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HALIFAX RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB LTD.
The pavilion, Thrum Hall, Halifax HX1 4TL.  Tel Halifax 61026.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman: S. Ackroyd President: D. Brook Sec/General Manager: A. Beevers
K. Balmforth, P. G. Cooper, Asst. Sec.: B. P. Kearns
Representative to R.L. Council: S. Ackroyd
Representative to Yorkshire County R.L. Committee: K. Balmforth
Representative to Yorkshire Senior Management: A. Beevers
Representative to Alliance Competition: P. Cooper
Team Manager: C. Anderson
Assistant Coach: J. Scroby
Colts Coach: G. Slattery
Colts Secretary: A. Beevers
Club Doctor: S. Thornber
Physiotherapist: A. Sutton
Timekeeper: A. Hardcastle
Groundstaff: N. Arber, P. Coventry, S. Hardy, I. Kelly
Club Promotions Dept: D. Tomlinson, R. Murphy

HALIFAX R.L.F.C. HONOURS

Championship Play-off (inaugurated Season 1906-07)
Winners: 1906-07, 1964-65
Beaten Finalists: 1952-53 1953-54, 1955-56, 1965-66, 1985-86
Division One Champions: 1902-03, 1985-86
War League: Beaten Finalists: 1942-43, 1944-45
Challenge Cup (inaugurated Season 1896-97):
Winners: 1902-03, 1903-04, 1930-31, 1938-39
Beaten Finalists: 1920-21, 1940-41, 1941-42, 1948-49, 1953-54, 195556
Yorkshire Cup (inaugurated Season 1905-06):
Winners: 1908-09, 1944-45, 1954-55, 1955-56, 1963-64
Beaten Finalists: 1905-06, 1907-08, 1941-42, 1979-80
Yorkshire League (inaugurated Season 1907-08, abolished after Season 1969-70):
Winners: 1908-09, 1920-21, 1952-53, 1953-54, 1955-56, 1957-58
Runners-up: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1949-50, 1950-51, 1954-55, 1964-65
Yorkshire Senior Competition (predecessor of Yorkshire League, in operation Seasons 189596 to 1901-02):
Runners-up: 1985-96, 1900-01
Eastern Division Championship (operational during Seasons 1962-63 and 1963-64):
Winners: 1963-64
John Player Trophy (inaugurated Season 1971-72):
Winners: 197172

CLUB RECORDS
Attendance: 29,153 v Wigan, March 1959
Record Victory: 78-0 v Hunslet (away) 1972-73
Record Defeat: 64-0 v Wigan, 1921-22
Most Goals in a season: 147 Tuss Griffiths, 1955-56
Most Tries in a season: 48 John Freeman, 1956-57
Most Points in a season: 297 Tuss Griffiths 1955-56
Most Goals in a match: 8 Keith Williams v Dewsbury 1957-58
Most Points in a match: 31 Bruce Burton v Hunslet 197273
Most Goals in a career: 1028 Ronnie James
Most Tries in a career: 290 John Freeman
Most Points in a career: 2191 Ronnie James
Most Career appearances: 482 Stan Kelly

Life Members: A. Brown, J. P. Feather, J. R. Hargreaves, K. Hargreaves, H. Lockwood, E. Lingard, S. White,
D. Pilling, J. Parker, B. G. Tate, E. Daniels, Ches Turczak.

Our front row

can tackle
almost anything.

Every branch of Barclays has some 300
services to offer you.
So call in whenever you have a financial problem;
from investments to insurance.
And let our front row help sort it out.
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the Rugby League Championship and Premiership.

WELCOME TO OLDHAM

Twelve months ago almost to the day, Halifax met Oldham
in their first home League match of season 1985-86. It
would have been hard to convince many of the 3,967
people present that day that within a few months both
clubs would have sampled life at the top of Division One,
for the match was a rather uninspiring 12 - 12 draw.

Oldham subsequently slipped away from top spot last
season to finish a disappointing ninth, but there is great
potential at the club which just missed out on a Wembley
appearance when they made a mess of their Semi-final
encounter with Castleford.

Aussie centre Gary Warnecke will be back this season, to
be joined by countrymen Gary Bridge and heavyweight
prop Bruce “Bruiser” Clark as replacements for David
Liddiard and Mal Graham. Coach Frank Myler also has at
his disposal Moroccan flyer Hussein M’Barki, another of
the growing band of overseas players excluded from the
ridiculous quota. There are quality Englishmen too in such
as scrum-half Ray Ashton, centre Des Foy, and forwards
Terry Flanagan and ex-Featherstone Rover David Hobbs.

Both teams today will be anxious to go one better than
twelve months ago, but as was seen on that occasion,
today’s result will not necessarily be a pointer to how the
respective teams will fare in the coming eight months.




YORKSHIRE

All the President’s Men - From the President’s Pen

Welcome to a brand new season. | am talking, of course, about our official Home League
Programme.

The Bank Holiday meant that | wrote this “patter” before the Charity Shield and Featherstone games
but | am going to stick my neck out and predict that we might well have won them both.

Down Under Means Up and Over

Obviously the Australian/Thrum Hall connection continues this year - and with a vengeance. As you
know, itis the “big year” in British Rugby League with the forthcoming Test Series with the mighty
Kangeroos on their 4 Yearly visit. Many of our old friends like Peter Moore and Ross Livermore will
be with them and | know that when they come to Thrum Hall on the 29th October you will make them
extremely welcome - even if they get a hot reception on the field. Who knows, there might even be
one or two ex-Halifax players in their ranks (Paul Langmack is being widely tipped for a berth and
Cavill Heugh is a distinct possibility). We, of course, shall have Chris Anderson and Graham Eadie
who can muster 32 Kangeroo Caps between them and | don’t need to remind anyone of the
Australian influence on our Club’s fortunes over the past two years - nor that Grant Rix and Keith
Neller will also be here.

