PROGRAMME SPONSOR

LAWTON SHEET METAL LTD.,
FALCON HOUSE,
NEILD ST.,
OLDHAM.

061 - 633 6843

Teams

OLDHAM

Cherry/White Hoops,
Blue Shorts.
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Martin MURPHY
Geoff MUNRO
Brian CAFFREY
Mick PARRISH
Mick COWLEY
Derrick SEABROOK
Ray ASHTON

Alex ALEXADER
Roger O'MAHONEY
Gareth OWEN
Geoff CLARKSON
Steve HERBERT
Alan PLATT

Steve LITTLER
Gordon POLLARD

LEEDS

Blue/Amber Jersey,
White Shorts.
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lan WILKINSON
Alan SMITH

David Hesselwood
Les DYL

John ATKINSON
John HOLMES

lan MACKINTOSH
Mick HARRISON
David WARD
Steve PITCHFORD
Graham ECCLES
Ray DICKINSON
Phil COOKSON

Referee: Mr. C. Hodgson (Maryport)
Touch Judges: Mr. P.M. Oliver (Horwich) Mr. D. Bowes (Swinton)

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS
Sunaay 1st February, 1981. - BARROW

alom Lager
RUGBY LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP
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SCOTTFIELD SAW MILLS
ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM
Phone: 061-652 7421

J

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: H.V. Ashworth
Chairman: R. Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: K. Broadbent

Committee: E. Buckley, F. Diskin, J. Hall, D. Hulme, R. Ogden, K. Potter

Secretary: J. Chadwick

Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager), Terry Gorman (Asst. Manager),
Bill Francis (Player/Coach), Brian Gartland (Colts Coach)

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Bob Blackwood - Brian Caffrey - Geoff Clarkson -

Bary Conner - Leslie Cook - Michael Coombes - Mike Cowley - Pasquale D’'Adamo -
Stephen Dobb - Eric Fitzsimons - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Bill Francis -
Andrew Goodway - Ken Gwilliam - Tony Handforth - Colin Hawkyard - Steve Herbert -
Clive Hunter - Clive Jones - Paddy Kirwan - Steve Littler - Brian Lockwood - Paul Lowndes -
Steve Lund - Ray Martland - Bob Mordell - Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy - Gerrard Nolan -
Tony Ogden - lan Ogden - Roger O'Mahoney - Mike O'Rourke - Gareth Owen - Mike Parrish -
Johnny Paterson - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - Derrick Seabrook - Clive Sullivan -

* Dave Taylor - Garry Walczak - John Walls - Joe Warburton - Phil Ward - Mike Worrall

Doctor: Dr. D. Walton Hon. Consuitant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins

Financial & Admin. Manager: Mr. David Oakes Tel: 061-624 4870

Commercial Manager: Keith Masters Social Club Manager: Kevin Wilkinson
Groundsman: J. Walker Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine

Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K.R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £4,897 v Leeds 3rd March 1968
Record transfer fee paid £10,650 to Workington for Ike Southward March 1959
Record transfer fee received  £11,002: 10s from Workington for Ike Southward Jan 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 pts v Liverpool City April 569
First game October 21 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of Points Scored Bernard Ganley 2881
Most Appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most Tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233 Since 1900 Alan Davies 182

CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10,1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64
Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07,1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08,1910-11,1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25,1933-24,

1966-57,1957-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09,1911-12,1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship winners:  1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09,1910-11,1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



LEEDS FOR 2nd DIVISION

THE way in which fortunes can fluctuate from one season to the next in the
highly-competitive First Division of the Rugby League are well illustrated by
the results of the Leeds club in the past 12 months.

Leeds come to Watersheddings today as a club, like ourselves, which is
struggling to stave off the threat of relegation to the Second Division.
Leedsinthe Second Division? Unthinkable! Butthen Wigan probably thought
that when they went down at the end of last season.

The point is that with the present system of four teams going down a club can
win nearly half its league games - and still face the big drop.

It naturally follows that any club which suffers a long string of crippling
injuries, as Leeds have donethis season,orapoorspell of form fromwhichthey
find it difficult to extricate themselves, can be in trouble.

Last season Leeds won the Yorkshire Cup by beating Halifax in the final and
finished fifth in the First Division with 19 wins from their 30 matches. They
were five points clear of sixth club Leigh butonly one pointbehind third-placed
Hull.

