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REGAL TROPHY 3rd ROUND

Sunday, 17th December 1989
Kick-off 3.00 p.m.

Official Programme 60p




CLUB DETAILS

ST. HELENS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB LTD

President: LADY PILKINGTON
Knowsley Road, St. Helens

R.L. Board of Directors: J. SEDDON, J.P.

Representative of The Rugby League Council: Football Secretary: G. SUTCLIFFE

28th Feb 1948
7th Feb 1953

14th Feb 1953
20th Sept 1954

25th Apr 1975
31st Aug 1975

Challenge Cup 2nd Round
Challenge Cup 1st Round 1st Leg
Challenge Cup 1st Round 2nd Leg
Lancashire Cup 2nd Round

Premiership Trophy 1st Round
Lancashire Cup 1st Round

Oldham
St. Helens
Oldham
Oldham

St. Helens

St. Helens
Oldham

St. Helens
St. Helens

Oldham

3600

E_ASHTON C Oldham St. Helens 1 3011
Representative of The Lancashire County Rep: Timekeeper: C. M. MIDDLEHURST 14th Mar 1976 Challenge Cup 3rd Round St. Helens Oldham 13000
A_RYAN ' Groundsman: Mr. E. EDWARDS 12th Mar 1978  Challenge Cup 2nd Round Oldham St Helens 2 7286
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5

9

Office Telephone: 0744 23697 COLOURS: ) 20th Oct 1956  Lancashire Cup Final at Wigan Oldham St. Helens 3

Fax No: 0744 451302 White Jerseys with Red ‘V’, White Shorts 2ndhOOct 1957  Lancashire Cup Semi Final St. Helens Oldham 29

: : Mok 25th Oct 1958  Lancashire Cup Final at Swinton Oldham St. Helens 2

First maich played September 1890 against ~ Honorary Physicians: D A PHOMAS, M8, 21st Feb 1959  Challenge Cup 1st Round Oldham St Helens 7
Manchester Rangers (at Knowsley Road). B B.5C. S , 2nd May 1959 Championship Semi Final St. Helens Oldham 4 22000
Board of Directors: Chartered Physiotherapist: Janette Smith 2nd Oct 1961  Lancashire Cup 2nd Round St. Helens Oldham 7 18500
Cﬁarrman_: E. LATHAM MCSP SRP 2nd Oct 1962 Lancashire Cup Semi Final Oldham St. Helens 10 14000
Vice-Chairman: E. ASHTON MBE Honorary Life Members: 1st May 1964 Western Regional Championship SF St. Helens Oldham 11 12000
J. PICKAVANCE A. RYAN Mr. W. BOYCOTT, Mr. S. HALL, 7th May 1966  Championship 2nd Round St. Helens Oldham 10 12000
T ELLARD W. RIGBY Mrs. A. SHAW, Mr. C. T. JACKSON, 7th Nov 1967 Floodlit Trophy 1st Round St. Helens Oldham 0 6700
E. BROMILOW J. SEDDON, J.P. Dr. H. A. LOMAX, Mr. J.H. CLEGG, J.P. 25th Oct 1968  Lancashire Cup Final at Wigan St. Helens Oldham 2 17008
W. LYON Mr. H. STOTT, Mr. L. PRESCOTT 25th Feb 1969  Challenge Cup 2nd Round Oldham St. Helens 15 14200
Mr. H. B. COOK, 29th Jan 1972  Challenge Cup 1st Round Oldham St. Helens 8 3395
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Deputy Representative: W. LYON Shirt Sponsors: ST. HELENS GLASS

- Company Secretary: G. SUTCLIFFE Captain: PHIL VEIVERS

15th Mar 1981
14th Feb 1987
19th Dec 1987
27th Sep 1989

Challenge Cup 3rd Round
Challenge Cup 2nd Round
John Player Trophy SF at Wigan
Lancashire Cup 2nd Round

Oldham
Oldham
St. Helens
St. Helens

6

St. Helens
St. Helens
Oldham
Oldham

N
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36

8712

8136
7834

Newey & Eyre, Electrical Wholesale Suppliers, Unit 5, Jackson St., St. Helens.

Commercial Manager & Marketing Executive:
Mr. KEN HEELEY

1st Team Coach: ALEX MURPHY

Honorary Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon:
Mr. PETER K. ROSTRON, M. CH.Orth., M.B.,
Ch.B, F.R.CS.

