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OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT oy Truscrete

its NEW
its EXCITING

£1,000
Top Weekly Prize

Full flight
precast . height
stair unit. g8 refuse
=1 chute.

FOR ONLY 20p PER WEEK
COLLECTORS WILL CALL WEEKLY
OR . )

' ~ PAY BY BANKERS ORDER _
g B e ...and you’ve got it made!

Got a weighty problem in precast concrete units? manufacture. Our engineers can take on your
POSTAL BY ARRANGEMENT Just tell Truscrete; it's not likely to cause us any  problem at design stage, and see it right through
headaches, as these examples show. Bespoke to installation and completion. And if it's precast
precast items up to 10 tons are what we thrive on. flooring you're after, Truscrete are the North-West
No waiting, either, because we use our own licensees for the well-known Filigree Flooring

: MEMBERSH’P STRICTLY UM’TED fibreglass moulds every time. Nor are special systems. It adds up to a full, fast service in precast
features, like exposed aggregate panels, any concrete, and all you need do is . . . tell Truscrete
L
g A1 FIRST DRAW

problem. We can do more for you than just The number is 061-652 8424
E.BUCKLEY :
THE PAVILION 13th FEB.
WATERSHEDDINGS & THEREAFTER WEEKLY

TRUSCRETE LIMITED, Stock Lane, Chadderton, Oldham, OL9 9EZ.
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Harvey
Ashworth

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB)

BUSINESS ADDRESS

SLAUGHTER HOUSE
HOME ADDRESS BUCKLEY STREET
STAYLEY HALL STALYBRIDGE
STALYBRIDGE Tel. 3228

GIACOMO & PIERO
Gents Jtair Stylist

149 YORKSHIRE STREET

OLDHAM.
TEL. 061-624 9125
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM
President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON

Treasurer: K. BROADBENT Vice-Chairman: J. BOWDEN
Committee:

E. BUCKLEY J. HALL R. HARTLEY D. HULME; R. OGDEN K. POTTER.
Coach D. COX Assistant Coach R. WELDING
Physiotherapist: J. CROSSLEY Assistant Physiotherapist: ]. WATKINS

Secretary: Promotions Manager: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Club Manageress: Mrs. F. BOWDEN, Tel. 061-624 7240

Groundsman: D. TRUELOVE Assistant Groundsman:

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76.

SPONSORS

PROGRAMME OR MATCH BALL SPONSORS

We are indebted to the following firms or individuals who have generously
sponsored our programme or match ball :-

David Boler Exhausts,
W.J. Lewis,

Geometric Furniture Ltd.,
Saddleworth Sports Centre,
Central Motors, Almic Engineering Co. Ltd:,
Dronsfield Bros. Ltd., Hollinwood Metal Recovery,

Haughton & Kershaw (Builders) Ltd., Oldham Rugby League Supporters Club,
North West Storage Equipment, Wilsons Brewery,

Frank Warren Ltd., Lawrence Perrins & Sons Ltd.,
Ultratools, Royale Motors Ltd:,

Umbro International Sports Wear H. Stockwell & Co. Ltd;,

Burnedge Press Ltd. George Hill (Oldham) Ltd.,
Henlys Ltd.




-

)
OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOC

Join a successful organisation
BECOME A POOLS AGENT

%] GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET

BONUS ON WINS

”0:0: FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW
3 FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

_
CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR
FURTHER DETAILS.

For a Specialist and Personal Service
in all classes of insurance,
Private and Industrial Mortgages, consult:

Whitehead & Lees Nsurances Ltd.

34 UNION STREET OLDHAM

Incorporated Insurance Bro kers with 50 years experience

Telephone: 061-633 2361

Branch Office:
14 Rossall Road, Thornton, Cleveleys.

< |

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

May we take this opportunity of wishing you all a belated Happy Easter.
These notes had to be written before the Good Friday derby at Rochdale but
we are naturally hoping we managed to pick up a win at the Athletic Grounds,
thus making it all the more interesting today. A win against Huddersfield
today would certainly keep our slim promotion hopes alive.

