TEAM CHECK
OLDHAM HULL KR

PAUL ROUND — GEORGE FAIRBAIRN
AN GARY CLARKE
CHRIS CLOSE
MIKE FLETCHER
DAVID LAWS
DAVID BISHOP
WAYNE PARKER
MICHAEL PORTER
CHRIS RUDD
MALCOLM BEALL
X GAVIN MILLER

ASHLEY GILBERT CHRIS BURTON
PAUL TAYLOR MIKE SMITH

COLIN-HAWKYARD — ;14 — ANDY THOMPSON
TERRY FLANAGAN — *15 — DAVE HARRISON

Referee: Mr. P. Volante (Batley) Touch Judges: Mr. J. Fishwick (Red Flag), Mr. P. W. Lee (Orange Flag)

¢ JOHN HENDERSO
KEVIN MEADOWS
CHRIS O’SULLIVAN
MIKE FORD
NEIL CLAWSON
ANDY RUANE
JOHN FAIRBANK
EO-CASEY

OILIDIHIAIM

RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
OLDHAM v HULL KR ‘

SUNDAY, OCT. 2nd.
Kick-Off 3.00 p.m.
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BOLTON Millfield Road, Breightmet, Bolton 384867 SALE Glebelands Road 061-969 7843




OLDHAM
CONVERTSS

—-to the best team

over the bar.
Kaltenbe

Oldham Rugby League Football Club

THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors: H. Ashworth, D. Gardner, J. Knox, A. G. Pache
Secretary: Mrs. A. Lees

Coaching Staff: E. Fitzsimons, |. MacCorquodale, |. Taylor
Conditioner: O. Rowe

Professional Playing Staff:
K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley, |. Bates, L. Casey, C. Chisnall, N. Clawson, T. Croston,
M. Ford, T. Flanagan, T. Foley, D. Foy, M. Hall, C. Hawkyard, R. Irving, P. Kirwan,
C. McAlister, T. Miller, R. Marsden, K. Meadows, A. Morrison, P. Lord, J. Ogburn,
M. Parrish, S. Patterson, P. Round, A. Ruane, P. Sherman, |. Sherratt, M. Burke,
|. Sanderson, P. Lowndes, T. Naidole, A. Copeland, P. Taylor, C. O’Sullivan,
> A. Gilbert, J. Fairbank.

Hon. Doctor: Dr. Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr. H. Thompson, Mr. D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Commercial Manager: R. Hill Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe

Official Sin Bin Man: David Whitehead

CLUB RECORDS CLUB HONOURS

Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September, 1978 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57
Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09,

24 February, 1912 1921-22,1954-55

Record Receipts: £30,388.70 v Wigan, First Division Champions: 1904-05
4th February, 1987 Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82,

Record Transfer Fee Paid: £65,000 to St. Helens 1987-88
for Paul Round August 1987 Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
and £65,000 for Mike Ford January 1988 1924-25, 1926-27
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26
1921-22 season Larcashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14,
Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57, 1957-58, 1958-59

1 1957-58 season
Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points
v Liverpool City, April 1959 Lancashire Championship Winners: 1807-08,
First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58

Highest number of points scored: Bernard Ganley, Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,
2,881 1923-24, 1954-55

Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76, 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80
Second Division Premiership: 1987-88

Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,
1954-55, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1986-87

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685

‘ Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233
Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182

Programme Pictures: Oldham Evening Chronicle
Programme Typeset and Printed by Hirst, Kidd & Rennie Ltd., Union Street, Oldham, OL1 1EQ.
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ML_I A PORTS

PROBABLY THE BEST SPORTS SHOP AROUND

Whatever your sport — Whatever your need
MIDASPORTS will have it — That’s guaranteed

Suppliers to:
OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
Oldham Town Teams
and many Oldham Schools

QUOTATIONS GIVEN TO CLUBS AND SCHOOLS

IF YOU’RE INTO SPORT
GET INTO
MIDASPORTS

INDOOR MARKET HALL
OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-678 6199

UNIT 6 WARRINGTON STREET
ASHTON-U-LYNE
Telephone: 061-344 0550
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STEVE PATTERSON

PLAYER PROFILE

Full Name: Steven Patterson
Nick Name: Honest Abdul
Birthdate: 28.5.66
Birthplace: Oldham
Marital Status: Single
Occupation: Electrician
Car: None
Fav. TV Show: Young Ones
Fav. Film: Top Gun
Fav. Music: Any
Fav. Food/Drink: Anything
Fav. Reading: War and Peace
Hobbies: Training
Fav. other sports: All
Likes about game:  Everything
Dislikes about game: Injuries
CAREER WITH OLDHAM Superstitions: None
Fav. position: Scrum-half
Date signed on: 1.11.83 Fav. ground Warrington
Debut: v Wigan (Div. One), | Best moment: Picked for Lancs
Central Park, under-17s
‘ 26688 Worst moment: Serious back
| Appearances: 3 injury
Tries: 0 Hardest player to Al little players
Goals: 0 tackle:
Drop goals: 0 Hardest tackler: John Myler
Total points: 0 Fav. all-time player:  Wally Lewis
AUTOGRAPH:




WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK TODAYS MATCH SPONSORS

MATCH SPONSOR
‘MARSHALL PUMPS
BARRY CAVE

BALL SPONSOR
PAUL STUART & CO.

TEAM SPONSOR
TRUECLEAN CLEANING SERVICES

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSOR
STEVE IBBOTSON
QUALITY MEAT SHOP

PROGRAMME DONOR
KEN FISHER TEXTILE MACHINERY

Anyone interested in sponsoring please contact: Ray Hill,
Commercial Dept. Tel: 061-620 4870

OLDHAM RLFC <~

WATERSHEDDINGS

ROUSHYD - ReViEW

MATCH REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS

0898-888-637

S CALL RIGHT NOW! ©
A RING-A-ROUND SERVICE 5p FOR 8 SECONDS (PEAK) 5p FOR 12 SECONDS (OFF PEAK)

THE BOSS TALKING

(A personal view by Oldham coach Eric Fitzsimons)

WE displayed a much-improved level of
professionalism in the cup-tie against
Workington. Despite the fact that they were
Second Division opposition (N.B. we did lose
four times last year to Second Division
opposition) the players never treated
Workington as such.

