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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM
President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON
Treasurer: R. HARTLEY Vice-Chairman: |. HALL
Committee:
A. ADLER, J. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, D. HULME, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Promotions Manager: A. TAYLOR, Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Club Manageress: Mrs. F. BOWDEN, Tel. 061-624 7240

Physiotherapist: F. NAVESEY Assistant Physiotherapist: . WATKINS
Groundsman: D. TRUELOVF P. HARTER

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Piay-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58%.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

Lancashire Shield wirners: 1975-76.

David Hill pulls 1n two men and prepares to release a pass in the home defeat by Wakefield.

Picture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

WE STILL REQUIRE MORE POOLS AGENTS

WHY DON'T YOU BECOME ONE AND HELP THE CLUB IN THE
BEST PRACTICAL WAY?

WE HAVE TWO GREAT POOLS—THE WEEKLY DRAW AND BINGO.
SELLING EITHER QUALIFIES YOU FOR A

FREE SEASON TICKET
GENEROUS COMMISSION

FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW
BONUS ON WINS

FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR
FURTHER DETAILS.

HIRE OUR
VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties

Weddings —— Birthdays, etc.

PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details




OLDHAM OUTLOOK

May we take this opportunity of wishing you all a belated but happy Easter. Certainly, we
hope.;ou have had a I:’:s anxl?us time over the holiday perlod than the club, who are current
ly experiencing the worst set of Injury set-backs to hit the club for many, many years.

Sadly, there is little we can do about It at this point of time and we can only ask you to be
patient with us as we make our long-term plans to try and ensure that never again do we have
to experience the sort of things that have combined to make the 1976 - 77 season one to quickly

ly forget!
You are all aware by now that next season we will be in the Second Division.
It Is not something we relish, make no mistake, but it Is not - as some would have us

belleve - the end of the world. Without any shadow of doubt next season Is going to see one of
the best, most competitive S d Divisi /] the two-play split was first instituted.

Barrow wlll be In contentlon for promotion -again and there will be a big push from Lelgh,
boosted by the engagement as player-coach of John Mantle.

It is not yet mathematically certaln that Rochdale will go down but the chances are that
they wlll and here again the Hornets will be one of the better sides in Division Two.

We hope and intend to be right up there ameng the challengers eurselves and of the five
clubs currently in cenmtention for premetion there is going to be at least one stiil left down

there to fight agein next year.

And that's not even to consider the sort of challenge that might come from famous clubs
such as Swinten, Huddersf/eid and Hallfax.

No danger, life ls going to be tough and it wili prove a very important season for us with
promotion at the first attempt & very Important priority to achleve.

the cake and
There will, of course, be all the usual cup competitions to put the Icing on
one must hop'o that, "ﬂ'c’u have a decent run in the Second Division, the confidence galned

from- pieking -up--regular - winning -pay- packets will stand us in good stead in the knock-out
games.
t to the Challenge Cup
Let us not forget that Oldham was Second Dlvision side when he wen
semis In 1984 and came within a few minutes of reaching Wembley for the first time.
the players and officlals of
However, returning to today’s match we weuld llke to welcome
Leigh cluh,’ especially their hooker, Kevin Taylor, whom we recently sold to Leigh after his
wonderful career here at Watersheddings.

Kevin set a post-war record of Watersheddings first- team appearances - - 444,

Jub and we wish him a long
always a model ciub man and tewific servant of the c
de:;p;.tuy :f Hliton Park where, by all accounts, he has soon settied down well.

stained at Wakefield but
time of writing he was out of action with a broken nose su
wom‘.mdmwu that hg wlil have recovered sufficiently to play today against his home-town

club.

