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BOLTON Millfield Road, Breightmet, Bolton 384867 SALE Glebelands Road 081-969 7543

TODAYS MATCH SPONSOR
AUSTIN TIMBER

TODAYS BALL SPONSOR
REDDISH DEMOLITION

TODAYS TEAM SPONSOR
WRENS NEST WINE BAR

TODAYS
PROGRAMME SPONSOR
NORMAN HOLDEN

OFFICIAL
PROGRAMME 50p

OLDHAM

v
ROCHDALE HORNETS

STONES BITTER 2ND DIVISION
CHAMPIONSHIP 1987/8
Sunday 27th December 1987
KICK-OFF 3.00 PM.



OUR NEW KIT SUPPLIERS

No.T MILL

HALLIWELL IND. ESTATE
WAPPING STREET
BOLTON BL1 8DP
ENGLAND

Tel: (0204) 492614

Telex: 946240 C. WEASY G.

Quoting 19016860

REPLICAS AND KITS SUPPLIED:-
CONTACT RAY HILL, COMMERCIAL DEPT.

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors : H. Ashworth, D. Gardner
J. Knox, A.G. Pache
Secretary: Mrs. A. Lees
Administration Manager: E. Bayliss

Coaching Staff : E. Fitzsimons, M. Graham
- I. MacCorquodale
Conditioner: O. Rowe Professional Playing Staff
K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley, I. Bates, L. Casey, C. Chisnall, N. Clawson, J. Edwards,
M. Fairbank, T. Flanagan, T. Foley, D. Foy, M. Graham, M. Hall, C. Hawkyard,
R. Irving, P. Kirwan, P. Lord, R. Marsden, K. Meadows, A. Morrison, C. Myler,
J. Ogburn, M. Parrish, S. Patterson, S. Peters, P. Round, P. Sherman, I. Sherratt,
P. Walsh, M. Burke, 1. Sanderson, H. Waddell, P. Lowndes, T. Naidole.
B.McCarthy, A. Copeland

Hon. Doctors: Dr. Grey, Dr. Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr N. Gibbison
Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr H. Thompson, Mr D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr A. Bonnelle Asst. Phsyiotherapist: Mr J. Watkins

Commercial Manager: R. Hill Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe

Official Sin Bin Man: David Whitehead
Groundsman: R.L. Thomas
( ) )
CLUB RECORDS ( CLUB HONOURS
Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:

Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R, September, 1978 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield, Runners-up: ‘9"6'“7@30575‘“8- 1908-09, 1921-22,
24 February, 1912 g

Record Receipts: $30,388.70 v Wigan,

First Division Champions: 1904-05

4th February, 1987 Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82
Record Transfer Fee Paid: £65,000 to Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
St. Helen's for Paul Round August 1987 1924-25, 1926-27
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26
1921-22 season Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11,
Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57,
1957-58 season 1957-58, 1958-59
Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,
v Liverpool City, April, 1959 1954-55, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1986-87
First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08,

Highest number of points scored: 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
» Bernard Ganley, 2,881 Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685 192324, 170 )
Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233. Lancaskire Shield Winners: 1975-76, 1979-80

Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182 Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80
. J N




BRIMAUR
CAR SALES

THE TRADE CENTRE
8 BURY ROAD, RADCLIFFE,
TEL 061 723 5309

HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.

7: Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25 26

THE ABATTOIR

RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097

ELITE PRINTS

ALL PICTURE FRAMES

Bespoke Framers,
Personal
Photographs
Framed, Good Quality
and Equally
Good Price!

Unit 7, Acord Centre, Oldham
Phone: 061-626 3670

WE'VE GOT THE LOT
UNDER ONE ROOF!
@ PLUMBING & HEATING

@ IRONMONGERY @ ELECTRICAL /"
@ TOOLS @ FASTENINGS |

® GLASS @ SHOWROOM
@ HEAVYSIDE BUILDING & TIMBER

]
Bradbury’s
BUILDING MATERIALS SUPPLIES
COLDHURSTST., OLDHAM OLI 2PX

Telephone

061-624 948

Bradburvy’s

OF OLDHAM S

OSBORNE

MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED

-
[NISSAN]

BEST DEALS ANYWHERE ON NEW
& USED CARS

Roch Valley Way, Rochdale. Thl: 0706-32012

OPENING TIMES: Mon-Fri 8am-12,30pm & 1,30pm-5pm -
Sat8am-12 noon

PLUATE (PLIALLE

IAN SANDERSON

PLAYER PROFILE NO.6

CAREER WITH OLDHAM

September,
1983

vSalford (h) Div
One26.12.83
64

Datesignedon:

Debut:

Appearances:
Tries: 1
Goals: 0
Drop goals: 0
Total points: 44

Full Name:
Nick Name:
Birthdate:
Birthplace:
Marital Status:
Occupation:
Car:
Fav.TVShow:

Fav.Film:
Fav.Music:
Fav.food/drink:
Fav.reading:
Hobbies:
Fav.othersports:
Likes about
game:

Dislikes about
game:
Superstitions:
Fav.position:

Fav.Ground:
BestMoment:

Worst Moment:

Hardest playerto
tackle:

Hardest tackler:

Fav.all-time
player:

lan Sanderson
Sandy

12.1.65

Leigh

Single

Textile Student
Renault 14 TL
Moonlighting/
Max-headroom
Terminator/Bev
Hills Cops
LutherVan
Dross

Fish, chicken/
lager

Factual books
Notime

Boxing

Pay Day

Flan’s ‘Stoney’
Putonkitin
order
Hooker/stand-
off/full back
Wigan
Debuttry
(vSalford)
Losingto Casin
semi-final and
LancsvNZ -
postponed

Noel Cleal (Mick
Morganifhe
owes

you money)
Mick Morgan (if
youowe him
money)

John Woods/
Steve Norton

AUTOGRAPH: —

e —




LEEWAY Simpsons
LTD.

