PROGRAMME SPONSOR

652 3622

PETER BROWN

Building Contractor

633 6151

Would like to wish the Oldham Club every success for the future
and congratulations to Frank Myler on his appointment
as Great Britain Team Coach
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OLDHAM

Red & White Hooped Jerseys
Red Sleeves, Blue Shorts

. Alan Taylor
. Green Vigo
. Brian Caffrey

Colin Hawkyard
Steve Dobb
Mick Parrish
Ray Ashton

. Brian Hogan
. Alan McCurrie

. Andy Goodway

. Wally Jones

. Mick Worrall

. Terry Flanagan
Subs:

4.
15.

T.B.A.
T.B.A.

TODAY’S
MITRE
MATCHBALL
SPONSORED
BY:

HARTFORD
VENDING
8 Bank Street

\ Bury

'\061-797 4140

Referee:

C. F. Lindop (Wakefield)

Touch Judges:

J. A. Unsworth - Pink Flag
H. Worth - Yellow Flag

HULL K. R.

Red Jerseys
White Shorts

George Fairbairn
Garry Clark
Mike Smith

lan Robinson
Gary Prohm
Steve Hartley
Gordon Smith
John Millington
David Watkinson
Steve Crooks
Chris Burton
Len Casey

Phil Hogan

10.

SubS‘

David Hall
Phil Lowe

14.
15.
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NEXT MATCHES AT WATERSHEDDINGS

Oldham v. Bradford N, Sunday, 16th January, 1983, K.O. 3.00 p.m.

Oldham ‘A’ v. Warrington ‘A’, Friday, 21st January, 1983, K.O. 7.30 p.m.

Printed by ‘The Charlesworth Press’, Manchester Road, Mossley. Tel: 3551
Tvpeset_ting by Keyline Typesetting, Rochdale. Tel: 57086
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You can do almost
anything with
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L S SCOTTFIELD SAW MILLS
13 / // ZE X ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM
////, ////r / Phone: 061-652 7421

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: H. V. Ashworth
Chairman: R. Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: J. Hall
Assistant Treasurer: P. Lovett
Committee: K. Broadbent, E. Buckley, R. Ogden, K. Potter, N. Tench
Hon. Architects: Hall, Needham Associates
Hon. Club Solicitor: A. J. Adler
Secretary: John A. Clark

Coaching Staff: Frank Myler (Coach), Peter Smethurst (Ass. Coach),
Brian Gartland (Colts Coach)

Professional Playing Staff
Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Brian Caffrey - Barrie Connor - Leslie Cook - Mike Cowley -
Stephen Dobb - Terry Flanagan - Andrew Goodway - Colin Hawkyard -
Paddy Kirwan - Steve Littler - Paul Lowndes - Bob Mordell -
Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy - David Nicholson - Tony Ogden -
Denis O'Neill - Mike O’Rourke - Gareth Owen - lan Ogden - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard -
Alan Taylor - Gary Walczak - Joe Warburton - Phil Ward - Mike Worrall - Alan McCurrie
Brian Hogan - G. Vigo - C. Willis - L. Chadwick

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Hon. Consultant Surgeon: Mr. M. Shafiq ’ ;
Hon. Consultant Dental Surgeon: Mr. W. C. Mellor. Club Doctor: Dr. | Quereshi
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle. Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Development Association: Clegg Street, Oldham. Tel: 061-620 4870
Social Club Manager: Ray Fletcher Groundsman: J. Walker
Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine. Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe.

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K. R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980
Record transfer fee paid £18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
Record transfer fee received £11,002, 10s. from Workington for ke Southward Jan. 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 points v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21st, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of points scored Bernard Ganley 2,881
Most appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233. Since 1900 Alan Davies 182
CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64 and 1981-82
Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34

1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76 and 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80




[ WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY

CONGRATULATIONS from everyone at Watersheddings are extended to our coach Frank Myler
on his appointment as Great Britain’s coach in succession to Johnnie Whiteley of Hull.

Whiteley and Colin Hutton, the manager, have stood down from the international scene to be
replaced by Frank and the new manager, Dick Gemmell of Hull.

The choice of coach was made recently by the 16-man international committee at a meeting in
Leeds. They formed a short list of two — the Oldham coach and Mal Reilly of Castleford.

Two days later they interviewed both men, after which it was announced that Frank Myler would
take charge of British teams for the two under-24 internationals and the two Tests, both against
France, over the next few weeks.

At the end of the season the position will be reveiwed, but Frank will clearly be a front-runner for
the trip. to Australia in 1984 if he convinces the powers-that-be over the next few months that he is
the man for the job long-term.

Frank Myler made his name as a stand-off half with Widnes in the late fifties before transferring to
St. Helens after 11 years at Naughton Park. As stand-off or centre, he played 24 times for Great
Britain.