Their respect was shown by the way we
controlled the ball, reduced our mistakes and
supported the ball-runners on every
occasion. It is vital that we achieve the same
principles match by match in our campaign
for success this season.

The atmosphere in the dressing room is
positive. Players are confident in themselves
and in what the team can achieve. The
overseas signings are obviously going to
have a part to play and it is important that we
pitch our personal standards upwards
towards them, rather than them slowly
tumbling into bad habits and poorer
standards thanthose which they are used to.

| have every confidence in them. They are
already contributing at training, in the
dressing room, and off the pitch. Paul Taylor
and Chris O’Sullivan may turn out to be two
of the most valuable overseas signings
Oldham have had for many years, and
although Ashley Gilbert is taking more time
to settle in | am confident he will contribute
much when he finds his feet in English
football.

Leo Casey has proved himself at this level
and continues to improve. They used to call
Len Casey ‘cast-iron Casey. Comparisons will
inevitably be made, but | think Leo has a quiet
strength and a good attitude that enables him
to ‘express’ himself in the right way. Once he
gets his stamina to 100-per-cent, he will be
well on his way to recognition.

For the first time in 12 months | have had
the luxury of genuine options for positions.
Against Castleford last week five back-row
forwards were available for three places. Terry
Flanagan and Colin Hawkyard were selected
for the bench jobs eventually . . . two players
who have both made their presence felt in
every game to date. Terry’s form is first-class.
His basketball pass to Paul Round for his try
against Workington was a peach. Most
players slow down a bit in their benefit
season, but Terry has stepped up a gear. He
has impressed me with his all-round game.

Colin’s attacking game is much improved
this season and his defence never alters. He
is a tireless ‘team man’ and a thorough
professional in every sense. | sincerely hope
that the public of Oldham will get behind Colin
in his testimonial year, in the same way you
are doing with Terry.

Finally, a big welcome to John Henderson.
I wish him the best of luck at Oldham. He has
come home to fulfill his ambition to play as
a Roughyed.

ERIC FITZSIMONS

NEXT HOME LEAGUE GAME
OLDHAM v ST. HELENS
3.00p.m.

Sunday, October 23rd




For the Complete Coverage
of the Rugby League Scene

Read

Jack McNamara "

and
Alex Murphy

IN YOUR

| Manchester Evening News

L,

FOR AN EARLY MORNING
DELIVERY SERVICE OF
MILK & DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

COUNTHILL
DAIRY

The Dairy on your doorstep

TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’'s Service

For all your chemist sundries,
Cosmetics and toiletries

E. YATES

CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)

831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

CORKY’S COMMENTS

lain MacCorquodale on the local scene

Firstly, welcome home to John
Henderson. John follows fellow
Oldhamers Michael Ford and lan
Sherratt, who have returned to the fold
in the last couple of years. John
represented England Schools while a
pupil at Fitton Hill. He scored many
splendid tries and one that particularly
sticks in my memory was a 75-yard
effort off a long pass from John Bienias
against St. Cuthbert’s of St. Helens.
Playing for St. Cuthbert’s that day was
Paul Round.

It is good to see that our local
professionals take so much interest in
the amateur game. Last week, at the
Fitton Hill ‘A’ v St. Joseph’s ‘A’ game,
Tom Foley, Mick Bardsley and lan
Sherratt were all on the touch line to
see a big victory for the local side. The
second-row pair of Mick Hardingham
and Paul Gorton starred and looked as
if they would be equally at home in far
more exalted company.

Newcomers Seddon Atkinson had a
tremendous 100-plus victory in their
first league game. Praise to coach Ray
Ashton and my three former pupils,
Gary Hitchins, lvan Stansfield and Phil
Lee, who all had great games.

The former Oldham RL team coach
driver Roy Featherstone and his wife,

Teresa, have retired from the licensing
trade. Many of the players have many
reasons to be grateful to Roy, not least
on the return journey from Old Trafford
last May when 40 pints he provided at
the Auld Lang Syne, to celebrate our
premiership victory, were rapidly
downed.

There was victory for Lancashire
under-12s v Yorkshire at Headingley
with both local representatives, Paul
Highton and Damian Munro, having
good games in the 14-6 victory. Thanks
to the club for providing them with free
season tickets.

Tony Martin, who suffered a serious
eye injury over a season ago and had
to have two major operations, is helping
out with coaching at Fitton Hill, who
are looking for someone to replace
Kevin O’Rourke, who has returned to
Higginshaw.

Tony intends to put something back
into the game he loves, and he is going
to start refereeing. I'm sure the Oldham
RL Referees’ Association will welcome
with open arms not only Tony, but all
ex-players or even current players who
are free on Sunday mornings to handle
youth matches. Any more volunteers?

IAIN MacCORQUODALE

HARVEY ASHWORTH |

MANCHESTER LTD.
. Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25/26
THE ABATTOIR
RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097 \

\ D. Troman & Co. Ltd.

Agents for Danor Pressing Equipment
| Hoffman Presses repaired and Installed
. Light Haulage to the fashion trade

Hanging garment service provided

HIAB FOR HIRE

Stockfield Road, Chadderton, Oldham
Tel: 061-633 5317
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QUALITY COMES FIRST

mmgilsner For the Ultimate in

TOURS Luxury Executive Coach Hire

*

Luxury Executive Coaches with all the latest Amenities
e.g. Tiolet & Washroom, Television & Video, Bar, Reclining
Seats, Tinted Windows, Hi-Fi Stereo, P.A. System.

