PROGRAMME SPONSOR

OLDHAM SWITCH GEAR LTD

Mill 2, Unit 11,
Belgrave Mills,
Honeywell Lane,
Oldham.

Tel: 061-633 9692

Teams
OLDHAM WAKEFIELD

Cherry/White Hoops, Red/Blue Hoops,
Blue Shorts. White Shorts.

Brian CAFFREY
Geoff MUNRO
Clive HUNTER
Mick PARRISH
Dennis O'NEILL
Ray ASHTON
Paddy KIRWAN
Alex ALEXANDER
Ray MARTLAND
Gareth OWEN
Bob MORDELL
Steve HERBERT
Terry FLANAGAN

Mark GUEST
Adrian BAREWOOD
Terry DAY

Steve DIAMOND
Brian JULIFFE
Steve TINKER
Alan AGAR

Ray BRATT

Alan MicCURRIE
Colin FORSYTH
Kevin RAYNE
Andrew KELLY
Mike HUGHES
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Ashley McEWEN
Tony OGDEN

David TOPLISS
Mike LAMPKOWSKI
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Referee: Mr. W.H. Thompson (Huddersfield)
Touch Judges: K.L. Gaskell (Wigan), T.A. Thornbury (Warrington)

Slalom Lager
RUGBY LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Watersheddings - Sunday 4th April, 1981.

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS

Friday 17th April, 1981 - ST. HELENS
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: H.V. Ashworth
Chairman: R. Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: K. Broadbent

Committee: E. Buckley, F. Diskin, J. Hall, D. Hulme, R. Ogden, K. Potter

Secretary: J. Chadwick

Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager), Terry Gorman (Asst. Manager),
Brian Gartland

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Bob Blackwood - Brian Caffrey - Barry Conner - Leslie Cook -
Michael Coombes - Mike Cowley - Pasquale D' Adamo - Stephen Dobb - Eric Fitzsimmons -
Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Andrew Goodway - Ken Gwilliam - Billy Harris -

Colin Hawkyard - Steve Herbert - Clive Hunter - Clive Jones - Paddy Kirwan - Steve Littler -
Paul Lowndes - John Mantle - Ray Martland - Bob Mordell - Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy -
Gerrard Nolan - Tony Ogden - lan Ogden - Roger O’Mahoney - Mike O'Rourke -
Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Johnny Patterson - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - lan Radcliffe -
Warren Ryans - Derek Seabrook - Clive Sullivan - Dave Taylor - Garry Walczak - John Walls -
Dave Walker - Joe Warburton - Phil Ward - Mike Worrall

Hon. Solicitors: A.J. Adler

Doctor: Dr. D. Walton Hon. Consuitant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins

Financial & Admin. Manager: Mr. David Oakes Tel: 061-620 4870
Commercial Manager: Keith Masters Social Club Manager: Kevin Wilkinson
Groundsman: J. Walker Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine

Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory, 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K.R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980.
Record transfer fee paid £18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
Record transfer fee received  £11,002: 10s from Workington for Ike Southward Jan 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 pts v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of Points Scored Bernard Ganley 2881
Most Appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most Tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233 Since 1900 Alan Davies 182
CLUB HONOURS
Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10,1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64
Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12,1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08,1910-11,1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-24,

1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09,1911-12,1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship winners:  1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11,1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



TRINITY TALES

WAKEFIELD provide one of the most interesting fixtures of the season at
Watersheddings today because Trinity can always be relied upon to produce
fast, open and entertaining football.

Moreover, they will be all out to pick up both league points today. Though they
can probably only be ranked as outsiders now in the Slalom Lager
Championship race, they certainly need the points to ensure that they finish in
the top four and a home game in the first round of the Premiership.

At the time of writing Trinity were in fourth place behind Castleford, Bradford
and Warrington. They were three points behind Castleford and two behind
Bradford but they had three games in hand on each of those clubs, having lost
only six of their 23 First Division games to date.

After the completion of last week-end’s table only Warrington and Wakefield
had lost six or fewer games in the First Division which gives some indication of
the size of the task confronting Oldham today.

What's more, Trinity boast an exciting scoring record. While their defence is
not extraordinary, they have rattled in a total of 424 points - a total bettered
only by leaders Castleford, who have played three games more.

