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SCOTTFIELD
S8AW MILLS

ASHTON ROAD
OLDHAM

Telephone:
081-852 7421

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: R. Hatton
Chairman: H. V. Ashworth
Vice-Chairman: K. Potter
Treasurer: J. Hall
Committee: E. Bayliss, K. Broadbent, M. Greenway, R. Ogden, K. Potter, N. Tench, D. Walton
Hon. Architects: Hall, Needham Associates

Hon. Club Solicitor: A. J. Adler

General Manager: F. Myler
Hon. Secretary: F. Howarth, B.A.
Coaching Staff: Brian Gartland

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - K. Atkinson - |. Birkby - A. Bishop - Brian Caffery - L. Chadwick - Leslie Cook
M. Coombes - Stephen Dobb - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Des Foy - Andrew Goodway
Colin Hawkyard - Jim Hornby - Clive Jones Wally Jones - Paddy Kirwan
Steve Littler - Paul Lowndes - Ashley McEwen - Alan McCurrie - Robert Marsden - Mick Morgan
Geoff Munro - Tom Naidole - David Nicholson - Tony Ogden - Denis O’Neil
Mike O’Rourke - Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - lan Sanderson - Paul Sherman
Alan Taylor - Mick Taylor - G. Vigo - Gary Walczak - Joe Warburton - Mike Worrall

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson. Club Doctor: Dr. |. Quereshi
Hon. Consultant Surgeon: Mr. M. Shafiq. Hon. Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle. Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Commercial Manager: Terry Conroy, 061-620 4870
Social Club Manager: J. Gallagher. Groundsman: J. Walker
Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine. Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K. R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980
Record transfer fee paid £18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
Record transfer fee received £11,002, 10s. from Workington for lke Southward Jan. 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 points v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21st, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of points scored Bernard Ganley 2,881
Most appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233. Since 1900 Alan Davies 182
CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 4 1963-64 and 1981-82
Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashite Cup Winners: . 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34

1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield Winners: 3 1975-76 and 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



[ WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY |

YOU will all have read by now of our Lifeline Appeal, but we would like to take this opportunity of
telling you more about it for the benefit of those supporters who were unable to be present with us at
the Queen Elizabeth Hall the other night.

First of all, we must pay tribute to the magnificent response we received. It warmed the hearts of
manager Frank Myler and the committee to see so many members and supporters packing the large
hall, and it certainly proved that there is a great deal of interest and enthusiasm in the town for the
Oldham club.

Very few clubs these days can continue to survive, let alone make progress, on turnstile receipts and
the clubs that do well over the next few years will be those which can surmount financial problems.
We estimate that nearly 1,000 supporters turned up at the crisis meeting and judging by their reaction
on the night they were more than eager to back the club to the hilt. Thankyou to everyone concerned.
Frank Myler earned loud cheers and applause when he outlined his views on buying and selling and his
ambitions for the club ““trophies on the sideboard’’.

We received, on the night, more than 600 pledges of support for our Lifeline scheme and it is now up
to us, as a club, to build on that foundation as quickly as possible in our bid to reach 2,000 members
of the Lifeline Society.

Members pay £2 per week and there will be a weekly draw for £1,000. You can, of course, share the
cost by taking out Lifeline membership between a few friends or workmates.

If the club is to succeed we are all in the fight together — committee, players, members, supporters
club, lottery agents. We all form what we know as the Oldham club and we are delighted to report that
the coaching and playing staff are leading from the front in the Lifeline Appeal.

A lot of work now has to be put in, not only in recruiting new Lifeline members, but in organising
collections from the different areas, and literally spreading the Lifeline gospel throughout our vast
catchment area that spreads from the edge of Manchester to Saddleworth and from Ashton-under-
Lyne to the Rochdale boundary.

If you are not a Lifeline member, could we please ask you to consider it. If you are, could you please
follow up your pledge of support by trying to recruit others who may be interested.

The response has been extremely encouraging so far as we have worked hard to build on what was a
highly-successful launch. To see the players mingling with the supporters in the Queen Elizabeth Hall
to “‘sell” the club and give it a future showed exactly what can be achieved if we all pull together for
the long-term benefit of the Oldham club.

Membership has also gone exceedingly well over the past few weeks and there was a late rush before
the Hunslet match which gave us our best returns for many seasons.

As this is only our second home game of the season it is still not too late to become a member if you
have not already done so.

This evening we welcome the Widnes club to Watersheddings and it is always a pleasure to act as hosts
to a club which, like Oldham, is one of the few remaining members clubs in the Rugby League.

There should be a great game in prospect and one which will wet the appetite for our first round
Burtonwood Brewery Lancashire Cup tie against Second Division Blackpool Borough here at
Watersheddings on Sunday.