UK & Continental Tours

12-53 Seater Coaches

Private Hire & Contract Work

Special Rates for OAP’s

SHAW (0706) 881611 & 843144
061-624 0059

UNIT 6, MOSS LANE, ROYTON, OLDHAM OL2 6MR

* % % %

Official Executive Transport for O.R.L.F.C.

WITH THE SUPPORTERS’
CLUB

WELCOME to today’s visitors from
Humberside. All eyes will be on new
signings David Bishop. We wish him well
in his new career with the Robins and we
look forward today to a good, clean game
in true Rugby League style.

The Supporters’ Club no longer have
the famous canteens to offer our
Humberside friends pies and soup, but
we still have our souvenir shop on the
main-stand corner for sweaters, scarves,
badges etc.

Regular readers of the Oldham
programme will know that we have been
trying for weeks to get fans to book early
in the week for away-day coach seats.
Last Sunday, when we went to
Castleford, the phones were still ringing
at 11.45a.m. on the day of the match and
we had to turn people away. Apologies
for that, but it is just too late to ring on
the day and expect to get a seat. To
guarantee a seat, bookings must be
made before Friday. It's impossible to
book a coach at the last minute and we
cannot afford to send one half full. The
numbers to ring are 627 0235 and 665
1832 BEFORE FRIDAY !

Membership is now due at only £1 and
that represents good value for both
seniors and juniors. Join us NOW and
you'll sure enjoy being part of the
Supporters’ Club.

The next social for the juniors is on
Wednesday, October 26 at 8.00p.m.
Bring a friend and make them a member
of the Junior Reds too.

Once again, we repeat our appeal to
all fans to be vigilant on the terraces and
report, to club officials or police, any

small incidents that they see flare up.
There is growing concern at some
grounds and, as true supporters of our
great game, and no matter which club
holds our allegiance, it is our duty to try
and protect our family image.

The Supporters’ Club is running a trip
to Wembley at the end of the season. It
will be a mixed party and we will be away
for about four days, leaving Friday
morning and returning Monday. For
details phone 627 0235.

PROGRAMME POSTBAG

THE following letter comes all the way
from 43 Crandon Street, Gosnells,
Perth, 6110, W. Australia and is sent to
coach Eric Fitzsimons by Oldham fan
Mike Swinbourne.

Dear Mr. Fitzsimons,

Congratulations on winning
promotion to the first Division. | watched
all Oldham’s games, home and away,
last season. | saw my final game at
Wakefield when you clinched the
Second Division title and | had to miss
the Premiership final as | came out to
Australia.

| miss the rugby tremendously and |
hope you have great success in the First
Division. If you get through to the
Wembley final this season | will definitely
come over to watch. If possible, at your
next home game, could you give my
regards to Ste, Tony, Scott, Dave, Shaun
and all the kids from St. Anne’s rugby
club under 9s and under-11s.

Also, is there any chance of you
sending some signed photographs of the
Oldham players for myself and my son,
Scott ?

All the best for the coming season, |
will be following the team’s progress.
Give them some stick.

— BRING A FRIEND —

Rugby League gates are on the up and the average
First Division crowd this season is 1,500 BETTER
than last year. We must play our part at Oldham

sO ... bring a friend!




RADIO 6 CARS

24 HOUR SERVICE
5,6, & 7 SEATER

633 2277

JHrince (ﬁenrge Hotel
& Restaurant

193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328

PERFECT CHOICE

Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches

Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Choice

Delicious Anytime : Always Good Value

For that special treat we are hard to beat
Try our “‘Friday Fivers’’ Night

And Traditional Sunday Lunch

/VIN\

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing

10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.
Tel: 061-624 0341

Printed Badges Heat Seal Badges
Printed Ties Printed Scarves
T Shirts Pennants
Tea Towels Armbands
Safety Helmet Stickers
Window Stickers

WELCOME TO ROVERS

HULL KR, the Red Robins of East Hull, have
hit the headlines in recent times, not only with
the sale of their Craven Park ground, on which
they are probably playing their final season, but
for the capture of Welsh RU star David Bishop
and the re-signing of their great servant from
Aussie club Cronulla, Gavin Miller.

The ball-playing second-row man from Down
Under may not be in action today because he
has finally won Test recognition and he will be
playing for the green-and-golds against New
Zealand in Auckland next weekend in the World
Cup final.

Oldham certainly won’t lose any sleep if Miller
is already on the plane to link up with his
Kangaroos team mates. He actually made his
debut in the English game here at
Watersheddings and had a blinder in a Rovers
victory. And who will forget his terrific play when
the Robins, apparently down and out, staged
that remarkable fightback at Boundary Park in
March, 1986 ? Oldham led 16-0 at the interval,
but lost 20-16 as Miller inspired the Robins to
a big revival.

Miller has come a long way since those days,
of course. He has recently finished a magnificent
season for Cronulla in Sydney, winning an
Australian Test jumper, the Dally Messenger
Gold award, the Winfield Cup players’ player
award and, finally, the New South Wales Rugby
League Writers’ award.

In 1985-6 he won the English player-of-the-
year and players’ player-of-the-year awards and,
winning the Aussie version of these awards, now
makes him unique in the world of Rugby League.

Over the years there have been a lot of downs,
as well as ups, for Gavin, but there is no doubt
that Miller is now respected and accepted as one
of the world’s finest Rugby League players.

Rovers also have big hopes for their recruit
from the Valleys, David Bishop. The former
Welsh RU firebrand is currently learning the
rudiments of League half-back play in the stand-
off position and, by all accounts, is coming along
very nicely indeed. Potentially, he is a big star
in his new code ... and one man who is
convinced that Bishop will go right to the top is
none other than David Watkins, the man who
skippered his country at League and Union, and
is now a respected radio commentator on Rugby
League. .

