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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R, HATTON
Treasurer: K. BROADBENT Vice-Chairman: J. BOWDEN
Committee:

E. BUCKLEY J. HALL R. HARTLEY D. HULME; R. OGDEN K. POTTER..
Coach D. COX Assistant Coach R. WELDING
Physiotherapist: Assistant Physiotherapist: |]. WATKINS

Secretary: Promotions Manager: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Club Manageress: Mrs. F. BOWDEN. Tel. 061-624 7240

Groundsman: D. TRUELOVE Assistant Groundsman: P. HARTER

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

Lancashire  Shield winners: 1975-76.

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB.
CHRISTMAS DRAW 1977.

1- 17746  Radio
2- 3282  Whisky
3- 8844 Gin
4- 2708 Teddy Bear
5- 8107  Suit Length
6- 6595  Whisky
7- 5234  Wine
8- 11606  Brandy
9- 11352  Sherry
10- 15695  Port
11- 4866  Voucher- A. Goss.
12- 11462  Whisky
13- 3258 Chicken
14- 4862  Sherry
15- 17730  Cigars
16- 8951  Martini o
17- 16693  Sherry
18- 8390  Wine

19- 17635 Cigarettes 23- 6733  Sherry
20- Wine 24- 2121 Sweets
21- 16494 Voucher- A. Goss. 25- 17248 Sweets
22- 11114 Noilly 26- 2200 Sporting Gift Set
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Tell Trqscrete

Full flight .
precast .-f  height
stair unit. %8 refuse

)

...and you’ve got it made!

Got a weighty problem in precast concrete units? manufacture. Our engineers can tgkg on your
Just tell Truscrete; it's not likely to cause us any  problem at design stage, and see it right through

_J

headaches, as these examples show Bespoke to installation and completion. And if it's precast
precast items up to 10 tons are what we thrive on. flooring you're after, Truscrete are the Nort'h—West
No waiting, either, because we use our own licensees for the well-known Filigree floc_)rlng
fibreglass moulds every time. Nor are special systems. It adds up to a full, fast service in precast
features, like exposed aggregate panels, any concrete, and all you need do is tell Truscrete
problem. We can do more for you than just The number is 061-652 8424

{ruscrete

TRUSCRETE LIMITED, Stock Lane, Chadderton, Oldham, OL9 9EZ.
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Harvey
Ashworth

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB)

STALYBRIDGE

BUSINESS ADDRESS

SLAUGHTER HOUSE
HOME ADDRESS STALYBRIDGE
STAYLEY HALL

Tel. 3228

-

GIACOMO & PIERO
Gents Jeain Stylist

149 YORKSHIRE STREET

OLDHAM.
TEL. 061-624 9125
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OLDHAM OUTLOOK

May we take this opportunity of wishing you all a very happy and pros-
perous 1978 and link with that a hope that you spent an enjoyable holiday
over the Christmas period.

Today we welcome to Watersheddings our old friends from the Athletic
Grounds, our near neighbours Rochdale Hornets. There is always keen and
intense rivalry in our derby battles and today’s game is all the keener
between the clubs as both are hell bent for a place in the First Division
next season.

We are placed fourth with three away defeats so far and, as such, are out
today to preserve our unbeaten home record this season.

We had all expected that Hornets would come here today with a 100 per
cent Second Division record and that one record or the other would be
bound to go.

However, the Hornets were on the wrong end of a shock home defeat by
lowly Doncaster at the Athletic Grounds last Sunday which stopped the
Hornets in their tracks just four games short of equalling Bradford North-
ern’s record of 17 Division Two wins before suffering their first reverse.

This means, of course, that the Hornets will be all the more determined
to win here today and avenge the defeat they suffered 12 months ago when
they were winning at half-time but finished well beaten on the day.

The Hornets, of course, are almost certain to be playing Tony Wainwright
in the centre and it is interesting to recall that he played a major role in
the Oldham win on Boxing Day last year.

It is in the pack, however, where Hornets are strongest and it is perhaps
significant that prop Tony Gourley played for Lancashire a few weeks ago,
second-row man Wally Jones was a reserve for last Sunday’s under-24
international in France and Alan Hodkinson was a tourist Down Under last
summer.

Add to that the skills and experience of Kel Coslett, the ball - playing
and determination of Kevin Ashcroft and the pace and power of Tony Cooke
and you have a well-balanced set of forwards which can test the best.

