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Matchball donated by

1. Steve Littler lm@§\\ N Keith Mumby 1. v *
2. Mike Taylor A Keith Whiteman 2. p
3. Mick Parrish Steve Parrish 3.
4. Des Foy Richard Davies 4.
5. Jim Homby David Smith 5.
6. lan Birkby Gary Hale 6.
7. Paddy Kirwan BBC Andrew Robinson 7.
8. Wally Jones Jeff Grayshon 8.
9. Alan McCurrie RADIO Brian Noble 9.

10. Andy Goodway MANCHESTER
11. Alan Sinclair

12. Mick Worrall

Gary Van Bellen 10.
Graham Idle 11.
Richard Jasiewicz 12.

f 2
13. Terry Flanagan P.A. M'::s:;efSalford) lan Sheldon 13.
Subs: Touch Judges: Subs:
14. T.B.A. R. Carter - Pink Flag ' T.B.A. 14.

D.M. Russell - Orange Flag
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NEXT MATCHES AT WATERSHEDDINGS

Thursday, 8th March, 1984 Lancs. Shield Final - 1st Leg
Oldham ‘A’ v. Warrington ‘A’ K.O. 7.30 p.m.

Sunday, 18th March, 1984 Oldham v. Warrington K.O. 3.00 p.m.

T.B.A. 15.
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Phone: 061-652 7421

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS

The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: R. Hatton
Chairman: H. V. Ashworth
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: J. Hall
Assistant Teasurer: P. Lovett
Committee: K. Broadbent, R. Ogden, K. Potter, N. Tench, D. Walton
Hon. Architects: Hall, Needham Associates
Hon. Club Solicitor: A. J. Adler
Secretary: John A. Clark
Coaching Staff: Peter Smethurst (Coach), Frank Barrow (Ass. Coach)
Brian Gartland (Colts Coach)

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Brian Caffrey - L. Chadwick - Leslie Cook
M. Coombes - Stephen Dobb - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Des Foy - Andrew Goodway
Colin Hawkyard - Jim Hornby - Clive Jones - Wally Jones - Paddy Kirwan
Steve Littler - Paul Lowndes - Alan McCurrie - Robert Marsden - Mick Morgan - Geoff Munro
Tom Naidole - David Nicholson - Tony Ogden - Denis O'Neil - S. Paterson
Mike O’Rourke - Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - lan Sanderson - Paul Sherman
Alan Taylor - Mick Taylor - G. Vigo - Gary Walczak - Joe Warburton - Mike Worrall - C. Willis

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson. Club Doctor: Dr. |. Quereshi
Hon. Consultant Surgeon: Mr. M. Shafig. Hon. Consultant Dental Surgeon: Mr. W. C. Mellor
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle. Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Commercial Manager: Terry Conroy
Development Association: Clegg Street, Oldham. Tel: 061-620 4870
Social Club Manager: Ray Fletcher. Groundsman: J. Walker
Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine. Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS
67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
11-67 by Hull K. R. Sept. 78
28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
£9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980
£18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
£11,002, 10s. from Workington for Ike Southward Jan. 62
Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 points v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21st, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of points scored Bernard Ganley 2,881
Most appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233. Since 1900 Alan Davies 182

CLUB HONOURS
Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64 and 1981-82
Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59

Record Victory

Record defeat

Record attendance

Record receipts

Record transfer fee paid
Record transfer fee received
Record try scorer

Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield Winners: . 1975-76 and 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80




l WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY I

SINCE our last home game several matters of major significance have taken place here at Water-
sheddings.

We duly beat Second Division side Huyton in the first round of the State Express Challenge Cup to
earn a second-round tilt at Wigan last Sunday at Central Park.

Unfortunately, our totally unpredictable form hit rock bottom the following week-end when we
lost 42-8 to Whitehaven in Cumbria, thus providing Frank Foster's team with its first win of the season
after 20 consecutive First Division defeats. ‘

This led to the resignation the following day of our coach Frank Barrow. Frank was first appointed
into a caretaker capacity following the resignation of Peter Smethurst but he had been ‘‘upgraded’” to
senior coach only the week before.

It would be remiss of the club if it did not place on record here its best wishes to Frank for the
future and its thanks for the work he did here during his 14-month stay, first as Frank Myler’s second
in command and then as Peter Smethurst’s right hand man.

However, we now look forward to a new era under a man who has coached here previously and
did a good job with only moderate talent at his disposal — Dave Cox.

Although he has spent the last few years in Sydney, Dave is very well known in Rugby League
circles in this country, and he has had coaching experience both at the top level and with some of the
clubs in the lower reaches of the league.

