MATCH DETAILS
Rovers Oldham

Colours: BLUE & WHITE Colours: RED & WHITE
Team Manager: ALLEN AGAR Coach: FRANK MYLER
FULLBACK -

NIGEL BARKER 1 BRIAN CAFFREY

THREEQUARTERS
STEVE QUINN 2 GREEN VIGO
PHIL JOHNSON 3 DES FOY
JOHN GILBERT 4 COLIN HAWKYARD
KEN KELLETT 5. STEVEN DOBB

HALF-BACKS
ALAN BANKS. 6 MICK PARRISH
NEIL PICKERILL 7 RAY ASHTON

FORWARDS

MICK ATHERTON 8° MICK COOMBES
RAY HANDSCOMBE 9  ALAN McCURRIE
MICK GIBBINS 10. ANDY GOODWAY
DAVID HOBBS 11 WALLY JONES
PETER SMITH 12. MICK WORRALL
TERRY HUDSON 13 TERRY FLANAGAN

SUBSTITUTES
14.
Referee: Mr. R. WHITFIELD
Touch Judges: Mr. J. Reed (Amber Flag)
Mr. A. Meredith (Cerise Flag)

ROVERS

Slalom Lager

RUGBY LEAGUE

GOALS TRIES PTS.

Scrums .
123456789 1 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Penalties
123456789 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

VISITORS

GOALS TRIES PTS.

Scrums
123456789 10 1
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Penalties
123456789 10 1
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19:20

Match Ball sponsored by
_MARTIN ASHBY
Market Hall, Wakefield

CHAMPIONSHIP




Team Talk

ALLAN AGAR — Team Manager

ON behalf of everyone at Featherstone
Rovers | would like to wish all our
supporters a happy and prosperous
New Year and at the same time hope
that you will continue to give the
club your support during a vital sec-
ond half of the season.

A holiday double over my former
team, Carlisle, provided us with four
precious league points in our quest
for first division survival. With so
much pressure on both sides the two
games were never going to be spec-
tacular affairs, but | was delighted with
the players’ approach and particularly
the ‘will to win’ that was evident in
both games.

In the short time that | have been
at the club | can see already that
there is an immense amount of talent
available to work with, so we should
not be looking to other clubs to pro-
vide us ‘with favours in league mat-
ches. With the correct attitude and
approach, which means hard work in
training and on the field of play the
results will go our way, and the team
will climb the table. Forthcoming fix-
tures this month against Leeds away
and Wigan and Hull at home provide
us with an excellent chance to pull
away from danger but first of all we
have to produce the goods against to-
day’s opponents, Oldham, who are
coached by the new Great Britain
boss, Frank Myler. The youthful
Oldham team, who were promoted
this time, have had an excellent sea-
son so far, reaching the top four of
the division at one stage, so a hard
game is in prospect, with a victory
being well within our capabilities.

Finally | would like to congratulate
Frank on his International appointment
and wish him well in the difficult task
of putting Great Britain back on top
of the Rugby League world.

BRIAN BATTY — Daily Mail

ONCE again League clubs are being
asked to make a momentous decision
on their future with the campaign for
a return to one division.

It is a hot chestnut that has been
burning a few more fingers among
certain clubs as it gains support.

At the same time it's giving some
clubs a chilling sensation for they see

the game being set back even further
on its already shaky heels by such a
step.

One has to have sympathy for the
smaller clubs to some extent but that,
at the same time, is not going to be
a quality capable of keeping the game
alive.

In any crisis it's always the weakest
who go to the wall first and by delay-
ing the inevitable there is no sense
in dragging down the few strong clubs
with a chance of survival.

| feel that the game cannot afford
the backward step of scrapping two
divisions and 17 that happens then |
don’t see the game ever recovering.

| cannot for the life of me see how
players of top sides are going to
maintain a high standard if one week
they are playing a tough match and
the following week one against a
team 20 or more places further down
the table.

Just as | cannot see the fans of a
top club, used to tightly fought games;
going along to pay good money when
their team faces weak and unattractive
opposition.