We have not done too well in cup competitions over the last few years apart from our progress, under
Frank Myler, to the semi-final of the John Player Trophy two seasons ago. Since then, we have had a
few disappointments in the Lancashire Cup and the Challenge Cup, so let’s hope Sunday’s game
against Blackpool will be the start of better fortunes on the cup trails.

BRANCHES AT
12/14 ROCHDALE ROAD, OLDHAM
TEL: 061-624 2875

42 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM
TEL: 061-620 2447

758 OLDHAM ROAD, FAILSWORTH
TEL: 061-681 3316

Oldham OLl UG

g 2 The Market Place
Ted: O61-626 3471 (s umes)

AGENTS :
'he BRANCHES OPENING SOON AT

FOR
2 leeds 91 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD

PERMANENT 320 ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM
BUILDING SOCIETY 061-652 7229

HALIF Ax 1062 MIDDLETON R(_)AD WEST, CHADDERTON
BUILDING SOCIETY | 061-652 7228

Oldham Electrical
WHOLESALE LTD.
1/3 Peel Street, Chadderton, Oldham
Tel: 061-626 0990

SUPPLIERS TO THE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING TRADE

AND INDUSTRY

EXCELLENT DELIVERY SERVICE
COMPETITIVE PRICES

OPEN:- MONDAY- FRIDAY 8 a.m.-5 p.m. SATURDAY 8.30 a.m.-12 NOON
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7 'HISTORICAL NOTES ON
WIDNES by Tom Webb

BREWEX 1983 CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS
INTERNATIONAL
BOTTLED LAGER CHAMPIONSHIP

OLD timers will recall the tremendous contribution that John H. Smith of the Widnes Rugby Football
Club made to the game in general and to the Widnes club in particular. He played for the Chemics
from 1880 to 1891 inclusive which was before breakaway clubs left the Rugby Union to form the
Northern Union.

caHe became a Rugby Union referee when his playing days ended after bging the club captain. When
the Northern Union was formed he became a referee under the new body. As the Northern Union
played under Rugby Union rules for a couple of seasons referees and players had no difficulties in
making the transition.

J.H. Smith became the club treasurer after a spell on the committee of the club, then graduated to
secretary and later chairman. He was also representative on the Norther Union Council at the same
time that he was a leading referee in the game. He was a president of the Council just following the
turn of the century. When he resigned from the club committee in 1920 after 40 years with the club,
he was made a vice-president in recognition of his outstanding services to the Widnes club.

Another long serving official was R. Jones, a player in his youth who subsequently became club
chairman. After 26 years service with the Chemics he was made a life member. He died in June 1936 -
having helped to organise the Widnes tour of France a few months earlier. Unhappily he did not live to
see Widnes win the Rugby League Challenge Cup in 1936-37 but he had been there when Widnes
defeated the powerful St. Helens side in May 1930 at Wembley.

It was in 1930 that the club was threatened with the loss of their ground in Lowerhouse Lane. As
Widnes had earned money by their cup success, the officials began negotiations with the local Town
Council for the purchase of the ground. Efforts to raise the purchase price included a soccer game
between West Bromwich Albion and a “’Mersey-Widnes’’ team which raised a welcome sum of money,
The fund raisers led by Roland Robinson finally achieved the £3,250 necessary to buy the ground
which was helped by a 10% contribution to that sum by the Rugby League Council. From facing
extinction one year previously, the club was safely entrenched for its future successes.

In 1932-33 Jimmy Hoey became the first man in the history of the game to score in every one of
his club’s games during a season. His total was 84 goals and 21 tries. In those days penalty kicks at goal
were far fewer than today. Sometimes in his record making season he only had one shot at goal, He
also led the club try scorers. His contemporaries in that season included Walter Bradley, Harry Owen,
Tommy Shannon, George Stevens, Peter Topping and Billie Roberts. Paddy Douglas was just coming
to the end of his career and Tommy McCue was just claiming his place in the team.

The ground was named Naughton Park in honour of a former secretary, Tom Naughton who gave
valuable service to the club. There was a misconception that the brothers Naughton who played for
the club, three of them, gave their name to the but this was not so.

Jack O'Garra, one of two brothers who played for Widnes in due course became Mayor of Widnes
and he served on the club committee for some years. He had a great interest in amateur Rugby League
in the town.

Present day players have been in the forefront with Mick Burke, Joe Lydon, Tony Myler, Andy
Gregory, Mike O'Neill and Mick Adams going on tour to Australia, New Zealand and Papua-New
Guinea quite recently where they played against another Widnes favourite, Kevin Tamati who perf-
ormed well for New Zealand in the test matches.

Keith Elwell, the regular Widnes hooker since 1977 holds the world record for consecutive appear-
ances for a player in senior Rugby League with 239 stretching from May 1977 to October 1982. This
broke the previous record set up by Gilbert Austin of Hull Kingston Rovers which was set up sixty
years previously.