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS SEASON 1989/90

' Derrick Ball Coaches, Garage & Office. Harold Burrows, 18 Walmsley Drive, Rainford. Mr. G. Bickerstaffe, Albany Road, St.
Helens. Mr. Barton, Longsters Chemist, Prescot. Mrs. Barton. Mr. Boardman, Hindlewood Farm. Rainford. Mr. & Mrs. D.
Brown. John E. Ball, Moss Nook Farm, Rainford, St. Helens. Mr. G. Connelly, 14 Croston Avenue, Rainhill. J. E. Derbyshire,
Livesey & Spottiswood (Chartered Accountants), 17 George Street, St. Helens. Mr. R. Davies, Blackbrook Haulage (St. Helens)
Ltd., Unit B, Station Road Indus. Estate, St. Helens. Mr. M. Deacle. Mr. L. Davies, Court House, Manchester Road. Accrington.
DMA Engineering, Burtonhead Road, St. Helens. Mrs. P. A. Dugdale. Mr. G. Darwin, 296 Prescot Road, St Helens. James
Dadge & Son, Insurance Brokers. Dickinson’s Ltd., 110 Spring Street, Wigan WN1 3AX. Mr. F. Fozard, Fozard Hair, 68 Bic-
kerstaff St., St. Helens. Mr. R. Fillingham, Fillingham'’s Transport, Pocket Nook St., St. Helens. A. W. Barton. G. M. W. Barton. D.
Barton, ¢/o Fingerpost Hotel, St. Helens. Mr. E. T. Forest. Mrs. C. Flitcroft. Mr. M. Griffiths, Bullding Contractors & J.C.B. Hire.
Tel: 50306. Mr. F. J. Howard. Hall Bros., Haulage, Lock Street, St. Helens. Mr. K. A. Hitchen, Trevors Supermarkets & Catering
Suppliers, 106 Ribble Road, Blackpool. Tel: 0253-21726. Mr. C. T. Henderson, Castledale Homes Lid., Minos House, Liverpool.
Brian Harrison, (Replacement Windows & Patio Doors). Tel: 051-498-4199. Mr. R. Hall, CMH Car Sales/Car & Van Hire. J. Hun-
ter, Refuge Assurance for all your insurance needs. Alan Jones, Mawni Truck Rentals. Unit 2, Lowfield Lane, Marshalls X. Tel:
820681. Mr. M. Jones. Mr. C. Johnson. M. Kay Contractors, 84 Woodville Street, St. Helens. Tel: 0744-50669. Fiddle in Bag,
Alder Lane, Burtonwood, Nr. Warrington. Tel: 0925-25442. R. Lunt, Jewellers. Mr. K. Lunt, Waste Disposal Contractors. Mr.
Luther, Ansi Developments, 10 Lawton Road, Rainhill. Mr. Last, Fancy That, 42 Freckleton Road, St. Helens. H. Morris, J.
Frodsham & Sons, Solicitors, 19 Hardshaw Street, St. Helens. Mr. V. Matthews. Mr. G. Makin, T. W. Courier Services, Clayton-le-
Moors, Accrington. Mr. R. McCauley, D. & M. Plastics. Mr. M. McGuire. Mr. A. McClurg, The Chip Shop, Windleshaw Road, St.
Helens. Mr. McGann, Fancy That, 42 Freckleton Road, St. Helens. Mr. D. McGuire. Northern Conveyors, Haydock Lane,
Haydock, St. Helens. Jean Barthe, Bar “Le Rugby”, Boulevard De Varsovie, Carcassonne. Mr. T. Polding. Mr. M. Preston, Mel
Preston Tyres. Oldham Greyhound Stadium. Mr. D. Pickavance, Santime Ltd.. Morgame Farm, Rainford. Ronny Poole, 9 Alice
Street, Sutton. Mr. A. Polding, A. & B. Accounts Services, Earlestown, N.L.W. Mrs. B. Polding, Variety Christmas Club, 73 Bridge
Street, N.L.W. Mr. W. Jelley, Sutton Timber Co., Clockface/Hoghton Road, St. Helens. Mr. & Mrs. Sorby. 4 Bevan Close,
Nutgrove, St. Helens. St. Helens Glass, Corporation Street, St. Helens. Mr. G. Smith. Mr. D. Stanton, Wheatsheaf Hotel, Appley
Bridge, Wigan. Mr. J. Sephton, Rainford Plumbing & Heating Ltd., Sandwash Close, Rainford Indus. Estate, Rainford. Mr. Synes,
Manta Reach Ltd. (Property Developers). Tel: Ormskirk 7566 1. Mr. Bernard Tyson, Furnaceman’s Arms, Pocket Nook. St. Helens.
Mrs. Ann Tomkinson, 20 Peckers Hill Road, Sutton, St. Helens. Mr. M. Ward, c/o St. Helens Glass, Corporation Street, St. Helens.
Paul Waring, Wall & Floor Ceramic Tiler. Tel: 24295. John A. Jones, Traditional Fresh & Cooked Meats. Tel: 051-259-
3528. Broughtons of St Helens. Mr. Bannister. Edward Cook & Sons, Windle Hall Farm, Crank. St Helens. Mr.
Campbell. Mr. R. Hill Slatex Roofing. Mr. G. Holland. Mr. Hawley. Mr. A. Heaton. Mr. T. Bates, MTB Motors, Mill Lane,
Newton-le-Willows. Miss D. McGuire. Mr. A. Pyke. Mr. S. Pyke Piccadilly Radio. Mr. M. Roberts, Roberts & Sherry, 50
Bishop Road, St Helens. Mr. Hobson, St Helens Fabrication, Sheet Metal Workers & Fabricators in all Steel Site Main-
tenance. A. Woods, Beech Tree, Unit 13 Tontine Market, St Helens. Tel: 27315. Alf Pearson, Light Hauiage, Garswood.
Tel: Wigan 713680. Mr. Wilcock. Mr. J. Woods. Mr. Campbell, Culmac Motor Factors Ltd, 051-525 4311. Mr. R.
McGregor. Mr. Nabi, Nabi Restaurant, 8 Cotham Street & Nabis King Kebab, 58 Westfield Street. Chris Deardon,

