PROGRAMME SPONSOR

WILDBORES RADIO LTD,,
76, Yorkshire Street,
Oldham.

Tel: 061-624 7907

~ Teams
OLDHAM BARROW

Cherry/White Hoops, Blue Shirts/White ‘V’
Blue Shorts. White Shorts.

Martin MURPHY
Geoff MUNRO
Brian CAFFREY
Mick PARRISH
Clive SULLIVAN
Dennis O'NEILL
Ray ASHTON
Geoff CLARKSON
Dave WALKER
Billy HARRIS
Alan PLATT

Bob MORDELL
Terry FLANAGAN (Capt.)

Dave ELLIOTT

Ralph McCONNELL
Nigel FRENCH

lan BALL (Capt.) '
Tony WAINWRIGHT
Mel MASON

David CAIRNS

Dave CHISNALL
Howard ALLAN
Malcom FLYNN
Steve KIRKBY
Kevin JAMES

Derek HADLEY
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Clive HUNTER
Steve HERBERT

Mike JAMES
Eddie SZYMALA
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Slalom Lager
RUGBY LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Referee: G.F. Lindop (Wakefield)
Touch Judges: B. Norbury (Littleborough), R. Tomlinson (Widnes)

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS
Sunday 8th March, 1981 - WARRINGTON
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SCOTTFIELD SAW MILLS
ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM
Phone: 061-652 7421

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: H.V. Ashworth
Chairman: R. Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: K. Broadbent

Committee: E. Buckley, F. Diskin, J. Hall, D. Hulme, R. Ogden, K. Potter

Secretary: J. Chadwick

Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager), Terry Gorman (Asst. Manager),
IBrian Gartland

Professional Playing Staff
Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Bob Blackwood - Brian Caffrey - Geoff Clarkson -
Barry Conner - Leslie Cook - Michael Coombes - Mike Cowley - Pasquale D'Adamo -
Stephen Dobb - Eric Fitzsimons - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Andrew Goodway -

Ken Gwilliam - Tony Handforth - Billy Harris - Colin Hawkyard - Steve Herbert - Clive Hunter -
Clive Jones - Paddy Kirwan - Steve Littler - Paul Lowndes - Ray Martland - Bob Mordell -
Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy - Gerrard Nolar: - Tony Ogden - lan Ogden - Roger O'Mahoney -
Mike O'Rourke - Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Johnny Patterson - Alan Platt -
Gordon Pollard - lan Radcliffe - Warren Ryans - Derrick Seabrook - Clive Sullivan -
Dave Taylor - Garry Walczak - John Walls - Dave Walker - Joe Warburton - Phil Ward -
Mike Worrall

Doctor: Dr. D. Walton Hon. Consuitant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins

Financial & Admin. Manager: Mr. David Oakes Tel: 061 -624 4870

Commercial Manager: Keith Masters Social Club Manager: Kevin Wilkinson
Groundsman: J. Walker Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine

Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
11-67 by Hull K.R. Sept. 78

28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £4,897 v Leeds 3rd March 1968
Record transfer fee paid £10,650 to Workington for Ike Southward March 1 959
Record transfer fee received  £11,002: 10s from Workington for lke Southward Jan 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 pts v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of Points Scored Bernard Ganley 2881
Most Appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most Tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233 Since 1900 Alan Davies 182

CLUB HONOURS

Record Victory
Record defeat
Record attendance

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners:
Runners-up:

First Division Champions:

Second Division Champions:

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners:
Runners-up:

Lancashire Cup winners:

1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
1904-05

1963-64

1898-99, 1924-25,1926-27
1906-07,1911-12,1923-24 and 1925-26
1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14,1919-20, 1924-25,1933-24,
1956-57,1957-58 and 1958-59

Runners-up: 1908-09,1911-12,1918-19, 1921-22,1954-55,1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921 -22,1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09,1910-11, 191 1-12,1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



BARROW BOUNCE BACK

ONE of the most pleasing aspects of the season so far is the re-emergence of
Barrow as a name to conjure with in the Rugby League.

