: Mr. B. Galtr

OLDHAM
RICHARD RUSSELL
KEVIN MEADOWS
CHARLIE McALISTER
GARY HYDE

PAUL LORD

BRETT CLARK

MIKE FORD

LEO CASEY

ANDY RUANE

JOHN FIELDHOUSE
JOHN FAIRBANK
SHAUN ALLEN
JOHN COGGER

STEVE ROBINSON
TREVOR CROSTON

CONONHLWN-

TEAM CHECK

DONCASTER
ANDY SYGROVE
MARK ROACHE

CARL HALL

ANDREW VINCENT
NEIL TURNER

KEVIN JONES

NEIL PICKERILL
TERRY HERMANSSON
MARK GIBBON
GRAHAM IDLE
KEVIN RAYNE

JOHN GREEN

KEITH JONES

— IAN FLETCHER

TONY CHAPPELL

(Bradford). Touch Judges: Mr. W. Blunden (Red Flag), Mr. J. Glover

(Orange Flag

OIL/D HIA M

EXECUTIVE SPONSOR

MR. STEPHEN SMITH

MATCH SPONSOR
A.FG. OLDHAM

TEAM SPONSOR
BROADBENT GROUP OF
COMPANIES

MATCH BALL SPONSOR
TWO COUNTIES SERVICE
STATION

MAN-OF-THE-MATCH SPONSOR

THE HIGH POINT HOTEL

TOP TACKLE COUNT SPONSOR

PAN GULF LTD.

PROGRAMME SPONSOR
KENNETH FISHER
TEXTILE MACHINERY

)
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OLDHAM v DONCASTER
Sunday, November 26th

Kick-Off 3.00 p.m.

80p

BOLTON Millfield Road, Breightmet, Bolton 384867 SALE Glebelands Road 061-969 7543
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Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

' ! '
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to the best team
over the bar

Sponsors of
Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Directors:

John Chadwick (Chairman),
David Gardner, Jim Knox,
Greg Pache, Tom Patterson,
Jim Quinn

General Manager: Mr. R. Hill
Hon. Doctor: Dr. Johnson
Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle

Asst. Physiotherapists:
Mr. K. Openshaw, Mr. J. Watkins

CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League :
lonship Play-off Winners:
cmT;OQ-m, 1910-11, 1956-57

Runners-up:
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22,1954-55

First Division Champions:
1904-05
Second Division Champions:
R . 198182, 19g7.85
ugby League Challengo Cup Winne
rs:

1898-99,
1924-25 19265

" Runne,
. T8-up:
906-07, 191112, 1923~24. 1925.2¢

Lancashire ¢,
1907:08, 1910-11, 1913 1 vinners:

4, 1919-.
193334, 195667, 1957.55 fé’séf; =
Runners-up:
190809, 191112, 1916-19, 1921.22, 1954.55
1966-67, 1968-69, 1986-87, 1989.00

Lancashire Championship Winners:

1907-08,
1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58

Runners-up:
1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24,
1954-5!

winners:
ncashire Shield
AN 75.76, 1979-80

Secretary: Mrs. A. Lees.

Coaches: Tony Barrow,
Derek Whitehead, lan Taylor,
Bill Kindon

Conditioner: Ossie Rowe

Hon. Consultantant
Orthopaedic Surgeons:
Mr. H. Thompson, Mr. D. Walker

Official Sin Bin Man: Mr. D. Whitehead
Official Timekeeper: Mr. J. Roscoe

Professional Playing Staff:

S. Allen, K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley,

T. F. Barrow, |. Bates, R. Blackman,

L. Casey, B. Clark, N. Clawson, J. Cogger,
T. Croston, S. J. Entwistle, J. Fairbank,

J. Fieldhouse, N. Flanagan, T. Flanagan,
T. Foley, M. Ford, D. Foy, C. Hawkyard,

J. Henderson, G. Hyde, R. Irving, C. Joynt,
K. Kelly, M. P. Kirwan, A. Leech, P. Lord,
C. McAlister, T. L. Martyn, K. Meadows,