CAR DISCOUNT CENTRE

Over 150years of
traditional brewing.

PRODUCES SUCCESS LIKE THIS:

1976 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP. Slalom Lager — voted best overall lager.

1976 BREWEX GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager — voted best draught lager Class |

1978 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager - for bottled lager.

1978 B.B.I. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D - voted best bottled lager — Diat Beer Class.
1978 B.B... AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D — voted best bottled lager — Extra Strong Class.
1980 BREWEX SILVER MEDAL. Slalom Lager — for draught lager.

1982 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Export Lager

1983 BREWEX BRONZE MEDAL. Slalom D draught lager.

1983 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS. Voted best international bottled lager.

1983 BREWEX MEDAL AND DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager - Best in Class One
for bottled lager.

1983 B.B.I. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager - First in
Class for bottled lager
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL. Slalom D -
for bottled lager
1983 B.B... AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE
Slalom International Strong Lager — for bottled lager.
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE.
Slalom D - for bottled lager.
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE.
Slalom Lager — for packaging and bottle dress.
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. Gold Medal
with Palm Leaves and Certificate.
Slalom International — for bottled lager.
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP/DIVIS[ON 2
Gold Medal and Certificate. [ J
Slalom D - for bottled lager.

AMAZING CARS
AMAZING PRICES

122 WITHINGTON ROAD
MANCHESTER, M16 8FB

Unit 2, Belgrave Mills,
HATHERSHAW,
OLDHAM.

624 — 6827 or

Telephone:
678 — 9537 061-226 2235

1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. (Up toand including December 13)
Gold Medal and Certificate.
Slalom Lager - for bottled lager. P W D L F A W D L F A Pts
AND IN THE LATEST B.B.I. EXPORT Sheffield ......c..cccoeevvrrennen. 5 1 2 153 10 4 0 3 124 104 19
COMPETITION. FEBRUARY 1986 Barrow ........ 7 0 0 121 69 2 1 4 80 139 19
1986 B.B.. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL — Oldham ..... 6 0 O 19778 3 0 2 90 58 18
; Runcorn ...... 6 0 0 161 80 3 0 2 60 49 18
Theakston Best Bitter — for bottled beer. Wakefield 5 0 0 210 50 3 1 1 92 58 17
1986 B.B... AWARDS SILVER MEDAL ~ Featherstone . 5 0 1 181 8 3 1 3 134 111 17
Slalom International — for bottled lager. Workington ... 4 0 1 76 41 4 0 2 82 92 16
1986 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF ' Springfield .. 3 0 1 70 59 4 0 3 125 112 14
EXCELLENCE — Keighley ...... w 6 0 2 166 93 1 0 5 59 149 14
Rochdale .................... 6 0 2 109 68 O 0 5 41 149 12
Jobn e Gupore ~ for botced S Mansfield 3 1 2 8 99 2 0 5 120 152 11
1986 B.B... AWARDS DIPLOMA OF Doncaster ... 3 1 3 1301211 1 6 107 144 10
EXCELLENCE - [ Batley .......... 2 1 3 8 94 2 0 4 72 8 9
Theakston Old Peculier- for bottled beer. YOrK ceveeonnn. 2 0 3 91 96 2 1 4 96 145 9
Carlisle ........ 3 1 1 89 71 1 0 5 61 140 9
Whitehaven .... 4 0 2 87 67 O 0 5 61 99 8
Huddersfield ... 4 0 4 149 141 0 0 5 40 95 8
Fulham .,...... 3 0 3 9% 79 1 0 6 96 196 8
ew Dewsbury ... 2 0 4 78 85 1 0 b 88 144 6
Bramley .......... 2 0 4 104 138 1 0 6 89 209 6

Brown X




Contracts - Hospitals - Airports - Stations - 7 Seater Mini-Bus

SCHOFIELDS

330 4155/66.7/1704/6003

Taxis & Private Hire
WE NEVER CLOSE
22 OLD STREET, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE

DISCO PUBS

Mine Hosts: Archie and Joan

BULLS HEAD

GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM. Tel: 624 7264 — Bed & Breakfast

QUALITY FOIL PRINTING

Selfstyle

Business Cards Stationery
Promotional Gifts

56, ACORN CENTRE, BARRY STREET, OLDHAM, OL1 3NE
061-626 7926 (24 hrs)

MAL’S MESSAGE

(A few words from Oldham'’s player-coach)

I am told that in recent years at Oldham there has been a tendency
for team performances to slip at this time of year as a result of ice-age
weather and its damaging effect on training.

We do not intend that to happen this year. We are constantly
looking for alternative facilities for indoor training and you can rest
assured that, whatever the weather, we will be training Monday,
Wednesday and Friday and retaining our fithess and our training
schedules.

There is going to be a big scrap for promotion places over the
second half of the season and if we have anything like a good run in the
Challenge Cup we can expect a backlog of fixtures in the Second Division.

We are already behind as a result of our progress in the John Player
and from here on in every single league game will be of terrific importance
in the club’s future.

We will need our fitness, stamina, ball skills and organisation...and
no amount of bad weather is going to damage us this year.

MAL GRAHAM

A Slice Qf Clradition

The Park Cake Bakeries Limited
Ashton Road. Oldham. Lancashire OL8 2ND Telephone 061-633 1181 Telex 668738




TOWNFIELD SERVICE
STATION

MOT TESTING
STATION

TESTS WHILE - U- WAIT

NEW & USED CARS FOR
SALE

RESPRAYS
WELDING

ALL TYPES OF MECHANICAL
REPAIRS

061-624 9387

FOR AN EARLY
MORNING DELIVERY
SERVICE OF MILK
& DAIRY PRODUCE

. We have gotta lotta bottle
DAIRY .. ocoes
your Doorstep
TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’s Service

TRUECLEAN
LTD.