Coslett believes that™his back-row of Cooke, Jones and Dave Hartley,
the converted centre who has replaced Tony Halmshaw, is one of the best
in both divisions so Oldham will clearly have it all to do if they are to
keep that record intact today.

Whatever the result may we see a top-class game of Rugby League
with the holiday crowd well and truly entertained.
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"HENLY'S torrm wesr Ltd

OLDHAM

NEW LEYLAND CARS

QUALITY USED CARS
SERVICE AND PARTS
SELF DRIVE HIRE

Tel: 061-624 3657

William Bradbury
& Sons Ltd

ARCHITECTURAL &
BUILDERS IRONMONGERS

PLUMBERS & HEATING
ENGINEERS MERCHANTS

GLASS MERCHANTS

WESTHULME STREET
off Featherstall Rd. North
OLDHAM, OL1 2LY

Tel: 061—-624 9481

INVEST WISELY IN
CENTRAL HEATING WITH

Heatsways Lu

Top quality materials fully guaranteed
Over 5000 systems already installed
Bank loans arranged

For competitive estimates
without obligation ring
061-766 4385 anytime or
061-766 6511 daytime

RAY HATTON . RAY POTTER
Offices & Showroom

' 172-182 Bury New Ro ad, Whitefield

Registered Corgi Gas !nstaller

BP approved J

OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

This afternoon Watersheddings is sure to house it's biggest gate of the
season with the eagerly awaited visit from arch rivals Rochdale Hornets,
the run away leaders of the Second Division who will be out to record their
13th league vistory of the season against an Oldham side who will be
equally determined to maintain their record of not losing a home game so
far in this campaign. In establishing their lead at the top of the table
Hornets have so far recorded double league victories over Huyton, White-
haven, Batley, Halifax and Blackpool Borough and now seem certain of
promotion as well as being strong candidates for the Second Division
Championship.

Although Oldham’s league record is not so impressive, they remain
unbeaten in eight home matches which indicates that today’'s match will
live up to its billing as a Christmas spectacular. Last s2ason, Rochdale's
Boxing Day visit to Watersheddings produced plenty of thrills and excite-
ment and Hornet's first league defeat on this ground since September
1969 but Oldham’s 14-6 success, achieved after they had trailled 6-0 at
half-time, was reversed later in the season when Rochdale thrashed
Oldham 29-6 at the Athletic Grounds thus recording their fifth victory over
Oldham in the last six league meetings between these two clubs. There
have been many memorable matches involving these clubs over the years
and one which immediately springs to mind was Rochdale’s epic 8-2
victory here in 1971 when they triumphed despite having two players sent
off in the first half. Another rousing clash occurred in the spring of 1975
when Oldham drew 10- 10 at Rochdale in the second round of the Challenge
Cup and then won the replay 15-3 before a packed and emotional Water-
sheddings crowd.

One of Oldham’s heroes in that cup-tie was centre Tony Wainwright who
today ‘will be lining up in the tremendously experienced Hornets squad
which contains such well known names as winger David Jenkins, half-
backs Warren Ayres and Jeff Heaton and forwards Alan Hodkinson, Kel
Coslett and Kevin Ashcoft. The acquisition of front-row forward Kevin
Ashcroft from Leigh last September for £1,000 was one of manager Kel
Coslett’s shrewdest moves for Ashcroft’s enthusiasm has spread through- -
out the entire Rochdale pack. He is a vastly experienced player who has
been playing professionally since 1963 when he joined Dewsbury from
Leigh juniors and since then he has enjoyed tremendous success with
Rochdale, Leigh, Warrington, Leigh again and now during his second spell
at the Athletic Grounds. It was during his first spell with Rochdale that
Ashcroft gained his first representative honour, playing for Great Britain
under- 24 againstFranceat Toulouse and he has sincegraduated to play
several times for Lancashire, tour Australasia with Great Britain in 1974
and play in six test matches for Britain.

There is little doubt that Hornets have the edge over Oldham as far as
experience is concerned and they certainly are the team in form but Oldham
fear no-one at home and ground advantageis a tremendous help in matches
as vitally important as today’s. It is a game which could go either way and
is full of exciting possibilities so let us sit back and enjoy what for many
local rugby league enthusiasts is the highlight of the Christmas festivities.
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OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOC

Join a successful organisation
BECOME A POOLS AGENT

7% GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET

BONUS ON WINS

| FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW
4 FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR
FURTHER DETAILS.