Trinity also boast some of the game’s best-known players and the most
respected of them all has to be stand-off half David Topliss, who invariably has
a “blinder” against Oldham.

Topliss has served Trinity loyally for more than ten years during which time he -

has represented Yorkshire and Great Britain and established a reputaion as
one of the quickest and most dangerous half-backs in Rugby League.

He is partnered this season by experienced scrum-half Alan Agar, who joined
the Belle Vue outfit from Hull KR early on in the campaign.

Mike Lampkowski is another big-name at Belle Vue. The former England RU
scrum-half is now playing loose-forward and judging by the performance he
produced when Trinity beat us on their own ground last autumn he has made a
very good job of the switch.

Anothernewrecruitto Belle Vue this yearwas former York player Terry Day and
with men like Topliss, Agar, Day, Andy Fletcher and Welsh pair Brian Juliffe
and Steve Diamond outside the pack, Trinity can be a very strong attacking
force indeed.

Up front, the forwards have undergone something of a transformation in the
past 12 months.

Skerrett (to Hull), Idle (to Bradford) and Rayne (to Leeds) have all moved out,
but Trinity still possess a strong and mobile unit, as their record proves.
There are few stronger front-row forwards than Colin Forsyth, who actually
began his career here at Watersheddings as a 17-year-old in the mid-1960s.
Alongside himis hooker Alan McCurrie, who is one of the finest footballing No.
9s in the game today.

Sincewe lastplayed Trinity our own Oldham side has been transformed and of
the team likely to play today there will be many changes from that beaten at
Belle Vue.

NEW & USED CYCLES * PART EXCHANGE WELCOME

CYCLE SPARES AND REPAIR SERVICE

SUNTAL CYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9 p.m.

TOWN TAVERNS LIMITED

FUN PUB

FIRTH STREET, OLDHAM.
(side of The Town House Restaurant)

ITTS FREE IT'SFUN IT'S FABULOUS
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

Open Monday to Saturday, 7pmto 11 pm

CELLAR WINE BAR

(Town House Restaurant, 35 Greaves Street, Oldham)
WINE AT REASONABLE PRICES
TETLEY ALE AT PUB PRICES
EXCELLENT SNACKS AVAILABLE
You've tried the rest, now try the best

TOWN HOUSE RESTAURANT, 35 GREAVES STREET, OLDHAM
Telphone: 061-620 5418

For the finest food at the finest prices in Oldham
Weddings, Funerals, 21st and 18th Parties, etc. catered for.



LET’S STAY ON THE RIGHT LINES

By Roger Halstead
(Oldham Evening Chronicle)

DESPITE what appears to be almost certain relegation to
the Second Division at the end of the season it is my sincere
belief that the major policies adopted by the club over the
last four years or so will ultimately bring the success that
everyone is clamouring for.

The youth policy, launched and developed on such a scale
never seen before at Watersheddings, will certainly bear
very succulent fruit over the next few years.

The right blend between youth and experience is obviously
very desirable but in pursuit of that goal it could be a
disaster if those in control were to spend to such an extent
that the club was quickly back to the days when poverty
stared it in the face.
Ashortage of top-classplayers, aninflated market, the birth
of new clubs and the hard financial times that most clubs
have fallen upon means that it is going to get increasingly
harder, as the years go by, to buy the right players at the
right prices.

More and more clubs are coming to the conclusion that a
youth policy is not only desirable but absolutely vital and,
believe me, there are many top clubs in League right now
who look enviously at the young players Oldham have
gathered together at Watersheddings.

Everyone is bitterly disappointed at the prospect of playing in the Second Division next season
but it need not be such a disaster so long as those whose policies have brought the club this far,
from absolute desolation and despair four years ago, stick to their ideals and, perhaps more
important, get the backing of members.

During most of the 17 years that | have been covering the club’s affairs the club has tried .

repeatedly to put a team on the field in the belief that a successful side would pullin the crowds
and ease financial worries.

The policy hasnever brought the desired results but, evenworse, itledtoa generaldeclinein the
club’s financial affairs until there was a very real threat of extinction some years ago.

The major difference with policies now adopted is that concentration on finance will ultimately
produce top-classfootball ratherthan the otherway round. And, let'sfactit, withoutmoney there
can be no youth policy, and no way to the future.