CONTRACT CLEANING
SERVICES.

Professional carpet and
upholstery cleaning.

Recommended by Top Carpet &
Furniture Shops throughout the
Northwest.

Flood, Fire, Smoke,
Insurance work undertaken.

Tel. 061 370 4095
061 682 9808 Evenings & weekends

For all your chemist sundries,
Cosmetics and toiletries

E. YATES

‘WATERSHEDDINGS SCENE’

NUMARK

CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)

831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

(News and views from inside the club)

CHALLENGE CUP DRAW

The first round of the Challenge Cup Draw will be away to either
Warrington or Huddersfield.

JOHN PLAYER TROPHY SEMI-FINAL

OUR magnificent run in the John Player Trophy came to an end at Central
Park last Saturday when we were pipped 18-8 by St.Helens in a tie that was
always closer than the score suggests.

Oldham’s contribution to the semi-final was reflected in the comments
of the press, a selection of which are reproduced here:

Alan Thomas (Sunday Express): Saints were given a torrid time. Oldham
refused to be overawed by the opposition or the occasion. With Waddell,
man of the match, setting a tremendous example with powerful breaks and
well-timed passes, Oldham were always preparedto carry the battle to Saints.

John Robinson (Sunday People): The scoreline does no justice to the
magnificent fighting qualities of Second Division Oldham. Nor does it reflect
how close Saints went to losing a semi-final for the sixth time.

Alan Gaskell (News of the World): What a fight gallant Second Division
Oldham made of it. It was fitting that the man of the match award should go
to Oldham’s giant prop Hugh Waddell, who rocked Saints time and again
with his barnstorming runs.

John Huxley (Sunday Mirror): Oldham held the lead for six minutes in
the second half and looked the better side for long periods.

JACK BOWDEN - CHIEF SCOUT

We are pleased to officially confirm the appointment as chief scout of
Jack Bowden, the club’s former vice-chairman and long-serving committee
man. Jack is a life member of Lancashire County and a past president. He
has enormous contacts in the game and his knowledge of rugby and players
is well known.

We are well covered on the local scene through the direct involvment of
Eric Fitzsimons and lain MacCorquodale, but Jack will be building up a
network of scouts and tipsters through the country. We wish him well in his
new position.

TREVOR CROSTON

It is with great pleasure that we can report the signing of the Wigan St.
Pat’s and'Great Britain youth back-row forward Trevor Croston. Trevor comes
to the club with a good reputation. He has played for Lancashire at under-17
and under-19 and he took Britain’s man of the match award in the Youth Test
againstthe JuniorKiwis earlier this season. Welcome Trevor, and best wishes
for a long and happy stay at Oldham.

9




FLASHBACK
DO YOU REMEMBER

A regular feature in which we delve into the
photographic files of the Oldham Evening Chronicle.

May 9, 1982. Young skipper Terry Flanagan holds aloft the Second Division

Rose Bowl after the final game of the season against Workington. Will history be
repeated in April,1988?

22.11.81...Martin Murphy heads for the cornerin an 1 1-5 Second Division victory
over Halifax during the title-winning campaign.

10

FAGE IN THE GROWD

JACK DEARDEN
— our man on the terraces

The Oldham club’s progress to the headline-hitting late stages of
the John Player Special Trophy was a great pre-Christmas boost for the
club. The quarter-final victory at Warrington was a tribute to all involved
at Watersheddings including the fans, whose backing this season has
been magnificent.

It was also pleasing for the management, directors and coaching
staff to see some reward for their efforts. How the players seem to
relish the challenge of playing against the top clubs - a liking which should
stand us in good stead when the Silk Cut Challenge Cup starts soon.

A mention, too, for Saddleworth Rangers who put up a superb
show to reach the semi-finals of the Lancashire Cup, only to lose at Leigh
Niners after leading 16-0 at one stage. I'm sure all the Rangers players
will have benefited from the experience and it should stand them in good
stead for future challenges.

Still on the subject of local talent, St. Anne’s have no fewer than
seven players in the Lancashire under-19 squad, so let’'s hope they can
follow the town's great tradition of supplying many youngsters to the
professional clubs. Examples include Mark Roberts (Warrington), Mike
Ford and John Henderson (Leigh), Darren Bloor (Salford), Gary
Ainsworth (Swinton), Nicky Kiss and Richard Russell (Wigan). There are
many others too numerous to mention and, hopefully, players of this
standard in the future will be encouraged to remain in the town and help
to re-establish Oldham as one of Rugby League’s top clubs.

Finally, some good news on the TV front for League fans following
the decision of Granada to screen ‘Scrumdown’, a new match-of-the-day
type programme on Sunday evening. Even though we haven’t got prime
viewing time, it's good to see a new Rugby League programme and I
think it will prove very popular even though it is being shown at 11.30
pm. | also hear that Channel 4 is due to screen the film ‘The First
Kangaroos’ on Boxing Day so by the time these notes are read some of
us will have been able to see Dennis Waterman as English hero Albert
Goldthorpe.

: JACK DEARDEN

NEXT HOME SEE LOCAL
MATCH PRESS

1"
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CORKY’S COMMENTS . ...

(lain MacCorquodale on the local scene)

The column this week is devoted to the Greater Manchester Youth League and
spotlights, in particular, the flourishing Royton Tigers club which will be providing a
curtain-raiser in the near future with their talented under-nine side.

Reformed in 1986-7, the league has gone from strength to strength under the
leadership of secretary Tony Finan and chairman Stephen Bithell and the committee
has achieved a success story thatis the envy of all youth and juniorleagues in BARLA.

This season the league has over 40 teams playing at under-11,13,15 and 16 and
it also caters for under-9s in friendlies and cup competitions for under-17s in
conjunction with the North West Counties League.

