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AUTOMATICS LTD

FRANKLIN IND ESTATE, FRANKLIN ST
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Tel: 061-665-2760/061-678-8057

OLDHAM

Red & White Hooped
Jerseys/Blue Shorts

1. Brian Caffery

2. Green Vigo

3. Mick Parrish

4. Des Foy

5. Mike Taylor

6. Paul Taylor

7. Paddy Kirwan

8. Wally Jones

9. Alan McCurrie
10. Mick Morgan
11. Andy Goodway
12. Mick Worral
13. Terry Flanagan
Subs:
14. T.B.A.
15. TBA.

HALIFAX

Todays MWifre
Matchball donated by

Fi 7 {5 2N

Chris Anderson
Mick O'Byrne
Malcolm Ager
Tony Anderson
Bob Hudson
Michael Hagan

EVENING Ron Ryan

Martin Bella
CHRONICLE Nigel Whitehouse

Keith Neller 10.
Steve Bond 11.
Bob Arnold 12.
Paul Langmack 13.
Subs:

TB.A. 14,

T.B.A. 15.
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Referee:
R. Whitfield (Widnes)
Touch Judges:
P. Oliver (Bolton)
D. Russell (Rochdale)

Today’s Oldham Team Sponsored by
YVONNE BUCKLEY

FRUIT & VEGETABLE WHOLESALERS
- 41 PALINWOOD ROAD, DELPH
NEXT MATCHES AT WATERSHEDDINGS

January 13th Oldham v Bradford
January 20th Oldham v Castleford
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RUGBY LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP
DIVISION ONE
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hey make 'em tough in Oldham.
M Trucks that tackle the opposition head on and beat them
hollow on our home ground.

Because they’re specifically designed for British
conditions: the mud and the slush, the hills and the motorways,
the rules and the regulations.

That’s why you’ll see the Big A out in front in all sorts of
tricky situations.

Seddon Atkinson. Born gEpDON ATKINSON
in Oldham. Bred for Britain. NOBODY CAN BEAT US ON OUR HOME GROUND.

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: R. Hatton
Chairman: H. V. Ashworth
Vice-Chairman: K. Potter
Treasurer: J. Hall
Committee: E. Bayliss, K. Broadbent, M. Greenway, R. Ogden, K. Potter, N. Tench, D. Walton
Hon. Architects: Hall, Needham Associates

Hon. Club Solicitor: A. J. Adler

General Manager: F. Myler
Hon. Secretary: F. Howarth, B.A.
Coaching Staff: Brian Gartland

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - K. Atkinson - |. Birkby - A. Bishop - Brian Caffery - L. Chadwick - Leslie Cook
M. Coombes - Stephen Dobb - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Des Foy - Andrew Goodway
Colin Hawkyard - Jim Hornby - Clive Jones Wally Jones - Paddy Kirwan
Steve Littler - Paul Lowndes - Ashley McEwen - Alan McCurrie - Robert Marsden - Mick Morgan
Geoff Munro - Tom Naidole - David Nicholson - Tony Ogden - Denis O'Neil
Mike O'Rourke - Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - lan Sanderson - Paul Sherman
Alan Taylor - Mick Taylor - G. Vigo - Gary Walczak - Joe Warburton - Mike Worrall

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson.
Hon. Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle. Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Commercial Manager: Terry Conroy, 061-620 4870
Social Club Manager: J. Gallagher. Groundsman: J. Walker
Asst. Groundsman: W Caine Official Time Keeper: J Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K. R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980
Record transfer fee paid £18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
Record transfer fee received _ £11,002, 10s. from Workington for Ike Southward Jan. 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 points v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21st, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of points scored Bernard Ganley 2,881
Most appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233. Since 1900 Alan Davies 182
CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64 and 1981-82
Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
- Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59

Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76 and 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80
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WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY

AS we ring in the New Year today we can all look back with a good deal of satisfaction on the
exciting events of 1984 which see us enter ‘85 as one of the leading teams i the Slalom Lager
championship.

Five of our players toured Down Under last summer — Ray Ashton, Terry Flanagan, Des Foy, Andy
Goodway and Mick Worrall — and our manager Frank Myler was out there as Great Britain coach.

It was while the tour was in progress that we were able to confirm Frank’s appointment to a
full-time managerial appointment at Watersheddings as soon as the tourists returned home in August.

Since then we have made steady progress both on the field and off it and we can surely look
forward to 1985 as a year in which we can continue to move forward in the right direction towards our
goal of winning trophies and proving that we are one of the best teams and clubs in the Rugby League.

Our record on the field speaks for itself. You have only to look at the Slalom Lager championship
table to see how well we have done. There were disappointments in the Lancashire Cup and the
second round of the John Player Special Trophy when we lost at Hull (though it is no disgrace to lose
there), but who would have tipped us to be one of the First Division pace-setters at the start of the
season?

Off the field there have been several significant events, not least the appointment of Frank Myler
followed by the successful launching of the Lifeline Appeal Fund and, more recently, the signing of the
£35,000 major sponsorship deal with Seddon Atkinson.