Watkins is convinced that Bishop will become
one of the finest players ever to leave the Valleys
to seek fame and fortune in ‘the North; and when
you consider some of the fabulous players who

1

have come out of South Wales that is one of the
finest compliments one could ever make.

Rovers also possess a host of big-name
players who, even though they have grown older
together in recent years, certainly lack nothing
in experience or charisma. One thinks of former
Great Britain stars George Fairbairn at fullback,
Garry Clarke on the wing, Chris Burton in the
second-row, and the versatile Mike Smith, who
could be equally at home today at centre, stand-
off or loose-forward.

Two other Aussies are also here with Miller:
Chris Close, who can also play in the backs or
forwards with equal effect, and Cronulla hooker
or prop Michael Porter, who has been playing
at No. 8 in the early matches for the Robins this
season.

Rovers have not had the happiest starts to a
new campaign and as points are vital to both
teams, today’s encounter should be quite a
classic.

The Rovers boss, one of the longest-serving
in the game, is the famous Roger Millward and
he will be out for two points from Water-
sheddings, as will his opposite number Eric
Fitzsimons, who knows the importance of a First
Division side winning its home games — all the
more important for Oldham today following the
Garry Schofield-inspired Leeds victory here in
the first home match of the season.

Gavin Miller . . . Superstar
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GREAT BRITAIN v THE WORLD

THE WHITBREAD TROPHY CHALLENGE HEADINGLEY 29TH OCT 1988

WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY

WE are delighted to confirm today what you
probably read in the Oldham Chronicle on
Tuesday . . . figures for the first four months
of the current financial year show a profit of
between £13,000 and £14,000.

The directors received a mid-term financial
report at the board meeting on Monday night
and we were pleased to learn that the
financial side of the club is improving, a trend
that is due in no small measure to the
wonderful backing we are receiving from all
our loyal and trusted supporters.

The period under review covered April,
May, June and July. It was indeed
encouraging to learn that we were heading
in the right direction at a time when we had
a lot of expense involved in our double
triumphs in the Second Division champion-
ship race and, of course, the Premiership
battle.

It would be fair to say that one of the major
areas we have tackled in our determined
attempts to improve the financial situation lies
in off-the-field fund-raising and no praise can
be too high for the way in which the
Commercial Department has built up the
Lifeline membership and for the way in which
so many of you, our valued fans, have taken
the decision to have a £2-a-week flutter on
our Lifeline scheme.

During the period covered by the figures
with which we were presented on Monday
night, the average weekly Lifeline member-
ship was 1,585 and that provided us with
income that was almost as much as came in
during the previous 12 months.

That in itself shows a remarkable trans-
formation, but when you consider that Lifeline
membership is increasing all the time and
that last week'’s figure was 2,414 you really
begin to appreciate how much hard work has
gone into this bold venture to push the Lifeline
‘take-off’ in a really big way.

Had the latest Lifeline figures applied
during the months of April, May, June and
July this year they would have produced
additional profit of something like £24,000, so
we think we have good reason to be optimistic
for the future.

At the same time, it is encouraging to see
the fruits of everybody’s hard work and it is
also creating a situation in which we can now
afford to speculate to accumulate.
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That’s why, at today’s match against Hull
KR, you will see some lucky Lifeline winner
taking possession of a brand-new car.

That’s why, come Christmas, there will be
another jackpot prize of a holiday for two in
the West Indies, to be taken at a time
convenient to the winner.

And that’s why, at Monday's board
meeting, the directors sanctioned another
bumper Lifeline pay-day to be launched
about Christmas time, 1989.

The details have not yet been released, but
suffice to say that it will be the biggest ever
pay-out in the club’s history.

Consideration had been given to putting up
a house or an apartment for the big jackpot
of 1989, but when your directors gave the
matter considerable thought they decided
that the one prize that would suit everybody
would be . . . MONEY'!

There will be stipulations, of course, such
as members being paid up and being in the
Lifeline scheme for a certain length of time,
so watch for the announcement and, if you
are not already in, get in the act NOW !

You will also be pleased to learn that work
is expected to start soon on upgrading the
popular side terracing and rear wall so that
we can once again open up the Herbert
Street side and ease the congestion on other
parts of the ground.

The rear wall will not be as far back as the
existing wall but, nevertheless, it will still
enable us to increase our ground capacity by
a considerable number and, despite the fact
that we have lost our first four games in the
First Division, we expect brighter times
around the corner and we also expect some
capacity crowds before the season is through.

Today, we welcome John Henderson, our
new £50,000 signing from Leigh, who will be
making his home debut. John played for us
for the first time at Castleford and marked his
debut with a try. He was cup-tied when
Salford were here on Wednesday, but he will
be back in the centre today and playing for
his home-town team for the first time in his
home-town territory. It should be quite a day
for him so let’s make him feel ‘at home’ when
he runs out in front of so many of his fellow
Oldhamers on the terraces.
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RECORD TOP PRIZE
FOR JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL TROPHY WINNER
TOURNAMENT MARKS 22 YEARS OF SPONSORSHIP

The John Player Special Trophy
competition will be worth a record
£170,000 to the Rugby League in the
1988-89 season, the 22nd year of
Imperial Tobacco’s association with the
sport.

For the winner there will be the
highest-ever first prize of £18,000 — 12.5
per cent more than last season — and
prize money will be increased by a
similar amount at every stage of the
tournament.

In addition, the sponsorship’s contri-
bution to the League’s Capital Develop-
ment Fund for ground improvements will
be an all-time high of £74,000, against
£65,000 last season.

Announcing the new season’s
increases, Peter Dyke, director of
sponsored events on behalf of Imperial
Tobacco Limited, said. ‘““We are proud
that our association with the Rugby
League, dating back to 1967, is the
longest-running major sponsorship in
British sport. It is appropriate that the
value of our support to the clubs, through
the prize money, and to the League,
through its important Capital Develop-
ment Fund, should continue to show
substantial increases.