It seems along, long time since players like Willie Horne, Phil Jackson, Dennis
Goodwin, Joe Ball, Frank Castle, Reg Parker and Co were taking the League by
storm.

But there was a touch of former glories about Barrow last week-end when the
men from Furness met Warrington at Wigan in the final of the Player's Trophy.
Thefans poured out of Barrow intheirthousands with trains, coachesand cars
taking the blue and white army to Wigan.

It was just reward for the painstaking efforts of the ambitious Barrow board to
revive former glories at Craven Park.

In the past couple of years Barrow have done a lot of recruiting from both
League and Union with probably their most notable capture that of centre lan
Ball from top-class Union in the London area.

Son of a former Barrow full back or half-back Ball is a northerner who was
reared in the Cowley Grammar School rugby academy of Ray French.

He and another Cowley lad full back Steve Ticklejoined Barrow from Union but
the unlucky Tickle has missed much of Barrow’s glory so far this season
because of injury.

Not so Ball. As a brilliant goalkicker and deceptively fast inside back TV fans
willlongremember his magnificentlong-range break that set up atry for Ralph
McConnell in the Player’'s headline-hitting displays and is being freely tipped
as a possible for the England team to be picked soon. :
Nigel French is another Union man from the London area who could be in the
side today but there are doubts about yet another “convert” winger Chris
Camelleri who has spent a few weeks on the sidelines after injury.

Camilleri won his first Great Britain Test cap against the New Zealanders last
Autumn and he, too, has proved a sound capture.

Mel Mason and David Cairns are afast and industrious half-back pair while up
front Barrow can boast a strong and mobile pack with several players who will
take some holding.

Derek Hadley, at loose-forward, is a vastly-underrated footballer whose
attacking skills bring out the best in runners such as Steve Kirkby and Kevin
James a devastating second-row pair if they are not tackled strongly.

In the front-row Barrow boss Frank Foster, our former pack leader in the early
seventies, has the luxury of being able to choose from two experienced
hookers in Howard “Smiler” Allen or Eddie Szymala, who is just returning to
action after a long injury lay-off.

David Chisnall, the former Leigh and St. Helens prop, could be at No. 8 with
Derek Flynn on the blind-side.

All things considered Barrow are a workmanlike and competent side whose
confidence will have risen as they progressed to the final of the Player’s
Trophy.

CYCLE SPARES AND REPAIR SERVICE

SUNTAL CYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9 p.m.

TOWN TAVERNS LIMITED

FUN PUB

~ FIRTH STREET, OLDHAM.
(side of The Town House Restaurant)

IT'SFREE IT'SFUN IT'S FABULOUS
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

Open Monday to Saturday, 7 pmto11pm
CELLAR WINE BAR

(Town House Restaurant, 35 Greaves Street, Oldham)
WINE AT REASONABLE PRICES
TETLEY ALE AT PUB PRICES
EXCELLENT SNACKS AVAILABLE

You've tried the rest, now try the best -

TOWN HOUSE RESTAURANT, 35 GREAVES STREET, OLDHAM
Telphone: 061-620 5418

) For the finest food at the finest prices in Oldham
Weddings, Funerals, 21st and 18th Parties, etc. catered for.




25% DROP EACH SEASON

By Roger Halstead
(Oldham Evening Chronicle)

IFitstough atthetop for Rugbyv Leagueclubsit’s
heaven help those who are fighting for their first
Division survival.

With four clubs going down each season -- 25
per cent of the First Division -- the competition
must be one of the toughest in world sport.

No First Division team has a current winning run
of morethanthree league matchesand only one
point separates the bottom five teams.

The fear of relegation has always been there
though itis probably even greater now because
of the economic climate.

Mostclubsareindeep financial troubleand they
dread relegation like the plague. Second
Division gates spell even greaterfinancial worry.
Financially, Oldham are perhaps a little more
secure that most but, nevertheless, they are
certainly looking over their shoulders at the
Second Division with more that a little
trepidation.

The pressures are by no means peculiar to Oldham and of the clubs in the
bottom six four have had major changes behind the scenes since the start of
the season as they have searched desperately for a winning formula.
Thedivisionis so competitive thatany team experiencingillluck orabadrun of
injuries can soon find itself deep in trouble.

