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John Player Special Trophy

A very warm welcome to today’s teams and their supporters
for the semi-final stage of the 1987-88
John Player Special Trophy competition.

This is the 17th season of the competition and it is now firmly
established as one of the major sporting occasions in televised
sport. This is also the 21st year that Imperial Tobacco has
supported the Rugby League and that makes it one of the
longest running major sponsorships in British sport.

OPENS UP
EVERY WEEK

To celebrate these landmarks, this season’s competition is
worth a record £150,000 with £85,000 going in prize money —
including £16,000 to the eventual winner — and the
remaining £65,000 being allocated to the League’s
Capital Development Fund.

The semi-final of any competition is always regarded as the
most difficult stage — so near and yet so far from the coveted
Trophy — but there is the consolation of £9,000 for today’s
losing team, a 50 per cent increase in prize money at the same
stage last year.

The increased support this season is part of a new two-year
agreement worth a total of £320,000 and will take Imperial
Tobacco’s sponsorship of the Rugby League since 1967 to well
over the £1 million mark.
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John Player

Forum

Eddie Hemmings is a Rugby League rarity.

He speaks with a Liverpudlian accent. But,
despite those obscure beginnings on
Merseyside, his dulcet tones have become a
part of Rugby League on the BBC Radio.

Now Eddie is moving into new fields,

although he will not lose contact with the game
as he his hosting a BBC 2 North West sports
programme on television next year.

Rugby League is a now a key part of Eddie’s

lifestyle, as outlined in the latest Big Match
face-to-face interview with the Sunday Mirror’s
, JOHN HUXLEY.

Q:

A:

How did you become linked to Rugby
League?

It starts with my old friend Harry Gration. He
had been covering the game for Radio Two
Sport along with David Watkins and then he
got his big chance to go into television.

| had been working alongside Harry as a
producer for about two years and because
he got his chance to work on the gogglebox
there was a space . . . that provided me with
achance.

And so | started work with David in
January 1985 and took it right through to
Wembley when my first Rugby League Final
was the memorable Wigan v Hull match.
What a way to make my final debut!

Of course, | was brought up on
Merseyside where and no dis-respect to
Rugby League, Soccer is definitely king.

When | was connected with Radio
Merseyside we actually started a brand new
programme, along with Gerry Burrows, for
Rugby League but my main-role was to
cover Everton, Liverpool, Chester and
Tranmere Rovers.

That’s not to say that | wasn’tinterested in
Rugby League. | always tried to catch the
big events on television and never missed
the Wembley final. But soccer was my main
interest until | reached the BBC network

when | thought to myself | really ought to
have a second sport to my bow.

It’'s remarkable that the second sport that
| chose, Rugby League, has now taken my
life over completely.

Now I'm not regarded in London as a
football reporter but as the Rugby League
commentator and reporter.

: What about your new role Eddie?
: In the BBC we have a system of attach-

ments which gives you the chance to try
something new without the risk of losing
your original job completely. That's just
what I’'m going to do.

Amazingly it's been because of my
Rugby League connections that I've been
given the chance to go on television which
is something that I've always wanted to do.

Now I’'m going to be working on a sports
preview programme every Friday evening
on BBC 2 in the North West starting next
February. Originally we had hoped to start
with the John Player Final in the New Year
but various snags have delayed the start.

We're going to take in everything that
happens in the North West including
Soccer, Rugby League and Union, Cricket,
Hockey, Snooker and the rest. We want to
mirror what happens in the area.

But| think it's interesting that the editor of
TV sport has told me that while scoccer is
important, and everybody must admit that it
is, he wants Rugby League to have just as
high a profile. And that's just got to be great
news for the game.

: Has Rugby League changed since you

started commentating on the game?

: Well, | noticed thatwhen | worked with Harry

and David the game looked to be in the
doldrums but that has certainly changed.
Because of the foresight of such clubs as
Wigan, together with the great work done by
Maurice Bamford for Great Britain in the
New Zealand and Australia Test series, the
game has come out of its decline. We've
now reached such a point that | believe we
can give the Aussies areal go next summer.
Of course, there are still cynics around who
say we are going Down Under to get
hammered, yet again, but | think that the
game has a lot higher profile nationally now
and that has changed things for the British
game.

There are people outside Rugby League

in London who actually know who Ellery
Hanley is and I've seen, even in my short
time in the game, that it is actually
spreading.

There’s no doubt that played properly, as
it is now being played at the top, that the
game is as good if not better than ever.

: Do you think that Rugby League comes

over well on television?

: Ithinkitdoes. Of course more could be done

forthe game and the BBC is trying very hard
to redress that balance by introducing the
new RL Focus spot on Grandstand, which
can only be good for the game, and project
the characters and people in the sport.

I think we could learn a lot from American
football. The way that game has been
promoted on TV means that they have
millions of regular viewers nationwide and
there’s no reason why Rugby League
shouldn’t go the same way. In fact Rugby
League should have been out there leading
the race for those people.