YOU’LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT
IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

This afternoon’s E aster visitors to Watersheddings are Leigh, a club who, Iike Oldham, will
probably be glad to see the back of this 1976-77 Ssason, a season which for them started so
brightly but then turned sour with an 11 match losing sequence which Included two defeats at the
hands of Wigan In which 19 tries were conceded. The excellent performances produced by Lelgh
In cup football before Christmas plus the creditable league results dotted throughout the season
such as the 13-12 win at Salford and the home victories over Wakefleld Trinity 30-16, Leeds
25-71 and Widnes 15-4 Indicate that Leigh have the talent to hold their own In the First Divigion
but there Is a big question mark against thelr consistancy after conceding double defeats to
Castleford, Featherstone Rovers, Warrington, Hull Kingston Rovers and Wigan. The 41-3 hiding
they received at Wakefleid recently was the final nall In thelr First Division coffin but it was oh
so different early In the season when they won at Wigan to reach the Lancashire Cup seml-final
and then beat Warrington, Salford, Wigan and Huddersfieid to set the Hilton Park terraces allght
by reaching the final of the BBC2 TV Floodilt Cup. Lelgh also reached the semi-final of the
Players Trophy and In sc doing beat Oldham at Watersheddings In the second round by a score of
28-13,

That Lelgh victory was thelr first win on this ground since December 1971 when they also won
a Players Cup-tie but one has to go back even further, to April 1970, for Leigh’s last league
Success here at Watersheddings. That match came towards the end of the longest losing sequence
In the club’s history for Oldham had not won @ league game since the previous November and they
entered that match facing their 19th consecutive defeat. That dismal run was reflected in the att-
endance flgures for only 1,652 spectators came to see the following two sides In opposition:

Oidham: Martin Murphy; Phil Larder; Terry Garrett; John Mullarkey; Trevor Buckley; Tommy
Warburton; Cliff Sayer; Danny Gardiner; Kevin Taylor; Fred Russell; Bob Irving; Ray Hicks end
Ray Fletcher. Substitutes: Johnny Blalr and Ken Payne (for Russell).
mmLelgh: Stuart Ferguson; Les Chisnall; Stan Dorrington; Mick Collins; Joe Walsh; Dave
Eckersiey; Tommy Canning; Dave Chisnall; Tommy Dickens; Derek Watts; Jimmy Fidler; Roy
Lester and Geoff Lyon. Substitutes: Alec Hart (for Ferguson) and Charlie Middiehurst (for Dave
Chisnall).

The match proved to be a hard fought affalr between two well matched sides and only a Jimmy
Fidler penaity seperated the sides at half-time. After the Interval Leigh slowly got on top and
were able to press home thelr numerical advantage following the dismissal of Danny Gardiner.
Tries by wingers Les Chisnall and Joe Walsh carried them to an 8-4 win while Oldham’s points
came from two Terry Garrett penalties.

Oldham ended that season In next to bottom place In the league tabie and this season find
themselves In a similair position as they face a Leigh side contalning one of Oldham’s most
loyal servants, Kevin Taylor,who ended a 14 years association with the club last February when
Leligh signed him for £2,750. Although now aged 31 years and at the twilight of his career, this
hard working hooker stlll considers that he has a couple of seasons rugby left In him and he
approaches each game with the same enthusiasm which he dispiayed when Oldham first signed
him way back in October 1962 from Werneth Juniors. Taylor represented Lancashire at both school-
boy and under 17 level before turning professional and was always on the brink of representative
recognition throughout his stay at Watersheddings which saw him make 446 first team sppearances
for the club and score 83 tries, Including 13 in season 1972-73, Despite his consistancy and high
work rate Taylor made only two appearances for L-}cuhln, two for England under 24 and one for
the full English side. He was a try scorer In his one full English appearance which came In
autumn 1968 against Wales at Salford but despite glving a competant display he was overiooked
by the British selectors and seems destined to end an otherwise distinguished career without a
British appearance or a trip to Wembley, two honours which would surley have come his way with
a mare fashionable club.




OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.

The Paint Specialists

MOUNT PLEASANT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
LEES ROAD OLDHAM

MAIN FORD DEALER
SINCE 1911

061-652 3129

TEL.: 061-652 2411

T G Dg P

Greenwood St.