Oldham, forinstance, have lost five league points through losing the initiative
inthe dying seconds of matches -- one against Castleford, two against Leeds,
two against St. Helens.

Those five points would have put Oldham nearly half-way up the table but
survivalis not achieved onifs and buts as any one of seven or eight teams in the
bottom half will vouch.

Sowhatisthe answer? Areturn to one division would certainly take off alot of
the pressure but it would merely create many other problems.

Better by far, | believe, to retain benefits of two-division football but to replace
the absurd four-up, four-down system of promotion and relegation with a
more practical two-up and two-down method.

The West Hill Eng. |
Co. Ltd.

HIGH-CLASS MOULDS FOR THE
PLASTICS & RUBBER TRADES

SEVERN MILL
BRITON STREET
OLDHAM OL9 6NA

Telephone: 061-624 6570 & 4597

Reacro Rubber
Co. Ltd.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD

CHADDERTON

SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Tel: 061-652 1326

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

by

G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

SERVICE
MOULDINGS

PRECISION
INJECTION
MOULDERS

HARTSHEAD STREET,
LEES, OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 0441
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LLIAMS & GLYN'S
BANK LTD

Local Branch Manager: R. Yates

ALEX RULES O.K. By Alex Givvons

(RL Grade 1 Referee)

The Hardy Annual of Suggestions on how to improve the game are again arising in the National
Press, and from supporters writing letters to the Rugby Leaguer. | have recently received a
number of letters from fans putting the blame fairly and squarely with the referees.
I'canassure everyone that all referees and members of the Rugby League Council are constantly
holding meetings to discuss all phases of the game and how to keep the game attractive whilst
applying the law.

Everyone is concerned with scrummaging, but to suggest that the referee alone, by applyingthe
law rigidly can make things perfect is a mistake, and can let a lot of people off the hook.
Scrummaging has always been a problem area and over the years many suggestions have been
putforward and sometried withoutsuccess. The scrum wasintendedto give bothteamsan equal
chancetowintheball (unlike RU). The fact that oneteam hasthe head whilst the other hasthe ball
can cause problems. The no-head side want to see the ball therefore the arm is slipped, the pack
is then no longer a solid unit.

Thereare more that 30 offences which can occur at the scrum, therefore the advantage law has
been allowedto stay intherulessothatspectatorswill not seeagameconstantly punctuated with
stoppages and mauls. Possibly referees have been playing “advantage” to much, for a penalty is
often of a greater advantage.

Clubs and coaches could also help by practising the art of scrummaging, tight and low, solid
pushing, hooker binding etc. | warrant that this is never done.

It may interest fans to know that they do have prohblems in other countries, but their referees feel
that the introduction of the differential penalty has made matters worse, because the deterrent
factor of a normal penalty has been removed. Weare now seeingafragrantabuse of thelaw. The
referees solution must be to caution and ultimately dismiss persistant offenders.

The question is., IS THIS THE ONLY SOLUTION?? Touch judges often come in for abuse
through no fault of their own. Itis not an easy task and he can often be torn between comingonto
much, as opposed to not enough.

Theideal situationiswhenthe officialswork as ateam of three to spot blatent offences. They have
specific instructions to watch, off-the-ball incidents, niggling at the play-the-ball and blind side
of the scrum, when a referee can be unsited or watching the ball.

INSURANCE?

7 ~ Talk person to person
m TN As Oldham's largest insurance brokers,

we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of insurance.
It's a service we're proud to extend to
mortgages, both domestic and industrial.
Pop in anytime and you're guaranteed the
friendliest of attention.

Established over 50 years.

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurances) Ltd.

hd I ]5
13 > /A
— v v e
The British Insurance Brokers' Association

34, Union Street, Oldham (tel 061-633 2361)
14, Rossall Road, Cleveleys (tel 0253-855818)



SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

Anyone wishing to become a member of the Supporters Club can do so at any
Canteen or in the Social Club at any time Price of membership £1.00

A coach will run to Halifax on Sunday February 8th, leaving at 2.15p.m. Price:
Adult member £1.20 Adult non-member £1.40 Junior member 80p Junior
non-member £1.00.