Graham arrives on 27th August and will probably have played for the Blue and Whites before you
read this. We are at the mercy of the Brisbane Premiership in terms of Grant and Keith - and the trou-
ble when one is signing successful players is that they invariably play for winning teams. In the mid
season Woolworths Competition Wynnum Manley played Valleys in the Final and their Premiership
could be a repetition. If that happens, regrettably, Grant and Keith will not be with us until the 23rd
September. Their first game, therefore, will be against Warrington at Thrum Hall. However, theyare
currently lying joint third so we could be seeing them a week earlier which would make their debut
against St Helens at Knowsley Road - but | don’t believe in “willing” any friends of Halifax to lose.

Whenever they play | am confident that, given the usual teething troubles - and please be patient-all
this year's Australians will prove as successful and popular as those in the past. | loved Joe Kilroy's
flair, Martin Bella’s strength, Cavill’s incredible running onto the ball and, of course, the inimitable
Robbo spirit but | still think, given the young side we had in 84/85, that Keith is, pound for pound, the
best Forward to come to Halifax. He played every minute of every game during that season and has
come on by leaps and bounds in the last two years at Valleys. | think of all the people who have been
to Halifax he is the only one who, since being here, has never played for his Reserve Team at home
and he is, of course, currently Captain of Valleys.

The only question mark with Graham is, of course, his lack of match practice. He is still younger than
three members of the current Halifax Championship winning team and when, notice | do not say if,
he strikes form he will be simply “The Greatest”. | wanted Grant Rix two years ago when | was
chasing my young Australians but Ross Strudwick explained he was too precious to his Brisbane
Club - and too expensive. Now that there is a Quota he has been made available - unless, of course,
he is picked for Australia - and we shall be seeing at Thrum Hall a young man who is often described
in the Brisbane Media as “the next Wally Lewis”.

Red, White and Blue

However, totally unbiased as | am nowadays, | predict that we have one or two players at Halifax
who will force their way into the reckoning for the forthcoming Test Series. Neil James has already
been “Capped” and once Roy Dickinson gets to full fitness and “steam” he could well regain the
place he gained two years ago. Maurice Bamford rates him highly even if Peter Fox did not. Paul
Dixon s, | predict, going to be a revelation this season. He could well come into contention and, on a
winning team, even men like Wilf George, Seamus McCalion and Colin Whitfield might be “there or
thereabouts.

So, the new season carries the prospect of wonderful excitement and some great Rugby League
Football. | conclude with the comment by Chris Anderson the week before the season started. When
asked whether he was worried that people would “come at” us because we were now a recognised
top side, he replied “No - I'm not worried, because we are a Top side”.

The Top Side

That's the kind of confidence we need and | don't think it is misplaced. Please continue to exercise
your lungs and give our top side that wonderful support which is becoming well known throughout
the game. Here's to success for you and Halifax in 1987/87.




MAYFIELD

Queens Road Halifax (0422) 67711

THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED TO KNOW
FOR MOTORING IN CALDERDALE

BECAUSE WE'RE No. 1 FOR

SERVICE
REPAIRS
PARTS

RECOVERY

MAINFIAT - CITROEN
DEALERS - WITHA GOOD
SELECTION OF USED CARS
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

FIAT'S No. 1 U.K. SERVICE
CENTRE - WITH FULLY
EQUIPPED MECHANICAL AND
BODY REPAIR WORKSHOPS.
GENUINE FIAT CITROEN
PARTS DEPT

!éy\FﬂEEJ---.
,11. 24Hour Phone Halifax
Recovery 56569

Service

Budget Rent-a-Car - for all car
and light commercial vehicle
hire.

MAYFIELD

No. 1 FOR MOTORING

PLAYER PROFILE by ANDREW HARDCASTLE

NEIL HAGUE

: %F I'd always thought that a move from Leeds
would have to be a step down,” said new sign-
ing Neil Hague after his Halifax debut in the
John Smith’s Yorkshire Cup Preliminary
Round match against Mansfield Marksman
the other week, “but I've been lucky. It's great
& to join the League Champions. I've been at

: TSR Leeds for thirteen years, but that's one trophy
Another Leeds try for Nlefl flague.  we've never really looked like winning in all
against Carlisle in October 1982. that time”.

Nevertheless, they were thirteen years of almost constant success for Neil.
He has appeared in four Yorkshire Cup Finals, one John Player Final, one
Premiership Final and, the highlights, two Wembley Finals. Although he
never quite achieved much-predicted International honours, there were
four appearances for Yorkshire.

His initial impact after signing from Leeds Supporters in March 1973 was as
a centre, but a switch to full-back in the late '70s was highly effective, with
him carrying off the Leeds Player of the Year Award in Season 1978-79.
More recently he has moved to stand-off, the position he now regards as
his best. Inevitably he has lost a little pace compared to his younger days,
and he now sees himself more as a provider of opportunities for others.