T. Miller, K. Newton, R. Pachniuk,

S. Patterson, D. Platt, S. Robinson, P. Round
A. Ruane, |. Sanderson.

CLUB RECORDS
Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959

Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September,
1978

Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield,
24 February, 1912

Record Recelpts: £37,505.50 v Wigan,
5th October, 1989

Record Transfer Fee Pald: £65,000 to
St. Helens for Paul Round August 1987 and £65,000
for Mike Ford January 1988

Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries,
1921-22 season

Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals,
1957-58 season

Record Polnt Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points
v Liverpool City, April 1959

First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge

Highest number of points scored: Bernard
Ganley, 2,881

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685

Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233
Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182




WE'RE PUTTING
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YOU can bet all you like that
Doncaster, our opponents today, will
be all fired up to give us another
tough game after our tight, two-point
win at Tattersfield early in the month.

It is up to us to be ready for the
challenge and make sure that we get
our defence right again after
conceding too many points in a
couple of recent games.

A lot of people are looking at the
‘points for’ column against the name
of Rochdale Hornets and suggesting
that Oldham should be chasing
points to make up the leeway in case
important issues are to be settled on
points difference at the end of the
season. .

[ well understand what they mean
and what makes them think along
these lines. But I don’t quite see it that
way.

Rochdale now have a big reputa-
tion for scoring. Good luck to them.
But these things have to be kept in
perspective and it is no good running
up 50 or 60 points regularly if, when
the chips are down, you slip up and
drop a couple of vital league points.

[ think you are far more likely to
go through the season with only a
minimum of dropped league points
if the emphasis, first and foremost, is
on the tackling. I don’t want you to
get the idea that [ am just defensive
minded. | am not. But in the harsh

THE BOSS s VIEW

world of the First Division — and
that’s where we are aiming to go —
you have to build from the solid base
of a tight defence. If not, you won’t
last two minutes up there.

It usually follows that if a side gets
its defence right, the attack takes care
of itself, at least to some extent.

Also, the trouble with getting a
fixation about scoring freely in every
match is that a team is more likely to
put a little bit more concentration on
that and a little bit less on the work
rate off the ball.

The fact remains that if we win
every match, we will win the Second
Division — irrespective of points for
and against — and [ believe that
much will hinge on the results of our
games against Rochdale at Spotland
on Boxing Day and here at Water-
sheddings on Easter Monday.

I like to see a lot of tries scored, but
it is a fact of life that the basis of real
and lasting success — particularly in
the First Division — is a strong
defence.

That’s why I was so upset to see
us concede six tries to Keighley in our
last home game. To my mind, that
was far more damaging to our long-
term success as a club that hopes to
b chasing the big-time than a failure
to score 60 points every time we play
a Second Division game.

TONY BARROW



EXECUTIVE SPONSOR
MR. STEPHEN SMITH

MATCH SPONSOR
AFG. OLDHAM

TEAM SPONSOR
BROADBENT GROUP OF COMPANIES

MATCH BALL SPONSOR
TWO COUNTIES SERVICE STATION

MAN-OFTHE-MATCH SPONSOR
THE HIGH POINT HOTEL

TOP TACKLE COUNT SPONSOR
PAN GULF LTD.

PROGRAMME SPONSOR
KENNETH FISHER TEXTILE MACHINERY
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MATCH REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS
(

898-808-637

T [T
& CALL RIGHT NOW!
A RING-A-ROUND SERVICE_5p FOR 8 SECONDS (PEAK) 5p FOR 12 SECONDS (OFF PEAK)
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10AS - Weleome to Doncaster

THE Dons do not need much introduction to those Oldham supporters who made the trip to
Tattersfield on November 5. It was fireworks all right ... and we won by the skin of our teeth
with a John Fairbank try in the dying seconds!

It was easily apparent that a great deal of hard work has been done at Tattersfield in recent
times, both on the field and off it.

No one could fail to have been impressed at the form of the Yorkshire club’s three New
Zealanders — centre Carl Hall, stand-off Andrew Vincent and prop Terry Hermansson.
Another Kiwi — tour star Tony Kemp — returns to Tattersfield after the French part of the
European tour on December 4, but he has to return early to Sydney League club Newcastle
Knights, so he will probably be available only for a couple of months.