“This will be the 18th successive year
of the John Player Special Trophy
competition and it is rightly regarded as
one of the major highlights of the Rugby
League season. It has certainly played
an important part in the development and
success of the sport in recent years’’

Bob Ashby, chairman of the Rugby
League, said: “The large increases in
the John Player sponsorship in recent
years have been mirrored in the equally
large rise in the competition’s
attendances and gate receipts.

“This is particularly evident in the final
stages with the final itself now regularly
attracting gates of over 20,000 and
receipts fast approaching the £100,000
mark.
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“There have also been improvements
in the BBC Grandstand television
coverage, including full match live
screening of later stages — a great
benefit to both sport and its supporters’’

Thirty-four First and Second Division
clubs, and two leading amateur clubs,
will take part in the 1988-89 John Player
Special Trophy which starts with four
preliminary rounds in late October and
culminates in the final on 7th January as
the first major Rugby League event of the
new year.

The BARLA teams taking part will be
St. Patrick’s (Wigan) and Elland (Halifax),
as winner and runner-up respectively of
the National Cup competition. They will
start in the preliminary round. Dates for
the John Player Special Trophy are:
Preliminary round — October 26 to

November 6, 1988 (depending
on international calls etc.)
First round — weekend
12/13 November, 1988.
Second round — weekend
26/27 November, 1988.
Third round — weekend
3/4 December, 1988.
First semi-final — Saturday,
10 December, 1988.
Second semi-final — Saturday,
17 December, 1988.
Final — Saturday, 7 January, 1989.
Both semi-finals and the final will be
staged at neutral venues.

The new prize structure for the season is:
Per Team Total (1987-88)

Preliminary round 8xf 1250 10,000

First round 16xf 1,250 20,000 ( 1,00)
Second round 8xf 1,850 14,800 ( 1,600)
Third round 4xt 3175 12,700 ( 2,825)
Semi-finals 2xf 5,250 10,500 ( 4,750)
Runner-up 1x£10,000 10,000 ( 9,000)
Winners 1x£18,000 18,000 (16,000
Total prize money f 96,000

Capital Development Fund allocation f 74,000

Total John Player Special Trophy fund  £170,000
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COMMERCIAL CORNER
with RAY HILL

PARDON ME for nudging the memory, but there
are now only 12 weeks to Christmas . . . and we
swing into our October programme today with
the nights drawing in, a nip in the air, and those
among you who like to be prepared in good time,
already thinking about presents for the festive
season.

May | respectfully suggest that, with gifts in
mind, a trip to our souvenir shop in the
Development Association offices on the car park
is a good idea if you are going to be buying for
anyone who is a keen Oldham Rugby fan,
young, or old, male or female, big or small.

We cater for all shapes and sizes in a variety
of replica sports wear designed exclusively for
Watersheddings fans and those people who like
to show the world where their allegiance lies.

We now have in stock full replica kits in either
red and white (our home strip) or blue and white
(our away strip). Jerseys, shorts and socks can
be purchased collectively as a full strip — a
terrific Christmas present for younger
supporters — or separately, and we expect a big
demand for the replica jerseys because we have
been taking orders for a long time now. Shorts
come in two sizes at £6.99 and £799 while men’s
jerseys, complete with badge, sell at £21.99 and
boys’ jerseys are going for £17.99, all depending
on size, of course. Depending on size, socks are
on sale at £1.99, £2.50 or £2.75.

Also available are a small number of
lambswool sweaters and sweatsirts in various
colours, priced at £12 for boys and girls and £16
for men and women.

Red and white Oldham Rugby scarves are
always popular, of course, and we still have a
supploy of three different types of headwear flat
caps at £2, baseball caps at £2.90 and the
novelty clapper caps at £4.50, which proved so
popular when on sale just before our
appearance at Old Trafford in May in the Second
Division premiership final.

Roughyed tee-shirts are available at £3.90 and
club ties at £4.50.

If you want something other than things to
wear, what about a signed Oldham Rugby ball,
autographed by the players and designed in red
and white, for £10.50, an Oldham Rugby bag for
£5.50, pennants at £1.75 or metal lapel badges
at £1.207?

We also have numerous samples on show of
lovely trophies in a wide range of sizes and
prices. If you want to offer a trophy for whatever
reason — a sports quiz in your local pub, or for
some event at your local amateur club, or school
— why not drop into the souvenir shop, see what
we have to offer, and we will take the order and
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get the trophy to you as
soon as possible. Un-
fortunately, you cannot
buy off the shelf, but
once you have chosen
your trophy the order
will go in as quickly as
possible and it won't be
long before you are in
possession of it and
also armed with the
knowledge that, by
buying from Oldham
Rugby, you are helping
the club directly.

The same principle applies, of course, to
whatever you buy from the souvenir shop. All
the time you are helping the club and the more
money that is generated for the club, from
whatever source, the better chance we have of
making a real and lasting impact in the First
Division.

Itis my job to see that fund-raising from off-
field activities continues to gather momentum
and | am delighted to tell you that Lifeline
membership is now up to the 2,400 mark — and
still rising.

Talking of Lifeline, we will make the draw today
to see who is the lucky winner of the new car.
It could be YOU, or your next door neighbour,
or the bloke you have a drink with in the pub,
or the chap on the next bench at work. Our
Lifeline net is now being cast far and wide and,
as | have told you in prevoius programmes, once
the car promotion is over and done with today,
we will start to ‘push’ our next star prize — a
holiday for two in the West Indies, to be drawn
some time over the festive season. It certainly
pays to be in the £2-a-week Lifeline scheme, not
least for the fact that £1,000 is given away
EVERY week. If you fancy it, ring 620 4870 for
more details.

Watch out also for details of our big night out
for Lifeline members, to be held soon —
probably in the social club — to mark the end
of the administrative year.