The return from retirement of John Holmes, however, meant that the
stand-off position at Leeds would no longer automatically be his, so he
decided to move on. Hunslet and Wakefield Trinity were the clubs to show
interest, but after a phone call from David Brook he-had no hesitation in
picking Halifax. Hopefully more honours are just round the corner for this
classy 5ft 11in, 1372 stone utility back.

MALDEN TIMBER TRADE CENTRE

PELLON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
QUEENS ROAD, HALIFAX

Telephone:- 63146

FOR TIMBER - WALL BOARD - DOORS
CHIPBOARD - NAILS - GLUES - SCREWS




Suppliers of
Footwear to

» Halifax R.L.F.C.

YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
NOW HERE'S THE BEST
QUALITY SPORTSWEAR FROM THE

“OFFICIAL"” CLUB MANUFACTURER
SUPPLIERS TO
HALIFAX RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
RUGBY KITS

SOCCER KITS C[5) FivE-D-TOGSLTD
TRACK SUITS QUALITY SPORTSWEAR

PULLOVERS MANUFACTURERS
SWEATSHIRTS Rear of MANCHESTER HOUSE
HATS & SCARVES CHURCH STREET EAST
PINXTON
AVAILABLE IN THE NOTTS NG16 6JN
SUPPORTERS SHOP Telephone 0773—-812158

THE SLALOM

LAGER ALLIANCE
by JACK SCROBY

Since the formation of the Alliance League in the summer of 1984, there
has been a huge improvement in completion of fixtures. In fact in both
seasons all the fixtures of all alliance Teams have been completed.

The Yorkshire Senior Competition Shield and the Lancashire Combina-
tion Shield have been played, along with an entirely new one, The
Slalom Alliance Challenge Cup. This being run along side the first team
Challenge Cup the prize being an exact miniature replica of the Rugby
League Challenge Cup itself. This fine trophy rested for many years at
Halifax R.L.F.C. being presented to them by a local brewery after one of
their successes at Wembley in the 1930’s.

Last season started disastrously for our Alliance side, losing nine of our
first ten league fixtures, some of them very heavily. However thanks to
a couple of morale boosting performances in the Yorkshire Senior
competition Shield, the team began to blend together, and believe in
their own ability.

Brendan Finn as captain gave a fine lead throughout the season to
many youngsters completely new to Professional Rugby League.
These included Dobek, Moore, Clayforth, Bell, Fairbank and Simpson who
along with St Hilaire, Riddlesden, Cerchione, Huck, Hall and Batchelor and
the occasional help of first team squad players Crossley, Smith, Bond
and Beevers-put in some sterling performances, winning twelve of the
last fourteen matches to rocket up the league table.

Because of the Huge success of the Alliance League and the number of
teams now playing in it, it has been decided to have two divisions this
year. Hence due to our fine season and high placing last year, we are in
the top division. This should prove a real test to us and show how our
youngsters have developed, for we shall meet all the better second teams
from both Yorkshire and Lancashire, some of whom we have not met over
the past two years.

| feel confident that we have four or five future first teamers in amongst the
Alliance ranks, and | am pleased to see Peter Bell and Dick Fairbank among
the squad for the seasons opening matches.

It would be most remiss of me if | were to omit mention of the superb per-
formances given by Colt footballers Dodd, Friz, Coulter, Kemp, Toolin,
Joyce, Fogerty and Smith who came into the side at the end of the season.
Congratulations to Gerry Slattery and the whole of the colts players who
did so well for when called upon.
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HEAD OFFICE

Gratrix Works, Gratrix Lane, Sowerby Bridge
Halifax, West Yorkshire. Telephone: 0422 833533

DAVID FAIRBANK (Textiles)

BUYERS OF ALL TEXTILE WASTE
COMMERCIAL BLENDERS

West End Mills, Sowerby Bridge,
West Yorkshire. HX6 3AN

Tel. Halifax 32412/3

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

The first of a two-part adaptation of a section from “The Thrum Hall Story”, the new book
on the history of Halifax R.L.F.C., to commemorate the centenary of the present ground.

Interest in Rugby League in Halifax is at a peak again following Halifax’s Championship
success last season. Coincidentally there would have been the same feeling of anticipation
exactly a century ago as Season 1886-87 approached.

The team, at that time a Rugby Union team with breakaway still nine years away, had just
won “T’owd Tin Pot”, the Yorkshire Rugby Union Cup, and the only trophy available to them.
It had been an eventful campaign, the semi-final victory over Batley ending in dispute with
Batley protesting that the referee should not have disallowed what would have been their
matchwinning try. The Yorkshire Committee in fact ordered a replay, but Batley refused to
turn out, and eventually the result was allowed to stand.

The Cup Final itself was against local rivals Bradford at Cardigan Fields in Leeds. Under the
control of the Rev. Frank Marshall, a character who evidently used to smoke a cigar while he
refereed, it produced gate receipts of what were described as an amazing £750, the largest
ever taken in Yorkshire at the time. Amid what proved to be unfounded fears that Batley
players and supporters would try to stop the game, the pitch was surrounded by police and
the teams escorted on to the playing area by more police on horseback. In a typically hard-
fought Cup-tie, Halifax came through to win with what appears to have been a magnificent
try by half-back “Little” Buckley, who was said to be only 5ft 2in tall.

Inthe evening the players received a splendid ovation on their return home. The journey was
made by train to Halifax Station, then carried on by horse-drawn bus. “All Halifax and his
wife” turned out to welcome them - Horton Street had never before seen so many people. As
the bus turned the corner of Princess Street towards the White Swan Hotel, the club’s head-
quarters where the celebrations would take place, a wheel came off and the bus overturned.
Perhaps it was inevitable that somebody would suggest a Batley supporter had taken a pin
from the axle. Fortunately nobody was seriously hurt.