Since the last programme notes were written, we have completed the
signing of Chris Charles, the big Welsh prop who did so much towards
helping us put on a good display against St. Helens in the second round of
the Challenge Cup.

We are not in the habit of revealing transfer fees paid but we finally came
to an agreement with St. Helens and Chris ultimately joined us permanently
at the completion of his four trial matches.

Needless to say, we wish him a long and happy stay here at Water-
sheddings and trust that he will help us to make an impact next season no
matter whether we are in the First Division or the Second Division.

It is interesting to note that we have been able to keep a very settled
pack in the past few games and there has consequently been a big improve-
ment in performances.

Since the side was shaken up for the home game against Leigh at the end

" of January only seven forwards have been used in five games -- Charles,

O’Mahoney, Owen, Hughes, Hall, Herbert, Flanagan.

Understanding is bound to follow when any side is able to keep a regular
pack formation like that and providing we did as well as expected at the
Athletic Grounds on Friday there is every reason for us to be confident of a
really successful run-in to the end of the season.

After today we have four games left - Doncaster home on Sunday, White-
haven away on Sunday, April 9th, York at home on Wednesday April 12th,
and Halifax away on Sunday, April 16th.

There are seven ‘‘A’’ team matches still to play as follows: Saturday,
April 1st; Barrow (a); Tuesday, April 4th; Rochdale (h); Friday, April 7th;
Widnes (a); Saturday, April 15th; Workington (h); Saturday, April 22nd;
Workington (a). The Swinton (a) and Wigan (h) matches have still to be
arranged.

Mr. FRED HOWARTH n

It is with deep regret that we record the death of Mr. ‘Fred Howarth, a
former Oldham RL. club player and trainer, who died recently at the age of
57. Mr. Howarth, a very popular figure in Oldham Rugby League circles, was
found dead at his home by a neighbour two nights after he had attended a
Parkfield House function organised by the Oldham Ex-PLAYERS Association,
of which he acted as secretary.
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KING STREET .

FOR
NEW LEYLAND

QUALITY USED

SELF DRIVE 'HI

SERVICE AND PARTS

Tel: 061-624 3657

~
HENLYS corm wesr Ltd

OLDHAM

CARS
CARS
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N
William Bradbury

& Sons Ltd

ARCHITECTURAL &
BUILDERS IRONMONGERS

PLUMBERS & HEATING
ENGINEERS MERCHANTS

GLASS MERCHANTS

WESTHULME STREET
off Featherstall Rd. North
OLDHAM, OL1 2LY

. .

INVEST WISELY IN
CENTRAL HEATING WITH

Heatsways Lu

Top quality materials fully guaranteed
Over 5000 systems already installed
Bank loans arranged

For competitive estimates
without obligation ring
061-766 4385 anytime or -
061-766 6511 daytime

RAY HATTON . RAY POTTER

Offices & Showroom
172-182 Bury New Ro ad, Whitefield

Tel: 061-624 9481

Registered Corgi Gas Installer
X’ approved

OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

Although the exciting race for promotion promises to continue right up
until the final day of the season, noone is in doubt as to the crucial import-
ance of this afternoon’s match between Oldham and Huddersfield, two of
the clubs locked in the tremendous season long scramble for promotion
points.

During the past few seasons Huddersfield have been something of a bogey
club to Oldham for one has to go back eight matches to September 1972 for
Oldham’s last victory over the Fartowners. On that occasion Oldham won
25-7 at Huddersfield but in the return match Huddersfield drew 7-7 at
Watersheddings and have since reeled off six successive victories over
Oldham starting with their two Second Division wins in season 1974-75
when Huddersfield beat Oldham 15-11 away and by 12-11 at Fartown. The
following season Huddersfield came here and pulled off a shock 28-17
victory which they repeated two months later with a 19-14 home win. The
clubs did not meet last season but already this season Oldham have made
two fruitless trips to Fartown, losing 21-11 in the Players Trophy and 22-15
in the Christmas holiday league fixture, Oldham’s two defeats at Fartown,
however, were not entirely unexpected for Huddersfield have lost only one:
home Second Division match this season, to Leigh last September, whilst
their recent cup victory over First Division Salford indicates just how
capable a side they are.