The most impressive part of their league record, however, was the fact that
they scored a massive 590 First Division points - 44 points more than their
nearest challengers, Widnes, in the “points for” column.

The Leeds style has always been a bright, entertaining one and, inthe past ten
years, no team can really claim to have matched the Headingley outfit in terms
of consistently producing fast, fluent football.

Leeds at their best have always been a splendid sight with fast-raiding

forwards like Phil Cookson complementing the more subtle creative skills of
John Holmes and the centre skills of Les Dyl, all finished off by the wonderful
touch line talents of Test wingers John Atkinson and Alan Smith.

Maybe many of the Leeds household names have approached the twilight of
theircareerstogether; maybe, the famous blue and golds have had apile-up of
injuries; maybe they have had a poor spell of form and a lot of bad luck.
Whatever the reason or reasons the fact remains that at the time of writing
Leeds had won only six of their 14 First Division games this season and, like St.
Helens and Salford, were very much involved in the battle against relegation.
It all adds up to make today’s match a vital four-point affair - and if it is half as
thrilling as the clash at Headingley earlierinthe season the fans will be assured
of their money’s worth.

Therecord book showsthat Leedswon 16 - 14 butisdoesnotreflectthedrama
of asee-saw match in which Oldham led 10 - 7 at half-time and lostonly inthe
dying seconds of injury time when another Oldham attack broke down and
Leeds, like only they can, moved the ball brilliantly for virtually the first time in
the match and right-winger Smith finished off at the corner flag.

Despite what by their own high standards is a poor League record this season,
Leeds again retained the Yorkshire Cup, beating Hull KR in the final at
Huddersfield, and they can call upon many fine players.

Possibly in the line-up today wiil be internationals like Holmes, Dyl, Atkinson,
the Smiths, Dick, Ward, Pitchford -the sort ofteamthat, on paper, should bein
amuch higher position in the table.

Astheleague pointsfromtodayarevitalto both clubsthetansshouldbeinfora
real thriller.

NEW & USED CYCLES * PART EXCHANGE WELCOME

CYCLE SPARES AND REPAIR SERVICE

SUNTAL CYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9 p.m-.

TOWN TAVERNS LIMITED

FUN PUB

FIRTH STREET, OLDHAM.
(side of The Town House Restaurant)
IT'SFREE IT'SFUN IT'S FABULOUS
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

Open Monday to Saturday, 7 pm to 11 pm

CELLAR WINE BAR

(Town House Restaurant, 35 Greaves Street, Oldham)
WINE AT REASONABLE PRICES
TETLEY ALE AT PUB PRICES
EXCELLENT SNACKS AVAILABLE

You've tried the rest, now try the best -

TOWN HOUSE RESTAURANT, 35 GREAVES STREET, OLDHAM
Telphone: 061-620 5418

; For the finest food at the finest prices in Oldham
Weddings, Funerals, 21st and 18th Parties, etc. catered for.




ROUGH HOUSE CLAMP DOWN

By Roger Halstead
(Oldham Evening Chronicle)

THE Rugby League have shown their
willingness and determination to clamp down
on rough-house tactics by their 13-match ban
on Brian Hogan of Widnes and the ten-match
suspension imposed on Paul Rose of Hull KR.
Attention was again focussed on high and late
tackles when Roger Millward had his jaw broken
for the third time in a matter of months and was
forced into a premature retirement early in the
season.

Those closely connected with League are
convinced that there are now more incidents
involving head, facial or jaw injuries than ever
before.

Indeed, the recently-formed association of club
doctors and physiotherapists expressed grave
alarm at a meeting several weeks ago about
what they aptly described as non-accidental
injuries. :

It was agreed that each club doctor and physiotherapist should keep a record
of such injuries from his own club and that the information should later be
pooled and sent off to the League. ;
Justwhat sort of affect that might have had on the League bossesiis difficult to
gauge though it was interesting to see League secretary David Oxley making
reference last week to the findings of the medical men.

Throughout the game there now seems to be a growing movement to rid the
code of foul tactics - and that just has to be one of the most encouraging
aspects of the season so far.

Following the stiff suspensions handed out at the last disciplinary committee
meeting it will indeed be interesting to see how many players are “on the
agenda” at the next meeting - and for what reason.

The danger, of course, is to ease off if it appears that we are moving in the right
direction.

This has happened so many times in the past on a variety of issues: a quick
purge andthen a gradual easing off until we are right back to where we started
almost before anyone has noticed. :

The classic case of that involved the various attempts that have been made -
over the years - to put to rights all the problems in the scrums.