Saints have played Oldham 25 times since the war in Cup competitions. To date Saints have won 18, Oldham
have won 6 and there has been 1 draw. ‘
_ Inthe John Player Trophy Saints and Oldham have only met on the one occasion — that being in the semi &8
final in 1987 when Saints won 18-8. :

In the Challenge Cup Saints have beaten Oldham in 1953, 1972, 1976, 1978 and 1987 on route to Wem-
bley whereas in the Lancashire Cup Saints and Oldham have got in the Final in 1956, 1958 and 1968.

Alliance Team Coach: FRANK BARROW
Fitness Conditioner: ERIC HUGHES

Kit: JOHN MEADOWS .
Auditor; T. CALLON, C.A.
Company Au c 20th October 1956 — Lancashire Cup Final at Wigan
Oldham 10 St. Helens 3 — Att: 39,544
St. Helens: 1. Moses. 2. Llewellyn. 3. Greenall. 4. Finan. 5. Carlton T. 6. Rhodes. 7. Dickinson. 8. Prescott. 9.
Mcintyre. 10. Silcock. 11. Parsons. 12. Gaskell. 13. V. Karalius.
25th October 1958 — Lancashire Cup Final at Swinton.
2 Oldham 12 St. Helens 2 — Att: 38,780
St. Helens: 1. Ferris G. 2. Vollenhoven. 3. Greenall. 4. Large. 5. Carlton. 6. Howard. 7. Murphy. 8. Terry. 9.
McKinney. 10. Brown. 11. Briggs. 12. Delves. 13. V. Karalius.
25th October 1968 — Lancashire Cup Final at Wigan
St. Helens 30 Oldham 2 — Att: 17,008
St. Helens: 1. Rhodes. 2. Wilson 2T. 3. Benyon. 4. Myler. 5. Williams T. 6. Whittle. 7. T. Bishop T. 8. Warlow. 9.
Sayer. 10. Watson. 11. Rees T. 12. E. Chisnall T. 13. Coslett 6G. 14. Houghton. 15. Hogan.
Last meeting: 27th Sepember 1989 — Lancashire Cup 2nd Round
St. Helens 6 Oldham 36 — Att: 7,834
St. Helens: 1. Kay. 2. Tanner G. 3. Bailey. 4. Hunte. 5. Roach. 6. Frodsham. 7. Devine. 8. Evans. 9. Groves. 10.
Cosgrove. 11. Jones. 12. Haggerty. 13. Cooper. 14. Carrington T. 15. Atherton.
Oldham: 1. Platt T6G. 2. Robinson T. 3. Hyde. 4. Irving. 5. Lord. 6. Clark. 7. Ford T. 8. Casey. 9. Ruane. 10.
Fieldhouse. 11. Newton T. 12. Allen T. 13. Cogger T. 14. Russell. 15. Fairbank.
Last term Oldham finished 12th in Division 1 and were relegated. In the Lancashire Cup after beating
Workington 64 points to 2 were knocked out in the 2nd round by Salford 18-2, Halifax knocked Oldham out of
the John Player Trophy at Watersheddings in the 1st Round by 14 points to 12 and in the Challenge Cup after
beating Dewsbury by 40 points to 9 at Crown Flat and Sheffield Eagles at Owlerton by 32 points to 20 were
unlucky to be knocked out at home in the quarter finals by the eventual winners Wigan, 12-4.
] So far this season Oldham have done really well and have only lost twice in 17 games including a hammer-
ing of Saints (see above). Their results to date are as follows:-
HOME AWAY
40- 8 Halifax
12- 4 Barrow
19-18 (LCSF) St. Helens
14-3 Runcorn
22- 4 Warrington
50-34 Carlisle
30- 8 Doncaster
22- 8 (RT2) Fulham

