st DIVISION

ROVERS b OLDHAM THIS SEASON'S MATCH BALL SPONSORS -
__~GOLOURS Red & White
| TEAMMANAGER  Eric Fitzsimons 11\>._.Imxm.~jcz_
~ IS N S Carper & Furnishings Limnte

CHRIS BIBB

STEVE QUINN
PAUL LYMAN

ALAN BANKS
RICHARD MARSH

Phnee i

GRAHAM STEADMAN
DERYCK FOX - (Capt)

Forwardt

JEFF GRAYSHON
KEITH BELL
JOHN BASTIAN
KARL HARRISON
PAUL HUGHES
PETER SMITH

Subs

JOHN CROSSLEY
GARY SIDDALL

Martins (Pontefract), Lfd. o
Bay Horse Inn, ww:‘g_‘..:.‘\,, , , ja
Diamond Seal, 8 The Pfecinct,|Feath
D & S White Mobile Om,ﬂ.m_;:m ,

Terry Hudson, Station Hotel, Streethouse.

Featherstone Carpet & Furnishings.

Brian's Sweets, Wakefield.
Brian Palmer, Joiner/Builder
Andrew Wray

John Hill

Ross Travel

Sun Inn, North Featherstone.

Roy Barker, Station Lane, Featherstone.
Barracks Pub, Pontefract.

(Aer m.ﬂ:o_‘.«w Io.ma_w\.uﬁmﬁm,m,,qwmo:m.

J1 MICK BURKE

A

RIEHARDHRVANE QouN)
DES FOY

CHARLIE McALISTER
KEVIN MEADOWS

aOPWN

STEVE PATTERSON
MIKE FORD

~

8 LEGBASEY- CL AW

9 ANDY RUANE

10 HUGHWABBELEC7SEY
11 PASHEROBND /X A0/ 7070
12 COLIN HAWKYARD

13 TERRY FEANAGAN 77 747

14 QW\;K?\N
15 \\\1, o 6..?% \/\

Referee:

Touch Judges: Mr. S. Evans — York (Cerise Flag)

Mr. K. SPENCER (Warrington)

Mr. B. Turgoose — York (Amber Flag)

Man of the Match Sponsor :— EMMA HINCHCLIFF — AGED 13 YEARS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY EMMA FROM EVERYONE AT POST OFFICE ROAD.

91/93 Station Lane, Featherstone
Telephone: Pontefract 708491

rbumZ_Ov:qcmmcb<cz:rcv§

The Complete House Furnishers

Bakers & Confectioners
GREEN LANE BAKERY

16 GREEN LANE FEATHERSTONE
Tel. 794843

SCHOLEY’S BAKERY

THE PRECINCT FEATHERSTONE
Tel. 780175

ROY BARKER

7 Station Lane
Featherstone

MAIN CALOR GAS DEALER
Delivery 7 days a week

RECONDITIONED
PALLETS!|

{WANTED!
40” x 48”

* PROMPT RELIABLE
DELIVERY SERVIGE

* WE COLLECT UNWANTED PALLETS

* LARGE STOCKS OF RECONDITIONED
PALLETS AVAILABLE

IF YOU WANT TO SELL OR BUY RING NOW.

PONTEFRACT 797268 792720
wicooeoain PALLET & BOX REPAIR CO

WAKEFIELD ROAD, FEATHERSTONE, PONTEFRACT

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADERS



Featherstone Rovers RLEC.

President: R. Ashby
Patron: The Earl of Swinton
Ground: Post Office Road, Featherstone. Tel: Pontefract 702386
Colours: Jersey — Irregular Blue and White Hoops, Shorts — Blue,
Stockings — White with Blue turnovers

Management Committee
R. Evans (Chairman), D. Hunt (Vice-Chairman)
M. Ashby, R. Ashby, E. Gardner, J. Hill, T. Mullaney
Secretary: T. Jones, 21 The Croft, Batley Road, West Ardsley.
Rugby League Council Representative: R. Ashby
Yorkshire County Representative: E. Gardner
R.L. Alliance Representative: E. Gardner Colts Representative: T. Mullaney

Team Manager: P. Fox
Assistant Coach: K. Loxton
Colts Coach: P. Bell Conditioner: S. Young
Medical Consultants: Dr. S. Ball, Dr. D. Durie
Hon. Dental Surgeon: J. G. Milne, B.Ch.D.
Club Photographer: E. Lorriam Timekeeper: R. Hinchcliffe
Programme Editor: T. Mullaney ~Groundsman: F. Lavine

Club Honours & Statistics.

Club founded: 1902 and Reformed 1908. Elected to N.R.F.L. June 1921.
Representative Players:

Great Britain: T. Askin, J. Bridges, T. Clawson, M. Dixon, S. Evans, Deryck Fox
Don Fox, D. Hobbs, G. Jordan, A. Morgan, S. Nash, P. Smith, J. Thompson.

