Wakefleld, Rochdale, Leigh, Qidham and Barrow and that probably means
that three clubs wlll go straight back after only one season In the top dlvision.

Coming stralght back could well be Dewsbury and Kelghley but the other two clubs rel-
egated at the end of /ast season, Huddersfleld and Swinton are struggling in the lower reglons
of division two.

The slip In fortunes of both these once famous clubs must be a salutory to us all at
Watersheddings. Relegation Is not the end of the world but an Immed/ate return Is vital If a
club Is to avold the sort of tragedy that has overcome clubs as the two mentioned clubs
earller, plus Hallfax.

We have often been described as the yo-yo club, because of the way we have bobbed
backwards and forwards between the two divisions but one Important factor Is that we have
always come back at the first time of asking.

Anything less than that would be a near disaster, so much so that one could argue with a
good deal of truth that if we do end up In the second dlvision next season It will be a vital
year and far from an unimportant one as many fans may view It.

Howevsr, two points off Trinity tonight might be the spark we need to plck up our challenge
for staying In the first division and it Is interesting to note that the match gives us arare
opportunity of recording a first division ‘double’ this season.

Back pn early October we won at wakefleld 13- 11 to record our second flrst division

victory of the season, following our ama:ing 23- 20 win against ‘ligan the previous Sunday.

In the win at Wakefleld, John Blair landed two goals and scored a try and there were trles
from Tony Wainwright and Mike Elliott.
The team thatday was: Murphy, Elliott, Jackson, Wainwright, Lund, Blalr, Treasure, Hughes,
K. Taylor, | Taylor, Welding, Owen, Reynolds. Subs: Barton and Pollard.

Since then Trinity have had an In and out sort of season, turning In some very good wins
notably one at Leeds at Christmas but falling down badly In other matches.

Recently they hit the headlines when they signed Mike Lamokowsk! the former England RU
scrum - half, who played four times for his country at the 15- a- slde game.

It will be interesting to see him in action tonlight.

YOU’LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPCRT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY'S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

OUR VISIT ORS BY DON YATES

Tonight's visltors to Watersheddings for this evenings rearranged First Dlvision match are
Wakefleld Trinity who, llke Qldham, have spent this season fighting off the threat of
relegation. Results of recent matches Indicate that Trinity will just about escape the drop but
it would be a totally different story If only Wakefield had maintained the high level of
performance that brought them a League ’double‘ win over Warrington, 38-21 at home and
31-15 away, an 18-8 win at Leeds and a 7-7 draw at St. Helens followed by a great 21-5
home win over the Salnts. Instead Trinity have tumed In some pretty dissappointing displays.
losing at home to Oldham and at Rochdale and Barrow as well as conceding a ‘double’ defeat
to Salford plus that disastrous 52-0 hiding they conceded at Featherstone over Christmas.
In that match Trinity had both Mick Morgan and Brian Lockwood sent off so could offer some
excuse for such a humlilliating defeat but no excuse can be offered for the Floodlit Cup defeat
at Second Division Huddersfleld or the 3-0 Challenge Cup defeat at Dewsbury, results which
would have been unheard of not so very long ago.

Indeed, as that great Oldham side of the middle fifties was breaking up It was Trinity who
rose to take their place when, In a glittering 10 year era starting In 1958, they won no fewer
than 12 major trophles Including three successful trips to Wembley. When Oldham visited Belle
Vue In August 1958 to meet the team which was eventually to take thelr place at the top, they
did so full of confldence and In the knowledge that Trinity had not beaten Oldham since
November 1952, some seven matches previously. Both sides were undefeated at that early

_ stage of the geason 30 the match attracted a good deal of attention and a crowd of 13,200

attended to watch the following two teams In opposition:

Wakefleld Trinity: Eric Lockwood; Fred Smith; Kelth Holllday; Nell Fox; Aubrey Houlden;
Harry Poynton; Ken Rollin; Sam Evans; John Stiaw; Bob Kelly; Albert Firth; Les Chamberlaln;
and Ken Tralll.