The league has a mix of clubs with establiashed open-age sides, plus clubs which
just run junior teams. The league is proud of its development and is constantly striving
to expand further. Playing standards are improving and in a series of regional fixtures
at Barrow the league’s representative sides performed admirably despite losing.

The league has agreed to a request from development officer Neil Wood to
introduce mini-rugby for its under-9s next season. This will hopefully encourage more
teams to start at under 9, as less players are needed, and mini-rugby teaches boys
correct skills at an early age, as proved in Australia. This progressive move, if
successful and copied elsewhere, could have a massive impact in improving
standards and the league is to be congratulated for its willingness to take up this
initiative.

Royton Tigers can undoubtedly be regarded as one of the success stories of the
current upturn in junior and youth rugby. Formed in October,1986 by Stephen Bithell
and his wife Marilyn, the club is one of the most progressive in Oldham, catering for
boys from 6 to 16 and fielding four teams each week.

Success is not measured by winning trophies but by making Rugby League a
game in which the whole family can take part. Sisters and mums join in at training
sessions as well as supporting the teams on match days. Opponents can be assured
of a warm welcome at the Duke of Edinburgh in Royton after the match, as landlord
Tom Clare is the club president. The club has no formal committee, preferring to have
meetings for all parents to have a say.

The club’s success shows there is a wealth of talent in Oldham which, correctly
coached and encouraged to seek enjoyment first and foremost, will provide the
Oldham senior club with an endless supply of players and spectators for years to
come.

Steve Deakin, the St.Anne’s coach, reports that 11 local lads have been selected
forthe Lancashire squads: Graham Robinson (open age), Gary Flanagan, Jason Bloor,
Paul Kay, Glen Galbraith, Martin Ogden, lan Charnock, Mick Welden (under-19), Martin
Kay, Andrew Sherrat, Chris Tessier (under-17).

Says Steve :With Saddleworth going out in a closely-fought semi-final to eventual
Lancashire Cup winners Leigh Miners and Oldham schools proudly flying the flag,
the Oldham public have every right to feel proud not only of the professional team,
but of all aspects of Rugby League in the town.

“Long may this success continue and here’s hoping that lain MacCorquodale’s
dreams of an Oldham team playing at Wembley with Oldham lads comes true.”
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THE OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

cns“I-I“E PROMOTIONS

DAILY DRAW
£100 EVERY DAY

MUST BE WON

z+ Only 50p <
Ten chances aday for seven days
Every day someone will win £100

ITCOULD BE YOU

RADIO -8 CARS

24 HOUR SERVICE
5,6, & 7 SEATER

633 2277
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_THE BOSS TALKING. ..

( A personal view by Oldham coach Eric Fitzsimons )

i |

A warm welcome to everyone from Rochdale
Hornets. | will always hold the club warmly in my
thoughts as they gave me my first opportunity to
coach the game. Hornets have struggled, like
many clubs, to keep their heads above water. Let's
hope the sale of the ground, accompanied by
some astute spending, helps to win them long-
term success. | believe that the game is helped
locally when both clubs are doing well.

The semi-final against St. Helens has pre-
occupied the club, the town, spectators and
players for the last three weeks and it has had its
effect on league fixtures against Doncaster and
Barrow. It is now vital that the team gets back to
ground zero and puts all cup thoughts out of their
minds.

I cannot emphasise enough to everyone connected with the club that our main priority must
be promotion. Let's concentrate very hard on each league fixture and not allow any more
distractions. We have no sooner finished our involvment with the John Player than the draw is
made for the Challenge Cup. The players are undergoing a serious test of character and an
assessment of their ability to mentally blank off distractions and focus on what should be bread
and butter - the league.

From a coach’s point of view what | need above all else now is serious competition for places
to keep players on their toes. Injuries have created situationsa in some positions where no cover
is available. We cannot afford apathy. Life is difficult enough without us beating ourselves!

Some encouraging news on the playing front. lan Sherratt is approaching match fitness and
lan Bates appears to have shaken off his shoulder injury. Colin Hawkyard gets his pot off any
time and should be available within the next couple of weeks or so if he can get strength and
mobility back in his hand. Steve Patterson has pleased us with his ‘A’ team form, and playing
at No.6, he has given Paul Lord some serious competition. Leo Casey recovered quickly from
what he thought was a torn muscle and he is working hard to re-establish himself as a first team
contender, which has to be how he sees himself. Tony Copeland has also recovered from a rib
cartilage injury.

A personal tribute to Ossie Rowe, our conditioner. Not only has he got Jim Knox and Ray
Hill pumping iron on Mondays and Wednesdays, he has played a large part in our progress this
season through his care and attention to detail. The martial arts discipline has been brought to
bear in the weights room and the results are clearly evident.

Incidentally, how many of you can manage 600 sit-ups in a single session? Nick Burke did
just that. At the same time Neil Clawson did a 45-minute training programme in 25 minutes and
Paddy Kirwan completed three full circuits with his pot on!

Welcome to Oldham, Trevor Croston. | hope you have a long and successful career with us.
Getdowntoworkinthe A’ team and let me see you ready when I call on you for firstteam duty.

Finally, to all our fans a big THANK-YOU for your terrific support. We really appreciate it.

Best wishes to you all for the New Year. iet's keep on the winning path and finish the second
half of the season in style.

15




BUTTERWORTHS
Fsh & ChipsCafe & Take Away

104/106 Union St.

P.D.
Bradbury

Your Local
Video Recording Service
Sports, Weddings,
Parties, etc.
In Full Colour and Sound

Tel. 061—-665 2903

For the very best in traditional foods.

Open Mon-Sat Lunch 11.30 am-2pm
Thurs-Fri-Sat Teas 4pm-6.30 pm.