To launch and develop a youth policy on the lines Oldham have adopted is in itself a project
needing massive sums of money. Goneare the days when a likely lad signed for £50 and thought
he was king!

Itdoesnotmeanthatmoneywillnotbe spenton high-quality playersof experienceifthey become
available and if the committee believe they are going to get value for money.

It does mean, when such players are costing £50,000 or more, that very serious consideration
indeed has to be given to such a gamble.

Even players of average ability are costing £15,000 to £20,000 these days.

Givenfeeslike that, how many clubs are goingto beableto affordtobuyextensively each season?
Very few Indeed.

Itallcomes back, of course, to developingyourown players -- and that's where Oldham are going
toscoreinthe nextyearortwo thanksto the foresight and vision of those who launchedthe Youth
policy two years ago.

The West Hill Eng.

Co. Ltd.

HIGH-CLASS MOULDS FOR THE
PLASTICS & RUBBER TRADES

SEVERN MILL
BRITON STREET
OLDHAM OLS9 6NA

Telephone: 061-624 6570 & 4597

Reacro .Rubber
Co. Ltd.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
CHADDERTON

SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Tel: 061-652 1326

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

by

G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

SERVICE
MOULDINGS

PRECISION
INJECTION
MOULDERS

HARTSHEAD STREET,
LEES, OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 0441




“Our

business is
ounds, pence
and people.

WILLIAMS & GLYN'S
BANK LID

Local Branch Manager: R. Yates

ALEX RULES O.K. e

Thereis againmuchtalkregarding players misconduct and how thethree officials canand should
deal with offenders. The varying degrees of misconduct can be designated as follows—-
TECHNICAL i.e. Differential.

DELIBERATE i.e. Penalty/Caution.

UNNECESSARY AND VICIOUS i.e. Dismissal.

Without having a play on words it is obvious thatthe above action by the Refereeis dependanton
how he views the incident and any possible prior incidents.

The Referee shall enforce the laws of the game but itis not his responsibility to make agame of it.
The standard of play very much depends on the skill and frame of mind of the players, but the
Referee can improve the continuity of the play by the correct application of the advantage law.
Referees are accused of coaching players but | like to think the Referee is more like a Policeman
who not only detects law breaking but helps to prevent it. This happens when he gives verbal
instructionsto “Play the ball” which encourages other playersto releasethetackled playerso that
play can continue “quickly” whilst other players come onside. He will also warn playersto stand
back in the line out rather than give doubtful offside penalties over a matter of inches.

Touch Judges often come in for unfair criticism. The three officials should act as a team but a
Touch Judge must not unduly interfere with the Referees control of the game by reporting
incidents obviously seen by the Referee. The good Touch Judge knows when to come on with
advice in the above situation, but is also particularly vigilant in spotting the scourge of Rugby
Football, the “off the ball offence”.

Thereare 10 pointsinthe manual of laws of the game to cover players misconduct. Thereare also
21 common offences at the play the ball and more than 25 possible offences at the scrum. You
can see why the Referee has to use common sense when applying these laws and the advantage.
| am sure few spectators would tolerate a game with more than 35 scrums and 50 penalties yet
this happens constantly in Rugby Union matches where applying the law exact is paramount.
Finally I should say thattherespect which Rugby League Referees command for disciplineon the
field must be shared with good back up from the Rugby League Council; the players who take
decisions manfully, and finally to our past refereeing colleagues who give us the good standards
to maintain.

INSURANCE?

7 Talk person to person
’ﬁ 5 As Oldham'’s largest insurance brokers,

we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of insurance.
It's a service we're proud to extend to
mortgages, both domestic and industnal.
Pop in anytime and you're guaranteed the

friendliest of attention.
Established over 50 years.

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurances) Ltd.

s 113 A
— e v e e
The British Insurance Brokers' Association

34, Union Street, Oldham (tel 061-633 2361)
14, Rossall Road, Cleveleys (tel 0253-855818)



COLTS LEAGUE TABLE

OUR colts retained their hopes of landing the Colts League title with a 55-5

rljiomelwin overbottom-of-the-table Widnesanda 16-12victorylast Sunday at
unslet.

