hey make ’em tough in Oldham.
B Tyycks that tackle the opposition head on and beat them
hollow on our home ground.

Because they’re specifically designed for British
conditions: the mud and the slush, the hills and the motorways,
the rules and the regulations.

That’s why you'll see the Big A out in front in all sorts of
tricky situations.

Seddon Atkinson. Born gsEpDON ATKINSON
in Oldham Bred fOr Britain_ _lls_lODY CAN BEAT US ON OUR HOME GROUND.
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CHAMPIONSHIP
- DIVISION ONE




Timber Wallboard

A Ironmongery

OLDHAM Scottfield Ashton Rd.

for TIMBER & WALLBOARD 061-652 7421
for BUILDERS MERCHANTS 061-626 4345

BOLTON Millfield Rd. Breightmet Bolton 384867
SALE Glebelands Rd. 061-969 7543

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

President: R. Hatton
Chairman: H.V. Ashworth
Vice-Chairman: R. Ogden
Treasurer: J Hall |
Committee: E. Bayliss, K. Broadbent, M.R. Greenway, R. Ogden, K. Potter, M.A. Richardson,
M. Cullen
Hon. Architects: Hall, Needham Associates
Hon. Club Solicitor: A.J. Adler
General Manager: F. Myler
Hon. Secretary: F. Howarth, B.A.
Coaching Staff: B. Gartland

Professional Playing Staff
A. Alexander, R. Ashton, K. Atkinson, I. Birkby, A. Bishop, B. Caffery, L. Casey, L. Chadwick, C.
Chisnall, L. Cook, S. Dobb, J. Edwards, T. Flanagan, D. Foy, C. Hawkyard, D. Hobbs, C. Jones, W.
Jones, P. Kirwan, P. Lord, P. Lowndes, A. McCurrie, R. Marsden, M. Morgan, P. Morris, A. Morrison,
G. Munro, T. Nadiole, D. Nicholson, S. Ogburn, T. Ogden, G. Owen, M. Parrish, S. Patterson, I.
Sanderson, P. Sherman, A. Taylor, M. Taylor, D. Topliss, G. Walczak, M. Worrall.

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr. H. Thompson, Mr. D. Walker
Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle : Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Commercial Managers: J.B. Bostock, M. Morgan
Social Club Manager: J. Gallagher : Groundsman: J. Walker
Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine : Official Time Keeper: J. Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record victory 67-6 against Liverpool City, April 1959
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K.R., September 1978
Record attendance 28,000 v. Huddersfield, February 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v. Wakefield, 24th February 1980

Record transfer fee paid £40,000 to Featherstone for David Hobbs, February 1985
Record transfer fee received

Record try scorer Reg Farrar, 49 tries, 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1957/58 season

Record point scorer Bernard Ganley, 28 points v. Liverpool City, April 1959

First game October 21st, 1876 v. Stalybridge
Highest number of points scored Bernard Ganley, 2,881
Most appearances Joe Ferguson, 685
Most tries Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233. Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182

CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64 and 1981-82
Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99, 1924-25 and 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,

1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59

Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76 and 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



[ WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY

ALL good things come to an end...and our run of nine consecutive games without defeat finished at Hull
KR last Sunday in the second round of the John Player Special Trophy.

But didn’t our boys put up a magnificent show? To lose 8-7 at Craven Park with only 12 men in the
second half was a terrific achievement and all the more creditable when you consider that we came so
close to winning in the late stages.

Even in defeat, therefore, a pat on the back is in order for all the players who took part and you can
rest assured that the players are determined to build on their experience in the three remaining com-
petitions that are open to us — the championship, the Challenge Cup and the Premiership.

Over the past two months, of course, we have enjoyed a marvellous run of success, but the irony of
it was that seven of the games in the unbeaten run were away from home.

This put a tremendous drain on the finances, as you will have read in the press, and we have now
reached the stage where every penny is important so that we can try and maintain the very high
standards we have set, not only for the rest of this season but for next season and the year after that.

If you are a keen fan you may very well ask yourself...how can | help?