T]1]L|E L%
S[T[Y[L[E]

CERAMIC WALL AND FLOOR TILING SPECIALISTS
TEL (MOSSLEY) 04575 4142

PROPRIETORS: ROGER MATTHEWS, DAVID FIELDHOUSE
143 STOCKPORT ROAD, MOSSLEY, OLS ORD.
telephone: 04575 4142

FOLLOW YOUR TEAM, HIRE . ..

THE PENNINE LOUNGE

For all Occasions

Hot & Cold Menus — Competitive Rates

MUMPS BRIDGE, OLDHAM
Contact Secretary Mr. Charlton or tel: 633 0614

ADAMSONS CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

THE MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REPAIR
SPECIALISTS

APPROVED REPAIRERS FOR MOST
INSURANCE COMPANIES
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

wmme  CASTLE MILL STREET i
VBAA  EorromorThe Moo %‘3
061-620 5982 /624 1904
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Appearances & Scorers

SEASON 1987-88
(to date - 17 possible)

APPS
(inc.Subs)

Atkinson K. 7 1 27 - 58
Irving R. 9 1 - - 4
Hawkyard C. 12 2 8
MeadowsK. 17 4 - 16
Edwards J. 6 - 1 2
Peters S. 10 - - -
KirwanP. 9 2 8
Sherrattl. 4 1 4
Sandersonl. 16 4 16
Waddell H. 16 4 16
Worrall M. 6 2 2 12
Graham M. 17 4 16
FlanaganT. 16 3 12
RoundP. 17 13 52
ShermanP. 3 - -
CopelandT. 3 - -
MorrisonT. 2 - -
Bardsley M. 6 - -
MarsdenR. 1 - -
Burke M. 12 4 3 1 23
Walsh P. 12 6 34 92
Batesl|. 3 1 4
Clawson N. 12 1 4
McCarthyB. 1 9 36
FoyD. 7 3 12
RobinsonS. 7 1 4
NadiolaT. 3 - -
Warnecke G. 6 3 12
MylerC. 3 »
HallM. 2
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RESU

OLDHAM RLFC FIXTURES &

10

LTS

Atkinson3G
Atkinson8G
Atkinson7G 1T
Atkinson2G
AtkinsondG
Burke

Burke
Burke2T

Burke1T
Burke
Burke
Burke
Burke 3GIT

Burke

Burke 1DG
Burke
Burke

Opponents Att. F
Aug 30  Whitehaven 3122 20 &
Sep 2 Keighley 3,724 32 3
Sep 6  Bramiey 2851 6 n
Sep 13 Warrington 5654 8 42
Sep 20  Springtield 3114 22 -20
Sep 27 Doncaster 2060 18 20
Oct 4 Huddenfield 1729 26 4
Oa 1 Shetfield 3774 44 -20
Oct18  Carlisle MATCH POSTPONED — NO NEW DATE YET.
Oct25  Barrow 3925 36 -8
Nov |  Keighley 178 12 -10
Nov. 8 FULHAM 3197 36 -8
(JPST — prelim)
Nov 15 Bradford 4858 2 €
(JPST 1)
Nov22  Batley 2808 4 -0
(JPST-2)
Nov 29 Warrington 5084 4 10
(JPST-3)
Dec6  Doncaster 3551 17 a6
Dec 13  Barrow 1,800 u a8
t.H
Dec 19 r_m...mqmwon.nz 8.316 8 18
Dec 26 Rochdale
Jan3  Springfield
Jan10  Whitehaven
Jan17  Runcorn
Jan4  Wakefield
Jan31  Challenge Cup
Feb 14 Challenge Cup
Feb 21 Featherstone
Feb 28 Featherstone
Mar 6  Workington
Mar 13 Bramley
Mar 20 Huddersfield
Mar 27  Sheffield
Apr | Rochdale
Apr 4  Runcorn
Apr 10 Wakefield
Apr 17 Carlisle

Hawkyard
Hawkyard
Hawkyard
Hawkyard
Hawkysrd|T
Hawkyard
Atkinson3G
Foy

Foy1T
Foy
Foy

Robinson IT Foy

Robinson  Foy IT

Robinson  Warnecke

Robinson Warnecke

Meadows
Mesdows
MesdowsIT
Meadows| T
Meadows! T
MeadowsI T
McCerthy2T
McCarthy!IT

McCarthy
McCarthy1T
McCarthy 1T
McCarthy

L3
McCarthy IT

McCarthy

McCarthy IT Meadows
Robinson Warnecke T Meadows McCarthy

Edwards
Edwards
Edwards
Edwards
Edwards
Edwards1G
Meadows
Meadows

Meadows
Mesdows
Meadows

Meadows

Meadows

Meadows

Paters
Peters
Peters
Paters
Paters
Walsh
WaishiT
Walsh6G 1T

Walsh6G1T
Walsh2G1T
Walsh 6G1T
Walsh 3GIT
Walsh 3G
Walsh 3G

Walsh 26
Waish 3G

Nadiola Warnecke IT Meadows McCarthy [T Walsh

Clawson! T
Clawson
Clawson

Clawson
Clawson
Clawson
Clawson
Clawson
Clawson
Clawson

Clawson
Clawson

Sanderson1T
Sanderson
Sanderson 1T
Sanderson
Sanderson
Sanderson
Hall 27

Sanderson
Sanderson

Waddell
Waddell

Waddull2T
Waddell
Waddell
Waddell
Waddell IT

Waddell

Bardsley
Waddel!
Waddeil

1987-88

S

W
R

A

R

R

R

R

Round2T

Round

Round

Round 2T

Round IT Hawkyard Graham
Round 3T Graham Flanagan
Round IT Graham Flanagan IT
Round Graham Flanagan
Round Bardsley Graham
Round Flanagan Graham

Join the lifeline --and get rich! Another lucky £1,000 Winner poses for the camera,
K Barnes, watched by club officials and sponsors. Join now! You could hit luck y in the New Year.