Yes, we have good reason to remember ‘84 with pleasure and pride but that does not mean that
any of us — and that means you as members as well as the committee, manager, coaching staff and
players — can afford to rest on our laurels.

Events on the field are in the hands of the manager, coach Brian Gartland and the players, so, as
supporters, it is backing the off-field activities that you can help out best and support your club in a
practical way.

The 7,500 crowd for the Hull K.R. game was very pleasing indeed, yet sadly our next home match
attracted less than half that figure and most fair-minded people would take the view that we have done
enough this season to warrant a better crowd than that.

We have a terrific away following, but it is still proving hard work to attract crowds of 5,000 unless
the opposition bring good support with them and the match can boast a special appeal.

Perhaps it would help if you, the loyal and trusted supporter, could try and encourage a friend or
workmate to come with you. That is one practical way to help. You can also join the £2-a-week Lifeline
Society, or the Ambassador Club, volunteer to sell tickets for the lottery, or merely use the Social Club
as your local. ;

There are many ways in which you can play your part and do your bit towards making 1985 a very
special year for Oldham R.L.F.C., and we feel confident we can rely on you to do it.

We still have eight home league matches to come, including today's game against Halifax, and
they include some of the most attractive games in the programme such as Hull, St. Helens, Bradford
Northern, Wigan, Castleford and Leeds.

Bradford, with try-scoring machine Ellery Hanley, are here on January 13th followd by Castleford
on January 20th. February 3rd, the Sunday before the first round of the Challenge Cup, sees the
star-spangled Hull side come to town, while St. Helens with Mal Meninga will be here on March 10th.

Wigan, with exciting Australians Brett Kenny and John Ferguson, are due at Watersheddings on
April 8th, while the match against Leeds, who will be able to include Aussie Test winger Eric Grothe
among their batch of Down Under men, has still to be re-arranged, having been postponed on
December 23rd because of Leeds’ involvement in the John Player Special Trophy quarter-finals.

All that is not even to consider the Silk Cut Challenge Cup, the first round draw for which is due to
be made soon. We should have four wonderful months of Rugby League football from now until the end
of the season. 3

Let's raise our glasses to ‘85, therefore, and trust that we enjoy just as much success in the second
part of the season as we did in the first.

SURVEYORS WALUERS  ESTATE AGENTS  AUCTIONEERS

2 The Market Place
Oidham OLI 1JG
Tel: 061-626 3471 (s unes)
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PERMANENT
BUILDING SOCIETY

HALIFAX

BUILDING SOCIETY

BRANCHES AT

12/14 ROCHDALE ROAD, OLDHAM
TEL: 061-624 2875

42 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM
TEL: 061-620 2447

758 OLDHAM ROAD, FAILSWORTH
TEL: 061-681 3316

BRANCHES OPENING SOON AT
91 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD

320 ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM
061-652 7229

1062 MIDDLETON ROAD WEST, CHADDERTON
061-652 7228

Oldham Electrical
WHOLESALE LTD.

1/3 Peel Street, Chadderton, Oldham
Tel: 061-626 0990

SUPPLIERS 10 THE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING TRADE
AND INDUSTRY

EXCELLENT DELIVERY SERVICE
COMPETITIVE PRICES

- OPEN:- MONDAY- FRIDAY 8 a.m.-5 p.m. SATURDAY 8.30 a.m.-12 NOON
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THE HOME
TEAM

Slalom Lager
Voted the quld’s Best

Trade enquiries:
Spearhead, Tel: 01-828-3443 ¥

HISTORICAL NOTES ON
HALIFAX __by Tom Webb

| am indebted to Mr Robert Gate of Halifax for these notes which have been taken
mainly from his informative articles in the Halifax programmes over the past few years.
Robert and | have been exchanging Rugby League information for many years and we are
both foundation members of the Rugby League Record Keepers’ Club.

In season 1936-37 on New Year's Day, 17,000 people assembled for the Halifax v
Leeds game in which George Nepia, the famous Maori full-back made his debut. George
signed for the Thrum Hall club from Streatham & Mitcham as did his fellow Maori Charlie
Smith. The London club folded and as Halifax had only played one fixture against the South
London side, the two match points were awarded to Halifax for the unfulfilled fixture.

That season Halifax lost to Warrington at home by 26-0, after playing a scoreless draw
at Wilderspool earlier in the season. This was the worst defeat by Thrum Hall since Wigan
won 34-3 in 1930-31. b

Hubert Lockwood the full-back scored 54 goals and he was club captain. Later he
joined the Huddersfield board and as their representative on the Rugby League Council
became Council Chairman from 1970 to 1972. What was mosr remarkable was that his
father had been Council Chairman in 1945-46. It is worth noting in passing that Halifax
provided three other Council Chairmen over the years, Messrs. J. Nicholl, W. J. Lingard and
C. E. Horsfall while the late Harry Womersley also occupied the position although when so
honoured he had left the Halifax board to join the Bradford Northern directorate.

Incidentally George Nepia led the Halifax try scorers with 14 from 13 games in
1936-37, with Jack Treen 11 and Jack Watson 10, the only other players to reach double
figures.

