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WELCOME to Knowsley Road for what
promises to be an intriguing Grinhalle
Lancashire Cup Final between the two
in-form teams of the moment, Oldham
and Warrington.

Both were deemed underdogs in
their semi-final quests, though | doubt
if Warrington would thank me for that
remark as they currently sit on top of
the league table, being the onl
unbeaten side in the first division. But |
am sure that even their most loyal fan
could not have foreseen the total
demolition job they did on World Club
Champions Widnes as they brushed
them aside with ease to score a 28-6
victory. Their other successes in the
competition came with a home win
against Swinton who fought bravely for
a respectable 16-6 scoreline, and
against my home team Leigh,
Warrington winning 25-10 at Hilton
Park.

Oldham in front of a full house beat
high-riding Wigan by the narrowest of
margins 19-18 thanks to a late penalty
by Gary Hyde. Their other two wins
were also against first division
opposition and Oldham handed out
demolition jobs to Barrow 46-2 at
Craven Park, and then saw off St
Helens 36-6 at Knowsley Road. Oldham
look certainties to return to the first
division next season, after being
unluckily relegated, and Tony Barrow is
using the time wisely to build up a side
capable of holding on to first division
status.

As | mentioned earlier my own club
Leigh went out at the second hurdle. |
would dearly have loved them to reach
the final in this my Presidential year,
having represented them since 1983 on
the Lancashire County Committee, but
it was not to be and | must admit that
the teams competing in the final have
earned the right to be there.

For the fourth season the
competition has been sponsored by
Grunhalle Lager and | would like to
formally welcome their Managing
Director Paul Clubb and his guests to
St Helens. Paul in fact is no stranger
to the occasion having presented the
trophy for the past three seasons. This

year Grinhalle have injected record
prize monies of £21,500 into the
competition of which the winner will
receive £5,500 and the runners-up
£2,600. No sport can successfully
operate these days without
sponsorship and the Lancashire
County Rugby League is no exception,
and indeed we owe a great debt to
Griinhalle Lager who have sponsored
this competition with such enthusiasm
and professionalism.

Included in the sponsorship fee is an
incentive of £500 which has been
awarded for the “performance of the
round” and the Oldham club have won
this award in EVERY round, thus
collecting a further £1,500 from
Grunhalle Lager.

It is seven years since Warrington
last lifted this trophy and 31 years
since the cup went to Watersheddings,
so the Wigan dominence of the
Grinhalle Lager Lancashire Cup has
at last been broken.

This is the fifth consecutive season

“we have hosted the final at St Helens

and it says something for their
organisation and hospitality that we
have again requested the use of their
excellent facilities. )

To all supporters, | trust you enjoy
the game and behave with the dignity
that Rugby League commands — may
the best team on the day win.

BRIAN PRESCOTT
President
Lancashire County Rugby League
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GEORGE LUNN TROPHY FINAL

WARRINGTON v WIGAN
Kick-off 1.15pm

A message from the new
Chairman of St Helens

TEAMS
IhSHc(;)ULD like to take this opportunity of welcoming everybody concerned with WARRINGTON WIGAN
the Grinhalle Lager Lancashire Cup final to Knowsley Road this afternoon. ; : .
| trust that everybody will enjoy the occasion and that it will be a game worthy \Frimirose; Blus Rhd/WWite) (Cherry and White)
of the name of Rugby League.
Grunhalle are one of the game’s top sponsors in the professional game and C. DARBYSHIRE P. HEAVEY
we extend to them both our thanks for their generous backing of the county D. LOMAX R. LAWTON
knockout tournament and a welcome to St Helens. J. BANNON P. STEVENS
This is the fifth successive year that the final has been allocated to our ground P. FIDDLER M. HOPE
and we take it as a major honour that we should be selected again. D. MORRIS R. MOLYNEUX
We have spent a great deal of time and money on the ground in recent years, P. NORMAN A. FAIRHURST
including the provision of essential executive boxes, and we like to think that we R. MOSS L. ATHERTON
will be seeing more of Rugby League’s top matches as a result. L. SAMPSON D. RILEY
The Grinhalle Lager Lancashire Cup final is a top match and helps vindicate P. FOSTER C. MADDISON
our decision to invest so heavily in Knowsley Road’s infrastructure. S. PUCILL A- McDONALD
On behalf of St Helens | should like to congratulate both Oldham and Warrington C. DUNNING
on reaching this afternoon’s final. It is fair to say that their arrival was contrary ] A. FARRELL (Capt.)
to many people’s expectations at the start of the season. But they have both proved C. LARKE M. HILTON ‘
themselves worthy finalists. J. DONNO (Capt.) B. MOXHAM
Oldham made sure of their place today by beating our big rivals Wigan, and L. BALL S. SNAPE
for a second division team to have added them to the two other first division scalps P. FLANNERY S. BENTHAM
they’ve taken in this competition — including ours — means they cannot be taken A. BRINKSMAN L. PENNY
lightly. A. CORRIGAN S. SPEAKMAN
Warrington took their place by beating the World Club Champions Widnes and M. WAINWRIGHT P. FENTON
| don’t be!ieve there is anybody in the Rugby League who has not been impressed M. ROBERTS
by the Wire’s form this season. Coach — K. TAMATI Coach — M. JOHNSON