Challenge Cup at Blackpool on Sunday February 15th, leaving at 1 p.m. Price:
Adultmembers £2.40 Adult non-member £2.60 Juniormember£1.60 Junior
non-member £1.80.

ToHull KR on Sunday February 22nd, leaving at 11 a.m. Price: Adult members
£3.00 Adult non-member £3.20 Junior member £2.00 Junior non-member
£2.00

Metal Supporters Club Badgesareonsaleat 60p, Blazer Badges£7.50 .

each. Oldham R.L.F.C. Sweaters sizes are 34, 36, 38,40 inred, these are
priced at £10 each. Red & White Rugby Shirts sizes 30,32 £6.50 each,
34,36 £8.75 40,42 £10.35. Red & White Scarves at £1.75. Bobhats
£1.25 each. Colts Car Stickers 45p each. All items can be bought fram
any canteen or in the Social Club at any time.

®

Make your Goal the
DOG & PARTRIDGE
Constantine Street,
Oldham.
and try our
Wilson’s Traditional Ale’s
Your Hosts
Kevin & Christine

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH

IN MONDAY'S

OLDHAM
EVENING
CHRONICLE

GEORGE & SHEILA
Welcome you to

THE BULLS HEAD

Luncheons, Bar Snacks,
Morning drive breakfasts
OGDEN, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE.

Shaw 847992

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

“Thomas “Birché® Co.

32 CLEGG STREET, OLDHAM
Telephone: 624-4889 / 665-2048

Free Valuation on Request
Without Obligation

James Schofield
& Son

(Transport) Limited

*All Classes of Haulage
*Any Distance Undertaken
“Expert Packing
*Ample Storage Facilities
Available
PRIMROSE BANK,

Oldham

Tel: 061 524 29638

JOE GALLAGHER

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone
Watersheddings 061-652 0208
Oldham



CWUB NEWS

OLDHAM SCENE

IT was congratulations time at Watersheddings last week when the
Supporters Club made presentations to several players at a function in the
Social Club.

** Martin Murphy, ourlong-serving full back, was presented with agold watch
forbreakingthe club’s post-warappearancerecord -- asplendid achievement
by Martin, whose debut for Oldham was way back in 1966.

** Terry Flanagan, our young captain, was presented wih a wallet to mark his
achievement in playing twice this season for the Great Britain under-24 side.
Ineach match -- againstthe New Zealanders and against Francein Villenveuve
Terry was not only the pack leader but was also the team’s vice-captain.

** Gareth Owen misses today’s game because he is in France with the Welsh
squad that played in Narbonne yesterday. Gareth was named as sub in the
original Welsh team but there was a chance that he might have moved into the
front-row because of fitness doubts surrounding Glyn Shaw. Gareth, too,
received a walled from the Supporters Club.

** Finally, each of our six colts who were in the Great Britain party for
yesterday’s match against France at Leeds received a club sweater to mark
their international recognition. Derek Seabrook was due to lead the British
side which included Alan Platt, Stephen Dobb, Mick Worrall and Mick
O’'Rourke with Paul Lowndes in the shadow squad

Presentation time forthe Oldham ladsin the Social Club as RL Queen |

Julie Ogden makes the awards on behalf of the Supporters Club.

Left to right: Mick O'Rourke, Alan Platt, Paul Lowndes, Gareth

gwin, nlfartin Murphy, Terry Flanagan, Stephen Dobb, Derek
eabrook.

RELEGATION BATTLE

These notes had to be compiled before the Leeds game on Tuesday night but,
at the time of writing, we had 11 First Division games remaining -- eight of
them at Watersheddings!

Ouronly threeaway gamesare against Hull KR and relegationrivals Halifaxand
Leigh.

After Leeds and Barrow we have still to meet at home Warrington, Halifax,
Widnes, Wakefield, St. Helens and Salford.

As the programme stands at present we finish off the league season in April
with a trio of crucial games here at Watersheddings against Wakefield, Saints
and Salford.