He coached both Castleford and Dewsbury when they were a power in the game and was also put
in charge of the Other Nationalities side.

He has also taken charge of such clubs as Batley and Huyton, so Dave certainly knows what Rugby
League is all about at both ends of the ladder.

Incidentally, when he was here last time, he was successful in earning a place on a short-list of three
for the job of coaching Great Britain down under in the World Cup, a post that eventually went to
David Watkins.

Dave emigrated to New South Wales in 1979 and since that time he has kept a close scrutiny of
Australian methods of training, coaching and playing techniques, something we feel he is sure to
introduce here at Watersheddings.

In January last year he was appointed coach at Workington Town in succession to Tommy Bishop,

_but he was in Cumbria for only a few days before he was forced to fly back to Sydney right away
because of sudden illness in the family.

While watching and learning from the Aussies, Dave has long cherished an ambition to return to
England and put Down Under techniques into operation here, and he was delighted to accept the
opportunity to return to a club where he was very happy during his previous stay here.

The probability is that he will not yet have arrived. He may be here on Monday, or shortly
afterwards, but when he arrives he will surely get a real Oldham welcome and the best wishes of all
supporters.

We now have 11 First Division games left this season and as a result of our poor form in the past
few months we still need a few wins to make mathematically certain of staying up.

Having said that we can still reach the top-eight if we can recapture the form and the enthusiasm
that was the hallmark of our game last Autumn, so there is still a tremendous amount to play for.

We would probably be safe with three more wins out of the 11 games to play, but it could take
six or seven victories to send us shooting into the top eight.

Last season, our first in the top flight, we had a similar sticky patch during January and February
but we steadied up, won five league games in successive outings, and finished in eighth place to earn
that Premiership game at Hull.

The Premiership can be a lucrative venture and as money is tighter these days than ever before
it is important to try and qualify for it.

In doing so, of course, we would automatically pick up sufficient points to guard against relegatwn
and that is most certainly the most important target of all right now.

INSURANCE?

Talk person to person

As Oldham’s largest insurance consultants
we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of insurance
It’s a service we're proud to extend to
mortgages, both domestic and inlustrial.
Pop in anytime and you're guaranteed the

t friendliest of attention.
WHITEHEAD & LEES ! Established over 50 years
(INSURANCES) LTD |
v 061 63323614

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurances) Ltd.

34 Union Street. Oldham (tel: 061-633 2361)

RAY HATTON

(CLUB PRESIDENT)

FOR YOUR
CENTRAL HEATING
RING

061-766 2434
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BREWEX | 93 CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS
INTERNATIONAL
BOTTLED LAGER CHAMPIONSHIP

'HISTORICAL NOTES ON
BRADFORD NORTHERN

by Tom Webb

IN 1926, reporting on the affairs of the Bradford Northern club, the ““Yorkshire Sports
Post”” commented on the decline of the club following its move to Birch Lane. It said
that since season 1907-08, their first at that ground, Northern had never returned a
percentage above the 50 mark. In those days the league tables were calculated on the
basis of match points obtained from matches played. Thus in 1925-26 Northern with 14
wins and 24 defeats in 38 games had a percentage of 36.84 and finished in 23rd position.
The club only finished bottom once in that period, 1921-22 when 2 wins and 1 draw
from 34 games gave them a 7.35%. The club finished 26th each time in the four inter-
vening seasons.

The first team to play at Birch Lane, which seems to have been the Greenfield Trotting
Ground at Dudley Hill, was Gunn; Connell, Mosby, Davison, Craven; Brear, Mitcheil;
Laidlow, Mann, Walton, Feather, Rees and Turner.

The article told of the ““2,000 faithful supporters” who followed the club during that
depressing period, the home attendances in 1925-26 averaging 2,872. In these hard times
several clubs would welcome such solid support. There was “a big debt hanging over the
club, a four figure debt” which caused concern. A skilled artisan’s wage was around
£2 18s. (£2.90) per week although piece work rates raised this figure by another 11
shillings or so (556p) each week. A four figure debt 60 years ago would be much more
astronomical today.

The last game played at Birch Lane took place on April 7, 1934 and the first match
at Odsal was played on September 1, 1934. By coincidence the opposition at the opening
of both the Birch Lane and Odsal grounds was provided by Huddersfield.

Bradford Northern’s first win at Odsal was on November 17, 1934 when Featherstone
Rovers were beaten 15-2. This was the forerunner of a period of greater prosperity for
the club. New signings George Carmichael and Ted Spillane indicated that Northern were
now becoming a much more ambitious club. Later Len Higson, Frank Murray, ‘‘Sandy”
Orford and Vince Dilorenzo strengthened the side.