The fact that we have two comparatively fresh faces in the final only
demonstrates the growing strength of the Rugby League and will further enhance
the Lancashire Cup final’s reputation.

A few years ago the county cups looked like going out of business but their
popularity has returned and they are proving that the fans do care about their clubs.

So welcome everybody to Knowsley Road. Enjoy the game and may the best
team win!

Referee: G. F. LINDOP

The trophy and medals will be presented at the end of the game by
George Lunn

ERIC LATHAM,
Chairman St Helens RLFC.
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Dear Supporter,

We hope you enjoy this afternoon’s final of the Grinhalle
Lager Lancashire Cup, the jewel in the crown of Lancashire
Rugby League. We have backed the 1989 event to the tune of
£21,500. Today’s winners will receive £5,500 and the runners-
up £2,600.

The competition so far has seen some tremendous
clashes and we are sure that this afternoon’s match is going
to be no exception.

This season, we introduced a new incentive into the
competition, the Performance of the Round award. The idea
was to provide better entertainment for you the supporter by
encouraging competing teams to play even more attractive
Rugby League football. In the first two rounds, Oldham ran
away with the prize of £500 in each instance and at the time
of going to press were on course
for completing a hat-trick following
their deserved victory over Wigan
in the semi-final.

The pride of the North,
Grinhalle Lager — brewed in
Warrington — and the Lancashire
Cup come together for the fourth
consecutive year to give Rugby
League supporters a truly winning
team.

Naturally, our best wishes go
in equal measure to today’s
finalists.

Mr PAUL CLUBB
Managing Director Griinhalle Lager

Mike Gregory . . . Wire dynamo.
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Presentations

THE Trophy will be
presented to the Captain
of the winning team by
Mr Paul Clubb, Managing
Director of Grinhalle
Lager.

Medals to the winning
and losing teams will be
presented by Mr Brian
Prescott, President of the
Lancashire County RL.

If it’s a draw

THE replay will take place
at Knowsley Road, St
Helens, on Wednesday,
October 18th, kick-off
7.30pm, with the same
match officials.

Entertainment

THIS afternoon’s musical
entertainment at 2.15pm
and at half-time will be
supplied by The Liverpool
Scottish Regimental
Association Band.
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LAST season’s Grinhalle Lager
Lancashire Cup Man of the Match honour
went to Salford stand-off Paul Shaw, the
fourth consecutive half-back and third
Australian to receive the award.

Although he finished on the losing side,
he was a constant thorn in the Wigan
ranks, so much so that even full-back
Steve Hampson was sent to the sin bin
for the first time in his career, when a high
tackle put paid to the stand-off’s progress
in a promising Salford raid.

On several occasions the diminutive
will o’ the wisp part-Aborigine was so
quick to see an opening that he left his
team-mates in his wake. If the rest of the
side had been alert to his every move then
the Trophy may have found a place in the
Willows Boardroom.

The former Manly-Warringah player was
understudy to seasoned professional Cliff
Lyons back home in Australia and he
came to this country virtually as an
unknown, on a six months contract.

Arriving in September, he made his
debut as substitute against Whitehaven
in the first round of last season’s
competition.

He quickly settled in and took the game
by the scruff of the neck, absolutely
mesmerising the Cumbrian visitors. The
following week he was in the team for the
start of the match against an unbeaten
Wakefield Trinity side at Belle Vue. Time
after time he left defenders gasping with
his pace and sheer artistry and he was
instrumental in Salford denting the home
side’s winning sequence.

By the time that the Lancashire Cup
Final came around, Salford had reached
the showpiece match with some good
entertaining rugby and Paul Shaw was a
springboard for many of the Reds moves.

In last season’s final he showed bags
of character with his penetrating runs and
though small in stature he was head and
shoulders above everyone else on the
pitch.

‘Cup finals, however, are all about
winning but Salford took some degree of

comfort knowing that they had in their
side a brilliant player who not only won
the Man of the Match award but who also
was beginning to take the RL scene by
storm.