All the star players were available again for the new 1886-87 season. In addition to the afore-
mentioned “Little” Buckley, they included two brilliant threequarters in Jimmy Dodd and
Tom Scarborough, who, like their team-mates, were all local lads. Scarborough though was
soon to emigrate to Australia, despite one prominent supporter offering him £50 to stay!

The team, however, was not the only source of excitement as the 1886-87 season
approached. There was the prospect too of a fabulous new ground. For a decade Halifax had
been based at a field on the corner of Hanson Lane and Thrum Hall Lane where the filter
house and offices of Yorkshire Water now stand. It was not possible for this ground to be
bought outright though, so any improvements or developments of it would be a risk. Move
was therefore a priority.

Just across the road from Hanson Lane was a farm known as Thrum Hall, owned by a person
named Major Dyson and let to a farmer by the name of Riley Whittaker. This land, which
totalled 76,000 square yards at the time and stretched as far as Gibbet Street, was purchased
by the club for around £3,000, a figure which would in fact have bought ten two-bedroomed
houses in 1886.

NEXT PROGRAMME - THE OPENING OF THRUM HALL.




JOHN & BARBARA SUTCLIFFE
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in STRATHMORE HOUSE
508 Halifax Road, Bradford, West Yorkshire

Telephone: Bradford 679067

2. THE MILL SHOP

oPEN

G. DUNKLEY & SON LTD.,
ALBERT STREET, HEBDEN BRIDGE

H Telephone: HEBDEN BRIDGE (0422) 842125
From our factory
We specialise in Cord trousers, Moleskins, Cavalry Twills,
Yorkshire Tweeds, Terylene, Worsted etc.
C/imbing and walking trousers, cord and denim jeans.
Large selection of sports coats, casual wear, anoraks,
waterproofs, duffle coats, cotton wax jackets
New Line — Norfolk Jackets & Suede Mole Skin Jackets
Also boys’ school trousers and blazers

Monday-Thursdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday S a.m. 10 4 pm.
and all BANK HOLIDAYS

HOME COOKED MEATS OUR SPECIALITY FARMHOUSE CHESHIRE OUR
ROAST HAMS, PORK OR BEEF SPECIALITY, LARGE SELECTION OF
OUR OWN COOKED MEATS ROY’ s NUTS, DRIED FRUIT
HAVE NO ADDED INGREDIENTS —

_ FINE SELECTION OF
SALAMIES, SAUSAGE, PATES IN CONTINENTAL CHEESES - TAYLORS
LARGE RANGE OF BOROUGH FRESHLY ROASTED COFFEE BEANS
Large selection of

S MARKET CAKE DECORATIONS & ACCESSORIES

65 - 66 BOROUGH MARKET 75 - 76 BOROUGH MARKET

HALIFAX HX1 1DZ HALIFAX HX1 1DZ
TEL: 51466 TEL: 66531

INDUSTRIAL
& GOMMERGIAL
BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

J.& J. FEE LTD
Southowram, Halifax HX3 9UA
Telephone 0422 65789

A Member of the Fee Group

HALIFAX

Blue & White Hooped Shirts
White Shorts

Full Back
1. GRAHAM EADIE

Threequarters
2. EDDIE RIDDLESDEN
3. NEILHAGUE
4. COLIN WHITFIELD
5. WILF GEORGE

Half Backs
6. CHRISANDERSON
7. GARYSTEPHENS

Forwards
ROY DICKINSON
SEAMUS McCALLION
RICHARD FAIRBANKS
MICK SCOTT
NEILJAMES
PAULDIXON

Substitutes
14.

(Leeds)

(Leeds)

(Leeds)

Referee:
J.HOLDSWORTH

C.LEACH

Touch Judges:
M. SINGER

OLDHAM

Red & White Hooped Shirts
Blue Shorts

Full Back
1. KEITH ATKINSoA/
Threequarters
2. HUSSAIN M’'BARKI
3. DESFOY
4. GARY WARNEKE
5. MIKE TAYLOR
Half Backs
6. DAVE TOPLISS
7. RAY ASHTON
Forwards
8. WALLY JONES
9. #ANSAMDERSON
10. BRUCE CLARK
11. DAVID HOBBS
12. MICK WORRELL
13. TERRY FLANAGAN
Substitutes:
14.
15.

15. PLAYERS MAN OF THE MATCH - SPONSORED BY SAMUEL WEBSTER & WILSONS LTD.
V. MANSFIELD - RICHARD FAIRBANK

W.Warburton & Co. Lid

Directors J.R. & K. Hargreaves

Electrical Engineers, Domestic &
Industrial Electrical Contractors
Lift Service, etc.
BEDFORD STREET NORTH
HALIFAX
Tel. Halifax 62157-8

J. K. WADE
HIGH CLASS
FAMILY BUTCHER

“For Roast, Stew or Fry,
Don’t Pass this Business Buy”

Hotel and Catering Trade Supplied
Ordered Delivered

62 Haugh Shaw Road, King Cross
Halifax. Tel. 66614

K. W. HAMER

HEARING & MEDICAL
AIDS

22 Silver Street Halifax

Phone: Halifax 60045

Hearing Aids — Supplier of the finest
hearing aids in the world, including the
latest “All in the Ear’” — Free test and
advice — No obligation — Personal friendly
service.