Itis going to be desperately hard to stay up but with so many games on home
ground - and with players now returning after injury absences - we must bein
with a chance.

Beforethe Leeds gamewe havestill lostonly two matchesathomeout of seven
played in the First Division this season - to Featherstone and Hull KR.

It is encouraging to note that we drew with table-topping Castleford, beat
second-place Bradford, and also beat Leigh , Workington and Hull.

If we can continue that sort of home run all is not yet lost - and the players
certainly will be doing all in their power to haul themselves clear of the
relegation zone.

TRANSFER DEADLINE

The deadline for signings before the Challenge Cup is noon on Monday,
February 9th and, asalways, activity hasincreasedamongtheclubsasthedate
looms ever closer.

Our own Bob Blackwood, listed at £15,000, has gone to Workington on trial
and hooker Tony Handforth has goneto Bradford underasimilararrangement.
Geoff Clarkson has been listed at £9,000 at his own request but the committee
has rejected a plea by Phil Ward for a reduction in his £5,000 fee.
Whitehaven have agreed to extend Dennis O'Neill’s loan spell with us until the
deadline as a result of Dennis having to miss a match because of agroininjury.

BLACKPOOL TIE

THE Challenge Cup first-round tie at Blackpool on Sunday, February 15th is
now only two weeks away and we hope to have as big afollowing as possibleto
cheer on our team at Borough Park.

Boroughmaybeinthe lowerreachesofthe Second Division butthereis noway
they will be a pushover in a cup competition on their own ground.

They arevery capableof risingtothe occasions, asshown when they had some
shock winsin the First Division last season and when they drew with Wigan at
Central Park only a few weeks ago.

[t will prove to be atough first-round hurdle for us but so faras vocal supportis
concerned we are confident we can give the players that “home-from-home”
feelingattheseaside. Tryand gettheretogiveusacheerandwatchfornotices
in the press about coaches etc.
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COLTS AT HOME TO HULL KR IN CUP

THE Oldham Colts team has received a magnificent home draw in the first
round of the Colts Challenge Cup -- Hull KR at Watersheddings!

The tie will be played in two weeks time, the day before the senior club meet
Blackpool at Borough Park in the first round of the Three Fives Challenge Cup.
The clash of the youngsters should be an absolute cracker so make a note in
yourdiary and comealongto supportourhighly-successful colts sidewhichis
keen to pick up more honours this season.

Last year's under-19 lads could lay claim to being the best colts side in the
league, having won the championship title and the Premiership Trophy.
Theirhome defeat by lowly Wakefield Trinity inthe firstround of the Challenge
Cupwasamassiveupset-andonewhichthisyear'steamwill be outtoavenge!
But a word of warning: Hull KR are one of only two teams to have beaten
Oldham this season. We beat the Rovers here but they got their revenge on
Humberside.

Thefulldrawis: WidnesvRochdale; OLDHAM v Hull KR; Halifaxv Castleford;
HullvHunslet; LeedsvBramley; LeighvFeatherstone; St. Helensv Wakefield;
Bradford v Salford.

Keighley have withdrawn from the colts competition and their fixtures have
been taken over by Halifax.

In the league programme, Oldham continued their winning ways at Salford
with a 27-6 win after struggling a bit in the first half.

It means we have still been beaten only twice all season but these notes had to
be written beforethe match scheduled forlast week-end against Halifax away.
Several postponements have also occured in the past few weeks because of
the weather but the next three months promises to be an exciting time for our
youngsters with cup and league honours at stake.

Thatisto say nothing of international honours and the Oldham club was proud
yesterday at Leeds to see five of our lads in the Great Britain colts side which
met France at Headingley.

The five were Alan Platt (second-row), Derek Seabrook (stand-off, capt), Mick
O’Rourke (centre), and Stephen Dobb (wing) while Mick Worrall was the
forward sub and Paul Lowndes was in the shadow squad.

o —

Munro touches down and races awayfter ging inforthesecondof
his two tries against Leeds.