Incidentally, the kissogram novelty we had
when match donor Len Buckley of Smallbridge
Textiles Ltd., was making the Lifeline draw at the
Workington cup-tie was generally well received
as a spot of good-humoured fun.

Len saw the funny side of it, and those readers
who know me personally will vouch for my belief
that a laugh and a smile are better than ten
thousand moans and groans. Keep on having
abitof fun . . . and, together, let’s work to give
our club the backing it needs to climb the ladder.




Terry Byrom SANOPAL
Manufacturers and Installers of Aluminium, uPVC, Hardwood

& Son and Softwood Windows, Single or Double-Glazed
also
QUALITY BUTCHER Patios & Residential Doors
* Up to 10 years to pay (details on request)
* Trade Enquires Welcome
FOR A PLEASANT EXPERIENCE
IN ‘WINDOW SHOPPING’

SANOPAL LTD

061-665 3069 or 061-620 5580
For your free quotation without obligaton

Hilton Arcade
Oldham Market

For Quality and Civility
Phone: 061-624 2331

LEE" A O M C FORD
" il'i"llli 11; Telepnone: OLDHAM
= WIERESIIE Manchester Road,
WALL & FLOOR TILE Werneth
IMPORTERS & DISTRIBUTORS Oldham
For all Your Tiling needs Tel: 061-652 2411
Dlely FORD MAIN DEALER
CASMIC OLDHAM - MACCLESFIELD + CHORLEY

‘TOP TIER’ Wedding Cake Craft Showroom
2 New Street, Uppermill, (open daily)
J. W. BUCKLEY LTD. Craftsmen Bakers, Catering our speciality
The Square, Uppermill, Saddleworth Tel: 04577 2175

We specialise in wedding and celebration cakes of distinction.
Visit our showroom and select a cake of your choice

THE

BOATYARID

RESTAURANT

Grains Road, Shaw
Telephone: 0706 841460
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GEARING UP FOR WILDERSPOOL

We travel to Warrington on Sunday
November 6 and the following notice
comes from Wilderspool to provide
useful information for all Oldham fans
who will be making the trip.

MATCH KICK-OFF TIMES

It has previously been advertised, and is
indeed shown on the fixture list from
R.L.H.Q., that Sunday kick-off times at
Warrington will be 3.30 p.m. Please note
that this decision by the directors has
now been rescinded and your game
against Warrington at Wilderspool will
now kick-off at 3.00p.m.

CAR PARKING
Car parking in and around Wilderspool
Stadium has for many years been a
problem. With the assistance of the
police, match-day car parking signs will
be displayed prominently in the town and
on the approach roads to the ground,
and the map (left) shows where parking
is available free of charge.
For information, prices at Warrington
this season are as follows:
Ground admission; £3.20 adults and
£2.00 Juveniles/Pensioners
Stand admission; £4.80 adults and
£3.00 Juveniles/Pensioners
Programmes (on sale outside the
ground) 60p.

MATCH DAY PARKING
AT WARRINGTON RLFC

487 0 LIVERROQLA
<
LIVERPOOL_ROKD,_

Admission to the stand is by ticket
only, obtainable from the stand ticket
office at the Fletcher Street end of the
ground.

MATCH REPORT

NO Charlie McAlister, no John
Henderson, no Des Foy — and ten points
down inside ten minutes. That was the
story of our second-round Lancashire
Cup defeat by Salford on Wednesday
night. With three front-line centres out of
action, we had big problems in the backs,
and the game was as good as won and
lost when we gave Salford a gift try in the
opening minutes and then saw the Reds
score a beautiful try soon afterwards,
although centre Keith Bentley should
have been tackled in his own 22-metre
zone.
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We were 12-2 down at half-time, Andy
Ruane having kicked a penalty goal, and
the score remained like that until late in
the second half when Ken Jones struck
his third goal for Salford as Paul Round
was despatched to the sin-bin, and then
lan Gormley crossed in the corner to
crown a very forgettable night for all at
Watersheddings.

It was a dreadful night, but a terrific
crowd of 5,497 braved the driving sleet
and rain, proving once more what terrific
potential there is in the town.




P.D.
Bradbury

BUTTERWORTHS
Fish & Chips Cafe & Take Away

For the very best in traditional foods.

Open Mon-Sat Lunch 11.30 am-2pm
Thurs-Fri-Sat Teas 4pm-6.30 pm.

Your Local
Video Recording Service
Sports, Weddings,
Parties, etc.
In Full Colour and Sound

Tel. 061—-665 2903

CERAMIC WALL AND FLOOR TILING SPECIALISTS

PROPRIETORS: ROGER MATTHEWS, DAVID FIELDHOUSE
14 .

T]1] L] E L7
S[T[Y[L[E]

TEL (MOSSLEY) 04575 4142

STOCKPORT ROAD, MOSSLEY, OL5 ORD
telephone: 04575 4142

SHOPACHECK

TELEPHONE (061) 624 5329/ (061) 652 0204
THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW MONEY MATTERS SHOPACHECK
FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
DIVISIONAL OFFICE

OLDHAM, GREATER MANCHESTER OL1 1HA
BRANCHES: HYDE, ROCHDALE, BURY, BOLTON, STOCKPORT.
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We've got the news

Full coverage of
all local sport
L4

every night in the

EVENING CHRONICLE

'LAWRENCE
PERRINS
‘& SONS LTD

Plumbers, Electricians &
Heating Engineers

Domestic & Industrial
Installations

176 Oldham Road |
Springhead '
Near Oldham

Telephone: 061-624 1723 & 3798 '
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF

AUSTRALIA’s Premiership Grand Final and
State of Origin inter-state series are put under
the international spotlight in the 1988-89
Rothmans Rugby League Yearbook (£10.95).

The first-ever 20-year dossier of the French
National side, plus reviews of the 1987 Tours
of Britain by Papua New Guinea and Auckland
and New Zealand’s visit to Australia, are other
round-the-world features.