Workington

Hull K.R. w

Wigan Y

Halifax W

Batley W
w
W
w

12-22

46- 2 (LC1)

36- 6 (LC2)

34-6

16-24 (LCF) at St. Helens
32-10

22-20

Keighley
Doncaster
Huddersfield
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YOUR LOCAL (\'\\{t\\.\ DEALER =341

Knowsley Rd., St. Helens WA10 4PP
Tel: 0744 32411

200 YDS FROM SAINTS GROUND.
OVER 60 USED CARS ALWAYS
IN STOCK.

BROUGHTONS

AL u’b?“"?

THIS afternoon’s clash with Oldham gives the lads a chance at gaining some
revenge after the hammering they gave us in the Lancashire Cup back here in

September. The lads knew that night that they didn’t compete and were com-

prehensively beaten by the better side, so it's up to us to put that game behind
us and go out and beat them today. Oldham are a very good side, far too good
for the 2nd Division, and after beating us they then beat Wigan at home which
is no mean feat. To be honest, though, we’ve got all we could have asked for, in
a home tie, and the rest is up to us. One thing is certain, if we perform like we
did last Sunday against Dewsbury, today, we won’t get a second chance.

Against Dewsbury here last week | was very disappointed in our display.

"Taking nothing away from them however, | thought Maurice Bamford got

110% out of each of his players and on the day deserved the draw, but we
were very poor. Fortunately for us we got the draw as we threw away six or
seven good try scoring chances by poor passing and handling and | felt we let
both ourselves down and you, our fans down in a very unprofessional perfor-
mance. In fact out of our side only Tony Kay, David Tanner and Jonathan Grif-
fiths, when he came on, played anything like their best form.

Last Wednesday, at Wakefield, we fully deserved our win in the replay in
appauling conditions. The game was a very hard affair with both defences
being on top. Unfortunately Neil Holding and Paul Loughlin were unable to
play due to injuries and we picked up two more during the game to Tea Ropati
and Jonathan Giriffiths. Neil is definitely out of todays clash after having an
operation on his knee last Tuesday and we’ll have to wait and see if Paul, Tea
or Jonathan are fit to play. After only last week saying that it seems our injury
situation is improving, we lose four players this week and we have another
crisis, I've never in all my days in Rugby League come across a run of injuries
like we've had this season.

So, at present, | don’t know who will be fit to play or not. All | ask is that no
matter who turns out for us this afternoon you the Saints faithful get behind the
lads vocally and cheer them on as it lifts their game and hopefully we'll be in
the hat tomorrow morning for the semi-final draw.




THE WELCOME FEATURE PUB

BASS — TETLEY — JOHN SMITHS — FREE HOUSE
ST. HELENS NO.1 PUB :

We have something on for everyone every day of the week.

MONDAY : Cheap Ale — Only 60p per pint Mild/Bitter.

- TUESDAY >: Live Country and Western Music (9.00 p.m.). Saints Video at 7.40 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ! k Cheap Lager. Only 80p per pint. Saints Video at 9.00 p.m.
THURSDAY : Back to the Sixties Disco (8.00 p.m.)

FRIDAY &-SATI_JHDAY : Disco Fun Nights (8.00 p.m.) *

: Happy Hour between 7 - 8.00 p.m. plus Disco from 9.00 p.m.

OHOIOE OF 22 DIFFERENT ALES !!!