One of the reasons for Huddersfield's success this season is the tremend-
ous experience of the team which contains no fewer than seven players
who at some time in their careers have gained representative selection
Although it is some time since winger Ken Senior and forwards Davic
Jeanes, Steve Lyons and Mick Redfeam have enjoyed big time football
both loose-forward Malcolm Branch and scrum-half Mick Shepherd have
played in representative football this season while experienced centre
Peter Rowe was included in the Welsh squad for the recent European
Championship clash against France. The versatile Rowe is a former Swansea
RUFC player who tumed professional with Wigan in October 1966. He is a
former Welsh youth rugby union cap who has played in seven full internation-
als for Wales at rugby league as well as in five matches for Other National-
ities with the Highlight of his representative careercoming in 1975 when he
visited Australasia with the Welsh World Championship squad. Rowe also
enjoyed a good deal of success at club level whilst with Wigan for he
appeared with them at Wembley in 1970 and also played in the Championship
Final twelve months later. However, Rowe also knows what life is all about
at the wrong end of the league table for he spent two years with Blackpool
Borough before joining Huddersfield for £3,000 in January 1976.

Four months after Rowe moved to Fartown, Huddersfield were relegated
but a new management structure has led to several signings and a remark-
able improvement in the team which now finds itself visiting Watersheddings
seeking a victory which would virtually clinch the Fartowners retum to
their rightful place in Division One.
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SALEM HORNETS AND O.A.R.L. HEADQUARTERS

JUNE and BRIAN invite you to come and enjoy
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YOU’LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

WHITBREAD ALES AT THEIR BEST-

Arthur Goss &ﬂ
Son

CHOICE FLOWERS

Oldham

1 MURPHY, M.
“THE MAN’S SHOP”
; ", 2 ELLIOTT, M
lity M w ’ .
w 3:;;2 en's Wear by Best 3 LARDER. P
% .I}'e‘ady to '}NeaJ Egits by “Daks" 4 WARD, P.
e e 5 LUND,'s.
Driway”. | 6 BLAIR, J.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM 7 PATERSON, J.
9 O’MAHONEY, R.
YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST 10 HUGHES, B.
11 HALL, F.
HILTONS 12 HERBERT, S.
13 FLANAGHAN, K.
061-624 6110 14
188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD 15 OWEN, G.
113 UNION STREET WEST Referee:

J. ENTWISTLE (Whitley Bay)

\_

L}
HUdderSerId MEDICAL SUPPLIES
1 CLEGG, A. SUPPLIED BY;
2 HOOSOM, D.
3 LEATHLEY, T. H T DO DD
4 ROWE, P, v Ba
5 SENIOR, K. :
. f{NIGHT . 38 MARKET STREET
7 SHEPHERD M. AIYTEN
or GREENWOOD, D. Tel: 061—624 40104 :
8 JEANS, D. <
9 SCHOFIELD, D. s i
10 LYONS, S. :
11 JOHNSON, J. ewn
12 REDFERN, M.
13 BRANCH, M. Pfﬂd“ﬂts
14 A.N. OTHER Support
15 WILSON, A. OLDHAM RLFC
K. Ashall (Prescott) Orange By donating our Elastic
E. Glazebrook (Wigan) ~ Red Support Bandages etc.