Conditions at Strinesdale for the Widnes game were atrocious but the players

of both sides always tried to play above the wind and driving rain.

The conditions were so bad that the duration of the match was reduced to 30

minutes each way. However, the Oldham team was so much ontop thatit piled

on 55 points despite “losing” 20 minutes playing time and this was important

because of the need to.try and catch up on leaders Hull’s superior scoring

record.

In the next game at Hunslet we suffered a blow when our Great Britain centre

Mick O'Rourke wasinjured as hewentovertheline afterarunofabout 50yards

at a crucial stage of the match.

Hereceivedakicktothefaceanditwasbelieved he might havebrokenajaw--a

nasty injury which needed an overnight stay in hospital at Leeds.

We can only hopethat Mick’s injury will not prove as serious as was first feared

andthat hewillnot missourrun-intothe end ofthe seasonwhichincludesvital

league matches and then, hopefully, the key premiership battles.

Points at Hunslet came from tries by Stephen Dobb (2), Chris Pilkington and

Stuart Collinge and two goals by Mick Worrall.
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Make your Goal the
DOG & PARTRIDGE
Constantine Street,
Oldham.

and try our
Wilson’s Traditional Ale’s
Your Hosts
Kevin & Christine

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY'S

OLDHAM
EVENING
CHRONICLE

GEORGE & SHEILA
Welcome you to

THE BULLS HEAD

Luncheons, Bar Snacks,
Morning drive breakfasts
OGDEN, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE.

Shaw 847992

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

“Thomas “Birché® Co.

32 CLEGG STREET, OLDHAM.
Telephone: 624-4889 / 665-2048

Free Valuation on Request
Without Obligation

James Schofield
& Son

(Transport) Limited

*All Classes of Haulage
*Any Distance Undertaken
*Expert Packing
*Ample Storage Facilities
Available

PRIMROSE BANK,

Oldham
Tel: 061 624 2968

JOE GALLAGHER

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone
Watersheddings  061-652 0208
Oldham




CWUB NEWS

OLDHAM ON T.V.

THE highlights of today’s match between Oldham and Wakefield are due to be
screened on television tomorrow night as part of the “RL Action” series on ITV.
It will be the first time for many years that Oldham have appeared on the “little
screen” so wehopethe side can start where it finished off in that 25-24 thriller
at Leigh last Sunday.

Some of the tries we scored at Hilton Park were quite extraordinary and though
we were on the losing end of the scoreline at full time we had certainly played
ourpartinproviding the fans with the sort of entertainment that can onlybring
back the crowds to the terraces.

INTERNATIONAL CAP FOR GARETH

GARETH OWEN, our strong-running front-row forward, will become the first
Oldham player for several seasons to be presented with an international
cap when at half-time today, he will be awarded his Welsh cap.

Gareth played for Wales in France and also against England at Hull KR two
weeks ago in the European champion ship series which France won.

Heis one of several Oldham players to win representative honoursthis season.
Terry Flanagan, ouryoung skipper, w as twice vice-captain of the Great Britain
under-24 side in matches against Mew Zealand and France and was also a

member of the squad, though he did notplay, inthethird Testagainst the Kiwis-

last autumn.
At colts level we had six internatio nals in the two games against France -- a
record for the one club. They were ; the British skipper, Derek Seabrook, plus
Paul Lowndes, Mick Worrall, Step hen Dobb, Alan Platt and Mick O'Rourke.

Prop forward Adrian Alexander dives over for the second of Oldham’s four trysv Leigh.

Bob Mordell Iooing for support.....v Leigh

REMAINING GAMES

FOLLOWING today’s game we travel to play Hull KR at Craven Park on
Wednesday evening and then we have a blank week-end next Sunday before
completing our fixtures at First-team level for the season 1980-81 with
attractive home games over Easter against St. Helens and Salford.

Make a note of the kick-off times of the games against Saints and Salford here
at Watersheddings. We play St. Helens on Good Friday with a 3.30 p.m. kick-
off. Thisis halfanhourlaterthan usual because of the Standard Cup final here
on this ground during the morning.

On Easter Monday we play Salford with an 11.30 a.m. kick-off to avoid a clash
later in the day with Athletic’s home game with Derby County.