Arthur Goss & Oldham lEIgh Rl
Son 1 O’BRIEN, C, 1 FAIRHURST, A. _Sfo_"es
“THE MAN’S SHOP" (behind Hill Stores)
% Quality Men’s Wear by Best 2 ELLIOTT, M. 2 DAVIES, J,
Makers. 3 MUNRO, G. 3 BILSBURY, T,
Y Eeady to '}Near Euits py'"'Daks". 4 WHITTLE. A. 4 PRESCOTT, A. FOR THE BEST IN 2nd-HAND
P Rg;z’;;‘;;‘ b;“.‘.’Bufge";[';._~ 5 LUND, S. 5 DRUMMOND, D. FURNITURE AT PRICES YOU
“Driway"”. ) 6 BLAIR, J. 6 WOODS, J. CAN AFFORD
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM 7 PATERSON, J. 7 BAKER, G.
Tel.:
ey 8 ASHCROFT, K. e L PHONE: 624 3642
9 O’MAHONEY, R. 1(9) ;fX%?RMK’
10 CLARKE, C. , M.
11 PETERS, A. 11 ROWLEY, A
% 12 STARBUCK, P. 12. JONES, C.
OUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST 13 REYNOLDS, J. 13 BOYD, D.
HILTONS 14 14 Seton
15 15
061-624 6110 PrﬂdUCtS
188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD Support
113 UNION STREET WEST afiies: E.Lea (StHelens) Didnge OLDHAM RLFC
CHOICE FLOWERS P. M. OLIVER D. Stott By donating our Elastic
ALWAYS! (Bolton) (Workington) Red Support Bandages etc.

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES

by osage

Worman Lester & Po

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

Telephone: 624 4301




Oldham FC Down the Years

NO. 18: BY TOM WEBB

1962- 63 saw the Introductien of two divisions and Oldham were In division one with a
subsidiary western division to give extra fixtures. Sad to say Oldham were next to the bottom
and had to go down Into the second division. Harry Goodwin a former soccer player with
Oldham Athletic defeated Bill Howard for the club presidency. Ousted from the L ancashire
Cup In the semi-final the club played Wigan at home In the third round of the Challenge Cup
when the crowd was glven as 23,000. We lest 18-0 at home. Neon (48 goals) topped Sims (38)
to be /eading goal kicker but his 11 tries enly took him to second place among the ¥y merchants,
Trevor Simms obtaining 15. Only Brian Lord (10) jolned them with double figures. Frank
Pitchford moved to Wigan, Peter Goddard to St. Helens, Kelth Holden to Warrington and Terry
Ogden to MHuddersfield, Incomers were Harry Majer (Warrington), John Donovan (St. Helens)
Jimmy Gaskell (Blackpeol), Ray Fisher (Leigh), Don Platt (Leigh), John Cheshire (Salford)
and Brian Fallon (Barrow). Charlie Bott, Mike Hliott, Kevin Tayler and Graham Wood first
played this season. After the end of the season Alan Kellett left for Hallfax at a fee reputed
to be £4,500.

The Second Division football to which we were committed in 1963/684 saw the club emerge
as champlons at the first time of asking. We also took part In the sem-final play-off in the
Westen Division. The Team were also semi-finalists In the Lancashire Cup and the Challenge
Cup. After Len Mcintyre had drepped a sensational |ast minute goal to draw with Hull Kingston
Rovers In the semi-final we went en to Swinton where we were getting on top after 12 minutes
of extra time when the game was abandoned with Oldham leading 17- 14.

Unfortunately we lost at Huddersfield in the next replay which was the nearest we have
ever bsen to Wembley. Frank Dyson’s 133 goals and tries by Trever Simms (24), Peter
Smothurst (17), Geeff Sims (16, plus a dexen goals), Jack Pycroft (15), Vin Nestor (19 and
Johany Nson (9, plus half a dozen goals) helped us to regain our reputation. The league was
re-organised Into one division so our promotion efforts were wasted.

So Improved was the team that we reached the top 16 play-off only to lose once again to
Hull Kingston Rovers In 1964/85. Leading geal kickers were: Dyson (84), Jehn Winton (28)
and Sims (18). At the head of the try scorers were Sims (10) and John Denovan, Stan McL eod
and Malcolm Price with 9 each. Jim McCormack, Ken Wilson, Charlle Bott, Dave Parker and
Alf Mumberson made most first team appearances. McCormack, McCleod and Winton were all
signed from Wigan.