Round
Waddel|
Flanagan1T
Mormon
Marsden
Worrall
Flanagan
Flanagan

Flanagan
Flanagan
Flanagan

Warnecke Flanagan

Warnecke T Nadiols

Myler Bardsley

Myler
Foy IT
Myler

Morrison
Flanagan
Bardsley
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Hotel

& Restaurant

193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM

Jrince George

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED
THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

Telephone: 061-633 1328

Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing
10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.

PERFECT CHOICE
Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches
Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Choice

Tel: 061-624 0341

: Always Good Value

Delicious Anytime

Heat Seal Badges

Printed Scarves

Pennants
Armbands

Safety Helmet Stickers
Window Stickers

Printed Badges
Printed Ties

T Shirts
Tea Towels

For that special treat we are hard to beat
Try our “Friday Fivers’ Night
And Traditional Sunday Lunch
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SIMPSONS

ESTATE AGENTS

113 Union Street., Oldham 652 3311
Late Night Thurs. Open till 7 pm

Also at:—

14 Lees Rd., Mossley, Tel. Mossley 31111
63 High St., Uppermill. Tel, Saddleworth 4188
37 Market St., Shaw. Tel, 652 3311
8 Middleton Rd., Royton, Tel. 652 3311

J. W. MINTON
& CO.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

95 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM OL4 4LY
59 MARKET STREET, SHAW, OLDHAM OL2 8NP
Telephones: 061-626 4297/061-626 4274

Telephone 061-834 0057

the SHIRTMAKERS
64 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN

SAXO0n

STORAGE
E€QUIPMENTLTD

For the supply of:
Clothes Lockers, Cupboards,
Filing Systems, Office Furniture,
B.S. Shelving, Pallet Racking,
Partitioning & Suspended Ceilings
— Competitive prices for
Office Stationery.

Goyt Mill, Upper Hibbert Lane, Marple, Stockport SK6 7HX.
Tel: 061427 2143

PAUL STUART & Co.

(PENNINE HYDRAULICS)

HOSE DISTRIBUTORS-RUBBER
P.V.C. TUBING COUPLINGS
Rubber Sheet, Sponge Rubber
Mouldings.

20 Commercial Rd.,

(off Greaves Street)

Oldham. OL1 1DD.
Tel. 620 4129

Alfred<:
__ilaylor

YOUR LOCAL BUILDING MATERIAL CENTRES
JACKSON STREET HIGGINSHAW LANE

LEES ROYTON
061-652 4137 061-652 2318

/EGDTTSJ OL([))FHAM

Mona Mill, Fields New Road,
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 8NY
Telephone: 061-624 9221/2/3 -
061-624 5291/2 Telex: 667357
FOR YOUR LOCAL & LONG
DISTANCE HAULAGE
CONTACT H. LUCAS

EDWARDS VEEDER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Full Accountancy service to small businesses,
self employed & Limited Companies
*Taxation * VAT
*Inland Revenue * Investments
Enquiries *Company Accounts
*Book—Keeping
*PAYE Computerised
061 620 2133
Brunswick Square,
Union St,, Oldham.
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WITH THE SUPPORTERS CLUB

Welcome today to all the supporters from Rochdale. We haven’t met for
quite a while so let’s hope we all enjoy ourselves today - fans from both clubs
- and have the festive season reward of watching a good, clean game in the
best traditions of Rugby League football.

Our canteens around the ground are open for refreshment. We can't
promise turkey and Christmas pud! But no doubt you’ve had enough of that
already.

May we remind our fans that match videos are now available at £10 to
buy and £1.50 to hire, and that people wishing to travel with us to away
games should book their seats at all times on 665-1832 or 627-0235.

Thanks are due to Mrs.Rogers of Top Street, Mr. Gane and Vic Smith of
Constantine Street, all of whom have made kind donations to the prize fund
for the Junior Reds draw.

Finally, the committee wishes the compliments of the season to the
players, who put up such a terrific show in the John Player semi-final, the
directors and all the supporters.

Z SALFORD
AUTOMATICS LTD

Franklin Industrial Estate, Franklin Street,
Oldham OL1 2AX

.TELEPHONE: 061-665-2760/061-678-8057
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DIRECT FROM THE BOARD

(A regular feature in
which a member of the board will take you
behind the scenes)

THIS WEEK - GREG PACHE

Hi, folks! It's my turn again to say a few words. By the time
you read these notes you will have had your Christmas pud and be
looking forward to a good game of rugby against our friends and
neighbours from Rochdale Hornets.

If you read the Oldham Chronicle you will be well aware of our intentions for the
future of the club, not only to secure its survival but to ensure a successful future. We are now
nearer than ever to completing our share issue, but legalities have caused delays in the club’s
conversion fo a PLC, although we hope to be offering the issue by March.

Thanks are due to Slumberland for their shirt sponsorship and to the people who
worked into the early hours to complete the sewing in time.

We have had a successful few months and we now look forward to 1988. Happy
New Year!

GREG PACHE

St. James BROCKBANK of ALTRINCHAM

WE'RE ONLY HALF-AN-HOUR
Service Station FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!

Huddersfield Road, Oldham. Pl L

Tel: 061-652 0268

e
N

o
2

L S, TEXACO

Quality Petrol, Oil and
Accessories

Guaranteed Used Cars,
South Manchester's Nissan Centre

Se erci n g an d Repa i rs. 16 STOCKPORT ROAD, ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE. ©061-928 7899

Open: 9am-8pm Weekdays, 9am-5pm Saturdays. 11am-5pm Sundays
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NEW CROSS
MOTORS

NEW CROSS
OLDHAM ROAD
MANCHESTER
Tel. 832—-5194

FAIRFIELD
MOTORS

BEECHES SERVICE STATION
793 ASHTON ROAD
OLDHAM
CARS TO SUIT ALL POCKETS
Tel. 624 1167

FAIRWAY AND GRUNDY
(INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES) LTD.
HOPE ST.,

SALFORD.