NEWS FROM THE RUGBY LEAGUE

TOP TEN TRIES (As at 18th January, 1981)

1. John CROSSLEY York 24
2. Terry RICHARDSON Castleford 1.5
3. Andrew FLETCHER Wakefield T. 14
lan BALL Barrow 14
5. Steve LANE Hunslet 13
Paul McDERMOTT York 13
Gary HYDE Castleford 13
Des DRUMMOND Leigh 13
Dennis RAMSDALE  Wigan 13
John PENDLEBURY  Wigan 13

TOP TEN GOALS (As at 18th January, 1981)

1. Steve HESFORD Warrington 95 2.
2. Steve QUINN Featherstone R. 90
3. lan BALL Barrow 76
4. Gary HYDE Castleford 72
MICK PARRISH OLDHAM 72
6. Steve DIAMOND Wakefield T. 67
7. George FAIRBAIRN Wigan 65
8. Jimmy BIRTS Halifax 64
John GORTON Swinton 64
10. Mick BURKE Widnes 63

POINTS: (As at 18th January, 1981)
Trs. GlIs. Dr.Gls. Pts.

1. Steve HESFORD Warrington 5 94 1 204
2. lan BALL Barrow 14 72 4 190
3. Steve QUINN FeatherstoneR. 2 90 - 186
4. Gary HYDE Castleford 13 72 = 183
5. Steve DIAMOND Wakefield T. 6 67 - 162

runch! Down goes Dave Hesselwod in a tackle by Mick Parrish -
action from Leeds game.

Seton
Products

Todayr Match Ball pc:ntcdg

Support OLDHAM RLFC
By donating our Elastic Support Bandages
efc.

National Westminster Bank Limited ¢& &
@ OIdham,A10.AYorkshire Stfeet Branch Telephone 061-633 3005 :
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winner._

EX

Slalom
Lager

Brewed by Matthew Brown

LEAGUE V UNION IN FRANCE

By Brian Batty
Daily Mail

It comes as no surprise to those who have
followed the fortunes of French Rugby to
learn of the latest clashes between Unionand
League.

League’s Test centre Jean Marc Bourrett's
decision to join the Union side Perpignan
leaves a nasty taste as well asagap in French
ranks.

And the fact that Bourrett.is now being
pushed in some quarters for a place in the
international Union side exposes the wnole
business as a farce. :
There are Union claims that all French League players are amateur but the
clubs could prove otherwise.

| remember though discussing the Union set-up in Narbonne two years ago
with an official of the local club who was running a bar.

He happened to be English and his revelations about the sort of money being
Pickedup by Union players poured out until he discovered | was ajournalist and
not a supporter of the Welsh team due to face France.

Perhaps the sudden clampdown was caused by the fact that powerful
Narbonne Union Club’s headquarters were based in the room above the bar.
But the most disturbing feature of the French situation is that Union president
Albert Ferrasse has declared war on the League.

The factthatthe Union are trying to establish ateam inthe Lezignan - always a
hotbed of League over the years - clearly worries French officials.

If the Union clubs are to offer better terms - even disguised as expenses - then
how many players are likely to persevere with a career in League?

| cannot see English League secretary David Oxley’s report on the situation to
the English Rugby Union meeting with any other response than to be
conveniently brushed under the carpet.

And | am sure that if the French were ever called to conduct an investigation
they could turn and point an accusing finger at Wales.

PRINTING,COPYING, TYPING, Letraset & GRAPHIC PRODUCTS

(RWIKPRINT [X] Mmoo )

Municipal Buildings, 75, Union Street, Oldham. OL1 1HL Telephone: 061-620 4824 -




| Add atouch,

of class
with Flat
‘and Bay
Wmdows
m Natural

range of Georg ]
Flat and Bay window
styles for you to
choose from.