THE CLUBS
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ALWAYS!
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TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES
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G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM

L Telephone: 624 4301 J

r

Horman L. e:ztc'z & (o

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET

OLDHAM

k Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794) J
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VICE-PRESIDENTS

M. 1Ashworth

D. Grimes

A. Stacey

W. Collins

Mrs. Collins
H.C. Maker

W. Minton

Les Eyres

A. Pocock

C. Broadbent

R. Broadbent

G. Kenworthy
C.J. Watkins

B. Taylor

P. Scholes

K. Taylor

Mrs. J. Shore
K. Kershaw
Mrs. K. Kershaw
Mrs. R. Broadbent
Mrs. F. Landregan

COURTAULDS

NORTHERN SPINNING DIVISION
RODWELL TOWER, PICCADILLY, MANCHESTER

An important and expanding feature of
OLDHAM METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

11

\_

LAKE FINANCE

OLDHAM . OL1 3AN

Tel:

ASIA MILL Hollinwood MANOR MILL Chaddertoh
BRIAR MILL Shaw MAPLE MILL Hathershaw
DEE MILL Shaw PARK MILL Shaw
FOX MILL Shaw ROYD MILL Hol linwood
KENT MILL Chadderton BENTFIELD MILL Chadderton
) : LILAC MILL Shaw MAJESTIC MILL Waterhead
. b r Ty ' A y
northern heating
co. (crompton)
PERSONAL LOANS : Itd p
ALSO FIRST AND SECOND »
MORTGAGES

gordon street, shaw,
oidham, o0l2 8eu

industrial heating and
ventilating engineers

CHURCH LANE specialists in design and

installation of all mechanical
engineering services,
and boiler plant.

624 7821 telephone shaw 42791

i | 46815J‘




Brian Batty

It is tragic and yet typical that within 12 months the fortunes of the
French have suffered a tremendous setback.

Rugby League has lost a lot of ground over there in less than 12 months
as we were to discover during England’s successful trip to Toulouse.

When the team won the Jeab Galia Trophy admittedly with home victories
over Wales and England - the French seemed on top of the world.

They had shown some of their old fire and passion for the international
game as well as skill in the exciting shape of talented centre Jean Maro
Bourret.

But their hopes for the future were rapidly shattered when they failed so
pathetically in the World championship in New Zealand and Australia.

Wales dealt them another crushing body blow at Widnes in January and
now England’s success appears to have kicked the legs almost completely
from under them.

President Rene Mauries was highly critical of the French players and
officials at the reception after the Toulouse game against England.

The outcome was that their coach Yves Begou and the six-man selection
committee all resigned a sad reflection on a run of six defeats.

It was apparent that trouble was brewing when only half the French team
turned up to collect their losers’ medals at the reception.

Those who did were bitterly upset at also receiving only £18 to cover
pay and expenses for the weekend.

But both codes of rugby have been slipping in popularity in Toulouse with
only a 10,000 crowd attending the visit of the New Zealand All Blacks
early in the Union season. |

Fortunately the decision to revert to the inter-change system of referees
in League for next season’s Triangular. Tournament was made and should
prove beneficial to both countries.

‘The French officials certainly feel they will have less pressure on them
handling games in England. They always seem so tense and keyed up
before home crowds and put it down to their officials seeking prestige
from success,’ says League secretary David Oxley.

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

This aftemoon’s vital league clash is refereed by Grade Two official
John Entwistle from Whitley Bay, an insurance administration supervisor
with the Automobile Association who celebrates his 31st birthday this
coming Wednesday. He is a single man who has been refereeing since 1369
being promoted to Grade Two in July 1975. Mr. Entwistle is interested in all
sports |especially squash and cricket and he is also a keen boating and
music lover.

f
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Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter
All leading makes stocked
Official suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

Schofields Sports & Travel
Goods Centre |

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM
206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON-U-LYNE

EST. 1823

- Tel: 061—-652 1326

Reacro Rubber

WHITTAKERS Co. Ltd.

JEWELLERS
MONA MILL
AR FIEL DS NEW ROAD
MARKET PLACE CHADDERTON

OLDHAM
®
SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Telephone 624 4092

EST. 1860




With the Amateurs awan surke @/ GH

Yesterday, the Great Britain open-age team were due to play France at
Derwent Park, Workington, in the first of this season’s Amateur Internation- ® e o ° ®
als, which would give the BARLA International selectors an idea of how pacemakers ln C'V“ eng‘neer‘ng
their choices would fare when they go on the first open-age amateur tour to
Australasia later this year. Many people were surprised when, two weeks Cye PO "
ago, the selectors not only chose the team to meet France but also decided . om0 e
on the squad of players who would represent Great Britain on the 6-week
tour of Papua New Guinea, Australia and New Zealand, which begins on
May 2nd.