Suppliers of Industrial Hose, Rubber Products
Contractor Tools
Protective Clothing
Lubricants

Gas Equipment
Janitorial Supplies
Hazard Warning
061-745-7474 Equipment

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
TO THE PROPERTY OWNER

RYDER&
DUTTON

11/15 UNION STREET

OLDHAM OL1 1HA
TELEPHONE : 061-652 1231

GREYHOUND GARAGE
CROSS STREET
SALE.
CHESHIRE

Top Car Deals To Top
Rugby League Supporters

WOODLANDS GARAGES (H.M.) LTD.,
602 DIDSBURY ROAD
HEATON MERSEY
061—-432-4927
AND
BARTON LANE ECCLES
061-789-6571
Free Radio and Road Tax On
Production Of This Advert
When You Buy From Us
QUALITY CARS UNDER £3999
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HOME SECURITY CENTRE
92 BRIDGE ST.
WARRINGTON

CHESHIRE
WA1 2RF

For Complete Security
Home or Business
Contact Ivor Jensen
WARRINGTON 571550
DISTANCE NO OBJECT

Here Come
Hornets !

|

Rochdale Hornets, our friends from the other side of Summit Hill, come to Water-
sheddings today for the first time since both clubs were last in the Second Division in season
1981-2.

We don't have many derby clashes these days, a far cry from yesteryear when
we always used to meet in the traditional pre-season Law Cup game and then played
home-and-away league games in a one-division set-up.

Since two divisions came in the clubs have found themselves in different sections,
oftener than not, and what's more we have usually been kept apart in the various cup
competitions.

Five seasons ago, the last time we met, we won 17-5 at Watersheddings and 23-5
at the Athletic Grounds six days later on our way to the Second Division championship.

The match at Rochdale was postponed on Boxing Day and ultimately played on
April 15, less than a week after we had won here on Good Friday.

There is every reason to believe that the Hornets will come here today fired up to
put one over on the old enemy. What terrific games there have been between the clubs in
the past. One's memory slips back easily to the days of the 50s team at Oldham and their
battles with Ted Cahill, Norman Short, Johnnie Fishwick etc.

Even before that, Rochdale had a clutch of Aussies during the days when Cec Fifield
was manager and he brought over players like Reg and Ron Stamford, Wally Ellean, ‘Babe’
Kelly and several others.

These days, the Hornets can also boast players from Down Under, including scrum-
half Aaron Sawyer, skipper and back-row forward Gerry Byron, both Aussies, and a New
Zealander in front-row forward Scott Barrow.

Our coach Eric Fitzsimons, of course, was boss at the Athletic Grounds last year,
so he should have first-hand knowledge of what they can do even though there have been
several new recruits in a side now handled by former Widnes and Great Britain centre Eric
Hughes.

The Ruane brothers, Dennis and Andy, are doing well in the Hornets side at present
and the best-known names are Hughes himself, in the centre, record buy Brian Garrity at
stand-off - bought from Runcorn for £20,000 - and the experienced Alan Fairhurst, who
competes with Sawyer for the No. 7 jersey.

In the pack, one can look out for local lad Dave Brown on the open side of the
front-row and possibly Sean Hoare at No.10. Some years ago, Hoare move to Fulham for
a £30,000 fee but he is now back at the Athletic Grounds on loan and is ready to step up
to senior duty after a string of impressive displays in the ‘A’ team.

Whether skipper Byron plays will depend on his fitness - he has been out for several
weeks with Achilles tendon trouble - but the Hornets will nevertheless boast a mobile
back-row, possibly featuring former Wakefield Trinity star Dean Williams in the second-row
and Mark Sanderson, brother of Oldham'’s lan, at loose-forward.

The Sanderson boys have never played against each other in a competitive match
before - one of several interesting tit-bits in what should be a terrific holiday derby.
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FOLLOW THE A TEAM

The ‘A’ team haas had a frustrating time in recent weeks. They won well at Doncaster 20-8, but the
next two games were both postponed, through no fault of our own.

At Doncaster, lan Sherratt returned to action after his long lay-off in fine style, and there were pleasing
displays from Bob Marsden, Leo Casey, Keith Atkinson, Richard Irving and half-backs Steve Patterson
and Jeff Edwards.

After turning round level at 8-8, Oldham took command and finished with three tries by Patterson,
Edwards and a trialist. Sadly, the next game against Barrowq was called off by Barrow because they
could not raise a team - notwithstanding the fact that we went up there earlier in the season with eight
or nine trialists - and then the match at Dewsbury was postponed due to a waterlogged pitch.

Our new youth signing, Trevor Croston, was due to make his debut at Crown Platt, but he will now
have to wait a little longer.

COMMERCIAL CORNER

(Development Office topics with Ray Hill)

Here's hoping you all had a happy Christmas. Now let's raise our glasses for a Happy New
Year...for the team, the club, and the game of Rugby League, not forgetting my two hard-work-
ing girls in the office, Susan Angrave and Karen Scott, without whose help the commercial
department would not be nearly so successful.

Just recently, Susan and Karen have had to do a lot of apologising to supporters for our
lack of stock in the souvenir shop during the run-up to Christmas. | would like to add my apologies
to disappointed customers and point out that it was due to matters entirely beyond our control.
You can rest assured that we are doing everything possible to get in as much stock as possible
as quickly as possible.

On the sponsorship front, Monty's and Vaux Beers have sponsored new track suits for
the team in a deal spanning the rest of this season and next season. They were worn for the
first time at the John Player semi-final when director Greg Pache also negotiated another deal
with Slumberland for jersey sponsorship.