He played for Widnes at Wembley in the 1964 Challenge Cup final against Hull KR and figured in
many big matches on the domestic scene.

Perhaps his biggest triumph was towards the end of his playing career when he was chosen to
captain Great Britain on their 1970 Down Under tour to Australia and New Zealand.

Frank had the honour of leading Britain to victory over the Aussies. In Australia and New Zealand,
he captained Britain in all six Tests and he returned to lead Britain again in the World Cup in 1970,

He scored a vital try in the 1964 Cup final at Wembley — four years after hitting the international
scene by appearing for Britain in the 1960 World Cup. He was the only member of that side to appear
in the 1970 World Cup, also in England.

He toured Australia and New Zealand in 1966 and a year later left his home-town club of Widnes
to sign for St. Helens.

At Knowsley Road he helped Saints win the 1968 Lancashire Cup and reach the Floodlit Final in
the same year.

A memorable performance in the 1970 championship final earned him the Harry Sunderland award
— and Saints the title.

In December, 1970, after the successful summer tour Down Under, he appeared again for Saints in
a Floodlit Trophy final before moving to Rochdale Hornets as player-coach.

In his first coaching appointment, he took the Hornets to the 1971 Floodlit Trophy final. He took
the Widnes coaching job in 1976 and was named ‘‘Coach Of The Year” for 1977-78 when he
announced his retirement for personal reasons.

He resumed his coaching career with Swinton and then joined Oldham at the start of last season. In
his first season at Watersheddings he guided Oldham to the Second Division title with 30 league wins
out of 32 matches played, and an appearance in the semi-final of the John Player Trophy,

With promotion achieved, he set about the task of keeping Oldham in the First Division and most

people in the game have probably been surprised at the amount of success we have had so far,

With half the league programme completed, we find ourselves in sixth place with nine wins and a
draw from 15 games played.

It was fitting that only 48 hours after Frank’s appointment as British boss, the Oldham team went
to Hull and pulled off a memorabie 8-2 win at the Boulevard.

Four years ago, Hull rammed 60 points down our throats and shortly afterwards Hull KR rattled
up 67 points. It would be fitting, too, if we could follow up our defeat of Hull FC with another good
performance today against the Robins.

The Oldham club believes that Frank’s appointment is further recognition of the gigantic strides we
have made in the last few years — strides that we hope will earn the club a good representation in the
British under-24 side, to be announced shortly.

We have recommended seven players for consideration Ray Ashton, Paddy Kirwan, Terry
Flanagan, Mick Coombes, Alan Platt, Andy Goodway and Mick Worrall

In conclusion, we hope you all had a happy Christmas and we trust you will, hopefully like the

club, enjoy a happy and prosperous 1983.
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WHITEHEAD & LEES
(INSURANCES) LTD
. 061 6332361 4 4

Talk person to person

As Oldham'’s largest insurance brokers,
we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of insurance
It's a service we're proud to extend to
mortgages, both domestic and industrial
Pop in anytime and you're guaranteed the
friendliest of attention

Established over 50 years

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurance) Ltd.

]-:'b l.'\ ]~;\ ’/-‘.-'\.

The Bri‘lish Insurance Brokers Association

34 Union Street, Oldham (tel: 061-633 2361)
14 Rossall Road. Cleveleys (tel: 0253-855818)




HISTORICAL NOTES ON HULL
KINGSTON ROVERS by Tom Webb

0 L ER HULL KR come to Watersheddings today, boasting a galaxy of stars and big-name
players — both home produced and from abroad.
In recent seasons, Rovers have been one of Rugby League’s most attractive and best-
\ supported teams and have shared with neighbours Hull the distinction of being one of the
code’s most ambitious clubs.

The great competition between Hull FC and Rovers, on the other side of the city, has
produced ambition and adventure in the team building of both clubs.

At Craven Park, full back George Fairbairn cost a world record £72,000 when he
joined Rovers from Wigan.

The two most recent additions to the staff joined Rovers from 12,000 miles away on
the other side of the world. They came from New Zealand — winger Gary Prohm and
scrum-half Gordon Smith. )

Prohm came first at the end of September. He had played exclusively as a winger for
New Zealand, but the intention at Craven Park was to play him in the centre. However,
the form of local lad lan Robinson has been so good that Prohm played at loose-forward
until he was recently switched to the wing for the John Player Trophy ties against Leigh
and Warrington.

A measure of the Rovers ambition can be seen from events leading to the recruitment
of another Kiwi Test ace, Gordon Smith.

Injury to Paul Harkin early in the season gave coach Roger Millward a problem at No 7
and the Rovers management immediately went across the world to sign up Smith, initially
on a one-year contract.

Though a goalkicker of international standard, he does not kick for the Robins who
rely on Great Britain full back Fairbairn to do that job for them.