Oldham: Bernard Ganley; Dick Cracknell; Alan Edwards; Dennls Ayres; Geoff Sims;
Alan Kellett; Frank Stirrup; Ron Rowbottom; Jack Kelth; Don Vines; Charlle Winslade;
Des McKeown and Derek Turner. :

- The result of that match was an emphatic 23-7 victory for Wakefleld whose match winner
was scrum- half Ken Rollin, the scorer of three tries. Winger Fred Smith scored his first try of
the season and went on to break his club’s record with a 37 total whilst h‘pll Fox's four
goals also contributed to a season’s total of 146, another club record. Trinity’ other try came
from Aubrey Houlden but Oldham could only muster one try, from Des McKeown, and a couple
of Bemnard Ganley goals agalnst a Wakefleld side bubbling with enthusiasm. Oldham, however,
did beat Wakefleld 28- 11 In the retum match three weeks later and finished the s;ason In ;
higher League position than Trinity but since then both clubs have had thelr share of problems
and, sadly, this season they have both been struggling at the wrong end of the table

Trinlty are attempting to rebulld their side and have recently signed Mike L ampkowsk| th;
star rugby unlon half- back who many Oldham fans will be hoping to catch a glimpse of ’thls
evening but there Is no doubt that Trinity’s most outstanding back Is David Topliss, a
brilliant stand- off with lightening acceleration who has scored 130 tries for Wakefleld dur’Ing
the past six seasons. Twenty seven years old Topliss wes signed by Trinlty in 1968 from
Normanton Junlors and he quickly established himself In the Wakefleld team where his
outstanding performances won him a place in the Yorkshire team In 1971. Topliss spent last

summer In the colours of Sydney club Penrith and has agaln stated his Intentl
another summer down under. 3 e oma ening




OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.
» The Paint Specialists]

MAIN FORD DEALER

SRR MOUNT PLEASANT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE Gibhiatbld St i
LEES ROAD . OLDHAM ’ :
Abur Gk | Oiham - o Wakefiehl o e
Son Stores
“THE MAN'S SHOP” 1 O’BRIEN, C. 1 MIDGLEY, T. (behind Hill Stores)
w 3:;':2 Man's Wear by Best 2 MUNRO, G. 2 ENDERSBY, M.
- R 3 BLAIR, J. 3 BROWN, G.
e e b BaNi Sl
% 58;?:;3"57 urberry”, 5 LUND, S. 5 FLETCHER, A. AN
6 WHITTLE, A. : 6 TOPLISS, E.
mﬁ,?‘:’;"‘ﬁ“m 7 PATERSON, D. \ 7 LAMPKOWSKI M.
8 HICKS, R. 8 BALLANTYNE, G. PHONE: 624 3642
9 O’MAHONEY, R. / 9 STRINGER, C.
10 CLARKE, C. ° 10 HANDSCOMBE, R.
11 PETERS, A. 11 MORGAN, M,
YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST 12 TAYLOR, I 12 SKERRETT, T.
13 REYNOLDS, J. 13 IDLE, G. Seton
HILTONS | ’
061-824 8110 Prﬂducts
188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD Support
113 UNION STREET WEST OLDHAM RLFC
CHOICE FLOWERS Referee: J. Casey (St Helens) By donating our Elastic
; D. G. KERSHAW S. P. Golden Support Band ;
ALWAYS! (York) (St Helens) pport Bandages atc

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES
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Oldham FC Down the Years

No. 16 By TOM WEBB

Harry Ogden, a local lad, had a benefit match In 1952- 53 when 8,500 people pald thelr
tribute to his long and loyal service. Ganley took the club goal scoring record to 145 to which
he added 3 tries. Of the tryscorers, O’Grady 23, Lionel Emmett 15, D avies and Platt 14 each
led the rest.

Average attendances shot up to 11,509 of whom 2,778 were members. In spite of paying
£5,515 entertalnment tax, the club made a profit of £1,862 after allowing over £1,000 for
depreciation. Sid Little who had appeared In a handful of matches In the previous season,
made a conslderable Impact on the game. He and Charlle Winslade made a great second row.
Pltchford made his debut also.