OLDHAM MUSEUM

Secretary John Chadwick would like to take this opportunity of thanking all
those supporters who contributed material to the club’s museum. The
collection is not yet complete and if any supporter has any material which he
may think is suitable he is asked to contact the Secretary.

The museum is to be housed in a room in the pavilion and it will hopefully be
ready for the start of next season, by which time the decorators will have
smartened up the room and the material will be laid out.

In the meantime the club is on the look-our for old display cabinets so that
material can be exhibited properly.

Hereagainifany supporterscanhelp, Mr. Chadwick would bedelightedto hear
from them.
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. ItsLocal Time
in Greenall Whitley Land

LOGAL,

THE STATUS
SYMBOL

LEISURE WEAR:

1. JUMPERS
32" - 48" Navy/Red/Black

2. HOODED LEISURE TOPS

3. GREAT BRITAIN REPLICA
JERSEYS, SHORTS AND SOCKS.

Details on request.

SHORT SLEEVED LEISURE SHIRT
Blue Jersey Knit, symbol on sleeve.
Small/Medium/Large.

4. SWEATSHIRT, 36/38/40/42/44"
White with black insignia.

TIES, Blue or Maroon.

PUBLICATIONS:

Encyclopaedia of Rugby League Football
David Watkins, An Autobiography

"My Kind of Rugby’’ by Ray French ..
Shopacheck Rugby League Yearbook ..
Shopacheck Who's Who of Rugby League
The Headingley Story 1955-79

The Headingley Story 1890-1955

Price

£9.00
£9.00

£7.50

£6.00
£3.50

£7.25
£6.95
£4.95
£2.95
£2.95
£1.75
25p

Please send order and remittance to:

R

Postage

Packing

£1

75p

.00

60p

60p
20p

75p
75p
75p
75p
75p
45p
45p

PUBLICATIONS: continued

Officiai Guide 1980-81 .. 5 4
Slalom Lager Rugby League Review 1981
History of Humberside Rugby League
International Laws of the Game

Open Rugby Magazine [monthly]

Guide to Grounds

Coaching Manual

MISCELLANEOUS:
Holdall
Shoulder Bag
Autograph Book
Sun Visor §
Nickel Key Ring :
Playing Cards @ v
Felt Tip Pen Red/Blue/Black
Badges: Oval

Oblong
Leather Key Ring
Car Sticker
Carrier Bag

Programme list on request

The Public Relations Department, The Rugby Football League,
180 Chapeltown Road, LEEDS LS7 4HT.

Price

£1.00
60p
60p
S0p
40p
30p
15p

£5.00

£3.00
95p
95p
95p
85p
45p
40p
20p
40p
20p
10p
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Postage
(X g

Packing

€1

£1.

40p
30p
30p
20p
20p
15p
20p

50

40p
20p
20p
20p
15p
15p
15p
20p
15p
15p

Prices from March 1981




“OPEN RUGBY"” APRIL ISSUE:

“OPEN RUGBY" is the glossy, colourful, monthly magazine no Rugby League
followers should miss. The Aprilissue, nowavailable, containsthe usual quota
of superb action photographs, in-depth features, and outspoken comment
from players and personalities in the game.

Inthe Aprilissue, comment on our International team asks “Was Steve Norton
right to make his stand?” and “was Arnold Walker sacrificed?”

The “"OPEN RUGBY” interview talks to TOM MITCHELL about his involvement
in some controversial episodes in Rugby League history.

There’s full coverage of Schools Rugby League and Amateur Rugby League,
previewing their forthcoming International matches.

Plus features on Wakefield Trinity, Jimmy Thompson, Les Dyl, Fulham’s lan
Van Bellen, and Hunslet's Alan Griffiths. Exclusive news from Australia, New
Zealand, and France, and much, much more.

ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT TO ORDER “OPEN RUGBY” FOR YOU.

To obtain by post, send 70 pence to:
OPEN RUGBY
415, Kirkstall Road,
Leeds 4
West Yorkshire.

RUGBY LEAGUER

Rugby League’s only weekly publication, the popular tabloid “RUGBY
LEAGUER" is also approaching the climax of the season and keeps fans up to
date with all the League Championship and Cup news.
Available by mail order from:

THE RUGBY LEAGUER

164, College Street,

St. Helens

Merseyside.