Smith was vice-captain of the 1980 New Zealand tour party in England, when he was
the Kiwis top scorer. He also top-scored for the Kiwis during their visit to Australia earlier
this year.

He arrived on Humberside at the end of October and has already done sufficient to
convince most Rovers fans that he is the best thing to have happened to the Robins for
a long time.

Smith has an unusual hobby. He comes from the heavily-forested area of Greymouth
in New Zealand’s South Island and is a wood-chopping champion!

He is, however, but one of many Rovers stars. In the 15 on duty in the last two games,
the Robins boasted ten full Test internationals, one England player, one under-24 inter-

) national, two former Great Britain colts and only one player with no representative
honours of any description — centre Robinson.

There was some doubt about prop Steve Crooks because he was sent off at Wilderspool,
but waiting in the wings was Roy Heldstock — another international player.

The ten full Test players are Fairbairn, Mike Smith, Gary Prohm, Steve Hartley,
Gordon Smith, David Watkinson, Chris Burton, Len Casey, Phil Hogan and Phil Lowe.

Local lads always get their chance at Rovers, however, and several members of today’s
side have come up through the colts.

Winger Garry Clark is still only 17 and a colts international. Centres Mike Smith and
lan Robinson have also graduated through the colts, while David Hall, Steve Crooks,

¥ \ David Watkinson, John Mullington and Roy Holdstock are all products of the Rovers
Slalom Afteratry you'll be con_verted yousEtp.

Those who watched the Rovers turning on the style in the televised cup-tie against

I’ager Matthew Bmwn & Leigh know full well the size of the task confronting Oldham today.
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The Hull Kingston Rovers club was formed as Kingston Amateurs away back in 1883. ‘ : AIIM£
The boy who ran with the result of the club’s first game, to the newspaper F. Langley later ' . =
recalled some of their early days. The ground was at the bottom of Gillett Street in Hessle wmpklg

Road. It was just a piece of waste ground, so small that the flagstones were the touchline
on one side. Hence the ground was known as the ‘Flag Edge Touch’ ground. The players ’
were mostly boiler shop lads, and among the players were Roberts, Smith and the Yateses.

The club moved to a ground off Anlaby Road where they stayed until 1886-87 before :
moving to the Chalk Lane ground. Meanwhile a year earlier the name had been changed to S f.
the present one. Later they moved to Dairycoates and again to the Star and Garter ground StOCkISts 0J:
on Hessle Road. It was on the last named ground that Sammy Morfitt joined the club. o

Another move, their sixth was to the Boulevard in January 1892 but they had to give
this up when Hull took over in 1895. From here the headquarters were moved to Craven TIMBER PL YWOOD
Street, where the Rovers stayed until moving to Craven Park in the early 1920s

The forwards, the Irish Eight, were dominant when the club won the Yorkshire HARDBOARD

Rugby Union Number One Competition but the trophy was only held for a week as the
club immediately joined the Northern Union. The Yorkshire Northern Union Number
Two Competition was not up to Rovers’ standards as they won every game. W’NDO Ws

In September 1899 Rovers won the right to meet Hull in league football. In previous en- :
counters they had always met the Hull ‘A’ team and invariably had come off second best. DOORS MO ULDINGS

In that first remarkable game Hull heeled the ball from the scrum twice as often as the
Rovers. Hull’s pack was around 109 stones and the Redbreasts were just below 107
stones. Only nine Hull born players took part in the game. Tries by Starks and Kemp plus '

a drop goal by Tulloch proved too much for the Airlie Birds. ROOF INS ULA TION

When the Northern Rugby League was formed, Rovers did not boycott the clubs
which formed it as did most of the Yorkshire clubs. Instead the club took part in the
" Lancashire Senior Competition in 1901-02, the only White Rose club to do so.

In 1904-05 the club reached the final of the Northern Union Challenge Cup, the first ° °
team from Hull to accomplish this feat. In 1907 and 1912 the club reached the final of the Plus all your tlmber reqUIrements
Yorkshire Cup. It was said at the time, in view of the number of times that the Hull clubs
had lost in cup finals, if they met in a final somebody ‘“would be sure to pinch the cup”.