= _

For a Specialist and Personal Service
in all classes of insurance,
Private and Industrial Mortgages, consult:

Whitehead & Lees iNsurances Ltd.

34 UNION STREET . OLDHAM

Incorporated Insurance Bro kers with 50 years experience

Telephone: 061—-633 2361

Branch Office:
14 Rossall Road, Thornton, Cleveleys.

27- 10316  Rum

28- 9961 Wine

29- 11891  Whisky

30- 3757 Perfume

31- 1055  Whisky

32- 15487  Stationery

33- 15989  Box Chocol ates

34- 13472  Sweets

35- 2017  Whisky

36- 17149  Wine

37- 17119  Chocolates

38- 16798  Wine

39- 13648  Hairdres sing Voucher
40- 16644  Sweets

41- 4914  Chocolates

42- 11413  Half Bottle Sherry
43- 16769 6 Pairs Tights

44- 0594  Voucher- Saddleworth Sports
45- 15211 2 Tickets Xmas Party
46- 2101 Chicken

47- 11351 6 Pairs Tights

48- 13464 2 Tickets Oldham v Rochdale
49- 10098  Tin of Biscuits

50- 10540  Teddy Bear

51- 2629 Glasses

52- 2497  Occasional Table
53- 1006  Sherry

54- 8203  Whisky

55- 1599)°  Sherry

56- 13603  Wine

Prizes can be claimed from the office 9. 30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
daily, and Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings 7.00 pm.
to 9.00 p.m..

We would like to thank everyone who donated the prizes.

You'llldo agreat
jobwith
the Crown Family.

; crown
= L OGN

WALLCOVERMSS
(CROWN DECORATIVE PRODUCTS LTD.
DARWEN, LANCS.




' THE ROYAL wccs rore

SALEM HORNETS AND O.A.R.L. HEADQUARTERS

JUNEand BRIAN in,vi.te you to come and enjoy;
WHITBREAD ALES AT THEIR BEST . .

>: i
Arthur Goss & ) Oldham
Son 1 MURPHY, M.
“THE MAN’S SHOP”
Y¥r Quality Men's Wear by Best 2 STONDIN, U
Makers. 3 3 LARDER, P
w Eaady to _)Neadr Egnts by" “Daks” 4 BARTON, E.
son .
irg 5ai:.ec:at§‘ b;n"Burl‘;::':'ye". 5 MUNRO, J.
Birtes ' 6 PATERSON, J.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM 7 BATES, A
. Tel.: 624 2086 § HUGHES, B.
. 9 O’MAHONEY, R.
YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST 10 HALL, F.
11 JEWITT, P.
HILTONS 12 POLLARD, G.
13 PETERS A.
061-624 6110 14
188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD 15
113 UNION STREET WEST
Referee:
CHOICE FLOWERS W. THOMPSON (Huddersfield)
ALWAYS!

sl

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES

b

~

by%. 57

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM
Telephone: 624 4301

[ —
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YOU'LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH

IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

Rochdale

STOREY, C.

JOHNSON, 1J.
McLOUGLIN, M.
WAINWRIGHT, T.
JENKINS, D.

AYRES, W.
HEATON, G.

HODKINSON, A.
ASHCROFT. K.
COSLETT, K.
JONES, W.
COOKE, T.
HARTLEY, D.

btk okt o
b WN=OWK N\ VAW -

R.-Percival (Culcheth)
R. Nealons (Barrow)

Orange
Red

ﬁHE CLUBS

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
SUPPLIED BY;

H. T. DODD

38 MARKET STREET
ROYTON :

' >Tel: 061-624 40104

Seton
Products

Support
OLDHAM RLFC
By donating our Elastic

L Support Bandages etc.

<

e

\.

Worman Lester & (o

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

9 UNION STREET

OLDHAM

Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

<
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ANOTHER INCREASE IN RUGBY LEAGUE GATES

The Rugby Football League have once again been able to announce a
tremendous and encouraging increase in attendances at domestic rugby
league matches.

