TEAM CHECK
OLDHAM HULL KR

PAUL ROUND — GEORGE FAIRBAIRN
AN GARY CLARKE
CHRIS CLOSE
MIKE FLETCHER
DAVID LAWS
DAVID BISHOP
WAYNE PARKER
MICHAEL PORTER
CHRIS RUDD
MALCOLM BEALL
X GAVIN MILLER

ASHLEY GILBERT CHRIS BURTON
PAUL TAYLOR MIKE SMITH

COLIN-HAWKYARD — ;14 — ANDY THOMPSON
TERRY FLANAGAN — *15 — DAVE HARRISON

Referee: Mr. P. Volante (Batley) Touch Judges: Mr. J. Fishwick (Red Flag), Mr. P. W. Lee (Orange Flag)

¢ JOHN HENDERSO
KEVIN MEADOWS
CHRIS O’SULLIVAN
MIKE FORD
NEIL CLAWSON
ANDY RUANE
JOHN FAIRBANK
EO-CASEY

OILIDIHIAIM

RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
OLDHAM v HULL KR ‘

SUNDAY, OCT. 2nd.
Kick-Off 3.00 p.m.
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BOLTON Millfield Road, Breightmet, Bolton 384867 SALE Glebelands Road 061-969 7843




OLDHAM
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—-to the best team

over the bar.
Kaltenbe

Oldham Rugby League Football Club

THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors: H. Ashworth, D. Gardner, J. Knox, A. G. Pache
Secretary: Mrs. A. Lees

Coaching Staff: E. Fitzsimons, |. MacCorquodale, |. Taylor
Conditioner: O. Rowe

Professional Playing Staff:
K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley, |. Bates, L. Casey, C. Chisnall, N. Clawson, T. Croston,
M. Ford, T. Flanagan, T. Foley, D. Foy, M. Hall, C. Hawkyard, R. Irving, P. Kirwan,
C. McAlister, T. Miller, R. Marsden, K. Meadows, A. Morrison, P. Lord, J. Ogburn,
M. Parrish, S. Patterson, P. Round, A. Ruane, P. Sherman, |. Sherratt, M. Burke,
|. Sanderson, P. Lowndes, T. Naidole, A. Copeland, P. Taylor, C. O’Sullivan,
> A. Gilbert, J. Fairbank.

Hon. Doctor: Dr. Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr. H. Thompson, Mr. D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Commercial Manager: R. Hill Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe

Official Sin Bin Man: David Whitehead

CLUB RECORDS CLUB HONOURS

Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September, 1978 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57
Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09,

24 February, 1912 1921-22,1954-55

Record Receipts: £30,388.70 v Wigan, First Division Champions: 1904-05
4th February, 1987 Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82,

Record Transfer Fee Paid: £65,000 to St. Helens 1987-88
for Paul Round August 1987 Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
and £65,000 for Mike Ford January 1988 1924-25, 1926-27
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26
1921-22 season Larcashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14,
Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57, 1957-58, 1958-59

1 1957-58 season
Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points
v Liverpool City, April 1959 Lancashire Championship Winners: 1807-08,
First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58

Highest number of points scored: Bernard Ganley, Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,
2,881 1923-24, 1954-55

Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76, 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80
Second Division Premiership: 1987-88

Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,
1954-55, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1986-87

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685

‘ Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233
Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182

Programme Pictures: Oldham Evening Chronicle
Programme Typeset and Printed by Hirst, Kidd & Rennie Ltd., Union Street, Oldham, OL1 1EQ.
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ML_I A PORTS

PROBABLY THE BEST SPORTS SHOP AROUND

Whatever your sport — Whatever your need
MIDASPORTS will have it — That’s guaranteed

Suppliers to:
OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
Oldham Town Teams
and many Oldham Schools

QUOTATIONS GIVEN TO CLUBS AND SCHOOLS

IF YOU’RE INTO SPORT
GET INTO
MIDASPORTS

INDOOR MARKET HALL
OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-678 6199

UNIT 6 WARRINGTON STREET
ASHTON-U-LYNE
Telephone: 061-344 0550
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STEVE PATTERSON

PLAYER PROFILE

Full Name: Steven Patterson
Nick Name: Honest Abdul
Birthdate: 28.5.66
Birthplace: Oldham
Marital Status: Single
Occupation: Electrician
Car: None
Fav. TV Show: Young Ones
Fav. Film: Top Gun
Fav. Music: Any
Fav. Food/Drink: Anything
Fav. Reading: War and Peace
Hobbies: Training
Fav. other sports: All
Likes about game:  Everything
Dislikes about game: Injuries
CAREER WITH OLDHAM Superstitions: None
Fav. position: Scrum-half
Date signed on: 1.11.83 Fav. ground Warrington
Debut: v Wigan (Div. One), | Best moment: Picked for Lancs
Central Park, under-17s
‘ 26688 Worst moment: Serious back
| Appearances: 3 injury
Tries: 0 Hardest player to Al little players
Goals: 0 tackle:
Drop goals: 0 Hardest tackler: John Myler
Total points: 0 Fav. all-time player:  Wally Lewis
AUTOGRAPH:




WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK TODAYS MATCH SPONSORS

MATCH SPONSOR
‘MARSHALL PUMPS
BARRY CAVE

BALL SPONSOR
PAUL STUART & CO.