Ganley’s contribution to the club In 1953-54 was 130 goals and 3 trles, O’Grady 29,
Davies 16 and Cracknell 11 were best of the Try-getters. Roland Barrow, ‘Smut’ Smith the
Maorl, Peter Fearls, Johnny Noon and Dennis Ayres were making their presences felt. Bryn
Day ceased to play. An exhibition match was played at St. Annes Road Stadium with Lelgh,
which helped to promote the new Blackpool Borough club for the following season. A French
referee, M. Vacher, had charge of the Swinton v Oldham match on Good Friday. Record
recelpts of £2,750 were taken at the second round R.L. Cup game when we lost at home to
Warrington, and we lost away In the Lancashire Cup second round to the same club.

For the first time for three years ganley falled to reach the hundred mark, but he landed
88 goals In 23 games. Goldswaln ably deputised and kicked 47. Davies 29, O’Grady 23,
Cracknell 22, Pltchford 19 and Barrow 17 stood out In the list of try-scorers. The club
reached the final of the Lancashke Cup In 1954-55 but lost to Barrow at Swinton by 12-2
before a crowd of 25,000, After beating Wigan in the R.L. Cup we lost narrowly at Lelgh. In
the league we reached the top four, finishing on Jevel points with Warrington but the Wires
were placed top with a superior scoring record. Leeds were vanquished In the semi-final but
we lost 7- 3 In the final after Roland Barrow was disallowed what seemed a perfectly valld try
The final at Malne Road attracted a crowd of just under 50,000. It was a good season but no
major honours as we also lost the Lancashire League champlonship on an Inferlor scoring
record. John Etty made hls dsbut.

Membership again topped 3,000 In 1955-56 and the average home crowd was 12,180.
Ganley kicked 75 goals In 21 games, Jack Rodgers reaching the 50 mark with Goldswaln on 18
Davies 19, Pitchford 18, Cracknell 17, Noon 13 and Stirrup 12 performed well but their try
totals were passed by John Etty who reglstered 22. Another Important newcomer Derek ‘Rocky’
Turner ran In 7 In 28 games. The visit to Barrow gave that club Its highest attendance of the
season. Harry Ogden was In his last season and actor - author Jack Doughty made an appear-
ance. Don Vines was Introduced to Rugby League football by the club. The club particlpated
in the ITV competition In London defeating Featherstone 8-7 but not quallfying for the play-
off as winning margins decided this part of the tournament.

Success came agaln at long last In 1956-57 when Wigan, Salford, Lelgh and St. Helens
fell to Oldham In the Lancashire Cup. Sadly the club lost to Lelgh away In the Challenge Cup
5-0, However, the Oldham heroes went on to win the Lancashire League title and to top the
Northern Rugby Football League. Leeds were downed In the semi-final of the play-off and In a
great final at Odsal Stadlum, we beat Hull 15- 14 to take the league champlonship. Out of 38
league games, 33 were won and 5 lost. Of the other 10 games, 9 were won and 1 lost. The
Australlans were thrashed 21-2. Ganley scored 194 goals In all club matches and John Etty
scored 43 tries the second highest total In any one season. Cracknell 27, Ayres 27, Pitchford
20, Turner 18, Davles 17, Kelth 14, Stirrup 9, Nestor 9 and Little 8 all had good try totals.
Cracknell also kicked 19 goals. In all 13 players made 33 or more appearances.

What a season!

Chris O’Brien, the O/dham full back, was glven a busy time agalnst Castleford,
deallng with the kicks of Malcolm Rellly.

Picture by courtesy of the Oldham Evening Chronicle.

CURTAIN RAISER

Tonlght’s curtaln ralser Is between Lelgh Miners’ Junlors and Oldham Schools at third
year level (14 year olds).

Leigh Miners, In black shirts, are managed by Colln Plikington and have won 19 of the 20
games played so far this season. The players are drawn from several Leigh Schools and
Include yhe following County players: Bob Kettle-Hooker, Tony Quinn-Second Row,David
Ryan - Loose Forward, Andrew Ready - Centre.

The Oldham team have not yet played together at this age group. However, the team Is
made up of 13 players of extremely high ability and provide the Oldham public with an Ideal
opportunity tosee the work being done in the Oldham Schools, and to judge the stars of the
future.