Replica track suits will be available to the public at Midas Sports in the not-too-distant-
future and hopefully, you will find that we will have a lot more stock in our souvenir shop over
the next few weeks in the run-up to the first round of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup when we hope
to see our fans bedecked in as much red and white as possible.

Finally, in addition to the staging of the normal Lifeline Draw at half-time today, we will
also hold a special Lifeline draw for a £500 Neilson holiday voucher. That's a terrific prize for
some lucky Lifeline member at a time when people are starting to think about holidays next
summer. Join Lifeline now. There's good money to be won -and you are helping the club as well.

Pullen Pumps Service Division

Offers the best, cost effective service in the
maintenance and repair of pumps and cg:#
control equipment,
Call us on 092-575-6000 or 5201

Northern Service Centre
11 Eagle Brow, Lymm, Cheshire. Telex: 627956
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PRESS BOX CHATTER

(Roger Halstead, Oldham Evening Chronicle)

The Oldham club can look forward with great optimism to 1988.
Only six months ago the club’s future was in the bcﬂance. ew would have
predicted that before the turn of the year the team would have appeared
in a John Player Trophy semi-final after demolishing First Division giants like
Bradford Northern and Warrington en route.

Success like that doesn’t just happen. It has to be worked for. A
tremendous amount of hard graft has gone on at Watersheddings in the past
fgwhmonths, both behind the scenes at administrative level and on the training
pitch.

A lot more has still to be done. The club is trying to lay down roots
for long-term success while simultaneously putting a team on the field to do
the town proud in the short term.

The directors inherited massive problems last summer, but they have
done a splendid job in difficult circumstances. The same goes for the coaching

staff. Well done, everyone...and here’s to 1988.
ROGER HALSTEAD

TELEPHONE (061) 624 5329/ (061) 652 0204
THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW MONEY MATTERS SHOPACHECK
FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
DIVISIONAL OFFICE
17 UNION STREET
OLDHAM, GREATER MANCHESTER 0L1 1HA
SHOPACHECK BRANCHES: HYDE, ROCHDALE, BURY, BOLTON, STOCKPORT.

OldhamWater

ALL SEASONS HOUSE, Y75
PARK ROAD, OLDHAM S
SANDYPRESS LTD., TEL: 061-626 0574

Litho Printers & Designers,
Crusader Works, Specialists in : —

72 Chapeltown Street, 100% WATERPROOF CLOTHING
Ancoats, THERMAL SOCKS & CLOTHING
Manchester M1 2WH. WINTER WARM JACKETS
Tel: 061-273 7535 Also equipment for : —
WALKERS, SKIERS, WATERSKIERS
SAILORS, DIVERS, WINDSURFERS,
CANOEISTS
10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF
THIS AD.
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MATCH REPORTS

Oldham v Doncaster

A late drop by Mick Burke proved the difference between the sides as
Oldham beat Doncaster 17-16 at Watersheddings. Our great win at
Warrington in the John Player Trophy in the previous match seemed to put
the players’ minds on other things and Doncaster came close to snatching
a shock ‘double’, having beaten us at Tattersfield in September.

In the end Oldham were indebted to that Burke ‘drop’ and two tries by

hooker Martin Hall, playing in his first game of the season.
Barrow v Oldham

Martin Hall kept a senior place at Barrow - but at scrum half. With Steve
Peters, Paddy Kirwan, lan Bates and Steve Patterson on the casualty list, we
had a No. 7 problem, and Martin came to the rescue as a result of his
versatility. Unfortunately, we slipped to our second league defeat by 18-14,
although the game was there for the taking in the last 20 minutes when we
attacked constantly.

Another case, maybe of John Player-itis. For the record Des Foy and Gary
Warnecke scored tries and Peter Walsh kicked three goals.
Oldham v St. Helens
(John Player semi-final at Wigan)

Our lads lost a semi-final - but won a lot of friends. Saints had the fright
of their lives before they won 18-8 thanks to two late tries by Roy Haggerty
and Shane Cooper. The tie was anybody’s until Cooper’s score three minutes
fromtime, which produced ascoreline thatdid not reflectthe balance of play.

We trailed 6-4 at half-time, Bryan McCarthy having scored our try, and
then went in front when Gary Warnecke having scored our try, and then went
in front when Gary Warnecke dived over following a Steve Peters chip ahead
on the last tackle.

Saints hit back to go 12-8 in front but with the tie balanced on a knife
edge, the Oldham players felt sure Tom Nadiola won a perfectly legal
touchdown after a Peter Walsh ‘Bomb’. The referee had to make a decision
and it went against us. On such decisions cup ties are won and lost, but full
credit to the players for a terrific.performance, crowned when Hugh Waddell
took the man of the match award. Well done, Hughie!

PROGRAMME PICTURES by Courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
SINCERE THANKS ALSO TO OLD ADVERTISERS

PROGRAMME DESIGNED
AND PRODUCED BY
UNIQUE OFFER !!! CHEADLE PUBLISHING

A BOARD AROUND THE GROUND THIS | ED/TEDBY ROGER HALSTEAD

SEASON AND NEXT — THE SAME PRICE! PRINTED BY SANDYPRESS
All Enquiries to:

PROMOTE YOUR COMPANY. ACT NOW! Cheadle Publishing
Phone: Commercial Dept. 31 Park Lodge Close

RAY HILL on: 620 — 4870 Cheadle

Cheshire

061—-428-3566
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RIS TS

FOR TIMBER

NEW TIMBER
LOWEST PRICES
e /L B

Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham. Tel: 061-652 5421. Telex: 666505

- Depots at: Manchester 061-834 8505 : Rochdale 47208 - Ashton 061-308 3746
¥ Oldham 061-620 2128 - Bury 061-761 6416 * Sale 061-973 9578