Great Britain under 21’s: Deryck Fox, P. Lyman, C. Bibb.
Great Britain under 24’s: K. Bell, S. Evans, D. Fennell, V. Farrar, M. Gibbins,
J. Gilbert, D. Hobbs, T. Ramshaw, P. Smith, V. Thomas, J. Thompson, L. Tonks.

England: J. Bridges, M. Dixon, S. Evans, V. Farrar, J. Hirst, A. Morgan, J. Mullaney,
P. Smith, R. Stone, J. Thompson, A. Wood.

Wales: P. Banner, H. Box.
John Jepson Memorial Trophy 1987-88: P. Smith.

Club Honours:  RL Cup — Winners 1967, 1973, 1983. Runners-up 1952, 1974.
RL Championship — Winners 1977. Runners-up 1928, 1976.
RL Championship 2nd Division — Winners 1980.
Arrowfast Try Scoring Trophy — Winners 1980.
Yorkshire Cup — Winners 1940, 1959.
Runners-up 1928, 1963, 1966, 1969, 1970, 1976, 1977.
Yorkshire League — Runners-up 1928, 1962.
YSC Cup — Winners 1946, 1974. Runners-up 1955, 1960.
YSC Shield — Winners 19486, 1962, 1972.

Ground Records: RL Cup — Attendance 17,531 v St. Helens 1959.
Receipts: £12,287 v Widnes 1981.
Yorkshire Cup — Attendance: 10,700 v Leeds 1959.
Receipts: £8,681 v Hull 1980.
League Attendance 14,990 v Wakefield Trinity 1962.

’

TODAY'S GAME

It is indeed a great pleasure to welcome to
Post Office Road this afternoon, the Players,
Officials and Supporters of Oldham RLFC.

No one will need reminding of the last
meeting between todays opponents when Old-
ham just managed to ‘pip’ Rovers in that classic
Stones Bitter 2nd Division Premiership Final at
Old Trafford in May. That game, which will be
remembered by all Rugby League fans for a
very long time, proved beyond any doubt that
both Rovers and Oldham are more than worthy
of a place in Division one.

Early season results have shown to both
sides how important it is to adjust quickly to
the demands of 1st Div. Rugby. Oldham and
Rovers have suffered home defeats at the hands
of Leeds and in both instances:basic errors in
play by the home sides have led to their down-
fall. Rovers, however, did manage to bounce
back last Sunday with a splendid win over
Hull KR when they totally outplayed a very
strong looking Robins outfit. Provided that
Rovers can maintain that sort of form there
should be little problem in maintaining their
position in the top flight this season. It is vital
that home games are won and so Rovers must
go all out today to ensure a victory that may
well give them a 4-point ‘cushion’ from the
bottom clubs after today’s fixtures are over.

Eric Fitzsimmons and his players will, how-
ever have other ideas as they seek to give the
Oldham club its first league points of the
season. It should prove to be an enthralling
encounter that will provide an anticipated
large crowd with a great deal of excitement this
afternoon.

WELCOME TREVOR

This afternoon may well see the debut of
Rovers first overseas signing, Trevor Clark who
was due to arrive from New Zealand on Thurs-
day. The Maori International is mainly known
as a hooker but can in fact play in most posi-
tions when required. Trevor has already had
successful spells in England with Leeds & York
and we at Post Office Road hope that his stay
with Rovers will be a happy and rewarding one.

Phil Carey, the Canberra utility back, is
due to arrive in this country some time next
week.

GARY SIDDALL BENEFIT
Two major events are coming up shortly in

ROVERS ROUTEWAY
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Gary’s Benefit Year. A ‘Hoe Down’ and Supper
will be held at the Top Farm, West Hardwick
on Friday 23rd Sept. at 8pm. Tickets are avail-
able now from Gary or from the Cashline office
in Station Lane price £6.50. For this event
FREE local transport will be provided. There
will also be an end of season draw for a Peugot
205 car supplied by Carr's of Castleford or
alternatively £4,000 in cash for the winner.
Tickets are £1 each and will be available at all
home games and also at the Cashline Office
and most pubs, clubs and shops in the area.
The winning ticket will be drawn at the last
home game of the season.

CUP TICKETS

Seating tickets for the home Yorkshire
Cup Tie against Doncaster next Sunday are
available to existing seat members at today's
game. From tomorror they will go on sale
on a first come, first served basis.