A new club house was opened in February 1935 which cost about £2,500. Shortly
afterwards a challenge cup-tie was replayed at the Stadium drawing a crowd of 23,000
with record receipts of £1,005.

On July 30, 1936 Ernest Ward signed for the club and made his debut on his 16th
birthday on September 5 of that year. Today, of course, clubs cannot sign players before
their 16th birthday. It so happened that at the same time that Ernest Ward was signed,
Dai Rees (ex-Halifax) was appointed Trainer-Coach, one of the best things to happen at
QOdsal.

It was a year or two later that Trevor Foster, one of nature’s gentlemen, became
associated with Northern. After a wonderful playing career he did not return to his native
Wales but stayed on in Bradford. Because of this, when Northern closed down in the early
1960s, Trevor started the move to revive the club. He, it was, who called the meeting in
the Bay Horse Hotel, Wakefield Road, Bradford, since demolished owing to motorway
construction, which was attended by 30 people. A committee of 12 was formed and they
decided to hire the St. George's Hall in the city centre for a meeting. This time 1,500
people attended including officials from the Rugby Football League and some club
representatives. The club resumed and has been one of the best supported clubs in the
game since that wonderful revival started by Trevor Foster.




[ BRADFORD BID FOR THE TOP

TODAY we welcome Bradford Northern to Watersheddings when we will be bidding to avenge our
narrow defeat at Odsal early on in the season.

Since then Northern, under the watchful eye of Peter Fox, have gone from strength to strength
and have been one of the leading teams in the Slalom Lager championship race all season.

They possess a team that is traditionally hard to beat, but they also have players who can produce
flair and attacking class on their day, such as Ellery Hanley and Keith Mumby.

Hanley, who is equally at home at centre or stand-off half, is a leading contender for this summer’s
Australian tour and after the way he gave our team all sorts of problems at Odsal in the second league
game of the season, it is not difficult to see why.

Oldham fans also saw Hanley produce a great exhibition of attacking football when the Great
Britain under-24 side hammered the French on our Watersheddings ground last Autumn.

Unluckily for Northern, Hanley damaged his shoulder in the Test match against France at Head-
ingley a fortnight ago and when these notes were written it was not known whether he would be fit
for today’s match.

Full back Mumby is also in the running for the tour — the second of his career.

He only got into the side for the recent international in France because of injuries to Mick Burke
and George Fairbairn, but he certainly grasped his big chance with both hands, and also did well in the
return Test at Headingley.

Strong under the high bail and a keen tackler, Mumby is also one of Northern’s most dangerous
attackers, either on the counter or when linking up with his three-quarters.

Another player to look out for in the Northern back-line is young Steve Parrish, brother of
Oldham's Mick.

He is a big lad, like Mick, and also plays centre and does the goalkicking — in many ways a replica
of big brother, whom he followed into the professional ranks via Morley, his local RU Club.

Steve normally plays at right-centre for Northern, so the chances are that he will not be directly
opposed to his brother, but will probably play opposite Des Foy.

In the forwards, Northern also possess some of the best-known pack men in the game, such as Jeff
Grayshon, Brian Noble, Graham Idle, Dick Jasiewicz and Alan Rathbone.

Gary Van Bellen is another Northern forward who is well known to supporters of our game on
both sides of the Pennines.

indeed, practically every forward in the full-strength pack at Odsal has honours of some descrip-
tion or another.

Grayshon has represented his country many times at Test level and has also captained Great
Britain.

Hooker Noble has captained both Great Britain under-24s and the full Test side this season, and he
will probably go to Australia as Trevor Skerrett’s second in command.

Van Bellen, a younger brother of the much-travelled lan Van Bellen, possesses under-24 honours,
while Jasiewicz was a travelling reserve to France recently and then found himself elevated to the
second-row for the return Test at Leeds.

He is a member of the Great Britain training squad that is preparing for the forthcoming tour, as
is hard-tackling loose-forward Alan Rathbone.

Rathbone missed last week-end’s cup-tie against Hunslet because of suspension, but his two-match
ban was cleared on Thursday night when Northern were due to play Wigan at Odsal.

After our poor run of form recently it was vital that we pick up First Division points in our re-
maining games, especially those games at home.

We cannot afford to slip up further, but we will certainly have a difficult task on our plate today
against one of the most solid sides in the First Division.
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After the game
haveanight |
on the town.

Oldham Brewery- :
Brewers of traditional Lancashire Ales.

SUEZHAN

~ pacemakersin civil engineering

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone: 061-620 2115/6/7
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ooy @ Broo

Prices quoted on all major Rugby League Competitions

RUGBY LEAGUE HANDICAP coupons weekly

Let us put you on cur mailing list.