Okay, so we might get a few better
gates for the lowly clubs through derby
fixtures but the loss at the top would
be tremendous and a lot of money
would be missed in the long run.

In my opinion the playing standards
would drop further and, with the
crowds, never return.

| can see there is pressure and
panic at times with clubs battling to
avoid relegation, but on the other hand
the clubs fighting for honours and
promotion should be raising the
standards. )

In any case we should have reduced
promotion to two up and down a
couple of years ago and that would
have made the vital difference in this
respect.

And we certainly have no need for
panic in such competition as the
County Cups, the John Player trophy
and the Challenge Cup which gives
players enough opportunity to show
their ability.

COMMENT

The two up, two down system has
a lot of merit but the proposals put
forward by our own Chris Hewison
caters for both the big and small
clubs which two divisions does not
do.

Founded: 1908. Elected to Northern
Rugby Football League, June 1921

Patron: The Earl of Swinton

Chairman: B. Ashby, Vice-Chairman E.
Gardner

Committee: R. Barker, S. Fitton, C.
Hewison, D. Hunt, T. Mullaney

Secretary: T. Jones, 21 The Croft, Batley
Road, West Ardsley, Wakefield.

Time Keeper: R. Chalkley

Senior Coach: Vince Farrar

Assistant Coaches: ‘A’ Team—A. Griffiths
Colts—B. Gaines

Physio: J. Williams; Asst. A. Millward

Club Doctor: Dr. N. R. Pal )

Representatives: R.L. Council—B. Ashby
Yorkshire County Committee—E. Gard-
ner. Yorkshire Senior Competition—S.
Fitton. Colts—C. Hewison

Groundsman: F. Lavine.

Bagman: T. Walker

Lottery Manageress: Sandra Causier

Programme: S. Fitton

Printers: Butterworth & Pilkington Ltd.
Albion St.,, Morley, Leeds LS27 8DU

Photos by courtesy of J. Akin and the
Pontefract and Castleford Express

Telephone Directory: Ground—Pontefract
702386; Lottery Office—Pontefract
791998; Social Club—Pontefract 791627

Club Honours: R.L. Cup—Winners 1967,
1973; Runners-up 1952, 1974
R.L. Championship—Winners 1977;
Runners-up 1928, 1976

R.L. Championship 2nd Division—Win-
ners 1980

Arrowfast Try Scorinhg Tropy—Win-
ners 1980

Yorkshire Cup—W.inners 1940, 1959;
Runners-up 1928, 1963, 1966, 1969;
1970, 1976, 1977

Yorkshire League — Runners-up 1928,
1962

Y.S.C. Cup—Winners 1946, 1974; Run-
ners-up 1955, 1960

1YSSZC Shield—Winners 1946, 1962,

Ground Records: R.L. Cup—Attendance
17,5631 v St. Helens, 1959; Receipts:
£12,287 v Widnes 1981
Yorkshire Cup—Attendance: 10,700 v
Leeds, 1959; Receipts: £8,681 v Hull,
1980
League—Attendance: 14,990 v Wake-
field Trinity, 1962; Receipts: £6,001 v
Hull, 1981

Representative Players: Great Britain—
T. Askin, J. H. Bridges, T. Clawson, M.
Dixon, S. Evans, D. Fox, G. Jordan, M.
M. Morgan, S. Nash, P. Smith,J. Thomp-
son; Under 24s—K. Bell, S. Evans, D.
Fennell, V. Farrar, M. Gibbins, J. Gilbert,
D. Hobbs, T. Ramshaw, P. Smith, V.
Thomas, J. Thompson, L. Tonks
England—J. H. Bridges, M. Dixon, S.
Evans, V. Farrar, J. Hirst, A. Morgan,
J. Mullaney, P. Smith, R. Stone, J.
Thompson, A. Wood
Wales—P. Banner, H. Box

John Jepson Player of the Year: 1981-82
Mick Gibbins.

SOUTH YORKSHIRE

ROAD TRANSPORT LTD.

78 NORTHGATE, PONTEFRACT

LUXURY COACH HIRE

FOR RELIABILITY AND DEPENDABILITY

Contact MRS. PAWSON (PONTEFRACT 704477)




Rovers
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Prices quoted on all major Rugby League Competitions

RUGBY LEAGUE HANDICAP coupons weekly

Let us put you on our mailing list.