GRAHAM STEADMAN

Graham Steadman notched up two tries for
a career century of touchdowns last Sunday at
Hull KR. The stand-off has scored 37 for his
present Featherstone Rove  -lub and 63 for
York. An amateur from the Fealherstone area,
Steadman made his debut for York as an
unnamed trialist stand-off at Hull KR on 24th
March 1982. York lost the Division One match
36-7 but Steadman played in the next match
as a trialist being signed. Steadman was trans-
ferred to Featherstone in Feb. 1986 for
£50,000, a record for both clubs. He made his
debut for Featherstone at leeds on 16 Feb.
1986 when he scored the try ...d goal in a
44-6 Division One defeat. Steadman’s most
prolific season was 1983-84 when he scored
25 for York and was 7th in the chart, the only
time he has finished in the top ten. His career
total of 100 tries includes four hat-tricks,
three of them for York. Steadman’s season by
season totals are as follows :—

YORK Tries FEATHERSTONE
1981-82 1 1985-86 5
1982-83 9 1986-87 12
1983-84 25 1987-88 17
1984-85 20 1988-89 3
1985-86 8

Totals: York 63, Featherstone 37.
GRAND TOTAL — 100.

WIDNES — Naughton Park, Lowerhouse Lane.
From M62: Junction 7 (A57/A569). Follow
signs Widnes A569. Junction with A568/A5080
At mini-roundabout turn left then at next
roundabout turn right A568. In 1.2 miles turn
right into Highfield Road unclassified. In 0.4
mile at crossroads forward into Lowerhouse
Lane — Ground on Left.
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205 car supplied by Carr's of Castleford or
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Tickets are £1 each and will be available at all
home games and also at the Cashline Office
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44-6 Division One defeat. Steadman's most
prolific season was 1983-84 when he scored
25 for York and was 7th in the chart, the only
time he has finished in the top ten. His career
total of 100 tries includes four hat-tricks,
three of them for York. Steadman’s season by
season totals are as follows :—

YORK Tries FEATHERSTONE
1981-82 1 1985-86 5
1982-83 9 1986-87 12
1983-84 25 1987-88 17
1984-85 20 1988-89 3
1985-86 8

Totals: York 63, Featherstone 37.
GRAND TOTAL — 100.

WIDNES — Naughton Park, Lowerhouse Lane.
From M62: Junction 7 (A57/A569). Follow
signs Widnes A569. Junction with A568/A5080
At mini-roundabout turn left then at next
roundabout turn right A568. In 1.2 miles turn
right into Highfield Road unclassified. In 0.4
mile at crossroads forward into Lowerhouse
Lane — Ground on Left.




I think it is fair to say that throughout the game the season has set off
with great enthusiasm and excitement.

We were all disappointed with the defeat by Leeds but absolutely delight-

ed with the game at Craven Park. Both games brought tremendous fast rugby for
us to see and no-one could say that they did not have value for money.

We welcome today our first New Zealand guest player for some years and

we hope that Trevor and wife enjoy their stay with us in our community as well as
with the club.

It is a special day for the youngsters today with the launch of the local
Crime Prevention Committees ‘Rovers Tips' cards. The scheme is that at every
home match the duty policeman will carry one of a series of players cards which
will be given out to any youngster who asks for one. The cards are a very attractive
set of eighteen and each one carries a crime prevention message and a rugby
message as well as a photograph of an individual player. A starter of two, Deryck
Fox and Graham Steadman will be given out today. | will leave it to others to
decide at what age you stop being young!

If you have not yet started watching our Alliance team can | advise you
to get started soon. Two victories of 38-0 and 26-0 should speak for itself.

Finally | trust that work being carried out at the ground does not incon-
venience anyone but it is all in the cause of greater comfort and safety at matches.

KEN SPENCER

(Warrington)

Date of Birth:
29th August 1947

Grade Two:
1974-75

Grade One:
1983-84




In the past few seasons matches between Oldham and Featherstone Rovers have been close,
exciting and entertaining, but never so much as last year when we played three matches, the total
points difference for the matches was only 5; one match drawn and one win by either side. You
cannot get anything much closer than that. Both sides won thousands of new friends for that fan-
tastic battle at Old Trafford, which was supposed to be the curtain-raiser for the first division
final, but | am afraid that match came a poor second to “our’’ match.

Regarding overseas players the two clubs seem to have much the same idea. We had talks with
Ashley Gilbert and believed that he was our player for the season but Ashley changed his mind and

decided to join the men from Oldham.

MICK BURKE (full back). Won almost every
honour in the game with Widnes and joined
Oldham in a £40,000 deal in January last year.
The only player to have won both the Lance
Todd Trophy for the outstanding display at
Wembley and the Harry Sunderland Trophy for
winning the man-of-the-match award in a
championship final.

KEVIN MEADOWS (wing) experienced wing-
man who has seen service with St. Helens and
Warrington. Joined Oldham with team-mate
Steve Peters, at the start of last season and was
an ever-present in Oldham’s Second Division
championship-winning side. Also scored the
vital try that gave Oldham the Second Division
premiership trophy in that thrilling final
against Featherstone at Old Trafford.
RICHARD IRVINE (wing) snapped up by
Oldham from amateur rugby in Huddersfield.
Richard won both Yorkshire and Great Britain
amateur honours in youth football and Oldham
expect big things of him as he gains in experi-
ence.