Open your credit account by phoning John Moony on (0482) 51272

This guarantees a credit facility for all racing and other sporting events
202-204 Hawthorn Avenue Hull HU3 5LL

Rossy @ Bros

OB TETLEY ALES

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Call in for a drink after the match

Full restaurant facllities 4.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m.

Private rooms available for weddings, etc.

Telephone: 061-624 0368
TETLEY OoB. ALES
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| SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS

President: Mr. D. Blackburn, Chairman: Mr. D. Pilkington, Vice-Chairman: Miss A.
Collinge, Treasurer: Mr. T. Heywood, Secretary: Mrs. J. Pilkington, Committee: Mrs. H.
Heywood, Mr. I. Pilkington, Mrs. L. Wolstencroft, Mrs. E. Crowther, Mr. C. Clarke,
Mr. S. Chadderton, Mrs. L. Chadderton, Mr. B. Doleman, Mrs. A. Doleman, Mr. J. Gallagher,
; Karen Winterburn, Sue Collinge, Grace Doleman.

The Supporters Club would like to extend a very warm welcome to our visitors from
Bradford Northern and their Supporters Club members and invite them to all our
canteens and souvenir shops situated at different parts of the ground.

Qur souvenir shop is situated at the pavilion end of the ground far the sale of Sweaters,
£10.00 each; Sweatshirts, £8.50 adults, juniors £6.50; Scarves (Oldham), £2.75; Bar
Scarves, £2.50; Ties, £3.50; Label Badges, 65p; Blazer Badges, £8.50; Bob Hats £1.25.
Oldham red and white shirts with club badge on at different prices according to sizes.
We have now opened a Programme Shop in the hut at The Waterhead End of the ground.

The Supporters Club are once again running a Wembley Draw with prizes of —Winner £50
Losing Finalist £20, Losing Semi-Finalist £5, All other teams £1. Anyone wishing to sell
any of the above tickets for us please see Miss A. Collinge at the small canteen behind the
stand. Price of the tickets are 50p a book.

FUN RUN this year is being run on Sunday, May 20th 1984. There are two runs, one
is A Family Run of approximately 3 miles to commence at 11 a.m. Entry fee of £1.50
and A SENIOR RUN of a distance of 7.6 miles {age limit of 17 years and over) to
commence at 12 noon over the course as last year. Entry fee of £2.00. For details of
these inquire at canteens.

The Player of the Year Dance is being held on Friday, 11th May at 8 p.m. in the Social
Club.

JUNIOR SUPPORTERS CLUB

Are you aged up to fourteen?

Do you want the chance to be a bail boy? If so, contact Joe Gallagher today at the
Souvenir Shop or on any Monday night in the Social Club 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. and become &
member of the newly formed Junior Reds.

Membership fee £1.00 which inciudes club badge.
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Promoter:
R.OGDEN

Commercial Manager:
T.M.CONROY

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
AMBASSADOR CLUB

13/15 CLEGG STREET - OLDHAM OL11QF - Telephone: 061-620 4870

WE CONGRATULATE THE MEMBERS NAMED BELOW ON
THEIR SUCCESS IN THE QUARTERLY/MONTHLY DRAW

J A splendid break by Alan McCurrie produced the try that briefly put

MONTHLY QUARTERLY us ahead in the cup-tie at Wigan.
OCTOBER 83 DECEMBER '83

J. Bowden L. Perrins
£1°o 83031 | £5°° 83170

S. Martin K. Broadbent
£50 83033 £loo 33034

J. Hatton A. Collinge
£25 83082 £50 83115

R. Hardacre A. E. Bonelle f
£25 83103 £25 83061 ,

NOVEMBER 83  |cme  G.Marland |

- £25 83136 ‘l

£100 . Houghton

83161

WINNING NUMBER DRAWN 8Y:

s b S October — RICHARD THOMAS (Supporter)
550 4 G+ Bapnerman November — 1.LOU LAVARITY (Ex-Oldham Player)

)_iﬁ);i” December — JOHN W1 KINSON (Chairman Salford RLEFC)
. ) I would like to convey my thanks to the persons named above
525 D. Westhead for thenr participation i the draw '/« ¥ /i
- Alan McCurrie goes under the posts to score our only try in the cup
£25 F.Lindop THE PROMOTER RULES ON ANY MATTER ARISING & HIS defeat at Wigan.
83071 ] EXAMINATION AND DECISION SHALL BE FINAL - SIGNED _ A

PHOTOGRAPHS BY COURTESY OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE.
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