TEAM SPONSOR
TRUECLEAN CLEANING SERVICES

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSOR
STEVE IBBOTSON
QUALITY MEAT SHOP

PROGRAMME DONOR
KEN FISHER TEXTILE MACHINERY

Anyone interested in sponsoring please contact: Ray Hill,
Commercial Dept. Tel: 061-620 4870

OLDHAM RLFC <~

WATERSHEDDINGS

ROUSHYD - ReViEW

MATCH REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS

0898-888-637

S CALL RIGHT NOW! ©
A RING-A-ROUND SERVICE 5p FOR 8 SECONDS (PEAK) 5p FOR 12 SECONDS (OFF PEAK)

THE BOSS TALKING

(A personal view by Oldham coach Eric Fitzsimons)

WE displayed a much-improved level of
professionalism in the cup-tie against
Workington. Despite the fact that they were
Second Division opposition (N.B. we did lose
four times last year to Second Division
opposition) the players never treated
Workington as such.

Their respect was shown by the way we
controlled the ball, reduced our mistakes and
supported the ball-runners on every
occasion. It is vital that we achieve the same
principles match by match in our campaign
for success this season.

The atmosphere in the dressing room is
positive. Players are confident in themselves
and in what the team can achieve. The
overseas signings are obviously going to
have a part to play and it is important that we
pitch our personal standards upwards
towards them, rather than them slowly
tumbling into bad habits and poorer
standards thanthose which they are used to.

| have every confidence in them. They are
already contributing at training, in the
dressing room, and off the pitch. Paul Taylor
and Chris O’Sullivan may turn out to be two
of the most valuable overseas signings
Oldham have had for many years, and
although Ashley Gilbert is taking more time
to settle in | am confident he will contribute
much when he finds his feet in English
football.

Leo Casey has proved himself at this level
and continues to improve. They used to call
Len Casey ‘cast-iron Casey. Comparisons will
inevitably be made, but | think Leo has a quiet
strength and a good attitude that enables him
to ‘express’ himself in the right way. Once he
gets his stamina to 100-per-cent, he will be
well on his way to recognition.

For the first time in 12 months | have had
the luxury of genuine options for positions.
Against Castleford last week five back-row
forwards were available for three places. Terry
Flanagan and Colin Hawkyard were selected
for the bench jobs eventually . . . two players
who have both made their presence felt in
every game to date. Terry’s form is first-class.
His basketball pass to Paul Round for his try
against Workington was a peach. Most
players slow down a bit in their benefit
season, but Terry has stepped up a gear. He
has impressed me with his all-round game.

Colin’s attacking game is much improved
this season and his defence never alters. He
is a tireless ‘team man’ and a thorough
professional in every sense. | sincerely hope
that the public of Oldham will get behind Colin
in his testimonial year, in the same way you
are doing with Terry.

Finally, a big welcome to John Henderson.
I wish him the best of luck at Oldham. He has
come home to fulfill his ambition to play as
a Roughyed.

ERIC FITZSIMONS

NEXT HOME LEAGUE GAME
OLDHAM v ST. HELENS
3.00p.m.

Sunday, October 23rd




For the Complete Coverage
of the Rugby League Scene

Read

Jack McNamara "

and
Alex Murphy

IN YOUR

| Manchester Evening News
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FOR AN EARLY MORNING
DELIVERY SERVICE OF
MILK & DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

COUNTHILL
DAIRY

The Dairy on your doorstep

TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’'s Service

For all your chemist sundries,
Cosmetics and toiletries

E. YATES

CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)

831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

CORKY’S COMMENTS

lain MacCorquodale on the local scene

Firstly, welcome home to John
Henderson. John follows fellow
Oldhamers Michael Ford and lan
Sherratt, who have returned to the fold
in the last couple of years. John
represented England Schools while a
pupil at Fitton Hill. He scored many
splendid tries and one that particularly
sticks in my memory was a 75-yard
effort off a long pass from John Bienias
against St. Cuthbert’s of St. Helens.
Playing for St. Cuthbert’s that day was
Paul Round.