Right. Here are several ways in which you can do your bit for the club you support. You won’t be
able to contribute to all of them but, depending on your time and your circumstances, you can perhaps
find something from the following ideas to appeal to you.

1. It goes without saying that we need your support on match days — all the more so now to make up for
that run of 10 away games out of the last 12. But as well as coming along yourself, try to bring a friend, a
colleague, or a neighbour, or merely encourage others to come from the people you meet in your day-to-
day life.

2. The lottery is a vital source of income. It would be greatly appreciated if you could volunteer to sell a
few tickets each week. Failing that, you can do your bit by buying a ticket when asked or buying one
from your local outlet — possibly a shop or public house.

3. The Lifeline Appeal is also a great way of helping the club and at the same time giving yourself a
chance of winning £1,000 every week. It costs £2 per week, but many fans have a syndicate of four at 50p
a week only. As well as bidding for the £1,000 a week there are many other benefits, such as free use of
the multi-gym and fitness club, the use of match-day facilities in the social club, etc, etc. Last week, for
instance, we had a make-up and beauty demonstration for the Ladies.

4. The social club is not only open on match days but on every night of the week. As Oldham RL fans let's
use it as our local, meet regularly with our rugby friends, chat about the match and the players, and all in
the knowledge that at the same time we are spending money with the club and helping it maintain its
standards.

5. The Ambassador Club is another money-raising venture which has attractive cash prizes every month.

6. We will be appreciative of any interest-free loans from £50 upwards which we can use to offset the
overdraft. Donors can withdraw their money whenever they want. It will always be available. But in the
meantime it could save the club a lot of money.

Some fans may be saying already that we are only moaning again. We are not moaning. We are
merely asking for your support in real terms because without that support we will find it difficult to keep
pace with our chief rivals, most of whom are limited companies with boards of directors.

We will never get the crowds they get at Wigan and as the strong get stronger and the weak get
weaker we have to try and ensure that we keep up with the leading pack. ‘

We are in the entertainment business, and these days people want value for their money in their
leisure time and they also want to see the best. They do not want to watch second-grade stuff.

Financially, the time has come when it must be a question of all hands to the pump. Your generous
support — however small or great — will be deeply appreciated in the knowledge that we, as the club
management, have a responsibility to repay that generosity by putting a side on the field which the
supporters and the town can be proud to call their own.

We believe we have that team now...but to keep it that way in the foreseeable future we need YOU!
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BE SURE! QUALITY, QUANTITY AND PRICE FROM

FOR TIMBE

HEAD OFFICE: SHAW ROAD, OLDHAM
TELEPHONE: 061-652 5421/2

TIMBER, PLYWOOD, HARDBOARD, BLOCKBOARD
DOORS, MOULDINGS, MANY OTHER LINES

BRANCHES AT
SALE MANCHESTER ROCHDALE
Glebelands Road Oldham Road Crawford Street
Sale Ancoats Rochdale
061-973 9578 061-834 8505 Rochdale 47208
OLDHAM BURY ASHTON
Cromford Street Bright Street Oxford Street East
Oldham Bury Ashton-u-Lyne
061-620 2128 061-761 6416 061-308 3746

HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.
WHOLESALE BUTCHERS

STALL No. 25 - 26
THE ABATTOIR,
RIVER PARK ROAD,
MANCHESTER M10.

Telephone: 061-223 2097




WEARETHE
CHAMPIONS

AWARD WINNING LAGERS FROM THE SLALOM TEAM.