Ican wellremember Gerry Kershaw of York hitting the headlines for repeatedly
and consistently sending off hookers or front-row forwards for technical
offences at-the scrum.

It followed a League campaign to clean-up the scrums. But when referees like
Gerry attempted to dojust thatinthe only method opento areferee there were
those who tﬁrew up their hands in horror!

In no time the campaign had been forgotten, the situation was as bad as ever,
and we were all paying little more than lip service to sorting out the scrums.
That must not be allowed to happen on the disciplinary front. Now we have
started to get tough let’s make sure we keep the gloves on!

The West Hill Eng. |

Co. Ltd.

HIGH-CLASS MOULDS FOR THE
PLASTICS & RUBBER TRADES

SEVERN MILL
BRITON STREET
OLDHAM OL9 6NA

Telephone: 061-624 6570 & 4597

Reacro Rubber
Co. Lid.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
CHADDERTON
SUPPLIERS OF

UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Tel: 061-652 1326

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

by

G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

SERVICE
MOULDINGS

PRECISION
INJECTION
MOULDERS

HARTSHEAD STREET,
LEES, OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 0441




ALEX RULES O.K. (AL Grads 1 Referee)

Answer the following:

“ 1. At a scrum, the red scrum half is penalised for feeding. After signalling the penalty the
Refereesees thetouch judge coming towards him. He reportsthat Blue No. 10 had struck
ared player before the ball entered the scrum.

2. From a penalty kick at goal, the kick fails but the ball strikes the touch judgeinthein-goal
area.

A player throws the ball up into the air in a forward direction intending to kick it but does
not. Instead, he catches the ball himself.

‘(sysod ay3 sapun uanib si Aj 9°1) A1y Ajjeuad Lualod /,
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4, The ball is kicked from one 25 yards line to the other and the defending full back fails to

i gather the ball and knocks on. The ball is gathered by an injured (not being attended)

attacking player who is 10 yards away from the full back. The player, however, is too
injured to play the ball.

5. An attacking player in possession is fouled in his opponents in-goal area and prevented

0
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1 from grounding the ball.
isiamsuy

INSURANCE?

= Talk person to person
‘ﬂ As Oldham's largest insurance brokers,

we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of insurance.
It's a service we're proud to extend to
mortgages, both domestic and industrial.
Pop in anytime and you're guaranteed the
friendliest of attention.

WILLIAMS & GLYN'S
BANK LTD

AR

[

WHITEHEAD & LEES ‘ { Established over 50 years.

(INSURANCES) LTD

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurances) Ltd.
BLL A

ﬂm;rilish Insurance Brokers' Association

Local Branch Manager: R. Yates

34, Union Street, Oldham (tel 061-633 2361)
14, Rossall Road. Cleveleys (tel 0253-855818)




SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

Anyone wishing to become a member of the Supporters Club can do so at any
canteen or the Social Club, at any time. Price of membership £1.00

A coach will run to Castleford on Sunday 18th January, at 2pm. Price: Adult
members £2.10 Non-members £2.30. Juniormembers £1.40 Non-members
£1.60.

If anyone is interested in going to watch The Colts International on January
31statLeeds, willthey please givetheirnamesin atanycanteenorinthe Social
Club (624-0368) as soonas possible. Ifthereare enough peopleinterested we
will run a coach, or coaches.

Apresentation willbe made to MARTIN MURPHY, beforetodays match, for his
record number of appearances for the club on behalf of the Supporters Club,
also to the six Colts who will represent the club in the International at Leeds.

We would like to thank all the General Supporters for their support in our
collection at the Hull KR match, which amounted to £72.70p, and all the
supporters who donate to our raffles in the Social Club after the matches.

Metal Supporters Club Badgesareonsaleat 60p, Blazer Badges £7.50
each. Oldham R.L.F.C. Sweaters sizes are 34, 36, 38, 40 in red, these are
priced at £10 each. Red & White Rugby Shirts sizes 30,32 £6.50 each,
34,36 £8.75 40,42 £10.35. Red & White Scarves at £1.75. Bobhats
£1.25 each. Colts Car Stickers 45p each. All items can be bought from
any canteen or in the Social Club at any time.
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Make your Goal the
DOG & PARTRIDGE
Constantine Street,
Oldham.

and try our
Wilson's Traditional Ale’s
Your Hosts
Kevin & Christine

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH

IN MONDAY'S

OLDHAM
EVENING
CHRONICLE

GEORGE & SHEILA
Welcome you to

THE BULLS HEAD

Luncheons, Bar Snacks,
Morning drive breakfasts
OGDEN, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE.