It is good to see that our local
professionals take so much interest in
the amateur game. Last week, at the
Fitton Hill ‘A’ v St. Joseph’s ‘A’ game,
Tom Foley, Mick Bardsley and lan
Sherratt were all on the touch line to
see a big victory for the local side. The
second-row pair of Mick Hardingham
and Paul Gorton starred and looked as
if they would be equally at home in far
more exalted company.

Newcomers Seddon Atkinson had a
tremendous 100-plus victory in their
first league game. Praise to coach Ray
Ashton and my three former pupils,
Gary Hitchins, lvan Stansfield and Phil
Lee, who all had great games.

The former Oldham RL team coach
driver Roy Featherstone and his wife,

Teresa, have retired from the licensing
trade. Many of the players have many
reasons to be grateful to Roy, not least
on the return journey from Old Trafford
last May when 40 pints he provided at
the Auld Lang Syne, to celebrate our
premiership victory, were rapidly
downed.

There was victory for Lancashire
under-12s v Yorkshire at Headingley
with both local representatives, Paul
Highton and Damian Munro, having
good games in the 14-6 victory. Thanks
to the club for providing them with free
season tickets.

Tony Martin, who suffered a serious
eye injury over a season ago and had
to have two major operations, is helping
out with coaching at Fitton Hill, who
are looking for someone to replace
Kevin O’Rourke, who has returned to
Higginshaw.

Tony intends to put something back
into the game he loves, and he is going
to start refereeing. I'm sure the Oldham
RL Referees’ Association will welcome
with open arms not only Tony, but all
ex-players or even current players who
are free on Sunday mornings to handle
youth matches. Any more volunteers?

IAIN MacCORQUODALE

HARVEY ASHWORTH |

MANCHESTER LTD.
. Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25/26
THE ABATTOIR
RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097 \

\ D. Troman & Co. Ltd.

Agents for Danor Pressing Equipment
| Hoffman Presses repaired and Installed
. Light Haulage to the fashion trade

Hanging garment service provided

HIAB FOR HIRE

Stockfield Road, Chadderton, Oldham
Tel: 061-633 5317
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QUALITY COMES FIRST

mmgilsner For the Ultimate in

TOURS Luxury Executive Coach Hire

*

Luxury Executive Coaches with all the latest Amenities
e.g. Tiolet & Washroom, Television & Video, Bar, Reclining
Seats, Tinted Windows, Hi-Fi Stereo, P.A. System.

UK & Continental Tours

12-53 Seater Coaches

Private Hire & Contract Work

Special Rates for OAP’s

SHAW (0706) 881611 & 843144
061-624 0059

UNIT 6, MOSS LANE, ROYTON, OLDHAM OL2 6MR

* % % %

Official Executive Transport for O.R.L.F.C.

WITH THE SUPPORTERS’
CLUB

WELCOME to today’s visitors from
Humberside. All eyes will be on new
signings David Bishop. We wish him well
in his new career with the Robins and we
look forward today to a good, clean game
in true Rugby League style.

The Supporters’ Club no longer have
the famous canteens to offer our
Humberside friends pies and soup, but
we still have our souvenir shop on the
main-stand corner for sweaters, scarves,
badges etc.

Regular readers of the Oldham
programme will know that we have been
trying for weeks to get fans to book early
in the week for away-day coach seats.
Last Sunday, when we went to
Castleford, the phones were still ringing
at 11.45a.m. on the day of the match and
we had to turn people away. Apologies
for that, but it is just too late to ring on
the day and expect to get a seat. To
guarantee a seat, bookings must be
made before Friday. It's impossible to
book a coach at the last minute and we
cannot afford to send one half full. The
numbers to ring are 627 0235 and 665
1832 BEFORE FRIDAY !

Membership is now due at only £1 and
that represents good value for both
seniors and juniors. Join us NOW and
you'll sure enjoy being part of the
Supporters’ Club.

The next social for the juniors is on
Wednesday, October 26 at 8.00p.m.
Bring a friend and make them a member
of the Junior Reds too.

Once again, we repeat our appeal to
all fans to be vigilant on the terraces and
report, to club officials or police, any

small incidents that they see flare up.
There is growing concern at some
grounds and, as true supporters of our
great game, and no matter which club
holds our allegiance, it is our duty to try
and protect our family image.

The Supporters’ Club is running a trip
to Wembley at the end of the season. It
will be a mixed party and we will be away
for about four days, leaving Friday
morning and returning Monday. For
details phone 627 0235.

PROGRAMME POSTBAG

THE following letter comes all the way
from 43 Crandon Street, Gosnells,
Perth, 6110, W. Australia and is sent to
coach Eric Fitzsimons by Oldham fan
Mike Swinbourne.