Open your credit account
By phoning John Moony on (0482) 51272.

This guarantees a credit facility for all racing and other sporting events.
202-204 Hawthorn Avenue Hull HU3 5LL

¢

Competitive and Great Value
given

FEATHERSTONE
VEHICLE
DISMANTLERS

Used vehicle parts for sale

Scrap cars and MOT failures
bought

RAYBOULDS GARAGE
WAKEFIELD ROAD
one appearan

FEATHERSTONE. “ | | e e

Tel. Pontefract 797268

¢




In fown
today...

TODAY’'S GAME

OLDHAM have made a great impact
this season on their return to the
first division. They have gained 20
points from 17 games and are cur-
rently in joint fourth spot with Castle-
ford. Coach Frank Myler has produced
a team of tacklers and with away
wins at Hull, Castleford and a recent
draw at Leeds they will be a tough
nut to crack. The Great Britain Un-
der 24 side includes four Oldham
players: Ray Ashton, Andrew Good-
way, Mick Worrall and Terry Flanagan.
PLAYERS

Gary Siddall is back in light train-
ing. Andy Mortimer has a broken
bone in his hand, Steve Hankins is
having treatment for a back injury.
Mick Atherton made his debut at Car-
lisle, Mick is on a month’s loan from
Bradford. Congratulations to Alan
Banks on his selection for Great Brit-
ain Colts. The Rogers players have a
great opportunity to day to shine in
front of Great Britain coach Frank
Myler the Oldham coach. Frank has
yet to see his young pack be out-
played this season, so our opponents
will be a real test. John Gilbert has
come off the transfer list, this is a
tremendous boost to the club and re-
flects the great team spirit which
now exists.

MATCH STATISTICS

v Carlisle (home) score 20-10.
Scrums 13-7 to Handscombe. Penal-
ties 12-all. Man of the Match Dave
Hobbs. Tackle count: Forwards —
Gibbins 19, Handscombe 22, Hankins
19, Hobbs 16, Smith 22, Hudson 14.
v Carlisle (away) score 11-0.
Scrums 17-5 to Handscombé. Penal-
ties 13-8 against. Man of the Match
Peter Smith. Tackle count: Forwards
— Atherton 16, Handscombe 10, Gib-
bins 14, Smith 26, Hobbs 16, Hudson
13:

ROVERS VIDEO CENTRE, 45 Station

Lane, Featherstone.

Ideal for all video enthusiasts — a
great selection of the latest video
films available at the cheapest rates
in town!

Two choices of membership:—

FREE LIFE MEMBERSHIP — Films
hired at £1.50 per day.

£10 LIFE MEMBERSHIP — Films

hired at £1.00 per day.

Come and have a look round and
support the Rovers at the same time.
TEAM OF THE MONTH

The Open Rugby Team ' of the
Month is Steve Tickle, Des Drummond,
Dean Bell, Joe Lydon, Terry Richard-
son, Dave Topliss, Gordon Smith,
Kevin Ward, Brian Noble, Greg Sharp,
Eric Prescott, Graeme West, Mick
Crane. Subs.: Roy Haggerty, Peter
Smith.

From: Yorkshire clubs8, Lancashire
clubs 5, Cumbrian clubs 2.

The Under-24 side: Mick Burke,
Gary Clark, Ron Duane, Joe Lydon,
David Moll, Tony Myler, Ray Ashton,
Mick O'Neill, Brian Noble, Andrew
Goodway, Mike Worrall, John Field-
house, Terry Flannagan. Subs.: David
Hulme, Ron Smith.

From: Yorkshire clubs 8, Lancashire
clubs 12, Cumbrian clubs nil.

There are only two Under-24s in
the team of the month — Joe Lydon
(Widnes) and Brian Noble (Bradford):
The strong Lancashire bias in the
Under-24s  obviously reflects the
appointment of Lancashire coach —
Frank Myler, who is now in charge.
However this only reverses the pre-
vious Humberside/Yorkshire bias when
Johnny Whiteley was in charge of the
National side.