OR PLACE AN ORDER WITH YOUR NEWSAGENT!

Seton
Products

_ Support OLDHAM RLFC
By donating our Elastic Support Bandages
efc.

SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

Anyone wishing to become a member of the Supporters Club may do so atany
Canteen orin the Social Club. Price: £1.00 (including a Diary)

Forthcoming events in our Social Club, run by the Supporters Club.

An Easter Bonnet Parade - on Saturday 18th April, 1981. Admission
Adults £1.00, Children 60p. 8 p.m. - 12 Midnight (including supper)

The Player of The Year Dance on Friday 24th April, 1981. Cabaret & Disco
By Vic Preston. Admission £1.00 8 p.m. - 12 Midnight.

Annual Pram Race on Monday 25th May, 1981. To leave the Social Club at
7 p.m. Followed by a Disco & Presentation from 9 p.m - 12 midnight
Admission 50p.

Lancashire Federation of Rugby League Supporters Club Annual
Player of the Year Awards and Rugby Leage Queen Competition. In our Social
Club on Friday May 29th, 1981 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. Cabaret & Dancing. Tickets
£1.00 each. From any Supporters Club Committee Member.

(A number of Star Player’s in attendance)

Wembley Draw on Tuesday 21st April, 1981 - Draw at 9 p.m. Potato Pie
Supper Free to all Supporters Club Members. Small charge to non-
members. Buy your Draw Tickets in our Canteens today or in the Social Club.
Prizes: Cup Winners £25.00 Runners up £10.00 Losing semi-finalists
£2.50 All otherteams £1.00 Tickets 50p per book.

The Trumanns Man of Steel to be held at the Golden Garter on
Wednesday 13th May, 1981. Tickets may be ordered fromany Canteensorthe
Social Club.

Metal Supporters Club Badgesareonsaleat 60p, Blazer Badges£7.50
each. Oldham R.L.F.C. Sweaters sizes are 34, 36, 38, 40 inred, these are
priced at £10 each. Red & White Rugby Shirts sizes 30,32 £6.50 each,
34,36 £8.75 40,42 £10.35. Red & White Scarves at £1.75. Bobhats
£1.25 each. Colts Car Stickers 45p each. All items can be bought from
any canteen or in the Social Club at any time.

Todays Match Ball presented by

GREAVES ARMS
Yorkshire Street, Oldham. Tel: 061-624 2759 \
Bar Snacks Mon to Fri. Wedding Parties catered for
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Brewed by Matthew Brown

BATTLE OF FARTOWN - 6 OFF
Brian Batty

By Brian Batty , Daily Mail
Daily Mail

Rugby League will take a long time to live down th
Battle of Fartown which has left a nasty taste in th
mouths of millions of television viewers.

| do not remember a worse game for fouls and ugly
incidents since England and Wales locked horns in the
infamous Battle of Brisbane in the 1975 World
Championship.

Queensland referee Don Lancashire sent off Les Dyl in
the Brisbane clash and then next day had the nerve to
admit he could easily have sent off a dozen players.
After the Fartown farce which saw Manchester referee
Vince Moss dismiss six offenders former Welsh star :
Lewis Jones rightly pointed out that Henry Cooper i
should really have had his role as inter-roun
commentator.

It was perhaps no surprise that the second half erupted °
with brawls and scuffles to provide some of the mos
embarrassing scenes the game has had to suffer.
There were so many high and dangerous tackles along # it
with other bad tempered incidents littering the first half that it seemed the match was set on a
disaster course.

Referee Moss admissted on local radio afterwards that he had no doubt he would have changed
and handled things differently if he were to start the game knowing what was to happen.

It was a relief in a way to see Huddersfield replace Tony Johnson in the second half while he was
stillin one piece and still had a head on his young shoulders.

His fearless running was a revelation and one of the few redeeming features in a match that
produced flashes of fine football but too many of the incidents that fans least want to see in a
game.

We have to have a certain amount of physical contact in every game but the head high tackling,
kicking and biting incidents are best left to the French who are the masters in this field.

We have Wigans’ Gary Stephens reporting he was bitten three timeson the thigh in defence of his
foul on a Huddersfield player.

We have a situation in which three fights are going on in different parts of the pitch and many
other unsavoury incidents.