During the month of November, the 56 matches attracted 197,821 spectat-
ors, giving an average attendance of 3,533 which compares very favourably
with the 2,533 average of two years ago. >

The upward swing in attandance figures has been most notable, though, in
the lucrative John Player Competition with almost 20,000 more people
watching this seasons £30,000 tournament than watched last year. So far
134,229 spectators have attended John Player Cup-ties and another bumper
gate is sure to attend at Knowsley Read, St. Helens on Saturday, 28th
January, 1978 when Warrington face Widnes_in the final.

Commenting on the increased attendance Figures, Rugby League Secretary
David Oxley remarked, “‘Everyone in the game can continue to draw
enthusiasm from this steady increase, which indicates that we are at
present keeping last season’s added support and still attracting more
newcomers. The task in hand is to maintain this steady upswing and
establish Rugby League as one of the country’s few growth.sports.”’

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

Today’s important and potentially explosive match will be refereed by
Billy Thompson, the 1977 Trumanns Steel Referee of the Year who is
generally regafded as the World’s No 1 official. Forty-four-years old Mr.
Thompson is a vastly experienced referee who has been refereeing since
1963 and is in his 10 th season as a Grade One official. He has officiated
at numerous important matches including 15 major cup finals and 16 full
internationals including matches in the World Chamoionships in England in
1970, France in 1975 and Australasia last summer when he reached the
high spot of his career by refereeing the World Championship Final. He is
a married man with three daughters who lives at Linthwaite, Huddersfield
where he works as an engineer with David Brown tractors Mr. Thompson
refereed that memorable Oldham-Homets clash on Boxing Day 1971 when
he sent off Alan Hodkinson and Peter Clarke but despite these dismissals
Rochdale went on to win a classic match 8-2.

& i

Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter
All leading makes stocked
Official suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

Schofields Sports & Travel
Goods Centre

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM
206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON-U-LYNE

EST. 1823

> Eat

T Reacro Rubber
WHITTAKERS Co. Ltd.

JEWELLERS
MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
10 MARKET PLACE CHADDERTON

OLDHAM
®
SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Telephone 624 4092

EST. 1860

p Tel: 061-652 1326




With the Amateurs ALAN BURKE

With Christmas time being especially joyful for youngsters, today’s
article concentrates mainly on the various youth leagues and youth teams
in and around Oldham.

Most of the recent publicity concerning the Oldham Amateur Rugby
League has been about the successful Saddleworth Under 18s side, but it is
not surprising that the team are one of the country’s top youth sides when
you consider that they are the only Under 18s team in Oldham and therefore
attract all the top players of the town. However, there are now several
Under 16s sides playing in Oldham, which should mean that in a few years
Saddleworth may have a number of challengers for the honour of being the
top youth team in the area. The Saddleworth club have themselves a very
promising Under 16s outfit, who in fact last Sunday won through to the
Final of the Pennine Under 16s Cup, with a 13-3 home victory over
Bramley Supporters.

There is in fact a very strong possibility of an all-Oldham Under 16s
Final, as in the other semi-final, which was also played last Sunday, St.
Anne’s fought out a 13- all draw at home to Hunslet Juniors, in a terrific
match which was in the balance up until thefinal whistle. The semi-final
replay will take place in Leeds sometime in the New Year.

Both Saddleworth Rangers and St. Anne’s also have Under 16 ‘A’ teams,
who compete in the Rochdale Under 16s League, which was formed just at
the start of the present season, and which is mainly designed to encourage
youngsters to take up Rugby League by playing the matches on a friendly
basis. At the moment there are 6 teams in the Rochdale League, which also
includes sides representing Waterhead and Fitton Hill. Officials of both of
these clubs will be hoping that the players who are at present in there
Under 16s teams will -progress from there to form Under 18s teams, and
then move into their open - age sides.

"Another local side is Shaw & Crompton, which was formed only 3 seasons
ago, but which now has teams at three different youth age groups. The club
was formed when boys who played for the New Barn Junior School team at
Shaw found that the senior schools they were moving to did not play Rugby
League, and therefore David Clegg, a teacher at New Barn, decided to start
the Shaw & Crompton club. The club is very well organised and supported,
and in fact has its own supporters club as well as holding regular social
evenings at New Barn School. Already this season several events have
taken place, with Albert and Stan Fearnley being present at one, together
with the Challenge Cup, which Stan helped Leeds win last season, and
Steve Nash being in attendance at another.