FOR INFORMATION
TODAY-RING OUR

ACTIONLINE
061-205 8741

FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 1980/81 ‘A’ TEAM FIXTURES 1980/81

Date Opponent F.A. Date Opponent
/ H Aug 3 Sun Rochdale (Chairty Match) 32 -15 H Aug 7 Thurs.  Higginshaw (Friendly)
A Aug 10 Sun St. Helens (Friendly) 30 H Aug 14 Thurs.  Saddleworth Rangers
A Aug 17 Sun Swinton (County Cup) 115 A Sept 3 Wed Salford
A Aug. 24 Sun County Cup 2nd Round 15-13 A Sept 9 Fri Warrington L.C.C.S
H Aug 31 Sun Castleford 14-14 H Sept 18 Thurs.  Swinton
A Sept 7 Sun Bradford 10-21 H Sept 25 Thurs. St. Helens
H Sept 14 Sun Featherstone 17-32 A Oct 2 Thurs Leigh
A Sept 21 Sun. Hull 11-16 H QOct 9 Thurs Rochdale Hornets
A Sept. 28 Sun Leeds 14-16 H Oct 16 Thurs. Widnes
H Oct 5 Sun Leigh 15-12 A Oct 18 Sat Whitehaven
A Oct 12 Sun A Oct 25 Sat Workington
A Oct 19 Sun Widnes 18-28 H Oct 30 Thurs Wigan
H Oct 26 Sun Workington 18-10 A Nov. 8 Sat Blackpool
A Nov 2 Sun ). 31 A Nov. 14 Fri
A Nov 9 Sun Featherstone X H Nov 20 Thurs.  Salford
H Nov. 16 Sun Bradford 9-2 A Nov. 27 Thurs.  Swinton
A Nov. 19 Wed Salford 22- 7 H Dec. 4 Thurs.  Wigan
A Nov 23 Sun John Player York 9-11 A Dec 11 Thurs Widnes
A Nov 30 Sun Wakefield 15-24 H Jan 3 Sat Barrow
A Dec 7 Sun Workington 4-25 A Jan 9 Fri St. Helens
H Dec 14 Sun Widnes H Jan 17 Sat Whitehaven
H Dec 21 Sun Hull K.R. 9-27 A Jan 31 Sat Barrow
A Dec 26 Fri St. Helens 10-11 H Feb 5 Thurs.  Warrington
Boxing Day 2411 H Feb 19 Thurs Blackpool
H Dec 28 Sun Hull 2-30 A Mar 6 Fri Warrington
A Jan 1 Thurs.  Warrington 1-27 H Mar 14 Sat Workington
New Years Day A Mar 19 Thurs.  Rochdale
A Jan 4 Sun Barrow H Mar 26 Thurs.  Leigh
H Jan 11 Sun Leeds
A Jan 18 Sun. Castleford
Jan 25 Sun.
H Feb 1 Sun Barrow
A Feb 8 Sun Halifax
Feb. 15 Sur Challenge Cup 1st Round
A Feb. 22 Sur Hull K.R
A Mar 1 Sur Challenge Cup 2nd Round
H Mar 8 Sun Warrington
A Mar 15 Sun
H Mar 22 Sun Halifax
A Mar. 29 Sun Leigh
H Apr 5 Sur Wakefield
Apr 12
H Apr 17 Fr St. Helens
Good Friday
H Apr 20 Mon Salford
Easter Monday

® Windowcare's exclusive
timber treatment means that
your lovely windows are
virtually maintenance free.
The wood keeps its natural
good looks for years @ Increase the value of your
and years. home and save £££..."s on fuel

® Luxury double glazing fitted  bills and re-painting. A
as standard, single double financial benefit.
glazing optional. ® Comprehensive five year

guarantee.
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Post to Windowcare Ltd., Freepost, Monsall Mill,
I Manchester, M10 8NR. Tel: 061-205 9416/8741.

For East Yorkshire and Teeside Tel: Keyingham (09644) 2387.
I I would like further details on [ | Hardwood Bay Wmdows
Flat Windows Georgian Windows
I (tick boxes required) | Low Cost Repayments

boave
l ADDRESS
itws

@ All windows tailor-made in
our new fully equipped
joinery department, ensuring
best possible quality and
value for money.

Ashworth

(manchester Ltd.)

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE Football Club)

The Abattoir, River Park Road, Manchester 10
Tel: 061-223 2097

:_Lu IiNDOWCARE
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FIXTURE CHAOS FOR LOCAL AMATEURS

With the second half of the 1980-81 season now well under By Alan Burke
way many amateur clubs are once again finding themselves Public Relations Officer,

with several matches outstanding. Despite a somewhat mild Oldham Amateur Rugby League.