Corner North John Street/Lowe Street
Telephone: 29375

ST. HELENS SUPPORTERS CLUB
AND
ST. HELENS REPORTER
PLAYER OF THE YEAR SPONSORS
1989-1990

ERIC BROMILOW & SONS, Cycles, T.V., Videos & Radios, St. Helens. Tel: 25015
CLINTWORTH BUTCHERS, Walmsley Rd., St. Helens. Tel: 58300
D.M.A. ENGINERS, Burtonhead Rd., St. Helens. Tel: 37276
JON GRAHAM ASSOCIATES, Financial Advisory Services, 70, Claughton St. Tel: 38031
W. HORTON (Carpets), 185/187, Greenfield Rd. Tel: 26747
INDUSTRIAL & PROFESSIONAL COLOUR, Friday St. Chorley
LADY PILKINGTON
LANES TROPHIES, 121, Higher Parr St. Fingerpost, St. Helens. Tel: 32229
MR. DENNIS LENNON, Houghtons Lane, Eccleston
NORTHERN CONVEYORS (HAYDOCK) LTD. Tel: 20021
RAVENHEAD SERVICE STATION, 305, Prescot Rd. Tel: 26230
ST. HELENS REPORTER
ST. HELENS SUPPORTERS CLUB
MR. & MRS. SKERRY, PARK HOTEL, North Rd. (Boddingtons) Tel: 26135
SLATEX ROOFING COMPANY. Tel: Marshalls Cross 817780

SUPPORTERS CLUB

THIS afternoon we extend a warm welcome to
all our friends from Watersheddings in this
3rd round Regal Trophy cup-tie.

We seem to be fated to draw Oldham in
cup-ties and I'm sure we all remember the
Lancashire Cup match earlier this season.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Today we welcome as our sponsors Eric
Bromilow & Sons, Cycles, T.V., Videos &
Radios, St. Helens. Tel: 25015 who supply
everything electric for the home —television
sets, washing machines, tumble dryers,
vacuum cleaners — you name it and you’ll
find it as Eric Bromilow’s, 18 Ormskirk
Street, St. Helens.

The name Eric Bromilow is a bye-word in
St. Helens for electrical goods of all kinds
and makes, and he has been trading in the
town for more than 30 years. He started
business in 1945 in a small shop in Liver-
pool Road as a cycle dealer and his busi-
ness philosophy — “a straight, honest deal
for all my customers” — earned him an envi-
able reputation for a genuine and highly effi-
cient service.

Then, in 1953, he expanded by buying
Shenton’s old shop in North Road (where he
had worked as a boy).

“| believe in and practice, the friendly per-
sonal approach to my customers,” said Eric,
“and most of them know me as Eric
Brom.”

Clintworth Butchers, who are sponsoring
this event for the sixth season running.

A. Clintworth, 68 Walmesley Road, Ec-
cleston, began trading 13 years ago as a
wholesale Sausage and Cooked Meat Van
Sales venture and they have operated in the
Greater Manchester and Merseyside areas.
Just over four years ago they expanded into

real Butchers and now have two shops in St.
Helens and Newton-le-Willows, which also
has its own bakery producing fresh pies and
cakes daily. They are truly a local company
with a very high standard and we thank them
and all our Player of the Year sponsors for
their generous support.
COACHES

If we win today, we will, of course, be tak-
ing coaches to the semi final of the
Regal Trophy.

The coaches to our next away league
match in the Stones Bitter Championship on
Boxing Day at Central Park, WIGAN will
leave Knowsley Road at 1 p.m.

WHO SAYS SAINTS FANS

ARE NOT DEDICATED?
Last Wednesday, two of our supporters
were at Technical College in Wigan. They
desperately wanted to go to the replay
against Dewsbury but college did not finish
until 7 p.m. In the freezing sleet and snow
they ran to their car and left Wigan at 7.20
p.m. hoping to get to Wakefield for half time.
But, as many of us know, it was thick snow
on the M62. They arrived at Wakefield at
8.40 pm and managed to see the last 20
minutes of the match.

How’s that for dedication!!!

MEMBERSHIP

We would like to welcome our youngest
member of the Supporters Club — Joshua
Mark Veivers who was born on Saturday
4th December, at 4 p.m., weighing in at 8lb
20z. Joshua is the first son of Rita and Phil
Veivers. Congratulations to all the family.
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS from all of us to
Neil Holding., (The Holding family seem to
be in the programme for birthdays as often
as Coronation Street is on the telly.)