Doncaster scored four tries against us on their own ground, the first from Vincent, the second
from Kevin Rayne, the third from strong-running winger Neil Turner (after a great break by
Vincent) and the fourth by Hall, who crowned a memorable individual display with a long-
range burst to score wide out.

Audley Pennant was also a strong-running man in the middle of the back line, but he broke his
hand at Whitehaven a fortnight ago and he is unlikely to be in the starting line-up today.
Against Kells last week, in the preliminary round of the Regal Trophy, coach Dave Sampson
switched Vincent to the centre and brought in Kevin Jones at stand-off to partner Neil Pickeril.
Another doubtful starter today is former Bradford and Wakefield forward Dick Jasiewicz. He
also missed the Kells game last Sunday and his chances of playing today were rated in
midweek as 50-50.

Forward like Graham Idle, Rayne, and Jasiewizc provide plenty of experience up front and we
discovered in the game at Tattersfield, the Dons have the speed and skill behind the pack to
capitalise in style, especially when Hall, Vincent and Turner hit top gear.

Back row: Neil Turner, John Green, Graham Idle, Keith Jones, Andy Timson and Audley Pennant.
Middle row: Neil Pickerill, lan Fletcher, Kevin Rayne, Mark Roache and Alan Shillito. Front: John Evans,
Kevin Jones, Matthew Saward (mascot), Mark Gibbon and Dick Jasiewicz.

Photo by Phil Callaghan

CASHLINE - 4
rogramme photographs supplied by

HOTLINE Oldham Evening Chronicle Photographic Dept.
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Read

and

Alex Murphy

IN YOUR

Manchester Evening News |

Jack McNamara " '9\

For the Complete Coverage
of the Rugby League Scene

FOR AN EARLY MORNING
DELIVERY SERVICE OF
MILK & DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

COUNTHILL
DAIRY

The Dairy on your doorstep

TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’s Service

For all your Chemist Sundries,
Cosmetics and Toiletries

YATES CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)
831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood, Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

MIKE BURKE

H.G.V. INSTRUCTOR R.T.I.B.
Class One Tuition given

£12.50 per hour

FIVE MINUTES FROM M62 JUNCTION 21

Tel: 061-681 0664

1987/88

Oldham 17, Doncaster 16

A crowd of 3,551 saw Oldham gain revenge for a defeat earlier in the season with a

drop goal by Mick Burke, goals by Peter Walsh and tries by Bryan McCarthy and Martin

Hall (2) in a Watersheddings thriller. Oldham were to finish as champions while Doncaster

finished a respectable sixth. Here, hooker Martin Hall goes over the line to help set
up an Oldham victory.

HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.
. Wholesale Butchers .

STALL No. 25/26

THE ABATTOIR

RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097

Prince George Hotel

& Restaurant
193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328
PERFECT CHOICE

Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches
Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Service

Try our “FRIDAY FIVERS’’ Night
and Traditional Sunday Lunch
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QUALITY COMES FIRST

@_K_l_n.g"_sm For the Ultimate in

TOURS Luxury Executive Coach Hire

* Luxury Executive Coaches with all the latest Amenities
e.g. Tiolet & Washroom, Television & Video, Bar, Reclining
Seats, Tinted Windows, Hi-Fi Stereo, P.A. System.

UK & Continental Tours

12-53 Seater Coaches

Private Hire & Contract Work

Special Rates for OAP’s

SHAW (0706) 881611 & 843144
061-624 0059

UNIT 6, MOSS LANE, ROYTON, OLDHAM OL2 6MR

* Ot O %

Official Executive Transport for O.R.L.F.C.

REGULAR visitors to Watersheddings dur-
ing last summer’s heatwave would have been
greeted by the familiar sight of Oldham’s Mike
Ford making light of the intense heat and
getting down to some serious training with
fellow back John Henderson before the start
of the season.

Now that summer’s relentless work is
already paying dividends for the scum half
who has been in excellent form as Oldham
have leapt up to joint top in the League and
contested a thrilling Lancashire Cup final.