SUPPORTERS’ NEWS

On behalf of my committee | would
like to wish all our supporters a very
happy and prosperous new year.

| would also like to thank our com-
mittee and Don Hunt, Roy Barker and
Chris Hewison of the Parent Com-
mittee, secretary Terry Jones, String-
ers Motorways and Lin-Pac for their
kind donations to our Xmas Draw.
Also to all the supporters who did a
great job in selling them.

I. ALLISON, Chairman.

The bus for Leeds departs from the
ground at 1-45. To book ring 700703
or Supporters’ Office.

The winning numbers for Christmas
Draw are: 3748, 6857, 5186, 0177, 3217,
4673, 3628, 2504, 7394, 8133, 6090,
1560, 1383, 6114, 8363, 6566, 3880,
3961, 1678.

NEXT HOME MATCH

Sunday 23 January — Hull, 2-30

p.m. kick-off.

Another 1st from Mitre~
1967 Multiplex balls~

1982 the most advanced safety
footwear yet designed.

Gives you an unfair advantage

Mitre Sports, Bay Hall Works, Birkby, Huddersfield, Yorks. HD1 5AJ. Tel: (0484) 37488 Telex: 517470 MITRE G




BURTON'S ROY BARKER PLAYER PROFILE

PETER SMITH

SPORTS CENTRE COAL MERGHANT v T ; Date of Birth: 17th September 1955

For all your sports wear A Wid"f range of Sr.noke/ess' Fuels Birthplace: Featherstone
; including Anthracite, Coalite i 5 -
and equipment Howie Eiresnd Sunbrive School: South Featherstone Secondary

MOST LEADING MAKES Also large or small Coal Nuts. . ; e Occupation: NCB Fitter
STOCKED 7 ity Married to: Janis

30-32 FRONT STREET 5 Whiteley Street A : § #%* Children: Karen, Fay, John
PONTEFRACT _ Featherstone ; Height 6ft. 1in.

Tel 702191 Tel: PONTEFRACT 795978 1 sy ‘ % Weight: 14st. 4lbs.
. Position: Second Row

; » ——— ' . ¢ Honours: Great Britain, England Under
- ; v % 1 ; 24s and Yorkshire
" ; Biggest influence on Rugby Career:
Jimmy Thompson
Ambition in Rugby: To play at

Visit 3 - 8 s
BIRKWOOD L ‘ ' 2 ‘ ‘ Bi%;;t:[\)jiia]ppgintm':e_nt:l Losing in the
FARM SHOPS . l ‘ | | 4 -Australiaord up Final against

Most Memorable Match: As above
ALTOFTS, NORMANTON Tel. Wakefield 890142 Most Embarrassing Moment: Coming
FAR;oFl;ESH : / - | out late after half-time at Carlisle

. v . by myself to a sarcastic cheer

¢ . . . 5 . i Favourite Player: Jimmy Thompson

= ; : ' Favourite Referee: None
. | . Hobbies: Reading and Crosswords
Favourite TV Programme. M.A.S.H

BIRKGVOOD ' Fa;gg{/i:f Personality: Hawkeye in
FARM |

Plc'r'e(x,x;ksgeumzzlf;” ' . » _ FIRST DIVISION % STAR QUIZ %

STRAWBERRIES, CAULIFLOWERS, . . . : PWUD L F A Pts TRY to beﬁt StF?IYe Hankins when
RASPBERRIES, BROCCOLI, CORN ON THE COB, - . — answering these questions:—
BEANS- : ’ S Leeds ... 1512 1 298 212 25 1 Who were the first professional

Hull KR ... 16 12 290 163 24 players to be sent to the sin bin?
B PLAYERO;ICT:H%ISBE:'%(;N1981/82 Hull 15 11 234 138 23 Which team won the BARLA Lan-
5 cashire/Cumbrian Cup this season?
: Castleford 16 10 297 263 20 Which famous RL player received
Oldham j 7 4 210 176 20 recognition in the New Year's Hon-
Wigan " ... 14

