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COmpal‘Iy . Telephone: 061-65 2 224

=

erectors in all forms of '
storage equipment {
new & refurbished equipment : - NG
Steel Shelving, Pallet ‘ 0N, - 7
Racking, Partitioning, Raised Y a7

Storage Areas, Small Parts
Storage, Conveyors, Slotted Angles
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON
Treasurer: K, BROADBENT Vice-Chairman: J. BOWDEN
Committee:

E. BUCKLEY ]. HALL R. HARTLEY D. HULME, R. OGDEN K. POTTER.
Coach D. COX Assistant Coach R. WELDING
Physiotherapist: R, JAY Assistant Physiotherapist: |. WATKINS

Secretary: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Tel. 061-652 5244

Groundsman: F. BROOKES Assistant Groundsman: M. BASHFORTH

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76.

i oLDHAM oUTLOOK |l

THERE was a flurry of activity at Watersheddings shortly before last
week-end’s signing deadline at midnight on the Saturday.

Officials spent a hectic 48 hours leading up to deadline midnight
and they succeeded in signing Swinton prop Dennis Ashcroft and
Leigh’s Welsh back-row man Clive Jones in a double coup.

We do not reveal transfer fees paid that is club policy but a **sub-

11 134 CERL I
DRO' ' 'NG 'N stantial’® fee was paid for Ashcroft and a ‘‘reasonable’” fee for
Jones, ‘both of whom went straight into the pack at Blackpool last

Sunday.
anc es I er To lose to a last-minute try at Borough Park was a bitter disappoint-

ment after all the activity of the previous two or three days.

B
But it takes time to blend any pack of forwards and it has to be
venlng ews remembered that both Dennis and Clive had not even trained with

their new mates and even Jim Fiddler had only played three times
previously in an Oldham jersey.



EST. 1823

Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter
All leading makes stocked
Official suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

Schofields Sports & Travel

Goods Centre

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM 624 4314
206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON-U-LYNE 330 4180
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FOOTWEAR
Available from

TENCH
SPORTS

ARNDALE CENTRE
MIDDLETON

Tel: 061-643 7515 l

Reacro Rubber |
Co. Ltd.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD

CHADDERTON

SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Tel: 061—-652 1326

We cordially welcome to the club the two new forwards plus Gary
Walczak, the young forward from Rochdalians RUFC at Littleborough,
who joined us this week on professional forms. :

Ashcroft is 28 and comes to us from Swinton after spending seven
or eight years at Wigan where he was a regular first-team prop.

He is a good handler, experienced scrummager and ‘busy tackler
and he is a player whom we inquired about earlier in the season
but whom Swinton would not let go at that stage.

Jones is 29 and a former Aberavon and Glamorgan RU player who
was one of several Welshmen to come north from Aberavon several
years ago.

He had two seasons at Warrington and then moved on to Leigh
where he won Weish RL caps against France, England and New
Zealand. .

Walczak, ' aged 24, 'is a Rochdale school teacher at Wardle High
School and has spentall his rugby life with Rochdalians as a second-
row forward.

He stands 6ft.2ins. and tips the scales at nearly 14%st. He is a
speedy back-row runner and a sound tackler, qualities that several
times earned him recognition for the East Lancashire RU represent-
ative side.

Though he was signed three days after the '‘deadline we later dis-
covered from headquarters that the deadline applies only to profess-
ionals moving from one club to another and not to players signed
from amateur RL or Union ranks.

Other players might also have been signed. Right up to the deadline
we were negotiating with Featherstone for young second-row man
Dave Vickers, who was listed at £6,000.

Vickers had refused the Rovers’ request to come off the list and he

agreed, « in talks with our manager Graham Starkey,  to come to
Watersheddings.

All that had to be done then was to agree a fee with Rovers. But
they stuck out for the full money, having only just picked up more
than £20,000 for hooker Keith Bridges from Bradford, and we did. not
consider it a viable proposition to pay so much for a young and
largely untried performer. :

We had also considered a move for Mick Nolan, the St. Helens
stand-off. Saints would not allow us to take him on trial, however,
and we felt we did not know sufficient about him to lay out the cash.