Medical Aids — for wheelchairs, crutches,
incontinent products, bath, toilet and
walking aids, bed rests etc.

Also at
1 Wistaston Road, Crewe
Phone: 212801
and
SUSAN WILDING
32 Westgate, Dewsbury
Phone: 463361

inprint services

CROFT MILL, HEBDEN BRIDGE, WEST YORKSHIRE. HX7 BAP. TEL.(0422) 844067

For all personal & business
stationery
Carbonless sets & leaflets
Telephone for a quotation

John & Lynn Hartley

SHOULDER OF MUTTON
Mytholmroyd. Tel. 883165

Bar Snacks served 12—2p.m. and
Fri., Sat. & Sun. evenings 7-10p.m.
Traditional Whitbreads beers
Castle Eden, Chesters &
Hartleys XB
CAMRA Good Beer Guide




HALIFAX RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB SHARE ISSUE

The club in its ever increasing quest to become the top club in the Rugby League have issued 350,000
shares at £1 each for sale to the public. We have already had a steady response from people who wish to
purchase shares and the share issue will play a very important part in helping the club succeed financially
and thus help us guarantee continued success on the field as well as helping us redevelop the stadium. We
have provided a share application form below and would urge you to buy some shares and take a
corporate interest in the company and help us provide entertainment for you for many years to come.
What will be better than looking forward to the best Rugby Team play in the Best stadium on Sundays.
Support us to help us bring YOU even more Success.

NEW SHARE ISSUE : AUTHORISED SHARE CAPITAL £350,000

APPLICATION FORM
ORDINARY SHARES £1.00 EACH - MINIMUM APPLICATION 10
NO. OF SHARES APPLIED DATE OF APPLICATION

APPLICANTS FULL NAME AND ADDRESS (Full postal code):

TOTAL ENCLOSED:
(all remittances payable to Devonshire Street Company Registration Agents)
POST TO: HALIFAX RLFC, THE PAVILION, THRUM HALL, HALIFAX, HX1 4TL

HALIFAX v HULL - APRIL 1986 - COLIN WHITFIELD & BRIAN JULIFF
PHOTO - COURTESY OF HALIFAX COURIER

The Highwarman Inn

Full range of & sttaura"t
o wa L OPE -Swalesmoor H e Bar Meals, Sunday
| skiing, i

Lunch. High T
© Open 7 days a week, 977885 Stocks Lane, Luddenden
® Hire of all equipment Halifax
® Squash, Sauna & Sunbeds available
@ Wide range of traditional beer all on the same site
IT'S A REAL TREAT FOR ALL THE FAMILY

SPORTSMAN LEISURE SKI
SLOPE =Swalesmoor, Halifax

Private Parties, Social Functions and

AT THE SPORTSMAN Wedding Receptions catered for
RING HALIFAX 40760 for more details

Tel. Jim & Susan on Halifax 882043

SPENCERS TROUSERS
at

WATCH

._OUT FOR
OUR

GREAT
H.R.L.F.C./

SUREFIX (Motorist Centre)

Portland House, Portland Place
Halifax Telephone 59447

Also at Huddersfield Telephone 45626

SURE TO KEEP YOU SAFE WITH THESE SERVICES

AUTO SERVICES. ACCESSORIES & SPARES INCLUDING :

Complete Servicing. Engine Tuming Brakes, Radiators, Exhausts, Tvres, Batteries
Shockers. Also Motorcycle Tyres & Bantenes.

THE TROUSER SHOP
9 Westgate, Halifax. Tel. 62039

Mens & Boys Fashion Trousers
Made to Measure Service

PUB FAMILY BEER

FOOD BR%GARDEN

Ian & Carol Moore

Scar Head Road, Sowerby Bridge Tel:
West Yorkshire HX6 3PU (0422) 831662

HERMI WILLIAMS

INTERNATIONAL HAIR STYLIST

13 Clover Hill Road Tel. 54740
PART 2

299 Gibbet Street Tel. 52500
CLOVER SUN CENTRE

15 Clover Hill Road Tel. 54740

-

COMPETITION

FULL DETAILS IN
YOUR

Evening

COURIER
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

EVENING | Graham

Builders Merchants Limited

TOP OF THE LEAGUE
IN BATHROOMS
AND KITCHENS

Globe Works, Well Lane,
Halifax HX1 1SG
Telephone: 0422-59141




PROGRAMME PROGRESS

A survey of the post-war Halifax match programme

AUGUST
Sun.17th  Mansfield
Preliminary Round

Yorkshire

Cup

(H)

56-0

FIXTURES

SLALOM LAGER ALLIANCE
LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP

by AN DREW H AR DC ASTLE STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURES 1986/7
Sun.31st  Featherstone R. (A) 3.30
SEPT.