217 111 19 ours List?
JACKIES St. Hlers 15

Who refereed last season’s John
Leigh SO

250 225 19 Player Final?
- WEDDING CARS : Widnes ... 15

265 223 17 Which player in recent years has
226 200 15 set up try-scoring records for 2 clubs
Barrow ... 15
Rolls Royce and Mercedes fam - 12

Name the two clubs who took part
249 241 15 in the highest score draw in the
; F/stone 17
e Bradford 15

185 180 13 § First Division.
Telephone (Day): Telephone (Evenings): Halifax ... 17

(<]

=
CONN NN O PO OOWEAEDN

130 348 Who is the oldest referee currently
152 322 in the professional game?
148 249 ANSWERS ON THE INSIDE SCENE

211 280 13 Which club has scored most points
W'kington 15

136 168 in a first division match?
PONTEFRACT 792993 & 795062 WAKEFIELD 863807 \ Carlisle ... 15

=NWOIooON N N © ©
O=_mmamaa AW =2 = NO -0

g Gt
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Facts & figures

THE RUGBY LEAGUE SLALOM LAGER Result Name in Bold—Man of the Match
CHAMPIONSHIP — FIXTURES 1982-83 (last year's in brackets)
FEATHERSTONE ROVERS Kick-off Attendance F A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 14
AUGUST

Sun. 22 Warrington

Sun. 29 Workington T
SEPTEMBER

Sun. 5 Hunslet

Wed. 8 Bramley (Yorks Cup)
Sun. 12 Widnes

Wed. 15 Bradford (Yorks Cup)
Sun. 19 Leigh

Fri. 24 FRANCE Xl

Wed. 29 Oldham

OCTOBER g

Sun. 3 St. Helens

Sun. 10 Castleford

Sun. 17

Sun. 24

Sun. 3

NOVEMBER

Wed. 10

Sun. 14

Sun. 21

Fri. 26

DECEMBER

Sun. 5 Hull—John Player Trophy ...
Sun. 19 St Helens

Sun. 26 Carlisle

JANUARY

Sun. 2 Carlisle

Sun. 9

Sun. 16

Sun. 23

Sun. 30

FEBRUARY

Sun. 6 Workington T A
Sun. 13 STATE EXPRESS CHAL. CUP 1

5

883

1847 12-12 (18-11) Barker Reed G'bert1t Quinn3g Kellett Johnson Pickerill Siddall H'combe Gibbins Hobbs Dakin1t Bell O'Toole

ludson
1535 41- 8 Barker1t Reed Gilbert Q'n1t7g Kellett2t J'nson2t Pickerill Siddall H’'combe Gibbins Hobbs1t Smith* Bell*

H’yden1t Hudson

2500 19- 7 Barker Reed Gilbert Quinnbg Kellett J'son*1t P'kerill1t Siddall H'combe Gibblns Hobbs* Smith* H’'sonit Hayden Vard
1403 21- 8 Barker Reed G’bert2t Quinndg Kellett J'nson1t Pickerill Siddall H'combe Gibbins Hobbs Smith1t H'son* Hayden Bell*1dg
2403 12-14 (16-20) Barker1t Reed Coventry Quinn3g Kellett Johnson Pickerill Siddall Shaw G’'bins1t Hobbs Hankins Bell Hayden

2569 0-11 Barker Reed Coventry Quinn Kellett J'nson* Pickerill Siddall* Shaw Gibbins Hobbs Hankins Bell Hayden Hudson

4000 7- 5 (12-24) Barker Reed Cov'try* Quinn2g Kellett Johnson Pickerill Siddall H'combe Hankins Hobbs1t Smith H'son* Hayden K Hobbs
&

38

83844

2725 1-10 Barker Gilbert CoventrLQuinn Kellett J'son Pl P’krillld Siddall H'combe Hankins Hobbs Smith  Hudson Hayden J’sonPtr