When Hull and Rovers did meet in a final, the Yorkshire Cup, at Headingley, Rovers

-took the trophy thanks to a dropped goal by Bradshaw four minutes from time. : g Medlock Sawmills. Shaw Road. Oldham
Rovers won the Northern Rugby Football League championship in 1922-23 and ‘ A’ Head Office e 5421
1924-25. They then held the Yorkshire League championship for a couple of seasons but PRSIy = Lutibarougn R
their Northern Union Cup final was against Oldham during the period when Oldham | S \ m o ARG, SRRl
played in four successive finals and on that occasion the Rovers had to accept runners-up \ Mdnrow T
medals \ romior reel erker reet, am
Of course Rovers have had greater successes in later days. They have also had some won- ‘ ﬁh‘(’% IS‘:“’W mﬁ‘ i
derful players in their ranks. Older followers will remember how they had a succession of : ' \ ou.om\yn: R hd | Crossfield Sawmills. Crawford St
great loose forwards, two of whom, Bryn Goldswain and Derek Turner joined Oldham. ’ ljfj ochaale Rochdale 47208
The club earned their name, the Redbreasts in the 1880s on account of their red | \4\“ Biight St Sawrills, Biiofl Sirest,
jerseys. When the popular song, “When The Red, Red Robin Comes Bob, Bob, Bobbin"’ (S Bury 061-761 6416
was first sung in the mid 1920s it was adopted as the club song by the supporters. , "
Gilbert Austin played 201 consecutive games for Rovers after joining the club from m g:;?ri_sljfa;nag?_;%o;;gw.mam o
Earle’s R.F.C. The break came when he was selected for Yorkshire and had to miss a club : Dukmheld o y
game. It seems unfair that Keith Elwell of Widnes, who broke the record would not have = 3.1, Gge;)aelgaggzﬂoad.Sale
M )

done so if he had not refused to play in a representative game.




DUECHAN )| | Zocy @ Bros

pacema kefS in ClVlI eng |neen ng Prices quoted on all major Rugby League Competitions
'RUGBY LEAGUE HANDICAP coupons weekly

Let us put you on cur mailing list.
Open your credit account

May we extend a warm | By phoning John Moony on (0482) 51272.

This guarantees a credit facility for all racing and other sporting events.
202-204 Hawthorn Avenue Hull HU3 5LL

and festive welcome 2 g |
Rossy @ Broc

to our match sponsors

0.B. ' TETLEY ALES

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Call in for a drink after the match

Full restaurant facilities 4.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m.

Private rooms available for weddings, etc.

Telephone: 061-624 0368

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs. TETLEY O.B. ALES
Telephone: 061-620 2115/6/7 i
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THOUSANDS [ SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS

OF POUNDS

|N pRlZES President: Mr. D. Blackburn, Chairman: Mr. D. Pilkington, Vice-Chairman: Miss A.
Collinge, Treasurer: Mr. T. Heywood, Secretary: Mrs. J. Pilkington, Committee: Mrs. H.
Heywood, Mr. I. Pilkington, Mrs. L. Wolstencroft, Mrs. E. Crowther, Mr. C. Clarke,

Mr. S. Chadderton, Mrs. L. Chadderton, Mr. B. Doleman, Mrs. A. Doleman.
' Visit our new Souvenir Shop at the Pavilion end of the ground to look at our NEW
Oldham Rugby Sweatshirts.

SWEATLEIS &« v v v v e e e et i e e £10.00

SOARVES .« o v o o & G ESEaS & 28 5 5 NEEELE & € § 8 ¥ E G £2.25

| CaDSkanics s & % & & EEESRRAS S e N & 918 A WA £1.50

i) THOS v v o eSS 5 558 ORI R BT 56§ aeiee @ £3.50

Lapel Badges .. ... ovvv it i .65p

Bob Hats : = sums 4 45 ¢ % 8 S a@0sGre o v ¢ & 5 Snvenmme « £1.25

‘ 27T T3 S £5.25
i ROUTE MEDS & sovmiars s 55 5 5 5 ins v 5 8 4 5 % wremseme & 9 50p

Forthcoming Event:

The Supporters Club are once again running the New Years Eve Dance. Anyone wishing
to come to this event please give their names to any of the Supporters Club Committee.
The price for this event is £3.00 Adults, £2.00 Children, including supper.

For supporters travelling to Leeds on Monday 3rd January 1983, and Featherstone on
INCLUDES Sunday 9th January 1983, coaches will leave the Social Club at 1.15 p.m. and 1.00 p.m.

SPECI AL respectively.

SURPRISE
DRAW!

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE,PLAYERS AND STAFF OF OLDHAM
R.L.F.C. WE WISH ALL OUR SUPPORTERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY AND ENJOYABLE NEW YEAR.

GREAT BRITAIN TEAM COACH

Congratulations are due to Frank Myler on his appointment as Great Britain team coach.
The club are sure that this is a wise choice and we are sure that club and spectators alike
wish him every success in his new appointment.

CASSETTE

SUPPLIED BY WILDBORES
(=i=ede 28] 328 "F ADERS IN VIDEO & TELETE
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Andy Goodway in action at Hull during our 8-2 win at the Boulevard.

Terry Flanagan punches the air in delight after Alan McCurrie’s match-
clinching try at Hull.

TRY! Alan McCurrie scores our second try at Hull.

TRY! Green Vigo gets in at the corner past Dean and Kemble. Photographs by courtesy of the Oldham Evening Chronicle
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