At the present time, all the 6 clubs in the Rochdale League are fairly
evenly matched, Todmorden being the other entrants, with each team
having won and lost several matches, and with no one side being far
better than the rest.

COURTAULDS

NORTHERN SPINNING DIVISION
RODWELL TOWER, PICCADILLY, MANCHESTER

An important and expanding feature of
OLDHAM METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

ASIA MILL Hollinwood MANOR MILL Chadderton
BRIAR MILL Shaw MAPLE MILL Hathershaw
DEE MILL . Shaw PARK MILL Shaw

FOX MILL Shaw ROYD MILL Hol linwood
KENT MILL Chadderton BENTFIELD MILL Chadderton
LILAC MILL Shaw MAJESTIC MILL Waterhead

PERSONAL LOANS

ALSO FIRST AND SECOND
MORTGAGES

LAKE FINANCE

‘11 CHURCH LANE
OLDHAM . OL1 3AN

: 624 7821

N

K

northern heating
co. (crompton)

| Itd.

gordon street, shaw,
‘oldham, o0l2 8eu

industrial heating and
ventilating engineers

specialists in design and
installation of all mechanical
engineering services,

and boiler plant.

telephone shaw 42791

4681 SJ




Turning now to open -age ’affairs, and it has been announced by the : GHA

Pennine League that the Pennine Cup Final for 1978 will take place here at
Watersheddings towards the end of the season. A date has not yet been

finalised for the match, but the Pennine League are hoping to fix a set date k

for the Final with the game always taking place on that date, following the pacema ers |n C|V' englneer'ng
example of the Oldham League, whose Standard Cup Final is of course

always played on Good Friday morning, and which annually attracts the

largest attendance for any amateur game in the country.

Oldham Schools ruu Laroer

OLDHAM SCHOOLS RUGBY LEAGUE. UNDER 16

X

ENGLISH SCHOOLS CUP. QUARTER FINAL
DEWSBURY 3 OLDHAM 16

An outstanding.result against a very big, well organised and prrle\;tously; 4 o ,
undefeated Dewsbury team. {Oldham had to overcome a big psychologica
disadvatage as Dewsbury are the only team to have defeated them this : Qlleghan HO“SC, off Shaw ROad, Oldham, Lancs.

year.

For some reason the game was played on a small, muddy sloping pitch. _ Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7

Conditions not really suitable to Oldhams open style of football.
Oldham won the toss and elected to play down hill and immediately put ° ( Y
Dewsbury under tremendous pressure. |It was obvious that the Oldham team S

were determined on victory, the forwards ran hard and the entire team .
tackled well. |After fifteen minutes they started giving the ball to the backs F“WDE .
and Dewsburys limitations were exposed. Peter Rankin scored a fine try on N

the left wing following fine work by Joe Warburton and Paul Stott. Stott

converted the try from the touch line (5%0). '
From the restart Oldham again attacked, the ball was swept quickly to BB{. I HEBS
the right were Mark Derbyshire finished very strongly for a very fine

individual try. (8-0). LIMITED

At this stage Oldham were all over Dewsbury with Chris Deakin and
Damien Chadwick completely dictating tackles.

LIMITED

The second half began with Dewsbury, now playing dor:«vnOI}lerI] winning o
the first five scrums and placing tremendous pressure on the am team. MBERS
Only hard tackling by all the team restricted Dewsbury to one solitary INSURANCE BROKERS BUILDERS
unconverted try. (8-3). ELECTRICIANS

Oldham at this time showed their character. Fine breaks by Tony Kavach HEATING ENGINEERS
and Martin Gratton carried play into the Dewsbury 25, and immediately - MAIN CONTRACTORS
Deakin and Chadwick created half a gap for Des Foy who took this opport- E TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES
unity with determination to score between the posts, Stott converted. (13-3). 68, Union Street,

From the next scrum Oldham moved the ball via Chadderton to Derbyshire Oldham OL1 1DJ 42 ROCHDALE ROAD, SHAW

who created a fine try for Stott. The score of 16-3 was the final one.

Oldham now qualify to play Hull at Watersheddings on February 11th. Telephone 624 9201 TEL. SHAW 47610, 633 4266
Hull, thought to be the strongest under 16 team for many a year are L ¢ ' J
currently undefeated and beat Wigan 7-3 in their quarter final. :