The Sydney Grand Final analysis details 11
British players who have starred in the Down-
Under showpiece, starting with Dick Huddart in
the victorious St. George side in 1966. Only one
of the 11 — Mervyn Hicks — did not also play
in the Rugby League Challenge Cup Final, the
Yearbook also listing the seven Australians who
have completed the Sydney-Wembley Final
double.

Launched in July 1980, the celebrated State
of Origin meetings between New South Wales
and Queensland are chronicled with results,
records, teams and players’ registers.

The opening of British Rugby League’s new
Whitbread Trophy Hall of Fame is marked by
special profiles of the nine legendary entrants.

The most comprehensive and accurate
compilation of statistics from the past domestic
campaign includes an update of the club scene,
the major competitions, records, gates,
transfers and awards, plus the Alliance and
Colts set-ups. Fixtures for the 1988-89 season
cover the Stones Bitter Championship and
Second Division.

Illustrated with nearly 150 photographs, the
Rothmans Rugby League Yearbook is again
compiled by Raymond Fletcher of the Yorkshire
Post and Rugby League Public Relations
Officer, David Howes. It is available from all
good bookshops or by post, (plus £1.25 postage
and packing) from the Public Relations
Department, Rugby Football League, 180
Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4HT.

Rugby League’s first official yearbook,
packed with over 50 illustrations and articles
penned by the game’s big-name critics, is now
on sale (£5.95, Heinemann Kingswood).

The 160-page, 50,000 word Yearbook,
sponsored by British Coal, is a superbly written
and well-illustrated record of the code’s
domestic and international season, spiced with
a flavour of conjecture as Yorkshire Evening
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Post RL correspondent Trevor Watson names
his five star players of last season.

Containing an action-packed selection of
colour photographs from many of the epic
international, cup and league battles, the
yearbook was published on Monday,
September 26th and is now available, like the
Rothmans publication, in good time for
Christmas.

At the launch of the new British Coal-backed
Yearbook in Leeds, Rugby League President
Les Bettinson said: “‘Topicality is a main
highlight of this new publication with the first
chronicle of Great Britain’s summer tour Down
Under, plus an in-depth preview to the current
British campaign.

“The frank and informed comment, which
feature throughout the annual, provides a
welcome addition to Rugby League’s growing
library, already blessed with a wealth of
statistical information.

“‘British Coal’s backing of the annual reflects
their ever-growing support of the 13-a-side
game, having already invested in the promotion
of the British Coal Nines and the Foundation
development programme’’

Yearbook editor, Tony Pocock, of publishers
Heinemann Kingswood says: ‘“The British Coal-
sponsored Yearbook is a volume of articles well
written and illustrated by people who know the
game inside out. It's not a statistical review, but
acritical analysis of a season climaxed by Great
Britain’s brilliant victory over the Australians!’

Added British Coal Chairman Sir Robert
Haslam: ““This is a book for the supporter who
savours all that’s best in the game. It’s for the
connoisseur. Well written, well illustrated and
well produced, it's a testimony to a memorable
season’’

In his foreword, Sir Robert says: "Of all
contemporary spectator sports, Rugby League
is the one with the most appeal for miners and
mining folk. Its gritty, uncompromising image
has much in common with the miner’s
character. Itis invariably played hard with speed
and skills that are a revelation, and a sporting
discipline that is the envy of the followers and
administrators of our national sports’’

In addition to the Yearbook, British Coal also
sponsor the Rugby League foundation
development programme, which will herald the
introduction of a British Coal National Youth
League, and an elite under-19 midweek league,
and the Rugby League Nines’ competition, to
be staged at Central Park, Wigan on November
2nd and televised on BBC Sportsnight.



North West

Telephone:

0925 41511

~ Decoiling Ltd.

Steel Stockholders
Decoilers and Shearers

Telex:

627135

APPEARANCES AND SCORERS 1988/89

TECH

)
LTD

'LAMBSWOOL & ACRYLIC SWEATERS
SWEATSHIRTS, T.SHIRTS, TIES ETC.

Official Suppliers of Embroidered
Sweaters & Ties to
Oldham Rugby League Club

Contact Mike Flint -0925 63555
To promote your Company or Club
image Specialists in Embroidered
Jacquard Knitwear Jacquard Woven
TECH Ties
TECH (Jacquard) LTD.

9 KNUTSFORD OLD ROAD, GRAPPENHALL,
WARRINGTON WA4 2LD.

Also suppliers of Gold and Silver
Wire Blazer Bagges Company
Flags, Printed Tee Shirts and

Sweatshirts etc.
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Specialists in:

100% WATERPROOF CLOTHING
THERMAL SOCKS & CLOTHING
WINTER WARM JACKETS
Also equipment for:
WALKERS, SKIERS, WATERSKIERS
SAILORS, DIVERS, WINDSURFERS,
CANOEISTS
10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF
THIS AD

OldhamWater

ALL SEASONS HOUSE, &5
PARK ROAD, OLDHAM. e
TEL: 061-626 0574

OLDHAM PLAYING RECORD (6 POSSIBLE)
(Including Subs)