We recognise that still more has to be done and supporters can
rest assured that it will be done.
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Harvey
Ashworth

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB)

BUSINESS ADDRESS
SLAUGHTER HOUSE
BUCKLEY STREET

HOME ADDRESS
STAYLEY HALL STALYBRIDGE
STALYBRIDGE Tel. 3228

GIACOMO & PIERO

149 YORKSHIRE STREET
OLDHAM

Telephone 061-624 9125
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Our Visitors

DONCASTER, today’s visitors to Watersheddings, are currently
picking themselves up after the shock of losing their ‘two-man man-
agement team last week-end.

Tommy Smales and Dick Lowe, who had been jointly at the Tatters
Field helm for a couple of years or so, resigned after the home win
against Whitehaven, thus keeping adecision they had made previously.

They resigned because of inconsistent results yet, ironically,
their last match in charge saw the Dons beat the Cumbrians 19-10
to pick up their fourth Second Division win of the season but their
first since November.

The board have had to re-organise this week. Bidy Yates, the ‘A"
team player-coach, ‘has been put in command on a caretaker basis
until the end of the season. :

He will be assisted by recent full back signing lan Markham, who
will help with the backs, and second-row man Norman Cooper, the
first-team skipper, who will help with the forwards.

Whatever the reasons for the resignation of Smales and Lowe there

‘was nothing *‘inconsistent’” about the Dons display against Whitehaven.

They scored five tries to Whitehaven’s.two and the victory was more
convincing than the score suggests.

Full back Markham, very dangerous when linking up, scored two
tries,  stand-off Jimmy Irwin grabbed two, and centre Gary Brook
scored the other.

Brook and Markham are two of several new players to be recruited
by Doncaster in recent months.

Markham, aged 28, had been out of the game for two years and the
Dons nipped in smartly when he was struck off by Hull KR.

His sound defence and exciting attacking play has added a new
dimension to the Dons play, :as has that of the versatile Brook, who
made his debut against Whitehaven on returning to the club with which
he launched his carser.

Brook was a one-time half-back partner at Tatters Field of Mick
McCone, later to become an Oldham favourite, :and he |later had spells
at Castleford and Halifax before returning to the Dons on loan for a
month. :

Brook had a grand debut, making the break for the first try and

“scoring the fourth himself.



SERVICE MOULDINGS

PRECISION INJECTION
MOULDERS

H ARTSHEAD STREET . LEES . QLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 0441

BRIAN BATTY

England have carried off the European championship once again but a lot
of people must be wondering what has to be done to capture the interest of
the fans at international level.

Not for the first time have the fans failed to respond to the chance to
back an international side.

Considering the conditions of snow blocked roads on the Pennines and a
dreadful night in Cheshire, Widnes did remakably well to get 5,000 for the
England-Wales match at Naughton Park.

Yet despite all the hard work put in by officials we could only equal this
figure for the vital decider between England and France at Warrington.

It is asad state of affairs and one reason could be that so many fans were
totally disillusioned after Great Britain’s Third Testflop against Australia
at Headingley earlier in the season.

Two other reasons could be that fans are now completely Sunday minded
and have other things to occupy them on a Saturday or that they prefer to
keep their cash in their pockets to support their clubs.

| know the League would have preferred to have played the decider on a
Sunday but with such a huge backlog of fixtures they could not afford to
clash with the club programme.

Certainly television could not be blamed for the disappointing attendance
andyet | shudder to think how many people we would have got to Wilderspool
if the match had been screened.

We have to have intemational football for the players to compete at a
higher level to earn promotion for tours and Tests.

There was so much at stake in the England-France game that | expected at
least _dpuble the size of crowd. It is a pity when you think of the crowds that
roll up for Rugby Union intemationals.

They are regarded more as social occasions and yet | think it is fair to
say that there was more football from England in the first half alone than in
half a dozen games played by their Union namesakes. .




Datsun has the last word

in Oldham!

"THE ROYAL .c: vou0

SALEM HORNETS AND O.A.R.L. HEADQUARTERS

JUNE and BRIAN invite you to come and enjoy
WHITBREAD ALES AT THEIR BEST

>;A'rthur Goss 8:-N
Son

“THE MAN’'S SHOP”

OLDHAM

1 Martin MURPHY
2 Mike ELLIOTT

Yr Quality Men’s Wear by Best
4 ;hl:’ers e s 3 Phil LARDER
Ready to Wear Suits by “Daks” 4 Steve LUND
& 53;:’;‘,‘2;‘ .,;”‘Buf:;",:',‘ 5 Eric FITZSIMONS
Driwsy”. 6 Dave FRICKER
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM 7 John PATERSON

Tel.: 624 2086

: YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST<

HILTONS

061-624 6110

8 Jim FIDDLER

9 Roger O'MAHONEY
10 Dennis ASHCROFT
11 Fred HALL

12 Colin HAWKYARD
13 Peter JEWITT

188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD b
113 UNION STREET WEST
Referee:

CHOICE FLOWERS

ALWAYS! J

D. W. FOX (Wakefield)

2

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES
by Li:
G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

- 19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM
Telephone: 624 4301

1

DATSUN (OI.DHAM) LTD.