Wed.3rd  Oldham (H 7.30 Hull 7.30
Sun.7th  Hull (H) 3.00 Hull K.R. 3.00
Sun.14th  County Cup Competition St. Helens 7.30
TVV & o Sun.21st  St. Helens (A) 3.00 Warrington 7.30

PART O 1947-54 Sun.28th  Warrington (H) 3.00 i
¥ H OCT. YORKSHIRE ~ SENIOR * COMPETITION
Season 1947-48 brought another slight S Tarow @ 5 o _ Ll

improvement in the Halifax programme. It
had a new author for the “Club Notes”, Bill

Sun.12th Leeds (H) 3.00 Leeds ) 1 (A) 7.30
Sun.19th  Hull (A) 3.00 YORKSHIRE SENIOR COMP. 2nd Round
Sun.26th  Castleford (H 3.00 Castleford (H) 7.30

ALIFAX

\(M Hughes having replaced Arthur Archbell as ‘{“VS%Z% AUSTRALIA (H 730 Wakefield 7.30
Oldham club secretary and thus having inherited the Sun.9th  Leigh (A) 3.30 ¥ Leigh 7.30
Sun.16th  HullK.R. (H) 3.00 Hull K.R. 2.30
AT THAUM HALL GROUNDS role. Sun.23rd  Warrington (A) 3.00 Warrington 7.30
Saturday, September Z5th, 1948 . . Sun.30th JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL TROPHY Leigh s 7.30
The notes remained quite short (though also DEG. 9 :
| newsworthy, for in those days before the gun.ﬁhh .!JBOHN PLAYER SPECIAL TROPHY Castleford 7.30
. .14t H) 3.00 B X
P— | match), and the number of pages remained Boxing Day i sl Wigan 20
| ‘l' at eight, but the size of these pages was g:fgg‘th g:gg;g:gﬁ- {;3 ggg Salford 7.30
Lok increased and a distinctive new cover-design JAN. : St. Helens 7.30
: % 2 e NewYears Day Wigan 7.30
introduced (see illustration). Fawcett, Green Thuelst . HulKR. (A) 300 bl Lries
wood & Co. of Union Street continued as the Sun.4th St Helens (H) 3.00 Leeds 7.30

Sun.11th  Wigan (A) 3.00 Widnes 7.30
Sun. 18th  Salford (H) 3.00
Sun.25th  Oldham (A) 3.00

KICK-OFF: 30 p.m.

_ printers, and the price of the programme
OFFICIAL PROGRAMME

remained at 2d. SLALOM LAGER

ALLIANCE

Price 2d. ) FEB. CHALLENGE 5

Content was much as in Season 1946-47, with S O, RUNLENGE - i B (H,“°2“38

plenty of adverts, including one for “The Daily Sun.1sth SILK  CUT  CHALLENGE  CUP SLALOM LAGER ALLIANCE

Dispatch”, which claimed to be the best for T fl, J SHALLENGE iF s

Rugby League. Indeed several of the adverts were national rather than 23:-;‘5’: m;:j:'dl e Wakefield (H 7.30

local ones, the advertising rights for the programme having been acquired Sun.15th  Wigan 3.00 Widnes (H) 7.30

by the Property Publishing Company of London NW4. Local advertisers St 2] eltond 3.0 Hull (H) 7.30
included tailors Sam Stocks, sports outfitters Nicholl, Brown & Coyle, and a Sun.5th  Castleford 3.30
couple of motor car dealers, Mayfield Garage and Carlton Autocars. oy s 200
In amongst the adverts, the “Portrait Gallery” continued to liven up the E - ey —

publication, whilst a new feature was the inclusion of the firstteam and “A” Mor.2th  -Lasds 3.00

team fixture lists, which had not appeared since the War.

Unfortunately, whilst it would have been interesting for a time, the club
chose to retain this style of programme for seven seasons. By 1950
even the “Portrait Gallery” had gone, and although the notes supplied
by Mr Hughes were interesting, informative and knowledgeable, the
programme had become dull. Season 1951-52, furthermore, brought a
price increase to 3d.

Today’s
GILBERT MATCHBALL
donated by

THE WHITE HART
Rochdale Road, Ripponden

Calderdale Design Ltd.
Glass Engravers

16 Piece Hall, Halifax
Sponsor Halifax Man of the Match
v. MANSFIELD -

RICHARD FAIRBANK
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EXPERIMENTAL LAW

For the duration of the 1986-87 season, the following Experimental Law will operate in
all domestic League and Cup games under the aegis of the Rugby Football League:-

“When, from a kick in general play, a defender catches the ball on the full in his own

in-goal area, the defending side will start play with a place kick from the centre of their
22 metre line.”

NOTES:

(1) At the International Board Meeting in Paris in May 1985, the Australian League was given permission to operate this
Experimental Rule during the current Australian season. Delegates attending the International Board Meeting in Sydney this July had
an opportunity to study the Law in action during the second State of Origin match and in some Sydney Premiership games. They were
very impressed and it was agreed that all Member Leagues would use the Experimental Law during their next domestic season with
a view to its being introduced fully into the International Laws of the Game at the next International Board Meeting scheduled to take
place in Papua New Guinea in July 1987.

2. Based on the Australian experience, the effect of the Experimental Law is to limit, but by no means to eliminate, the use of the
“bomb”. Attacking sides are having to think more deeply about what to do as the last tackle approaches. In Australia, for instance, a
much wider variety of kick on or about the last tackle is greatly in evidence, much to the benefit of the game as a spectacle. The grub-
ber, the chip, the kick across the face of the posts, and the cross kick are all being used as alternatives to the “bomb”.

3. The Experimental Law will NOT operate in the forthcoming Great Britain v. Australia Test series or in Club matches against the
Australian tourists.

THRUM HALL CENTENARY

Next month the Thrum Hall ground records its centenary. The first ever
rugby match here was on September 18th, 1886, when the visitors were
Hull. To celebrate the event, the Supporters’ Club have commissioned a
special commemorative pennant which will be available soon, and there
will also be published the major new history of the club, “The Thrum Hall
Story”. In the next Halifax programme Andrew Hardcastle, author of the
“The Thrum Hall Story”, will present the first of a short series on the
exciting events of the summer of 1886.