This season started on abad note with dismissals making the headlines morethanin the pastand
just when we had hoped things had cooled down we have another battle to live down.

Let us hope that the League clampdown on the offenders and we do not get any reports - we
cannot afford them.
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FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 1980/81 ‘A’ TEAM FIXTURES 1980/81

== & e : Date Opponent F.A. Date Opponent F. A.
H Aug.  3Sun.  Rochdale (Chairty Match) 32-15 H Aug 7 Thurs.  Higginshaw (Friendly) 26- 2
a ouc A Aug. 10 Sun. St. Helens (Friendly) 12-30 H Aug 14 Thurs.  Saddleworth Rangers
A Aug. 17 Sun.  Swinton (County Cup) 11- 6 A Sept. 3 Wed.  Salford 613
A Aug. 24 Sun.  County Cup 2nd Round 15-13 A Sept 9 Fn Warrington L.C.C.S 2- 8
H Aug. 31 Sun.  Castleford 14-14 H Sept. 18 Thurs.  Swinton 27-23
A Sept 7 Sun. Bradford 10-21 H Sept. 25 Thurs. St Helens 6-15
H Sept 14 Sun. Featherstone 17:-.32 A Oct 2 Thurs.  Leigh 10-23
A Sept 21 Sun. Hull 11-16 H Oct 9 Thurs.  Rochdale Hornets 16-13
A Sept. 28 Sun Leeds 14-16 H Oct 16 Thurs. Widnes 12-11
H Oct 5 Sun Leigh 16-12 A Oct 18 Sat Whitehaven 18-10
A Oct 12 Sun A Oct 25 Sat Workington 20-14
A Oct 19 Sun, Widnes 18-28 H Oct 30 Thurs, Wigan 15-29
v H Oct 26 Sun. Workington 18-10 A Nov 8 Sat Blackpool 7- 8
. A Nov. 2 Sun 0.3 A Nov. 14 Fri
3 p A Nov. 9 Sun Featherstone S H Nov. 20 Thurs. Salford P
4 % ye H Nov. 16 Sun.  Bradford 9-2 A Nov. 27 Thurs. Swinton 16-11
A : ! A Nov. 19 Wed.  Salford 22- 7 H Dec.  4Thurs. Wigan 14-13
£ 4 A Nov. 23 Sun John Player York 9-11 A Dec 11 Thurs  Widnes 18- 7
In ws 5 A Nov. 30 Sun Wakefield 15-24 H Jan 3 Sat Barrow 10- 8
i t 7 . A Dec 7 Sun Workington 4-25 A Jan 9 Fn St. Helens 5-16
2 = » 7 H Dec 14 Sun Widnes H Jan 17 Sat Whitehaven 7- 0
® H Dec. 21 Sun.  HullKR 9-27 A Jan. 31 Sat Barrow 21- 9
A Dec 26 Fri. St. Helens 10-1 H eb 5 Thurs.  Warrington 8
Boxing Day 2-1 H Feb 19 Thurs.  Blackpool 1m0
H Dec 28 Sun. Hull 2-30 A Mar 6 Fni Warrington
A Jan, 1 Thurs.  Warrington 1-27 H Mar 14 Sat Workington
New Years Day A Mar 19 Thurs Rochdale
A Jan 4 Sun Barrow H Mar 26 Thurs Leigh
H Jan 11 Sun Leeds
A Jan 18 Sun. Castleford
Jan. 25 Sun
H Feb 1 Sun Barrow
A Feb 8 Sun Halifax
Feb. 15 Sun Challenge Cup Blackp
A Feb. 22 Sun Hull K.R
A Mar 1 Sun Challenge Cup 2nd Round
H Mar 8 Sun Warrington
A Mar. 15 Sun
H Mar 22 Sun Halifax
A Mar. 29 Sun Leigh
H Apr 5 Sun Wakefield
Apr 12
H Apr 17 Fri St. Helens
Good Friday
H Apr 20 Mon.  Salford
Easter Monday

® Windowcare's exclusive @ All windows tailor-made in
timber treatment means that  our new fully equipped \
your lovely windows are joinery department, ensuring
virtually maintenance free. best possible quality and
The wood keeps its natural value for money.
good looks for years @ Increase the value of your
and years. home and save £££..."s on fuel
® Luxury double glazing fitted  bills and re-painting. A
as standard, single double financial benefit.
glazing optional. © Comprehensive five year

guarantee.
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Post to Windowcare Ltd., Freepost, Monsall Mill,
I Manchester, M10 8NR. Tel: 061-205 9416/8741.