Dear Mr. Fitzsimons,

Congratulations on winning
promotion to the first Division. | watched
all Oldham’s games, home and away,
last season. | saw my final game at
Wakefield when you clinched the
Second Division title and | had to miss
the Premiership final as | came out to
Australia.

| miss the rugby tremendously and |
hope you have great success in the First
Division. If you get through to the
Wembley final this season | will definitely
come over to watch. If possible, at your
next home game, could you give my
regards to Ste, Tony, Scott, Dave, Shaun
and all the kids from St. Anne’s rugby
club under 9s and under-11s.

Also, is there any chance of you
sending some signed photographs of the
Oldham players for myself and my son,
Scott ?

All the best for the coming season, |
will be following the team’s progress.
Give them some stick.

— BRING A FRIEND —

Rugby League gates are on the up and the average
First Division crowd this season is 1,500 BETTER
than last year. We must play our part at Oldham

sO ... bring a friend!




RADIO 6 CARS

24 HOUR SERVICE
5,6, & 7 SEATER

633 2277

JHrince (ﬁenrge Hotel
& Restaurant

193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328

PERFECT CHOICE

Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches

Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Choice

Delicious Anytime : Always Good Value

For that special treat we are hard to beat
Try our “‘Friday Fivers’’ Night

And Traditional Sunday Lunch

/VIN\

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing

10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.
Tel: 061-624 0341

Printed Badges Heat Seal Badges
Printed Ties Printed Scarves
T Shirts Pennants
Tea Towels Armbands
Safety Helmet Stickers
Window Stickers

WELCOME TO ROVERS

HULL KR, the Red Robins of East Hull, have
hit the headlines in recent times, not only with
the sale of their Craven Park ground, on which
they are probably playing their final season, but
for the capture of Welsh RU star David Bishop
and the re-signing of their great servant from
Aussie club Cronulla, Gavin Miller.

The ball-playing second-row man from Down
Under may not be in action today because he
has finally won Test recognition and he will be
playing for the green-and-golds against New
Zealand in Auckland next weekend in the World
Cup final.

Oldham certainly won’t lose any sleep if Miller
is already on the plane to link up with his
Kangaroos team mates. He actually made his
debut in the English game here at
Watersheddings and had a blinder in a Rovers
victory. And who will forget his terrific play when
the Robins, apparently down and out, staged
that remarkable fightback at Boundary Park in
March, 1986 ? Oldham led 16-0 at the interval,
but lost 20-16 as Miller inspired the Robins to
a big revival.

Miller has come a long way since those days,
of course. He has recently finished a magnificent
season for Cronulla in Sydney, winning an
Australian Test jumper, the Dally Messenger
Gold award, the Winfield Cup players’ player
award and, finally, the New South Wales Rugby
League Writers’ award.

In 1985-6 he won the English player-of-the-
year and players’ player-of-the-year awards and,
winning the Aussie version of these awards, now
makes him unique in the world of Rugby League.

Over the years there have been a lot of downs,
as well as ups, for Gavin, but there is no doubt
that Miller is now respected and accepted as one
of the world’s finest Rugby League players.

Rovers also have big hopes for their recruit
from the Valleys, David Bishop. The former
Welsh RU firebrand is currently learning the
rudiments of League half-back play in the stand-
off position and, by all accounts, is coming along
very nicely indeed. Potentially, he is a big star
in his new code ... and one man who is
convinced that Bishop will go right to the top is
none other than David Watkins, the man who
skippered his country at League and Union, and
is now a respected radio commentator on Rugby
League. .

Watkins is convinced that Bishop will become
one of the finest players ever to leave the Valleys
to seek fame and fortune in ‘the North; and when
you consider some of the fabulous players who

1

have come out of South Wales that is one of the
finest compliments one could ever make.

Rovers also possess a host of big-name
players who, even though they have grown older
together in recent years, certainly lack nothing
in experience or charisma. One thinks of former
Great Britain stars George Fairbairn at fullback,
Garry Clarke on the wing, Chris Burton in the
second-row, and the versatile Mike Smith, who
could be equally at home today at centre, stand-
off or loose-forward.

Two other Aussies are also here with Miller:
Chris Close, who can also play in the backs or
forwards with equal effect, and Cronulla hooker
or prop Michael Porter, who has been playing
at No. 8 in the early matches for the Robins this
season.

Rovers have not had the happiest starts to a
new campaign and as points are vital to both
teams, today’s encounter should be quite a
classic.

The Rovers boss, one of the longest-serving
in the game, is the famous Roger Millward and
he will be out for two points from Water-
sheddings, as will his opposite number Eric
Fitzsimons, who knows the importance of a First
Division side winning its home games — all the
more important for Oldham today following the
Garry Schofield-inspired Leeds victory here in
the first home match of the season.

Gavin Miller . . . Superstar
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