While he continued to impress for the
Reds he began to attract the wrong sort
of attention from his opponents. His
baptism into the British Rugby League
scene could not have been tougher and
he became the recipient of several high
tackles in his short stay in the country.
Consequently, the injuries became more
frequent and he suffered concussion on
acouple of occasions which ruled him out
of contention. Following his enforced lay-
off he was never really the same player
again, a body blow for the Salford club
who were robbed of the services of a truly
brilliant player.

He played his last match for Salford
against Hull at the Willows in February
and departed from these shores after a
mere 16 matches for the Reds. Although
he only scored two tries for the club he
created countless more with his
inspirational play.

Man of the Match Award

THIS afternoon’s player of the match,
selected by members of the press, will
receive an inscribed decanter and a
cash prize of £250, kindly donated by
GRUNHALLE LAGER.

Previous Man of the Match winners
are:
1974 Mike Coulman—Salford (v Widnes)
1975 Mick George—Widnes (v Salford)
1976 David Eckersley—Widnes (v Workington T)
1977 Arnold Walker—Workington T (v Wigan)
1978 Arnold Walker—Workington T (v Widnes)
1979 Mick Adams—Widnes (v Workington T)
1980 Tony Waller—Warrington (v Wigan)
1981 Ray Tabern—Leigh (v Widnes)
1982 Steve Hesford—Warrington (v St Helens)
1983 David Cairns—Barrow (v Widnes)
1984 Mal Meninga—St Helens (v Wigan)
1985 Steve Ella—Wigan (v Warrington)
1986 Mick Ford—Wigan (v Oldham)
1987 Shaun Edwards—Wigan (v Warrington)
1988 Paul Shaw—Salford (v Wigan)

Paul Shaw, Salford’s Australian half back
who was Man of the Match last year.
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OLDHAM R.L.F.C. — 1989

OPPONENTS of the three-up, three-down promotion and
relegation system need look no further than the exploits
of Oldham and Halifax in the county cup competitions
this season for further ammunition in the fight to force
change.

Halifax, relegated at the end of last season, removed
Hull in the Yorkshire Cup and then took Bradford Northern
to a replay in the semi-final.

Oldham, who dropped down to the Second Divsion with
them, are in today’s Grinhalle Lancashire Cup final after
removing First Division teams Barrow, St Helens and
Wigan — Barrow and Saints away from home and Wigan
in front of a full-house crowd of 8,600 at Watersheddings.

The fact that Barrow, beaten 46-2, were woefully weak
merely adds weight to the argument for reducing the
number of promoted and relegated teams or introducing
a soccer-style play-off system. ~

Both Saints and Wigan were below strength but

Oldham'’s achievement in reaching the final was nevertheless highly
commendable and especially so when considering that they, too,
were without long-standing injury victims Paul Round, John
Henderson and Des Foy.

Even in that memorable semi-final against Wigan, goalkicker and
full-back Duncan Platt had to quit at half-time with a knee injury
and skipper John Cogger, an inspirational leader, followed him
during the second half with a thigh injury.

In the event Platt’s replacement, marksman Gary Hyde, was to
prove the Oldham hero with his long-range match-winning goal from
near halfway five minutes from the end of a thriller.

Hyde is one of several bargain buys brought to Watersheddings
by coach Tony Barrow since his arrival nearly 12 months ago.
Indeed, it is revealing to compare the cost to Wigan of back-row
men Andy Platt (£140,000) and Andy Goodway (£60,000) with
Oldham'’s total lay-out of £30,000 for their entire back three, Keith
Newton, Shaun Allen and skipper Cogger.

To the side that was relegated, he has added Richard Russell
from Wigan for the proverbial “song”, purchased John Fieldhouse
from St Helens for an undisclosed fee — but certainly well below
the £65,000 club record buys, Round and Mike Ford — and
introduced Aussie stand-off Brett Clark on a 12-month contract.

Says Barrow, the former Warrington boss: “It is gratifying to see
so many good things coming from players we have bought in the
past few months.

“None of them cost a fortune on today’s valuations but they have
all settled in well at Watersheddings and our teamwork and
dressing room spirit is second to none.

“In this game a lot can be achieved if the spirit and the attitude
are right and in assembling my squad of players over the past few
months | have tried to ensure that | have bought players whose
attitude is totally honest.

“I didn’t buy Leo Casey. He was at Oldham when | arrived. But
he is coming on in leaps and bounds and that is due to his hard
work behind the scenes which the fans know nothing about.”

Oldham reacted positively to the bitter blow of relegation. Before
a pass was thrown in earnest this season, they announced an
intention to win the Second Division, lift the premiership at Old
Trafford next May, and do well in the various cup competitions.

No matter what happens today, Barrow’s bargain boys are well
on target and looking forward to a successful season.