“My ambitions this season are to win the
Second Division Championship and the
Premiership, just like we did two years ago
when [ first joined the club from Leigh. A
bonus would be good cup runs although the
primary aim has to be the First Division”
comments Mike, who signed for Oldham for
a club record £65,000 two seasons ago.

Already the Oldham-born scrum half has
collected several mah-of-the-match awards
with the type of performances that won him
almost every honour in the domestic game.

Mike’s introduction to professional rugby
league was at the tender age of 17 when he
signed for Alex Murphy’s Wigan in 1983,
being named Young Player of the Year two
years later.

During his time with mighty Wigan he
picked up two John Player Cup medals, two
Lancashire Cup medals, a League Cham-
pionship medal, a Charity Shield medal and
a medal for Wigan’s 1985 Silk Cut Challenge
Cup win against Hull at Wembley.

An impressive record like that for a young
player still in his early twenties inevitably
earned Mike a place in the GB international
squad that toured Australia in the summer
of '88. He captained the tourists on four
occasions but failed to win a Test team place.

On the next trip to Australia, Mike wants
to go one better. “I've set my sights on
winning a place in the 1992 Australian tour

. . MIKE FORD

Mike Ford looking forward to a double
celebration next May.

party although [ want to go as number one
scrum half, not number two”

To achieve this ambition, Mike is con-
centrating full time on his Rugby League
career, training at the club on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays, and by himself the
rest of the week — with only his boxer dog,
Rossi, for company.

“I am reducing my involvement with the
newsagent business I run with my dad in
order to devote myself to the game. [ train
every day of the week, running, sprinting or
lifting weights which are all designed to
improve my strength and fitness. Rossi
provides invaluable support when the going
gets tough!

“So far this year, I've been happy with my
form, but [ am always looking to improve,
especially as last season’s niggling injuries are
now a thing of the past”

Compensation for those annoying injuries
that affected his form last season was the
marriage to his wife, Sally Anne, in May, and
the Florida honeymoon that followed. Now
the happy couple are expecting their first
child in May and Mike is looking forward to
a double celebration — promotion and a
healthy baby.



PAN GULF

HUIEnING
TOMORROW'S

FUTURE

BUILDING DEVELOPERS & CONTRAbTORS

SEASON SPONSORS
OF THE
TOP TACKLE COUNT

V.I.P. CENTRE
VULCAN STREET, OLDHAM

TEL: 061- FAX: 061-
624 ) @ 652
1774 0718

/MN\

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing

10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.
Tel: 061-624 0341

Printed Badges Heat Seal Badges
Printed Ties Printed Scarves
T Shirts Pennants
Tea Towels Armbands
Safety Helmet Stickers
Window Stickers

ACTION FROM OUR
RECENT FIXTURES

THE ULTIMATE
GYM

Slirm
Tel: 652 6585

72 High St.
Lees

([
Aerobics J lm
Jazzercise, Callanetics, Children’s Dance
and Stretch, Shavers and Sauna.

FREE — An Evening on us

SLIM JIM’S and CIA ALARMS

will admit 2 people FREE OF
CHARGE to Slim Jim's, 72 High
Street, Lees, Oldham, with receipt of
this token.

FREE Ladies’ Aerobics OR FREE
Gymnasium, Sauna. Facilities
include Sunbeds and Licensed Bar.
Ring 652 6585 for details.

CIA ALARMS
For Burglar/Fire Alarms, CCTV,
Emergency lighting.

BROADBENT
Group of Companies

MEDLOCK
BUILDING COMPANY LTD.
061-620 2346

Main Contractors
and Contractors to the licensed trade.

Licensed Division: Contact M. Maders
Contracts Division: Contact S. Scholes, C. N. Davies

GEOMETRIC
FURNITURE LTD.
061-633 1119

Furniture Manufacturers
specialising in restaurant, pub, club
and brewery soft furnishings.

BROADHURST
BLACKSMITH LTD.
061-624 1512

Security Products
Grills, Fire Escapes and Balustrades.
Specialist in Heavy Duty and Ornamental Fencing.

Address: Shepherd Street, Royton

By / Py
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Oldham skipper John Cogger looks for support from hooker Andy R uah;
during the recent 50— 34 victory against Keighly.