1976 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP. Slalom Lager - voted best overall lager
1976 BREWEX GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager - voted best draught lager Class |
1978 B.B.I-AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager - for bottled lager
1978 B.B:I. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D - voted best bottled lager — Diat Beer Class
1978 BB.|. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA  Slalom D= voted best bottled lager - Extra Strong Class
1980 BREWEX SILVER MEDAL. Slalom Lager — for draught lager
1982 B.B.I AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Export Lager
1983 -BREWEX BRONZE MEDAL Slalom D draught lager
1983 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS. Voted best international bottled lager
1983 BREWEX MEDAL AND DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager — Best in Class One for bottled lager
1983 BB.| AWARDS GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager ~ First in Class for bottled lager
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL. Slalom D - for bottled lager
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE. Slalom International
Strong Lager — for bottled lager
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE. Slalom D - for bottled lager
1983.B.B.. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE. Slalom Lager
for. packaging and bottle dress
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. Gold Medal with Palm Leaves
and Certifficate  Slalom International - for bottled lager

1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. Gold Medal and Certificate.
Slalom D - for bottled lager.

1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID Gold Medal and Certificate
Slalom Lager ~ for bortled tager
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Matthew Brown ric PO Box 5 Lion Brewery Blackburn
BB1 5NH Telephone: (0254) 52471 Telex 635769
Brewers and contract bottlers.

WIRED FOR SOUND by Sam Shepherd
Senior Referees’ Assessor R.F.L.

The computer age, and yet another American influence have entered Rugby
League.

In a game between Balmain and South Sydney, early in the season, the referee
was fitted with a device that enabled him to transmit his voice directly to television
and explain any controversial refereeing decisions. It is an innovation that has been
used in the American Gridiron matches for some time. The referee carried the
equipment in specially designed pockets in his shorts and collar.

The shorts contained a transmitter and an off/on toggle that guaranteed no
“unwanted noises,’’ swearing etc., would reach viewers.

The general manager of the N.S.W. Rugby League explained that it was
intended purely for.the purposes of television, and also an-additionatbenus for the
crowd on grounds where a big television screen was provided.

He argued that a lot of people get confused with referees’ decisions, and that
this would help to eliminate controversy.

The referee who acted as the first ‘‘guinea-pig’’ said that he could see
advantages in the system, but he could also envisage serious disadvantages — what
if the switch was left on at the wrong moment? Would we hear what the players said
to each other? or to the referee?

Many of us have seen our own referees carry the “’black box'’ strapped to his
waist, in order that his heart rate can be monitored and his reactions to varying
situations on the field, noted. On these match days, the referee is ‘“wired up’’ at
home hours before the match, and indeed, referees have had their heart rates tested
during their normal employment, and on training runs, so that a comparison can be
made with their performance on match days.

If the Australian idea were to be introduced here, one can imagine the reason
for a decision being relayed to the announcer, and from him to the spectators.

Does the technological buck stop here? And if so, where will it all £1d?
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WELCOME TO SALFORD

SALFORD, our visitors today, come to Watersheddings as one of the sides that were promoted at the
end of last season.

The management at the Willows, plus coaches Kevin Ashcroft and Tom Grainey, have worked hard
to put together a side that can hold its own in the first division, and they are striving hard on the field to
justify it.

We won at the Willows during our unbeaten run of nine matches but that alone does not entitle us to
believe that Salford will be easy opposition at Watersheddings today.

Indeed, that is something they will certainly not be and it is worth recalling that only recently the
Reds beat Hull KR at the Willows in what was a remarkable achievement.

Several of the Salford players have Oldham connections of one description or another.

Scrum-half Darren Bloor is an Oldham lad, who has played here many times for the St Anne’s
amateur club.

Steve Herbert, at prop, was an Oldham player for many years until he departed here for Barrow and
has now arrived at Salford.

David Major, in the second-row, is the son of one of our former players, Harry Major, and he did in
fact attract our attention before he turned pro for Salford some years ago.

Kieron O'Loughlin in the centre needs no introduction for he is one of the most experienced inside
backs in the game and a player with Great Britain international honours.

Clive Griffiths, on the wing, came north to St Helens from Welsh RU which makes him a topical
player in view of Bradford's link with the current Welsh RU scrum-half Terry Holmes.

Itis interesting to note that, while Griffiths was reported to be a record £25,000 Union signing a few
- years ago, Holmes is now reported to be getting between £80,000 and £ 100,000 over the next three years.
How times change!

Perhaps Salford’s biggest strength lies at half-back where Bloor has been getting rave notices in
partnership with Australian star Noel Baker.