For East Yorkshire and Teeside Tel: Keyingham (09644) 2387.
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LOCAL TEAMS IN MIDWEEK ACTION

By Alan Burke
Public Relations Officer,
Oldham Amateur Rugby League.

Local amateur clubs this Tuesday begin their quest for the §
Oldham League Championship trophy when the First Round
matches are staged in the knockout competition (6.30 p.m.).
Fourteenteams have entered theevent, therefore producing six
matches in the opening round, while Ferranti and Salem
Hornets have received byes into the quarter-finals. Mayfield,
who havewonthetitleforthe last two years, begintheirdefence
of the trophy with a tough away game against Waterhead, who |
last month defeated the Rochdale side in the semi-finals of the
Oldham Standard Cup. Last season’s defeated finalists,
Saddleworth Rangers, also face Rochdale-based opposition
with their visit to play Spotland. Both teams are in Division One
of the Pennine League and also met in this season’s Standard
Cup, with Saddleworth gaining a narrow home win in Round
One.

Shaw, who have already clinched the Pennine League’s
Division 3 Championship and have gained promotion for the
third consecutive season, are at home to Manchester side
Langworthy Juniors in the Oldham League play-off at High |
Crompton Park. The local team have lost only onematch so far: '
this season, thatagainst Waterhead inthe Standard Cup, and lastweekend qualified forthe semi-
finals of the Pennine Growler Cup, aftervictories over Premierand FirstDivisionsides. Anall Sixth
Division tie is scheduled for Victoria Avenue East, Moston, where Tudor Lodge will be
entertaining Hollinwood. Both teams were formed last season and this term have showed
encouraging signs of improvement. Saint Anne’s, fromthe Premier Division, willbe playing hosts
to Higginshaw, from Division 2, at Chamber Colliery, while at Alexandra School there will be a
clash between Fitton Hilland Oldham Passenger Transport. Thevisitorsare unable to competein
the Premier League due to work commitments on Saturdays, and are therefore the only
Lancastrian side to be playing in the West Yorkshire Sunday League.

BARLA are this weekend meeting to decidethevenues fortheir Inter-League Finals at bothopen-
ageand under-19 age-groups. Oldham have reached both deciders but have been drawn away to
Leeds in the senior competition and Warrington in the yotith tournament. Both Oldham’s
opponents are having difficulty in obtaining the use of their local professional clubs’ ground and
facilities, with BARLA therefore deciding whether or not to switch the venues and give Oldham a
‘double-headed’ event. The Oldham under-17stown-team were unable to givethelocalleaguea
hat-trick of Inter-League successes by going down 16-8 away to Widnes in their Second Round
match last Sunday.

All local amateur league followers are now looking forward to this season’s Oldham Standard
Cup Final, which as usual takes place at Watersheddings on Good Friday morning, April 17 (11
a.m.). This year’s finalists, Saddleworth Rangers and Waterhead, are two of the most well
supported teams in the area, and with the Oldham professional club being at home to Saint
Helens on Good Friday afternoon, the local league are confident of attracting an attendance well
in excess of 5,000, with many local Rugby League supporters expected to makeit a full dayoutat
Watersheddings.

Mayfield have been drawn at home to National Dock Labour Board (Hull) in the quarter-finals of
the BARLA Stimorol National Cup, the Final of which takes place at Blackpool on Saturday, May
23. The remaining quarter-finals ties are Beecrofts (Hull) v Pilkingtons (St. Helens); Lock Lane
(Castleford) v St. Patrick’s (Wigan); Leigh Minersv Junction (Leeds) or West Bowling (Bradford).

FOR ALL THE LOCAL AMATEUR RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS:

B.B.C. Radio Manchester (206 medium wave: 95.1 vhf)

BARLA REPORTS Every Friday 6.15 p.m. - 6.30 p.m.

Rugby League Special Every Sunday 3.30 p.m. - 6 p-m. (Amateur news: 5.35 p.m.)
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