In 1965/88 we were again Included in the top 16. The first match at Workington was won but
we lost at St. Helens by 15- 10, John Winton registered 121 goals. Tommy Warburton (16) and
Stuart Whitehead (11) were the enly two players to register double figures on the ¥y chart.
Them was a mass exodus, Geoff Sims went to Salford, Jimmy Gaskell to Rechdale, Len
Mecintyre to Liverpool, Harry Major to Wigan, Jack Pycroft to Batiey and D. Kershaw to Wigan.
Newcomers Included Terry Dolly, Alan Burns, Mick Mooney and Peter Bamford.

Once again, In 1966/67, we were In the top 16. A draw at Swinton delighted the supperters
but the replay at Watersheddings was lost. Brian Curry (81 goals), Tom Warburton (50 goals)
and 8 tries, Kevin Taylor the hooker 11 tries (the first time a hooker had scored most tries In
a seasen) and Bob Irving (10 tries) were leading scorers. Tommy Canning, Geoff Fletcher and
Geoff She Ron were making thelr mark but Whiteheed and Nestor joined Sims at Saiford. A home
defeat by L eeds In the third round of the R.L . Cup once again disappoeinted the supporters. In
the Lanca ire Cup Wigan beat us In the final by 16-13. Bob Irving played International games
against France at tep leve! as well as for the under 24's.

—

Brian Batty

Now that the dust has finally settled on another controversy It Is clear that Great Britain
coach David Watkins welcomes all the support he can get for the coming World champlonship.

He realises that we must regaln the champlonship If we are to put the game back on Its
feet at International level In this country.

It Is obvious that Watkins Is golng to have to call on the qualities of toughness and
determination In his character on this demanding trip.

He had a tough emough baptism In League and has had to live with a golden boy image
which has brought him plenty of challenges off and on the field.

To his credit and courage he has met them all and won over a lot of people in the process,
people who clearly overlooked his Rugby Unlon achievements.

As If winning 21 caps for Wales, the last three as captain, were not enough proof of hls
experience he led the British Lions in two Tests in New Zealand In 1966.

When Great Britain picked Watkins to play In the centre in the First Test against Awatralla in
1874 | wondered If they had made a mistake. ~

But Watkins was one of the few successes in defeat and it was in defence, the one department
:hon, { feit he might be suspect because of his size, that he excelied against the powerful

ussies.

Watkine was struck dewn by a knee injury the foHowing week and epart from @ briefeppesrance
in New Zealand did not ptay again on the trip and thought his career was fintehed.

But he dedicated himeelf to dis wark behind the ecenes and stili centinued to kneck over afew
Aussles, Artie Beetson and Bobby Fuiton among them, with his commentaries.

The Aussle listenere could hardly believe their ears when Watkine let fiy but | thmiy detieve
that If you want to get eny respect over there yeu give as good as you get # not beller.

8ut generally Watkine has beceme better known for his sole as the dipiomet In thie country and
has certainly provided a great link with Wales in recent years.

Roger Miliward hae played and toured with Watkins and says: ‘1 reckon Dave will do a good job.
I have always been impressed with his approach on the trips we have made tegether.

‘He I8 not the sort to let anything get him down and wiii command the respect that a coach
needs from his players’.

John Paterson attempts to get awasy around the blind- side against Wakefield Trinity but Is
taken by former Ehg/and RU scrum-half, Mike L ampkowsk].

Plcture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE.




NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS

APRIL 24th K@ 3230

Oldham v Widnes

WHY NOT? WEVE HEARD ABOUT IT, LET’S TRY IT!

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

TOP-LINE DISCO EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
FIRST-CLASS MEALS AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
OPEN TILL 2 AM.