Winter period compared with recent years, local-league teams
face a severe backlog of fixtures in the forthcoming weeks,
mainly due to comitments in the early part of the season in
various cup competitions, as well as many matches having had
to be postponed because of players being selected for Inter-
Town and County sides. And, naturally, when a league gameis
postponed duetoacupmatch being playedorwhen playersare
called away for representative duty, if effects not only the club
directlyinvolved butalso their scheduled opponentsonthe day.
The dates of cup events often overlap thus causing further
problemsforclubs, whilethe exessive use of pitchesinthe later
end of the season following the worst of the weather also takes
its toll of fixtures.
Oldham League clubs have been especially hard hit this season
due to boththe town’s open-age and under-19 teams reaching
the semi-finals of their BARLA Inter-League tournaments.
With amateur clubs able to postpone matches if just two . :
playersareinvolved in any representative squad, several local sides have found themselves with
regular free dates due to the majority of the under-19s town-team also appearing for their clubs
in the open-age leagues. In fact, the dates for those semi-finals have yet to be determined by
BARLA, thus causing even more fixture chaos before the season ends.
Eventhe Greater Manchester Youth League, which operatesforteams atunder-15 andunder-17
age groups, has been severely affected, although only six teams currently challenge for the two
divisional awards. To complete the league'’s fixture list for the season therefore requires just 10
matches to be played by each team, but so far only one side has managed this feat. As well as
leaguegamesandthe local cup matches, teams are now being affected by the decision of BARLA
to run an Inter-League competition and a County Championship for Under-17s.
Representative matches are naturally essential for giving the country’s top players a chance to
opposeeachother, and areaccepted by the amateurclubs as such. However, aquestioncouldbe
asked as to whether all the domestic competitions are really of benefit?
The BARLA County and National Cups are again priority events, while local cup tournaments,
such asthe Oldham Standard Cup, not only give players the pride oftryingto becomethetopclub
intheir area, but also bring much needed financial rewards to the teams. Competitions such as
the Pennine Cup, however,bring neither glory or finances to individual clubs, and could
reasonably be withdrawn from the everincreasing fixture list, although there would naturally be
opposition to this move from the League administrators. The officials naturally require the
receipts and sponsorship which the League obtains from the Final, although a reasonable
solution would be for the event to only begin in the later months of the season, with any clubs
facing a backlog of matchestherefore given the option of notentering. Currently the Pennine Cup
starts in September and continues throughout the season, thus attracting many clubs who only
enter in case they are eliminated in the early rounds of other events and thus face several open
dates. In practive, however, the reverse situation often applies.
This weekend has seen the Stimorol National Cup begin, while next weekend four local clubs will
beinvolved in a struggledto reach this season’s Oldham Standard Cup Final. At Waterhead Park,
trophy holders Saddleworth Rangers meet Higginshaw, who themselves hold the record for
Standard Cup wins, while at Greenfield there will be an all Premier Division clash between
Waterhead and Mayfield. The Final will take place as usual at Watersheddings on Good Friday
morning.

FOR ALL THE LOCAL AMATEUR RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS:
B.B.C Radio Manchester (206 medium wave;95.1 v.h.f.)

BARLA REPORTS Every Friday 6.30 pm
RUGBY LEAGUE SPECIAL Every Sunday 3.30 pm - 6 pm (Amateur news - 5.35 pm)

Try and Convert to

WARRINGTON STEEL SERVICES
LTD.

Steel Stockholders and Shearers

SHEET AND BLANK SPECIALISTS IN:-

COLD REDUCED
GALVANISED
HOT ROLLED

ZINTEC

CONTACT

GREG PACHE, ALAN COLQUHOUN
| ROGER LEE, TREVOR JAMES
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS (09252) 21122
or TELEX 629544

Offices & Works

Unit 6, Deacon Trading Estate
Earlestown
Newton-le-Willows,
Merseyside WA12 9XN