: Do you enjoy the fact that Rugby League

is essentially a part of Northern life?

: Yes most certainly. I'm a northerner and

proud of it. | have never really wanted or
been given the opportunity to move to
London but | love the people who play and
administer the game of Rugby League as
they are now part of my life.

At least being involved in a game like
Rugby League you get the chance to know
the people who have made it their life and
get involved too. It’s difficult to get into a
soccer team’s dressing room even on a
training day, while you are actively
encouraged to join a Rugby League team
even after the worst defeat.

There’s a lot more openness and more
co-operation.

:How do you think the players have

changed in the last few years?

: The players are much fitter, that’s for certain.

The Australian tourists of 1982 and 1986
proved how vital that particular quality can
be. People said to me when | first covered
Rugby League; oh that’s the sport with the
big, fat forwards!. Well that is no longer true
and | reckon that must be the most
significant change.

Now the game is beginning to market
itself on a much higher plane. Players have
acquired agents, the media co-operation is

among the bestin professional sport and, of
course, we have the introduction of Old
Trafford for big time games of Rugby
League.

That was a tremendous step forward
because that first Test against Australia
provided Old Trafford with it’s biggest crowd
of the season at that time and the
atmosphere was simply electric. You could
reach out and touch it.

: What’s your own particular favourite

Rugby League memory?

A: | don’t need to think too hard about this one.

It just has to be that Wigan and Hull Final.
It was, as everybody will remember, an all
time classic.

But here | want to get a big plug in for the
little feller himself David Watkins. | can just
remember going into the commentary
position before the match and wondering
what | had let myself in for.

We never thought for a moment before
the match that we were going to have 70 of
the 80 minutes of the match actually going
out over the air but David helped me
through.

Player indentification was a real problem
for me but again David rescued me.

Istill getbutterflies atevery Wembley final
like every other red blooded British sports
fan but that day had to be something
special.

: Isthere adifference between the way you

cover matches for local and national
radio?

: David and | have to sell the game for the

national audience because we are talking to
people in areas like Hampshire, Kent and
Cornwall who don’t know anything about
the game. That's why we tend to
concentrate on the personalities involved.

The local radio lads have a ready made
audience of people who know about the
game and that must make a difference. But
while | like to stress Rugby League is a
serious sport it does have character and
humour and we should never forget that
because it is a major asset.

Conducted by JOHN HUXLEY, of the
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IF IT'S UMBRO

IT'S ONLY AUTHENTIC

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

Wear the colours. For sport, for training, for leisure.

the team's official sportswear supplier. In a range
There's no mistaking it — every garment bears the
authentic team badge and the distinctive Umbro
diamond trade mark.

Authentic in style, colour and design — by Umbro,
of sizes to suit most members of the family.
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WRITTEN DETAILS OF CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

The Leagues current top tryscoring forward Paul Round, a close season recruit by Oldham from St. Helens. Photo: Oldham Evening Chronicle.



John Player

Semis

Rugby .League historian ROBERT GATE
reviews the previous 32 John Player Special
Trophy semi-finals.

There have been 32 semi-final ties, plus one
replay, in the John Player Special Trophy
competition. These 33 matches have yielded a
combined total of 819 points . . . an average of
almost 25 points per match.

Ofthe 32 semi-finals, 21 have been inter-county
affairs based on the traditional boundaries of
Yorkshire and Lancashire/Cumberland. Lanca-
shire sides have won 11 of the 21 clashes. There
have been seven all Lancashire and just four all-
Yorkshire semi-finals.

Semi-Final Appearances

Twenty clubs have reached the semi-finals:

9 Widnes

6 HullK.R., Warrington

5 Hull, Leeds, St. Helens

4 Bradford N.

3 Castleford, Leigh, Salford, Wakefield T, Wigan

2 Halifax

1 Barrow, Blackpool B., Bramley, Oldham,
Rochdale H., Swinton, Whitehaven

Most Semi-Final Victories

6 Widnes

Most Semi-Final Defeats

5 St. Helens

Most Consecutive Semi-Finals

6 Widnes, 1974-75 to 1979-80 inclusive

Most Semi-Final Appearances by a Player

8 Keith Elwell (Widnes)

7 Eric Hughes (Widnes)

Longest Playing Span between Semi-Finals

13 years by David Topliss, Wakefield Trinity
1971-72, Hull 1984-85

12 years by John Holmes and David Ward, Leeds
1971-72, Leeds 1983-84

12 years by Eric Prescott, St. Helens 1971-1972,
Widnes 1983-84

Highest Attendances

13,214 Hull v. Leeds, at Boothferry Park, 1984-85

11,400 Hull v. Oldham, at Headingley, 1981-82

11,242 Hull v. Barrow, at Headingley, 1980-81

10,509 Leigh v. Wigan, at St. Helens, 1985-86

Lowest Attendance

1,611 Blackpool Borough v. Leigh, at Blackpool,
1976-77

Keith Elwell, most John Player semi-final
appearances with eight.