On that date, the party of thirty, 26 players and 4 officials, will leave
Heathrow Airport and will -arrive in Papua New Guinea two days later, having
stopped at Hong Kong and Manila. After playing four games against district
sides, the Great Britain team will play their first international match of the
tour against Papua New Guinea on May 21st. A day later the touring side
will leave the country to fly down to Australia where two matches will be S
played, one against a district side and an International game against the oy > ty
Australians at Sydney Cricket Ground on May 28th. SNy

The party will then go to New Zealand where they will firstly play Welling- f : ok
ton before taking on the Kiwi national side in Auckland on June 4th. The : : i
tourists will then leave New Zealand two days later, and will complete
tLheirAround-the-worId tour by arriving back at Heathrow on June 7th via Queghan House, off Shaw Rﬂad, 0|dham, Lancs.

os Angeles.

Approximately £10,000 is needed to be raised by BARLA to Finance the Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7
tour, the Sports Council having already provided a similar amount, and
shortly ‘‘£1 Pioneer Sponsor’’ forms will be available, with each sponsor, ~ r

as last year, receiving a souvenir brochure of the historic tour when it is 5 \
completed. Although the Oldham League will not be represented on the tour,

there are two Oldhamers in the party which will be going to Toulouse on :

April 8th when the French Under-18s side plays hosts to the Great Britain F'}W“EN

Youth team. Terry Flanagan, the Saddleworth loose-forward, has been chosen

as forward substitute, whilst the team manager will be Stuart McDonough,
who although he now lives in Bury is the Oldham League’s representative to BRO I HERS HEATING

X ‘3 \ .

)
\\
)

o’

. hed

BARLA.

Moving away from the Intemational scene and onto more domestic matters, LIMITED
it has been announced that the Pennine Cup, due to the recent spell of
adverse weather, will not have been completed in time to stage the Final
here at Watersheddings on the originally scheduled date of April 9th. There- LIMITED
fore, the Final will now take place on this ground on Sunday, April 30th.

April will be a busy time on the local amateur rugby league scene, as on the PLUMBERS
16th of that month the Oldham League’s Albert Edwards Memorial Sevens INSURANCE BROKERS BUILDERS
will be staged at Watersheddings, with the Oldham League Championship ELECTRICIANS
Play-off also taking place throughout the period. HEATING ENGINEERS

It is hoped that the draw for the opening rounds of both these competitions ) MAIN CONTRACTORS
will take place during this Wednesday's Oldham Amateur Rugby League . TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES
meeting, with the seven-a-side tournament including many top-class teams 68, Union Street,
from all over Lancashire, and with the Championship play-off culminating Oldham OL1 1DJ 42 ROCHDALE ROAD, SHAW
in the Final again being played at Watersheddings on Friday, May 5th. 624 9201
Another date now pencilled into the Watersheddings Diary will be two days Telephone TEL. SHAW 47610, 633 4266
later on May 7th, when, for the second consecutive season, the BARLA L ' ¢ J
National 7-a-side Finals will be staged. ‘
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GEORGE HILL

QLDHAM LIMITED

TIMBER IMPORTERS and
MERCHANTS

Spauts, Architraves, Skirtings,
Timber Mouldings, Doors, Plywood,
Formica, Hillplas

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS

Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 1LB

Tel. 061-652 7421

and at
Glebelands Road, Sale
Tel: 061-969 7543
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Cabaret E |
is back WELCEOS/I',UB'
OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

3 Great Acts
plus J2 DISCO

Thursday 8 pm to 1am
Fri. & Sat. 8 pm to 2 am

Fully licenced Restuarant, plus Snacks
No membership required

“

NEXT HOME MATCH