SOUVENIR SHOP NEWS

A whole range of new souvenirs are, or soon will be, available to commemorate
the team’s 1985-86 Championship success. The Championship pullover, which
is navy in sizes 36 through to 48, is priced at £17.50. Children’s sizes cost much
less. There is also a pennant (£1), car sticker (50p), sun strip (£1) and metal lapel
badge (£1). Other new souvenirs include official club track suits and sweat shirts,
and a magnificent new jacket which costs just £17.50. Call in at the Souvenir
Shop under the Main Stand before or after today’s game to see for yourself the
new range.

STOP PRESS - Just arrived: Australian 1986 Tour Souvenirs.
Pennants priced at £1 and metal lapel badges £1.50

Most Makes and Models in Stock

EASYCOOK

Chemical and Dairy Equipment
Stainless Steel Fabrications to
the Brewery Industry and Allied Trades
Dyeing Machinery Manufacturers

The Microwave Oven Specialists

VERY BEST SELECTION

AND

EXPERT ADVICE
3> E)OQ{-

Bibby$
of Halifax

T.BIBBY & CO. LTD
Jasper Street Works, Queens Road
Halifax HX1 4NT
Tel. (0422) 66331/2

35 UNION STREET
HALIFAX — (0422) 42327

EXPERT ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

TO THE BUILDING INDUSTRY
COMMERCIAL BUSINESS
& DOMESTIC ENVIRONMENT

INSTALLATION OF
ALL ELECTRICAL &
ELECTRONIC MACHINERY
NEW PLANT - LIGHTING
FOR SHOPS & PUBS
WAREHOUSES &
INDUSTRIAL PREMISES
INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE

D.G.ELECTRICS | 207 tignows

HALIFAX 45631/57141. Ext. 229 Halifax Telephone:

UNIT D1-G, DEAN CLOUGH INDUSTRIAL
PARK, HALIFAX HX3 5AX HX2 oLa (0422) 61312

JOHN A MARTIN

Ex Hx. R.L.F.C.

PLUMBER, GLAZIER, HEATING ENGINEER
GENERAL PROPERTY REPAIRS

DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL

207 Highroad Well Lane

BALMORAL
GARAGE

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

REPAIRS AND SERVICING — ACCIDENT
REPAIRS — CRYPTON TUNING — WHEEL
ALIGNMENT — I‘MLKEE‘TE"IIG — CAR

A

THE BOULEVARD

m SAVILE PARKROAD  :#a:

) HALIFAX e P
felephone 42288

White Horse

A warm welcome from
STEPHEN & ALISON

Lunchtime meals, bar snacks etc.
Tetleys Traditional Ales

BURNLEY ROAD, FRIENDLY,
SOWERBY BRIDGE, WEST YORKS.

Telephone (0422) 831173




This page is set aside for comments from our readers. News and views on any
subject are welcome, however, we reserve the right of publication. Full name
and address must be supplied. Contributors letters will normally be credited
with name and area.

HALIFAX RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

Herewith Acrostic Poetry in Rhyme,
Ascribed to chronicle the feats in time
Long past, or recently attained

In Sporting Circles as success was gained
From expert handling of a Rugby Ball,

A Hundred Years of Rugby at Thrum Hall’s
Xystus; Where the Championship Award

Rests, currently through acts by Team and Board
Upon a system fair to one and all:

GGood service given; the answer to each call,
But mostly to attain perfections ‘heights’;
Youths own ability to find the ‘lights’.

Let those who ‘know’ inspire the will to learn,
Engage the ‘new’; for youth will have its turn,
And work as one; the future as the past,
Good ethics shown are morals that hold fast
Upon the character and style displayed,
Especially if that style is unafraid.

Futility must never stake a claim

On ‘Board’ or Teams endeavours, or the GAME

Of Rugby League as we know it today
Transformed; would head for sure and swift decay.
But decadence should not besmirch our Game,
And true ability must lead to fame

Long after we, who grace the scene today,

Leave far behind the present “Field of Play”.

Club must come first, in action and in voice,
Leaving OUR mark and COLOURS or OUR choice
Utter commitment, void of flaws and cracks,
Bred to be CHAMPIONS:- SUPER HALIFAX.

Please read the initial letters downwards.

J. H. WARING
HALIFAX

OFFERING LOW,

Qncaster ..

meofgm »&«ofopﬂw/ AND MUCH MORE!

BOOK THROUGH YOUR LOCAL ABTA TRAVEL AGENT

WHATEVER THE INSURANCE
SWINTONS YOUR BEST POLICY

MOTOR:LIFE-HEALTH-ACCIDENT
HOUSEHOLD-COMMERCIAL

HALIFAX
103 Northgate Tel:Halifax 58355

BRADFORD
1266 Leeds Road Bradford 664205

BATLEY
23 Commercial St Tel: Batley 442500

KEIGHLEY
136 Station Bridge Tel: Keighley 605284/5

POP IN FOR SPECIAL D!SCOUNT ON
MOTOR INSURANCE

SWIN'I'ON

Branches throughout the North

Advance RBusiness Equipment

COPIERS FAX TYPEWRITERS DICTATION EQUIPMENT
FURNITURE & STATIONERY & SERVICE CONTRACTS

OUR BUSINESS IS TO HELP YOUR BUSINESS

23 RAWSON STREET, HALIFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE
Telephone: (0422) 41227
Branches in Bradford and Sheffield