All Four Semi-Finalists from one County
This has occurred only once. In 1984-85 four
Yorkshire teams qualified — Halifax, Hull,
HullK.R. and Leeds.

Highest Points Aggregate

44 —Wigan 36 Leigh 8, 1985-86
Record Margin Win

Warrington 35 Widnes 4, 1986-87

Lowest Points Aggregate
10 — Castleford 5 Warrington 5, 1980-81
10 — Leeds 8 Widnes 2, 1982-83

Nilled in a Semi-Final

Only St. Helens (0-19) in defeat by Leeds in
1972-73 have failed to score.

Most Tries in a Semi-Final

9 tries were scored in last season’s Warrington-
Widnes clash at Wigan. The eight scored by
Warrington in that game beat the previous record
of six held by Wigan in their defeat of Leigh in
1985-86.

No Tries in a Semi-Final

The only try-less semi-final occured in 1982-83
when Leeds defeated Widnes 8-2in a game
decided by penalty goals.

Most Points by a Defeated Semi-Finalist

Four teams have scored 14 points and still lost -
Hull K.R. (1974-75), Salford (1975-76),

Swinton (1981-82) and Warrington (1982-83).

Most Tries by a Player

The only man to have scored three tries has
been Wigan’s prop-forward Greg Dowling who
scored a hat-trick against Leigh in 1985-86.

Most Goals by a Player
6 Ray Dutton, Widnes v. Castleford, 1975-76
6 David Stephenson, Wigan v. Leigh, 1985-86

Most Points by a Player

14 George Fairbairn, Hull K.R. v. Swinton,
1981-82 (2 tries, 4 goals)

Second Division Semi-Finalists

1974-75 Hull K.R. and Whitehaven

1975-76 Hull

1976-77 Blackpool Borough

1981-82 Oldham and Swinton

1985-86 Leigh

Only Hull and Blackpool Borough have reached
the final as Second Division clubs and both were
defeated in the final.

Results

Semi-Final Referees
6 G.F. Lindop (Wakefield)

4 M .J.Nau

ghton (Widnes)

3 R. Campbell (Widnes)
— including one replay
3 W. H. Thompson (Huddersfield)

2 J. Holdsworth (Kippax)
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D. G. Kershaw (Easingwold)
J. McDonald (Wigan)
S. Wall (Leigh)

D. S. Brown (Preston)

D. W. Fox (Wakefield)

A. Givvons (Oldham)

H. Hunt (Prestbury)

J. E. Jackson (Pudsey)

R. Jackson (Halifax)

E. Lawrinson (Warrington)
P. A. Massey (Salford)

R. Moore (Wakefield)

Until 1979-80 the semi-final matches were staged on the ground of one of the competing clubs. Of the 16
games under that system the home teams were victorious on 10 occasions. The results and attendances

under this system were:

1971-72 Wakefield T. 14
Leeds 7
1972-73 Leeds 19
HullK.R. 13
1973-74 Rochdale H. 14
Warrington 20
1974-75 Widnes 16
Whitehaven 6
1975-76 Castleford 9
Salford 14
1976-77 Blackpool B. 15
Castleford 15
1977-78 Wakefield T. S
Widnes 14
1978-79 Widnes 21
Warrington 9

St. Helens
Halifax

St. Helens
Salford
Bramley
St. Helens
Hull K.R.

Bradford N.

Widnes
Hull

Leigh
Widnes
Warrington

Bradford N.
Bradford N.

HullK.R.

9
15
0
15
2
9
14
18
17
22
5
10
15
10
3
5

From 1979-80 the semi-finals have been hosted by neutral grounds as follows:

1979-80 Salford 3 Widnes 19
Bradford N. 16 Wakefield T. 3
1980-81 Hull 10 Barrow 13
Castleford 5 Warrington 5
Replay Castleford 10 Warrington 22
1981-82 Hull 22 Oldham 6
HullK.R. 23 Swinton 14
1982-83 Leeds 8 Widnes 2
Wigan 15 Warrington 14
1983-84 Leeds 18 Leigh 11
Widnes 18 St. Helens 4
1984-85 HullK.R. 14 Halifax 8
Hull 18 Leeds 6
1985-86 Wigan 36 Leigh 8
Hull K.R. 22 St.Helens 4
1986-87 Wigan 12 Hull 11
Warrington 35 Widnes 4
Semi-Final Crowds Aggregate Average
Old system 83,041 5,190
Neutral ground system 132,342 7,785

(includes one replay)

at Warrington
at Headingley
at Headingley
at Wigan

at Headingley
at Headingley
at Headingley
at Fartown

at St. Helens
at Fartown

at Warrington
at Headingley
at Hull City AFC
at St. Helens
at Headingley
at Headingley
at Wigan

3,694
5,138
5,854
2,946

All figures exclude this season’s semi-finals.