Shaw 847992

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

Thomas “Birch¢& Co.

32 CLEGG STREET, OLDHAM
Telephone: 624-4889 / 665-2048

Free Valuation on Request
Without Obligation

James Schofield
& Son

(Transport) Limited

.

CHor)g
AT EDD 45on

. )
*All Classes of Haulage
*Any Distance Undertaken
*Expert Packing
*Ample Storage Facilities
Available

PRIMROSE BANK,
Oldham

Tel: 061 624 [§]e)

JOE GALLAGHER

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone
Watersheddings  061-652 0208
Oldham




CWUB NEWS

STATEMENT FROM THE COMMITTEE

Inthe past four years the committee has methodically worked its way through
every department of the club, putting things right. What we had planned did
not always work at the first attempt. We were not automatically successful.
But neither were we reluctant to change again in our quest to get things right.
On the playing side we started a youth policy which meant the formation of a
cclts team which has been highly successful. We will always continue to
develop that.

Shortterm, ourfirsttarget was to gain promotion. Whilethat was achieved we
were not really satisfied with the style with which we achieved it.

The next target was to avoid relegation from the First Division in our first
season. Short term, we were buying time in which to develop our younger
players.

We prefer to introduce them to League football in the First Division rather than
the Second and it was felt that if we could get through this season some of our
younger players would be ready for First Division football next season.
Tothisend more experienced players wereacquired in orderto help usachieve
our target - First Division survival.

Resultsinthe early partof the season were poor. There were afew problemsin
the area of the first team which were giving the committee cause for concern.
About one third of the way through the season the short-term policy was
clearly not workingtoowelland efforts weremadeto sortoneortwothingsout.
Unfortunately there was no improvement.

If the short-term plan was not going to achieve its single objective of keeping
the clubintheFirst Divisiontherewas absolutely nopointincarryingonwith it.
The prerogative of scrapping, altering ortrying alternatives always lay with the
committee and it was not just a question of what to do - but when to do it.
One of the major concerns of the committee was that the failings of the short-
term policy should notbe allowed in any way to have adetrimental affectonthe
long-term plans.

Bearing that pointinmind, the committee decided enoughtimehadbeen given
and rather than wait and longer the committee took certain actions which
virtually meant the scrapping of the short-term plans.

Consequently, the club’s playing fortunes have been placed into the hands of
our younger players a little sooner than originally anticipated.

The committee, however, are in no way apprehensive because we are
confident that the club’s playing future is in good hands.

Whenyou have plans and people operating plansthereareonlytwothingsthat
can go wrong - either the plan is wrong or the people operating it.

The committee has never neglected its duties in this respect and it will
continue to keep a close eye on every department of the club.

We cannot guarantee what will happeninthe future but we can say that we will.

never hesitate to effect changes of plan orchanges of personnel ifand when it
is felt desirable.

CUP-TIE AT BLACKPOOL

YOU will doubtless have read in the Press that we have been drawn away to
Blackpool in the first round of the Three Fives Challenge Cup. The tie will be
played at Borough Park on Sunday, February 15th.

Though Borough are currently down towards the bottom of the Second
Division it would be a grave mistake if we were to underestimate them.
Afterapoorstarttothe season they have begunto pick up points of late, one of
theirmorerecentresults being drawn at Wigan where they looked like winning
until they conceded a disputed penalty in the dying seconds.

Borough have never beaten Oldham in the Challenge Cup in which the teams
have clashed three times.

We won a second-round tie at Blackpool in 1958; a home first-round tie at
Watersheddings in 1970; and another home tie in the first-round on 1975.
That was to be the second of three occasions during the seventies in which we
reached the third round, losing at Castleford (1973), at home to Widnes
(1975), and at St. Helens (1976).

But Oldham supporters will not need reminding that Borough have made
something of a habit of handing out shocks to Watersheddings teams. When
we metthemtwiceinthe Second Division programmeof 1978-79, infact, they
did the double over us, winning 8 - 7 at Watersheddings and 9 - 7 at Borough
Park.

Alan Platt was one of our best forwards in the defeat at Warrington - seen here preparing to
release an inside pass to the supporting lan Ogden.