Jumping to 1944-45 which was the last season of the War Emergency League, Halifax
played 38 games winning 30, losing 5, drawing 2 with 1 game being abandoned. Of those
games 10 were played in the Yorkshire Challenge Cup which were played on a two-leg
basis. Wakefield, Batley, Bradford Northern, Wigan and Hunslet were met and nine wins
were recorded, Bradford forcing a draw in the remaining game. Wigan, Oldham, St. Helens
and Barrow the only Lancashire clubs functioning were admitted into the wartime
Yorkshire Cup competitions.

In the Rugby League Challenge Cup, also played on a two-leg basis, Halifax accounted
for Castleford, Wigan (losing one of the games with Wigan but winning on aggregate
scores) and Dewsbury before losing again on aggregate to Huddersfield in the semi-final
when both clubs won on their own grounds.

The 1944-45 Championship top four play off saw Halifax defeat Wakefield Trinity in the
semi-final, only one game being played, and then a home win over Bradford Northern in the
first leg of the final 9-2 raised the club hopes. These however were dashed when Northern
won 24-11 at Odsal to take the trophy with a combined score of 26-20.

Friend Taylor who also played for Oldham scored 38 goals, followed by Hubert
Lockwood 24 and Jack Ingham 19, with Mel Meek, iater the coach at Huddersfield leading
the try scorers with 13 which exceeded the tries scored by Tommy McCue (guesting from
Widnes), Irving Hudson and Arthur Bassett who held joint second place with 11 tries.

In the 1944-45 league tourney Halifax only played 17 games including an abandoned
match while their cup exploits plus the championship play-off accounted for the remaining
21 games.

It was a great season, Yorkshire Cup winners, runners-up in the League and semi-
finalists in the Challenge Cup.




|  WELCOME TO HALIFAX

NEW-LOOK Halifax come to Watersheddings today, for the first fixture of 1985, with
far-reaching changes having been made both on the field and behind the scenes since our
last clashes in the First Division. j

The blue-and-whites from Thrum Hall won promotion at the end of last season and
have certainly been the most successful side of the four that came up, earning some
victories that have made the whole of the Rugby League sit up and take note.

Early last summer Harrogate business man David Brook, a Halifax man by birth, took
over as Club President and immediately set off for Australia to follow Great Britain on the
tour which was sponsored by his firm, Modern Maintenance Products.

He returned with a large contingent of Australians in a bid to give Halifax the strength
in depth needed to survive the club’s first season in the First Division. There are now 13
men from Down Under on the Halifax books and no fewer than nine of them played at Hull
shortly before Christmas.

In mid-December coach Colin Dixon and Halifax parted company and in as coach came
another Australian — test star Chris Anderson, who toured here with the 1978 and 1982
Kangaroos, and who had previously played for Widnes in a Challenge Cup final at Wembley.

This time Anderson came to England to play with Hull K.R., but he accepted Halifax’s
invitation to suceed Dixon at Thrum Hall where the Aussies have become an influential
force.

Thefirst to arrive was 18-year-old scrum-half Kevin Moore, son of the Australian team
manager Peter Moore, but it would be fair to say that the trio who have made the biggest

impact are half-backs Ron Ryan and Mike Hagan and loose-forward Paul Langmack, who is -

widely tipped as a future loose-forward star for Australia.

Ryan and Hagan, both youngsters, have been likened to Halifax's most famous half-
back pair in post-war football, Ken Dean and Stan Kielty, who ripped defences apart in the
great Halifax side of the early and mid-1950's.

Ryan is 20 and comes from Sydney club, Balmain. He is said to be a player of
exceptional pace.

Hagan, only 19, can play in either half-back spot. At the time of writing he was Halifax’s
leading try scorer with seven — one more than his partner Ryan.

He also comes from Sydney where he plays for Canterbury Bankstown, whom he
represented as substitute in the recent Sydney Grand Final which Canterbury narrowly
won against a Parramatta side that included our two Australians, Paul Taylor and Chris
Phelan.

Langmack, aged 19, played for Canterbury in that final on Sydney Cricket Ground and
is now established as his club’s senior loose-forward despite his tender years.

He has progressed from schoolboy Rugby League to first-grade in two years which is
an enormous achievement in the Sydney League.

Other Aussies to look out for are left-centre Tony Anderson and left-wing Bob Hudson,
another 19-year-old, and both from Queensland where they represent the Eastern Suburbs
club in Brisbane.

Yet another Eastern Suburbs man is a big prop Martin Bella (20), while his fellow
front-row man, Keith Neller (22) is also from Brisbane, but from the Valleys club.

In the second-row could be the most experienced of all the Australians, 26-year-old
Bob Arnold, from Valleys, while player-coach Chris Anderson could himself turn out in one

_ of several positions, with full-back perhaps the most likely spot for him.

Continued on page 14
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‘Stockists of

TIMBER PLYWOOD
HARDBOARD WINDOWS
DOORS MOULDINGS
ROOF INSULATION

Plus all your timber requirements

O.B TETLEY ALES

" OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Call in for a drink after the match

Full restaurant facilities 4.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m.

Private rooms available ior weddings, etc.

Telephone: 061-624 0368
TETLEY O.B. ALES