BOTTOMO'TH MUOR HUDDERSFIELD RD OLOHAM DU 3H0
Tel:061624 6042

YOU’LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

\_
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DONCASTER THE CLUBS
MEDICAL SUPPLIES
1 lan MARKHAM SUPPLIED BY;

2 Bob HARRISON
3 Phil DAVIES
4 Gary BROOK
5 Stewart PIPER

6 Jim IRWIN
7 Dennis-EDWARDS

8 Alan WALKER

38 MARKET STREET
ROYTON

Tel: 061-624 4104

H.T. DODD

%

9 Peter MOODY

10 Dave HOSSELL
11 Norman COOPER
12 John SAXBY

13 Bob WOODHEAD

14 Chappie WILLIAMS
15 Alan WORRALL

Seton
Products

Support
Touch Judges: OLDHAM RLFC
J. CLARKE (Blackpool)
J.N. FALLON (Widnes)

By donating our Elastic

(

%Wﬂ fwtez & (o ‘

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

9 UNION STREET OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

Support Bandages etc. <

_J




Parkfield Service Station

RIPPONDEN ROAD, MOORSIDE, OLDHAM

FOR RELIABLE SERVICE AND REPAIRS, ENGINE AND GEARBOX
OVERHAULS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

MEMBER OF MOTOR AGENTS ASSOCIATION

E

WALTER STORER TEL: 061-624 9838 ;

You'lldo a great
jobwith

Everything
ou like about

King Size

PSK6

The tar yield of this brand Manufacturer’s estimate, December 1977,
18 designed to be MIDDLE TAR of group as defined in H.M. Government Tables.

H.M. Government Health Departments’ WARNING:
CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH




pacemakersin civilengineering

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
' Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7

Burnedge

Press
Limited
General Printers Peel Street,Chadderton Oldham
Telephone: 061633 2118
SUPPORTERS CLUB
Coaches will be going to:-

GOOD FRIDAY 13th APRIL — SWINTON Leaves 2pm.

Adults: Members: 80p. Non Members 90p.
Children; Under 14 Members: 50p. Non Members 60p.

EASTER SUNDAY 15th APRIL — BATLEY Leaves 1.30pm.
Adults: Members: £1.20p. Non Members: £1.30p.
Children: Under 14 Members 80p. Non Members 90p.

Both coaches will return directly after the match.

£25 Minimum Allowance

for Your Own Cycle.

when you part exchange it for
a new one from the Raleigh or
Viking range.

Small selection of recondi-
tioned and second-hand cycles
available,  part exchanges
welcome. No deposit credit
terms available, Refugee, Bes,
Mutual customers welcome,

Cycle Spares and Repair Service

SUNTALCYCLES

45.7 RIPPONDEN ROAD . OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9a.m. to 6p.m. Sunday 10a.m. to 1p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9p.m.

Oldham <
Motor Co.Ltd.

s,

S\ MAIN DEALER
3 SINCE 1911

2-12 MANCHESTER ROAD
- WERNETH, OLDHAM OL9 7QL Tel:061-:652-2411 J




With the Amateurs suax BuéKE'

Next Friday (11 am), Mayfield of Rochdale take on Saint Anne’s of
Oldham at Watersheddings in the Final of the Oldham Standard Cup,
which is without doubt the most well-known trophy in the Amateur
Rugby League world.

This season the Standard Cup is celebrating its 75th anniversary,
having been presented to the Oldham Amateur League prior to the
1903-04 season by the former ‘‘Oldham Standard News’* newspaper, -
and this season’s finalists are well capable of producing one of the
best ever deciders in the competition’s threequarters-of-a-century
existance. Mayfield have reached the. Final with victories over
Saddleworth Rangers and Ferranti after receiving a bye in Round 1,
while Saint Anne’s have defeated Langworthy Juniors, Salem Hornets
and Shaw.