The outstanding players are: Paul Stott (Counthlll) Loose Forward, Des Foy (St. Alban’s)
Centre, Paul Chadderton (Breeze HlIl) Full Back, Chris Willis (Saddleworth) Scrum Half.




WHY NOT? WEVE HEARD ABOUT IT, LET’S TRY IT!

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

TOP-LINE DISCO EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
FIRST-CLASS MEALS AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
OPEN TILL 2 AM.

PARTY GROUPS MADE VERY WELCOME
TELEPHONE 061-624 7240
Anyone wishing to book should contact MRS. BOWDEN as early as possible

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS

APRIL 3rd

Oldham v Salford

K.O. 3.30

THERE'S A GOOD AYE, | THINK

CROWD IN OLDHAM

L\ocm,(

. —

Thebeer that reallybelongs here. @

FIRST TEAM
1976
Dat Opponents
Aug 22—(Sun) 1st Round County
Cup—Blackpool (3-00)
Sept. 5—(Sun.) Widnes (3-00)
12—(Sun.) Leeds (3-30) ...
19—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30)
26—(Sun.) Wigan (3-30) ......
Oct. 3—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3-30)
10—(Sun.) Barrow (3-30)
15—(Fri.) Castleford 7-30) ........
23/24—(Sat./Sun.) Player’s No. 6
1st Round Batley ..............
31—(Sun.) Bradford N. (3-30) ..
Nov. 6/7—(Sat./Sun.) Player’s No. 6
2nd Round—Leigh ..............
14—(Sun.) Barrow (2-30) .

21—(Sun.) St. Helens (3-30) ........

28—(Sun.) Workington T. (3-30) ..
Dec. 5—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (2-30) ..

12—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (3-30)

19—(Sun.) Wigan (3-00) ........

o 26—(Sun.) Rochdale H. (3-30)
7

Jan. 2—(Sun.) Salford (3-00) ...........
9—(Sun.) St. Helens (3-00)
16—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30) ...........

23—(Sun.) Workington T. (2-30) ...

30—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3-30) ..

Feb. 6—(Sun.) Hull K.R. (2-45) ........
12/13—(Sat./Sun.) Challenge Cup

1t Round, Dewsbury ..............

20—(Sun.) Hull K.R. (3-30) ..

27—(Sun.) Warrington (3-30)

A
H
A
L.H 23-20
A
H

FIXTURES 1976-77

Mar.

Ground F. A.

Apr.
10-17
20-22
10-18
13-19

13-11
33- 01976

A 5-11Date

Aug.
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H 10-20

13-28Oct.

17
GITA 8-23Mar
=R s

A
BB
715

ec. 18—(Sat.) Wigan (3-00)

. 12—(Sat.) Warrington (3-00)

12—(Sat.) Leeds (3-00) ...........,......
20—(Sun.) Castleford (3 30) .
27—(Sun.) Bradford (3-30)
3—(Sun.) Salford (3- 30) ......
8—(G.F.) Rochdale H. (3-00
17-—(Sun.) Warrington (3-00)
24—(Sun.) Widnes (3-30)

L PSS . 1S

“A’”” TEAM

Opponents
2]—(Sat.) Huyton L.S. (3-00)
28-(Sat.) Huyton L.S. (3-00)
18—(Sat.) Leigh (3-00) ......
25—(Sat.) Wigan (3-00) ...
2—(Sat.) Swinton (3- 00)
9—(Sat.) Barrow (2-30) ..
20—(Sat.) St. Helens (3-00
27—(Sat.) Workington (2-30)

8—(Sat.) St. Helens (3-00) .........
15—(Sat.) Leigh (3-00) ...........
22—(Sat.) Workington (3-00)
5—Sat.) Huyton (3-00) ..,............
18—(Fri.) Warrington (7-30)
25—(Fri.) Rochdale (7-30) ...

19—(Sat.) Swinton (3-00)
26—(Sat.) Huyton (3-00) .
9—(Sat.) Rochdale (3- 00) ............

FURNITURE

CARPETS

LITTLEMOOR MILL CARPETS

OFF RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone 620 9866

YOUR OWN LOCAL COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS

PLEASE NOTE

On any purchase over £25 one programme only can be utilised as a £5

voucher.