DES FOY (centre) one of five Oldham players
who toured Down Under in 1984 and the
younger brother of former Wigan player, Martin
Foy. Des won stacks of honours in schoolboy
rugby and signed for Widnes before transferring
to Oldham in a deal that took Brian Hogan
back to Naughton Park. Pacy and penetrative,
he played in the first Test against Australia in
Sydney on the ‘84 tour.

CHARLIE McALISTER (centre) hit the head-
lines last season when he turned pro for Old-
ham after having a ‘secret’ trial. His name
leaked out, the RU banned him, and the former
All Blacks trialist took the pro ticket. A big
favourite with the Oldham fans, Charlie has
spent the summer playing for Newcastle
Knights in the Sydney League.

CHRIS O'SULLIVAN (stand off) an Aussie
from Canberrs Raiders, Chris will fill the Old-
ham stand-off job this season. One of the most
experienced half-backs in the Sydney league.
MIKE FORD (scrum-half) Spent several good
seasons at Central Park and played in that
magnificent Wembley final against Hull along-
side Brett Kenny. Moved on to Leigh, finally
joined Oldham early this year and toured
down-under this summer with Britain.

ANDY RUANE (hooker) a new signing from
Rochdale, Andy made his name with home-

town Widnes. Joined Rochdale for £15,000 at
the start of last season. Transferred to Oldham
recently for £8,000 plus utility back Chris
Myler.

HUGH WATTELL (prop) what an impact Hugh
made on the GB tour! Got his big chance in
the third Test at Sydney Sports Ground and
had a blinder in Britain's shock victory. A
£15,000 buy from the old Blackpool Borough
club in January last year. Hugh is currently on
the list at £90,000.

PAUL ROUND (second row) joined Oldham at
the start of last season. Tribunal fixed a
£60,000 fee. Fast and long-striding, Paul is a
player of great potential, as he displayed recent-
ly by scoring 6 tries as Oldham reached the
final of the Central Park sevens.

COLIN HAWKYARD (second-row) a real
stalwart of the Oldham pack, Colin a workhorse
from Huddersfield. Due to enjoy a benefit next
year he has given terrific service over the years
after joining Oldham from junior rugby in the
Huddersfield area.

ASHLEY GILBERT (second-row) another
Aussie from Canberra Ashley will be travelling
with O’Sullivan and his arrival will depend upon
how the Raiders fare in the Sydney play-off. A
player with a good try-scoring record Gilbert
was in fact the leading forward try scorer in the
Sydney League a fortnight ago.

LEO CASEY (prop or second-row) local lad
who won the BARLA youth player of the year
award some vyears ago. A hard worker and
sound tackler. Leo will be out to break into
the senior pack this term.

TERRY FLANAGAN (loose-forward) in his
benefit year, Terry has made more than 300
senior appearances for his home-town club.
Former club captain, first appointed at 19,
County, Test and Tour honours. Terry went
down-under with Britain in 1984.

PAUL TAYLOR (loose-forward) the third of
Oldham’s Aussies. A workaholic with Para-
matta Paul played for Oldham four years ago
and comes back with a proven reputation as a
great tackler and sound defender.

NEIL CLAWSON (prop) son of former GB ace
Terry, Neil was a £5,000 bargain buy from
Featherstone 2 years ago. Made his name as a
regular member of the Oldham pack last season
winning the man-of-the-match award in
Oldham’s shock John Player victory v Warr’ton.

Warm&Dry

GAS

Central Heating / Boiler Conversions / Repairs / Installations / Services
City & Guilds Qualified Engineer

DAMP PROOFING
Timber Treatment — Palace/Building Society Approved Contractors
30 Year Guarantee

INSULATION
Loft & Cavity / Rock Wool Cavity Wall Insulation — Lifetime Guarantee
Council Loft Grants up to £137 available — Save up to 35% on fuel bills

WALL TIE REPLACEMENT
—NO OBLIGATION — FREE QUOTES AND SURVEYS —

QUALITY GOODS AND SERVICES GUARANTEED

Barry Banks — Pontefract 700925 David Waud — Pontefract 7802274

MARK CAMPBELL

ELECTRICAL & BUILDING CONTRACTOR
‘0000
ALL ELECTRICAL W2RK ... SHOWERS, RE-WIRES, ETC.

6009

ISOMATIC & INJECTION DAMP PROOFINGS
0000

ROOF REPAIRS — GARAGES — EXTENSIONS
40000

RING HEMSWORTH (0977) 616572 FOR FREE ESTIMATE