FIXTURES 1976-77

FIRST TEAM Mar. 12—(Sat.) Leeds (3-00) .......c..ccoevuen A
1976 20—(Sun.) Castleford (3-30) ......... H
Date Opponents Ground F. A. 27-—(Sun.) Bradford N. (3-30) ...... A
Aug. 22-{Sun.) Ist Round County Apr. 3—(Sun.) Salford (3-30) ............... H

Cup—Blackpool (3- 00) ............

Sept. 5—(Sun.) Widnes (3-00) .
12—(Sun.) Leeds (3-30) ....
19—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30) .
26—(Sun.) Wigan (3-30) .......

10-17 8—(G.F.) Rochdale H. (3-00) .
20-22 17-—(Sun.) Warrington (3-00) .........
10-18 24—(Sun.) Widnes (3-30) ...............

=5z >
5
i3

PARTY GROUPS MADE VERY WELCOME Oct. 3—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3-30) . 13-11 A EEAM
1oy Bartetod 7300 1 B D 0 ¢ d F. A
—(Fri.) Castleford 7-30) ............ - pponents Groun . A,
TELEPHONE 061-624 7240 + 23/24—(Sat./Sun.) Player’s No. 6 Aug. 21—(Sat.) Huyton L.S. (3-00) ...... A 36 4
1st Round Batley .................. = 2 at. uyton ee 30 ss -
31—(S R)Bdf dIN (3-30 ﬁ }(7)28 ’l’g:g:;fih (3L0(S)) o g g'52197
ishi . —(Sun radfor ) = at.) Leig! = O R e 22-
Anyone wishing to book should contact MRS. BOWDEN as early as possible Nov.. 6725t [Sun)) Player’s No 25 (Sat) Wigan (-0 R
2nd Round—Leigh .......... ..H 13-280ct. 2—(Sat Swinton (3- 00) .H 26-8
14—(Sun.) Barrow (2-30) ... LA 23-16 9—(Sz. ; Barrow (2-30) ..............A 2217
21—(Sun.) St. Heler= (3- )i H 9-20 20—(Sat.) St. Helens (3- 00) - LA 3221
& 28—(Sun.) Workington T. (3-30) ..H 11-2 27—(Sat.) Workington (2-30) . A
Dec. 5—(Sun.) Featherstcne R. (2-30) ...A _ _ Dec. 18—(Sat.) Wigan (3-00) ............... H 8-18
,2—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (3-30) ..H  3-231977 10-11
/ %2--(§un) ;Vlgﬁr& l(3 l:l i a lg-lglan. lg—-fgat.)) Et }lll?!’egso» B00) IA[ 10.%1
—(Sun.) Rochdale Voo 2 —(Sat. eigh (3-00) .......... e 21-14
7”5255 A m A‘IE, /W/M( 1977 22—(Sat.) Workington (3-00) . H 12-11
W /N OLD#MM Jan. 2—(Sun.) Salford (3-00) ............... A 12-33Feb. 5-—(Sat.) Huyton (3-00) ... H
D L“AL- ~(§un) IS‘t Hele.;nso(B-OO) S ;-%,7 %g:((gri..) gar}r‘gxglmrb(;é?m 2
16—(Sun.) Leigh ( ) ...H X, ri.) Rochdale (7- :
TONIGHT. .. ATIRACTION! 23—(Sun) Workington T, (330) A $2Mar. 12—(Sat) Warrington (3-00) H
30—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3-30) .....H 19—(Sat.) Swinton (3-00) . A
Feb. 6—(Sun.) Hull K.R. (2-45) . AL 535 26—(Sat.) Huyton (3-00) . A
12/13—(Sat./Sun.) Challenge Cup Apr. 9—(Sat.) Rochdale (3- 00)5 s s H
Ict Round, Dewsbury .......... LH 815
20—(Sun.) Hull K.R. 3-30) .......H 715
27—(Sun.) Warrington (3-30) ......... H
FURNITURE CARPETS

LITTLEMOOR MiLL CARPETS

OFF RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Teiephone 620 9866

YOUR OWN LOCAL COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS
PLEASE NOTE
On any purchase over £25 one programme only can be utilised as a £5

The beer that reallybelongs here. @ o