2107 Barker  Gilbert Coventr} Qn1t3g Kellett1t J'son Pl Pickerill Siddall “H'combe J'snPI* Hobbs Smith Hudson Hayden Bell*
3531 Barker  Gbert1t* Coventd Quinn2g Kellettlt Hayden Pickerill Siddall* Shaw Hankins Hobbs Smith  H'dson1tM’sden* 3ibbins¥
3017 Barker Coventry Gilbert Quinndg Kellett JsnPI1t P’krill1t Siddall A.N.O. Hankins Hobbs Smith H'dson* Banks Bell*
7500 Marsden Qu'n1t3g Gilbert Coventry Reed J'son Pl Pickerill Siddallit AN.O. Hankins Hobbs Smith Bell
1923 - Barker Quin5g Gilbert CoventryReed J'son*  Pickerill Siddalllt Wright Hankins Hobbs Smith Bell*

W o
oo

Hayden Hudson
Hayden Gibbins

10500 Barker1t Quin3g Johnson Coventry Reed Banks  Pickerill Siddall Wright Gibbins*Hobbs1t Smith1t Hudson Hayden Hankins
3995 Barker* Marsden Johnson Quin1lg Reed Banks  Pickerill Siddall1t Wright Gibbins Hobbs* Smith Hudson Hayden Hankins
1403 Barker1t Marsden Quinn2g Johnson Reed* Banks Hayden Siddall Wright Hankins Hobbs1t Smith1t Hudson* Lyman Bell
4606 Barker Marsden Johnson Hobbs  Gilbert Banks Pickerill Siddall* Wright Gibbins Hankins Lyman® Hudson* Hayden Bell

4398 Barker1t Quinn4g Johnson Gilbert1t Marsden Banks  Pickerill Gibbins Wright* Hankins Hobbs Smith
2785 Barker Mursden Johrison Gilbert Kellettlt Banks  Pickerill Gibbins H'combe Hankins Hobbs1t2 Smith
1749 Barker1t Quinn4g Johnson Gilbert* Kellett Banksl1t Pickerill Gibbins H’'combe Hankins Hobbs2t Smith

WN NNWN WWPWW WOWITWOW WWT

Hudson* Lyman  Bell
Hudson* Mortimer Bell
Hudson* Marsden Bell

1691 11- 0 Barker Q'n1tlg Johnson Gilbert* Kellett Banks Pickerill Ath‘ton* H'combe Gibbins Hobbs1t Smith Hudson Marsden Bell1t

NG 1

APPEARANCES AND POINTS SCORERS

Player Season 82/83 Total Senior Record Player

DG Pts. App T DG Pts. JOHNSON -PETER 2
BANKS ALAN 3 9 1 3 JOHNSON PHIL ..20
BARKER NIGEL

18 57 24 KELLETT KEN
Sun. 20 Castleford BELL KEITH

8
H 3 281 43 LYMAN PAUL
Sun. 27 STATE EXPRESS CHAL. CUP 2 AL

— 1 — — MARSDEN JOHN .. 9
GIBBINS MICK 3 246 1 33 PICKERILL NEIL ..
MARCH GILBERT JOHN

15¢ 175 59 QUINN STEVE
HANDSCOMBE RAY 10 %

111 16 REED STEVE
HANKINS STEVE ...14 — 9 SHAW MARK
HAYDEN PAUL

3 8 SIDDALL GARY ...
HOBBS DAVID 28] 40 SMITH PETER
HOBBS KEVIN — 2

9 26

%]
)
1\
7
o
=1
o]
N
o]
w

Total Senior Record

D s

20 5

342 123
3

133 20
26 4
213 53
58 9
6 —
63 11
271
1 s
4 —

00
00
30
-30
30
30
30
-00
30
00
30
00
30
00
-30

15
369

8

Sun. 6 Warrington
Sun. 13  lull KR
Sun. 27 Lcigh
APRIL

E Mon. 4 Halifax
Sun. 10 Barrow
Sun. 17

D4
888

WARD "'GARY
WRIGHT CRAIG ...
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181111 1ell®

888

J.D. & AJ CABLE LEN SYKES (PURSTON) LTD.

— THREE FARMERS BUTCHERS — ' JOINERY MANUFACTURERS, SHOP & BAR FITTERS
AND DY SHOP
39 STATION LANE - FEATHERSTONE

Telephone: 791828 : . TEL. PONTEFRACT 791922