Both teams are in Division 1 of the Pennine League, ‘with Saint
Anne’s who have won the trophy for the last 2 seasons, thoping to
become only the third side ever to achieve a hat-trick of Standard Cup
“successes, ‘and with Mayfield being eager to win the Final for the
first time since 1975 and also to establish their position as the
‘current leaders of the First Division.

However, 'the attraction of the Oldham Standard Cup Final is not
only the match but also the build-up event, for which the best ever
programmes produced for an amateur game are already on sale through-
out the town. The Oldham League’s ‘‘Timed-try’’ tickets are also
available, ‘with £60 being awarded in prizes and with the proceeds
going to the local amateur teams. The draws for each round of this
season’s tournament were again made live on Radio Manchester, who
also organised a competition in connection with the Final, and who
will be giving a full preview of the Final on their *‘BARLA Midweek’"
programme this Wednesday ( 7.15pm).

The Final is also fully sponsored, with former Oldham Amateur
League personalities providing the costs of the match, programme,
and match-ball. The Final is being sponsored by Peter Brown and
Kevin Geany, ‘who have themselves invited Halifax coach Maurice
Bamford to present the Cup on their behalf, while Tommy O’Brien and
Sons Building and Demolition Contractors are sponsoring the program-
mes, and Len Hutton and Son Cleaning Contractors are sponsoring
the match-ball. As well as this income, the Oldham League are hoping
for a crowd which might beat the record of 6,000 set in 1349, and for
the first time produce receipts of over £1,000.

The other local competition to be decided during Easter is the
Rochdale League’s Riley Cup, with Mayfield “*A’’ facing Spotland
Rangers in the Final at the Athletic Grounds, ‘Rochdale, .on Easter
Monday morning (11.00 am). ' '

. .

KERSHAW ADAMSmorta wesnLTD

BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

Offices:
Greenwood Street
Oldham
Tel: 061-652 2499

8 <

William Bradbury| cetwi veane wm

& Sons Ltd

ARCHITECTURAL &
BUILDERS IRONMONGERS

Heatsways Lu

Top quality materials fully guaranteed
Over 5000 systems already installed
Bank loans arranged

For competitive estimates
without obligation ring
061—-766 4385 anytime or
061-766 6511 daytime

RAY HATTON . RAY POTTER

Offices & Showroom
172-182 Bury New Ro ad, Whitefield

PLUMBERS & HEATING
ENGINEERS MERCHANTS

GLASS MERCHANTS

WESTHULME STREET
off Featherstall Rd. North
OLDHAM, OL1 2LY

Registered Corgi Gas Installer

Tel: 061-624 9481 BP approved




GEORGE HILL

OLDHAM LIMITED

TIMBER IMPORTERS and
MERCHANTS

.Spouts, Architraves, Skirtings,
Timber Mouldings, Doors, Plywood
Formica, Hillplas :

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS
Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 1LB
Tel. 061-652 7421

and at
Glebelands Road, Sale
Tel: 061-969 7543

R —
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WHEN DEALING WITH DATSUN OLDHAM YOU QUALIFY
= FOR 5 STAR TREATMENT... ‘ :
We offer a full range of carefully selected used vehicles. ‘
All makes & models on show at competative prices. :

Remember, we only sell the very best!
& labour guarantee offered on our quality

’24 months parts
used vehicles.This planis devised to reduce your after- -
sales coststo a minimum. : ;

’Specialists in the finance & insurance field. Let us quote

you with terms to suit your pocket. .= . ;

Top part exchange allowanceson your present vehicle.
Callinatno obligation.you'll be amazed at our quotations.

’Assurance of dealing with a friendly, efficient company.,
= that really is.concerned about offering only the upmost

in service to their customers.

OUR 5 STAR PLAN IS DESIGNED TO MAKE 2 |
THE PROBLEM OF CAR PURCHASE SIMPLE A 2>

YOU CHOOSE THE CAR,THEN LEAVE ANY
PROBLEMS TO US. WE OFFER ONLY THE BEST-

Open 7days a week - Sat 9am -
| -5pm|Sun10.30am- ‘
VISIT US TODAY & SAMPLE OUR 5 STAR .TRZrRT:fE(I)VpTT.

T OLOHAMN

=N ! n
BOTTOM 0'TH' MOOR - (HUDDERSFIELD RD) /=
= OLDHAM OL13HQ - Telephone:061 624 6042') .