Total
App G DG T Pts App
K. Meadows ..........oevvviiiiiiiiieiieeinnn, 6 5 20 48
R: IVING st 2 1 4 17
D. FOY oo 5 2 8 181
C: MEAlIStel nnnmmsmmns s 3 6 12 21
B Lordwmnsmmmaersencnsammmamiresms 2 1 4 13
M. FOrd ..o 6 2 8 25
e L ——— 1 3
L:Sherrattoummansmnnnanns 1 20
M. Hall oo, 1 9
H. Waddell ........ccooovvvviiiiiiieiiein, 2 54
C. Hawkyard ..o 6 2 8 182
P.RouNd........oooviiiiiiiiiiieieee 6 2 8 38
Te BlANa0EN i imiiiiomsmnmansmmennsnse 6 279
S: Patterson .o 3 3
L. Casey...ccooovviiiiiiieeiiiiiieeeeeee 6 1 4 18
M. BUIKE ..o 4 11 22 47
A RUANE s 5 6 1 13 5
N. ClaWSoN.....cooovvvieeeiiiieeicieeee 5 57
B TaVION ssmiiimninmomnssnnsmmnnsmunnnsensnsmns 4 1 4 27
K. AtKINSON cosssummmvnsmsmssas 1 2 4 30
J. Fairbank.......coooooeiiiiiiii, 4 4
C.O'Sullivan......c..ccceeviieiiiiiiiaiieaen, 3 1 4 3
As Gilbert:..osmmummummermasm 3 2 8 3
AN Other .o, 3 1 4 3
J. Henderson.........oooovvvviiiiieiieacn, 1 1 4 1
S RobINSON i 1 9
STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP
P W D L F A W D L F A Pts
Castleford 4 2 0 0 52 19 1 1 0 32 22 7
Widnes 4 2 0 0 96 8 1 0 1 50 40 6
Wigan 4 2 0 0 72 34 1 0 1 40 42 6
Leeds 4 1 0 1 46 30 2 0 0 60 40 6
Salford 4 2 0 0 49 32 1 0 1 54 60 6
Wakefield 4 2 0 1 57 66 1 0 0 16 10 6
St. Helens 4 1 1 0 37 30 1 0 1 25 46 5
Halifax 4 2 0 0 52 34 0 0 2 4 42 4
Featherstone 4 1 0 1 36 46 1 0 1 32 73 4
Bradford N 4 1 0 1 59 38 0O O 2 30 49 2
Warrington 4 1 0 1 34 39 0 0 2 28 39 2
Hull KR 4 1 0 1 27 34 0 0 2 30 56 2
OLDHAM 4 0 0 1 22 28 0 0 3 51 80 0
Hull 4 0 0 2 18 34 0 O 2 20 58 0
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J. W. MINTON
& CO.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

95 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM OL4 4LY
59 MARKET STREET, SHAW, OLDHAM OL2 8NP
Telephones: 061-626 4297/061-626 4274

wed¥asehouse &
Distribution

Navigation Street,

Howiley, Warrington,

Cheshire. Tel: 0925 31186

RAY & SHAUN LEIGH Telex: 627665

PAUL STUART & Co.

(PENNINE HYDRAULICS)

HOSE DISTRIBUTORS--RUBBER
P.V.C. TUBING COUPLINGS
Rubber Sheet, Sponge Rubber
Mouldings.

20 Commercial Rd.,

(off Greaves Street)

Oldham. OL1 1DD.
Tel. 620 4129

EDWARDS VEEDER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Full Accountancy service to small businesses,
self employed & Limited Companies
*Taxation * VAT
*Inland Revenue * Investments
Enquiries *Company Accounts
*Book—Keeping
*PAYE Computerised
061 620 2133
Brunswick Square,
Union St., Oldham.

NORMAN
LEISURE

GRAINS ROAD, SHAW
Tel: 0706 841460

TOTAL SPORTS
FACILITIES

Ska
ELECTRONICS

(Clickgrange Ltd)

Manufacturers of Electronic
Equipment, Printed Circuit & Micro
Electronic Design Engineers

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE
Tel: 061-620 5414. Telex: 665347

SNOOKER

BADMINTON

GYM

SAUNA

%}%
WINDOWS » RS * PATIOS

Unit 3, St. Johns Industrial Estate
St. Johns Street
Lees, Oldham
Tel: 061-626 3866 & 061-626 3728
061-627 1360 (Sales Office)
Warrington (0925) 416728
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7 GRUNHALLE

NO MYTHS JUST MAGIC

We're Giving Away
100

Free Tickets

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN TICKETS FOR THE FINAL OF THE GRUNHALLE
LAGER LANCASHIRE CUP ON SUNDAY, 23rd OCTOBER (venue to be announced)
AS SPONSORS, WE'RE GIVING 50 PAIRS OF STAND TICKETS AS PRIZES.

Justanswer the questions below. Simply putatick in the box beside the answer you
think is correct.

Then send vou entry to: Marketing department, Grunhalle Lager Lancashire Cup
Competition, PO. Box No. 2, Wilderspool Brewery, Warrington WA4 6RH.

The first 50 correct entries drawn on Monday, 10th October will each receive TWO
tickets which will be despatched by post
1. Who won the man of the match award in last seasons |_[Shaun Edwards

Griinhalle Lager Lancashire Cup Final? - l(:’)‘L']‘\”L‘h“);\ St

2. The best ever gate for a Lancashire Cup Final was 42,793 || Wigan
in 1953. Where was the game played? || Swinton
Maine Road
3. Which was the last team prior to Wigan to win the || Warrington
Lancashire Cup? || Widnes
St. Helens
4. Which team will play their home games this season || Carlisle

at Spotland? Chorley Borough

Rochdale Hornets

= : e = = Hele 1
S. In which town is Grunhalle Lager brewed? S Helens [
Salford |
| Warrington |
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name Date
Address
Postcode Phone

‘_\\' Team Supported J/_z
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Kenneth F. Fisher
lextile Machinery

Reconditioned Textile Machines
Service and Spares

Consultancy and Fitters Services

UNION STREET
ROYTON
OLDHAM OL2 54D

Telephone: 061-624 0641
Telex: 665217

G Slice of Chradition

The Park Cake Bakeries Limited
Ashton Road, Oldham, Lancashire OL8 2ND Telephone 061-633 1181 Telex 668738
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FOR TIMBER '

NEW TIMBER
LOWES T PR'CES

Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham. Tel: 061-652 5421. Telex: 666505
Depots at: Manchester 061-834 8505 * Rochdale 47208 - Ashton 061-308 3746
Oldham 061-620 2128 « Bury 061-761 6416 - Sale 061-973 9578