Owr wert fway Watches

BRAMLEY
(December 3)
HOW TO GET THERE

M62 Junction 27 (A62/A650/ M621). Follow
signs Leeds M621. Junction 1 (A6110). Leave
motorway and at roundabout take 1st exit A6110
(signposted Ring Road, Pudsey). Then at ensuing
roundabout forward. Junction with A58. At
roundabout take 2nd exit. In 1.5 miles roundabout
take 3rd exit into Butt Lane unclassified. Shortly
at crossroads forward into Henconner Lane. In 0.8
mile at roundabout take 2nd exit into Town Street
A657 for Bramley RL Ground (on left).

WORKINGTON TOWN
(December 17, kick-off 2.30)
HOW TO GET THERE
FROM M6 Junction 40 (A66/592). Follow signs
Keswick A66. In 1 mile at roundabout take 2nd
exit. Junction with A591. Forward (signposted
Cockermouth) into Keswick by-pass. Junction
with A591/A5271. At roundabout take 2nd exit.
Junction B5289. Junction B5291. Junction with
A5086. Foward (signposted Workington). Great
Clifton. In 2.4 miles turn right into A569. In 1.1
miles turn right into New Bridge for Workington

RL Ground (on right).
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VAUXHALL CENTRE
FOR

ams SERVICE
SALES — PARTS

With exclusive Limited Editions including:
Sunroof, Alarm, Radio Cassette, Spoiler,
2 Tone Paintwork, Window Etching,
Body Graphics, Wheel Trims, etc.

FIRST

Broadway. Chadderton.,
Oldham. Lancs. OL9 8BG
Tel: 061-688 7331

SKYWAY & OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

WHAT A TEAM!

[
177/ A7/

FOR PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE
Are happy to be supporting

OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

Season 1989/90

V¥ Seton
iy Healthcare Group

Tubiton House, Oldham OL1 3HS, England.
Tel: 061652 2222 Telex:669956 Fax: 061626 9090
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BODDINGTONS

BITTER

- Hells

histens

GIRLS, girls, girls! This coming Monday
— 27th November — the Sheddings
promises to feature Oldham’s finest as the
club hosts its first beauty contest to find
Miss Oldham Rugby.

Prizes for the lucky winner, who will be
crowned Miss Oldham Rugby, include an
eight-week modelling course with top
Manchester model agency Pamela Holt,
which has been donated by Boddingtons,
plus a super trophy.

The winner will also be making a wide

number of personal appearances on
behalf of the club.

Anybody interested in entering who has
missed last Friday’s deadline can call the
club during office hours on Monday to
check if there are places available. Call
Karen or Sue on 061-620 4870. Who
knows, the winner could well be taking the
first step to a career in modelling.

The evening — which also features the
best in live music — is going to be a lot of
fun, so why not make a date in your diary
to call in at Oldham’s newest and brightest
nightclub tomorrow!

The proceedings will no doubt have a
slight Australian flavour as the club’s
players from Down Under have organised
an Australian beach party at the club and
have invited all the UK’s Aussie and Kiwi
Rugby League stars to come to the
Watersheddings for one or two pints of
Boddingtons.

Talking of entertainment ... another
great night is lined up after Christmas on
7th January — not the 21st as stated in
my last column — when we host a Player’s
Party Night after the Hunslet match to

13

celebrate the new year in true traditional
Oldham style, drinking more pints of
Boddies. Tickets for this fabulous night are
a mere £10 and are available from either
the Ticket Office or the Social Club.

By the time January comes round we
may well have picked up another Team of
the Month award like we did for October.
Obviously, everyone at the club is proud
of our achievements in the league and, of
course, the Lancashire Cup.

WEe'll be doing our best to maintain the
standards throughout the remainder of
the season.

Finally, we've now printed five
vouchers, so programme collectors can
claim their free signed photograph of their
favourite player. Voucher number six can
be found on page 25.

Top model Helen Jeffery helps to pro-

mote Boddingtons T-shirts, along with

Oldham’s skipper, John Cogger, who will

be judging tomorrow’s beauty competition

alongside coach Tony Barrow, director

Jim Knox, Boddingtons Patrick Langan
and my good self, naturally.