Jimmey Hoey was quite humorous and he “‘Scored’’ a try against Oldham in an abandoned game.
The referee ran up with Jimmy and pointed for a sliding try. As it happened Jimmy “‘scored’’ with a
clod of earth and the game was being played at the other end of the field.




WELCOME TO WIDNES

WIDNES come to Watersheddings this evening boasting the best trophy-winning record in the game
over the last few seasons.

In the past seven seasons, going back to 1977-8, they have won no fewer than ten major trophies
with success in every competition in which they have competed.

Under Frank Myler, now Oldham’s full-time general manager, they won their first league champion-
ship in 1978 and that was to launch them on a triumphant run that has made them Rugby League's
top team over the last few years.

Since 1978-79, they have won the Challenge Cup three.times at Wembly, lifted the Premiership
title three times, won the Lancashire Cup twice and the John Player Trophy once.

Despite the ever-constant threat of Hull K.R. and Hull, many good judges still regard Widnes as
the team to watch in the hunt for honours.

Like Liverpool in the soccer world, nothing seems to knock them off balance as they go on winning
trophies year after year despite changes on the coaching and playing staff. g

Indeed, there have been several such changes at Naughton Park since the end of last season when
young Joe Lydon inspired the Chemics to a brilliant Challenge Cup final victory over Wigan.

Soon afterwards, seven Widnes players were representing Great Britain in Australia — Mick Adams,
Mick Burke, Joe Lydon, Tony Myler, Andy Gregory, Mike O’Neill and John Basnett.

The Chemics possess one of the strongest all-round squads in the First Division, though two of
their finest stalwarts over the last decade - loose-forward Adams and stand-off or centre Eric Hughes -
have recently announced their retirements.

Prop Les Gorley has also decided to call it a day which means that Widnes have lost three of their
most experienced men.

There have also been changes behind the scenes. The great Vince Karalius continues as team
with Hughes having landed the coaching job to follow the Widnes tradition of appointing from within.
His right-hand man is another former Naughton Park stalwart of many successful cup campaigns, Mal
Aspey.

Bill Hartley, a former international athlete, is in charge of fitness and sprinting as the Chemics bid
to continue their fabulous run of success.

They began the 1984-5 season with a narrow win at Warrington, now coached by yet another
Widnes star of yesteryear, Reg Bowden. Missing from the Chemics line up at Wilderspool were Tony
Myler (knee), Joe Lydon (groin) and Mick Burke.

With that trio out, and Hughes, Adams and Gorley having retired, the team on the opening day of
the season included young full back David Lyon, Ralph Linton in the centre, David Hulme partnering
Gregory at half-back, John Myler at loose-forward, and Duncan Platt and Fred Whitfield on the bench.

Platt, another youngster, is the brother of Andy Platt, the St Helens forward, while David Lyon is
the son of the former Wigan forward Geoff Lyon.

Tony Myler will be out for a week or two yet, but Lydon is expected to be fit to return to the side
by now, so long as he suffered no setback in the match against Hull last weekend.

Gregory will be missing, however, because of holidays, but no matter who wears the black and
white of Widnes this evening you can rest assured they will have a well-drilled and thoroughly profess-
ional side on the meadow.

There has been much speculation that they might add to their playing strength by recruiting New
Zealand forwards Kurt Sorensen and Hugh McGahan.

They already have at Naughton Park one of New Zealand’s leading forwards in front-row man
Kevin Tamati, anchor man in a stong pack which also includes Steve and Mike O’Neill, the evergreen
Keith Elwell, and former Fulham and Salford forward John Wood.
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TIMBER PLYWOOD
HARDBOARD WINDOWS
DOORS MOULDINGS
ROOF INSULATION

Plus all your timber requirements

o.B TETLEY ALES

"~ OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Call in for a drink after the match

Full restaurant facilities 4.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m.

Private rooms available for weddings, etc.

Telephone: 061-624 0368
TETLEY 0.B. ALES




After the game,
haveanight [
on the town.

Oldham Brewery- c
Brewers of traditional Lancashire Ales.

ESGHAN

pacemakersin civil engineering

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone: 061-620 2115/6/7
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Harvey

Ashworth

(manchester Ltd.)

(CHAIRMAN OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE Football Club)
The Abattoir, River Park Road, Manchester 10
Tel: 061-223 2097

WILDBORES
RADIOS LTD.

4 HENSHAW STREET (opposite C&A’s)
OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7907
Branches at
76, Yorkshire Street, 141, Milnrow Road, (near Hornets)
Oldham and Rochdale

Boshers,

67, High Street,
Lees.

All leading makes of
DEO
Colour T.V. and Teletext

Ferguson Panasonic LT.T.

; Hitachi and Sharp.
Full stock of Music Centres/Rack Systems and Stereo Radio Cassettes