NORTH BRIDGE LEISURE CENTRE

The Area’s Premier Leisure Facility

BASKETBALL - TABLE TENNIS - BADMINTON - FIVE-A-SIDE
AEROBICS - SQUASH - COMBAT SPORTS - VOLLEYBALL
INDOOR BOWLING - CRECHE FACILITIES

PLUS

CALDERDALE’S BEST EQUIPPED CONDITIONING SUITE
16 STATION MULTI-GYM
PLUS - 8 ADDITIONAL STATIONS - PLUS - EXTENSIVE FREE WEIGHT FACILITIES

AS USED BY HALIFAX R.L.F.C.
TRAIN WHERE THE PROFESSIONALS TRAIN

NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED - LADIES DAY EVERY THURSDAY

TELEPHONE: HALIFAX 41527
FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF ALL ACTIVITIES

UNEMPLOYED?

CALDERDALE CARES

The following facilities are available
at half normal price:
SWIMMING

Any time during opening hours

Monday-Friday 9.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday any time

SUNBED Book from 1 pm on day prior to use
MULTIGYM (Baths) Any time during opening hours

SQUASH (Halifax Pool) Any time during opening hours
(Bookable from 1 p.m. on day prior to use)

Monday - Friday 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
(Bookable from 1.00 p.m. on day prior to use)

GAMES FACILITIES IN CALDERDALE PARKS - Available April to September only.

BOWLS/BOATING (Shibden Park) Monday - Friday 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
(excluding Bank and Local Holidays)

TENNIS Any time during opening hours
CRAZY GOLF/PITCH AND PUTT ETC. ........ Mon.-Fri. any time during opening hours

Concessions available on
production of UB40 card only. DON'T BE BORED - BE INVOLVED

NORTH BRIDGE LEISURE CENTRE

THRUM HALL CENTENARY

With just four days to go now to the centenary of the Thrum Hall ground, the official cen-
tenary souvenirs are beginning to arrive. The pennant, which shows a view of the ground
and also the ciub badge as it appeared in both 1886 and 1986, is available from the
Souvenir Shop now for just £1. Calderdale Design Ltd, the Piece Hall glass engravers who
sponsor the Halifax Man of th Match Award, have also produced an engraved tankard,
which is available from their shop at 16 Piece Hall now, and from the Souvenir Shop
shortly. Finally, the 128-page history of the club, “The Thrum Hall Story”, will hopefully
be on sale from today, price £5.95 (soft-back) or £9.95 (hard-back).

NEW RUGBY LEAGUE MAGAZINE

West Yorkshire’s Trevor Delaney, author of “The Roots of Rugby League”, has now
branched out into publishing a brand new Rugby League magazine. Called “Code 13", it
will be a quarterly journal devoted to Rugby League heritage and the game’s develop-
ment. Rugby League’s leading researchers will be bringing together in-depth material on
all aspects of the game from the 1890s to the present day. Together with a library of vin-
tage photographs, it is intended to make every edition a collectable item. The first
edition, due on September 8th, could well be available from the Souvenir Shop, but
failing that, it can be obtained from Mr Delaney at 6 ElImwood Terrace, ingrow, Keighley,
BD22 7DP. Tel: (0535) 600868. The price is £2.95.

LEAGUE ‘86

A splendid little booklet previewing the Stones Bitter Rugby League Championship has
been produced by Open Rugby magazine. Featuring a full-page colour picture of Chris
Anderson and Paul Dixon, it is on sale in the Souvenir Shop for £1.

Kitchens of distinction, choice,
craftsmanship, value - by

Infernational Sports

z Wholesale, Retail
Souwvenirs meeres | ARMITAGE, CLEGG
& CO.LTD.
WON THE LEAGUE? WON THE CUP? BACK LORD STREET, HALIFAX

Telephone: Halifax 63276
Why not tell the world about it by having

a pennant or sticker made. You’'ll be

= 2 2 % Free design and planning service by
surprised how little it can cost. 8

Designer-Craftsmen

% Only the best selected timbers used —

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS SOUVENIRS English Oak; Ash; Finie, te:

MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS OF
PENNANTS, STICKERS, METAL BADGES
& JACKETS IN TEAM COLOURS

% Full range of matching accessories

All kitchens tailor-made at our works and
this reflects in our very competitive price,
WE PLANIT - WE MAKE IT - WE FIT IT

COME TO OUR SHOW - AND SEE OUR
KITCHEN DISPLAY
Use our expertise to have the kitchen
of your dreams

INTERNATIONAL SPORTS SOUVENIRS

Milton Keynes Stadium, Ashlands,
Milton Keynes, Bucks.

Open Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tel. 0908 662622 or Halifax (0422) 844810

Saturdays 8 a.m. to 12 noon - or by appointment

=3



HALIFAX
RUGBY

Jn.::w LEAGUE

500 CLUB

o THE crance of sharing £25,000 N rrizes

£100EVERY WEEK  £1000 EVERY MONTH
NEW CAR Q HOLIDAY

1st JANUARY 1987 Ist AUGUST 1987

PLEASE RETURN TO HALIFAX RUGBY LEAGUE 500 CLUB
THRUM HALL, HALIFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE

YORKSHIRE
RIDER

(formerly MetroCoach)

Follow Halifax R.L.F.C. to all away matches by Yorkshire
Rider (formerly Metrocoach). Pick-up at Thrum Hall,
Sowerby Bridge and Halifax Bus Station.

For all your P/Hire trips ring
HALIFAX 64513