Baker was voted Sydney's top stand-off last season Down Under and he had a splendid game when
we won at the Willows. He is an astute passer of the ball, who works the run-around intelligently with his
centres. He is also an excellent tactical kicker and has become renowned for his kicks and chases which
often produce tries.

Another Aussie is found in the second-row. He is Brian Battese, a big forward from Sydney, who by
all accounts had a good game in their John Player Trophy defeat at Hull last Sunday.

Loose-forward John Pendlebury is another player who needs no introduction, having played for
Wigan for several seasons and appearing for them at Wembley.

A team like this will represent a hard challenge to our boys after their efforts at Hull KR last Sunday,
so to all Oldham fans on the terraces we urge you to get behind our side in this our first home game for
several weeks.

Indeed, we have not played at home since October so we have a lot to make up for both in terms of
crowd figures and volume of support for the team.

Salford could line up something like this: Fletcher; Marsh, O’Loughlin, Byrne, Griffiths; Baker,
Bloor; Herbert, Moylan, Disley, Battese, Major, Pendlebury.

LIFE LINE

MEMBERSHIP OPEN
PLEASE CONTACT
LES BOSTOCK — MICK MORGAN
626 4501
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pacemakersin civil engineering

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone: 061-620 2115/6/7

We can keep you warm
up EVEREST

So we can at “Sheddings”
See our range of OUTDOOR CLOTHING,
THERMAL WEAR, DUVET JACKETS,
WATERPROOF-WAXED COTTON
WEAR, BOOTS, SOCKS, GLOVES,
SWEATERS, HATS,
THERMOFLEECE JACKETS

PEGASUS SPORTS
For all your worldwide

15/17 Court Street, Uppermill travel needs.
Tel: Saddleworth 70653 Computerised Bucket Shop
Airline Fares.

TRY US FOR THE RIGHT TACKLE ABTA 35207.

Hollinwood
Travel Bureau

688 Manchester Road,
Hollinwood, Oldham
Tel: 061-681 1859
Tel: 061-682 6988




Matthew Brown %

Brewers of
traditional beers
forover150years

PARTRIDGE

Constantine Street

Matthew Brown Oldham

THE Your Hosts
SHEPHERDS || NEIL & GLENDA
BOY E=

Bar Snacks available

Huddersﬁek.i Road
Oldham

Your Hosts

COLIN & NORMA

Bar Snacks available

OF WALES

Spencer Street

Oldham
Your Hosts
WARREN
& NORMA

Bar Snacks available

BRIAN BATI-Y Daily Mail

Welcome back, chaps! That is the general reaction to the decision to allow the
amateur clubs back in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup competition this season.

This time we have two clubs coming in with the encouraging news that more
clubs could be taking part in future seasons.

This will depend on how the feeling is when next year’s annual general meeting
takes place. It would be great to see even more amateur clubs taking part in this
premier competition.

Maurice Oldroyd, the national administrator of the British Amateur Rugby
League Association, could not disguise his delight at the re-admission of clubs.

They will be playing for the first time since 1981, the year when Pilkington Recs
were beaten 18-7 by York in front of a crowd of 6,000.

‘This is one of the most progressive decisions in the history of the game,’
claimed Oldroyd. The opportunity is now there for every one of our 500 clubs to
qualify for the most important knock-out competition in the world.

This seasons two sides will come from the winners of the Lancashire, Cumbria
and Yorkshire competitions among the amateurs.

It has long been a tradition for these clubs to participate in the Challenge Cup
since they were in the first competition in 1896-7 but they have missed out a lot in
recent seasons.

The last instance of an amateur side removing a professional team from the
Cup was in 1909 when Beverley defeated Ebbw Vale, who had finished eighth in the
League that season.

Since then there have been some high scoring reverses for the amateurs but
also some mighty close encounters as Castleford once experienced to their cost
against the mighty Pilkington Recs side.

But the recognition for the efforts of BARLA is sound reward and certainly not
overdue.
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