-



Anoraks up to 32" 19.95
over 32" 25.00

Bibs 99
Babygro’s 3.50
Boxer shorts 2.99
Briefs ladies / gents 1.50
Cardigans 12.95
Cards playing 1.65
Cufflinks 2.75
Coasters set of 6 2.50
Clocks plastic 8.50
wooden 22.00

Desk pen set 495
Gloves adult 1.80
child 1.65

Hats Ski / Bob 2.20
Polo shirts adult 9.50
child 3.50

Pencil case sets 1.75
Plaques from 5.25
Pendants 1.50
Pullovers 22 32 Acrylic 8.00
adult Acrylic 15.00

Programme Holders 2.95
Log Books 1.95
Machine wash |/wool 22.00
Rugby Balls Large 7.50
small 2.50
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Replica Jerseys
26-28 30-32
34-36 38-40
42-44

46-48

Scarves

Shorts

Socks

Sweat Shirts
with badge

Centenary
Quarter
American

Replica

Ties

Track Tops home
Btms
Tops adult
Btms adult

Watches

Hip Flasks

Wallets

Quilt cover sets

Money Boxes

Mugs

V neck Sleeveless

Assorted saints soft toys

Murphys Law Book

Rothmans year book

More Kinds of Rugby by

Home/Away

Home/Away
Home/Away

Sml-med
L-XL

child
adult
child

child
child
from
from

Ray French

Great |deas for Xmas from Samts Souvemrs

15.00
19.00
22.00
24.00
2.50
4.60
2.50

9.50
10.50
12.99
12.99

8.95
10.95

7.00

5.25
15.00
11.00
18.00
13.00
19.95
18.00
12.00
13.99

3.99

1.50
11.99

5.95
11.95
7.99
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TALKING 3,
BILL BATES

LADY Luck was once again on Saints side last Monday when, for the third time on the run they were drawn

to play at homeagamst 2nd Division opposition. Whilst in the 1st Round Saints comfortably overcame Hull
K.R., last Sunday, in the 2nd Round, they nearly blew it against Dewsbury, so Oldham can'’t be underes-
tlmated today — especnally when you consider that they were the last team to beat Saints back in Septem-
ber by 36 points to 6 in the 2nd Round of the Lancashire Cup. That night Saints were easily beaten
although they had a much weakened side out and both Roy Haggerty and Stuart Evans were dismissed.
One thmg for certain is that Saints discipline is paramount today if Saints are to triumph and progress into
the semi finals.

The other three quarter final ties are very evenly matched. Without a doubt the highlight of the round is
the Leeds v. Wigan clash which brings together two inform sides and the winner will in no doubt be hot
favourites to lift the Regal Trophy. In the other ties Sheffield Eagles play Castleford and Halifax entertain
Featherstone Rovers. In both these ties the sides are very similar and | think that they will be very close
affairs. After my very off-target prediction in last weeks programme I’'m reluctant to stick my neck out this
week although if | was pushed | would have to say that | think the Regal Trophy semi-finalists will be St.
Helens, Wigan, Featherstone Rovers and Castleford.

Widnes trouble
The new Rugby League headqguarters ruling on head high tackles looks to have hit W|dnes particularly
hard in their quest to retain their League Championship trophy for an unpresidented third time on the run.
Paul Moriarty was recently banned for eight matches for breaking Hugh Waddell’s jaw of Leeds and now
after last Saturday’s 2nd Round Regal Trophy tie at Central Park, both Joe Grima who was sent off and
Mike O’Neill (trial by video) look to face similar bans when they face the disciplinary committee. When you
take into account that Emosi Koloto has been out injured since the end of September and is not expected
to return until late February, it seems that Widnes coach Doug Laughton has got serious problems
amongst his forwards. It is now clear that every professional player must watch his step whilst on the field
regarding high tackles as eight matches looks like it's going to be the normal ban for any first
offender. ‘
Aussie Dollars or British Caps

Atlong last the Rugby League have decided that any player who is chosen to tour New Zealand with Great
Britain next summer and declines to go will not be allowed to go to Australiainstead, and play for an Aus-
tralian club. It was rumoured that several top British stars were considering going to Australian sides who
were offering them hugh contracts rather than touring with the Lions.

It's a bold decision to make as one top star has already threatened to take the Rugby‘ League to court
over the ruling. Wigan’s Andy Platt and Widnes’s Alan Tait and Martin Offiah have said that they don’t want
to tour and whether they are selected for the tour or not despite their requests remains to be seen asifthey
are selected they can’t now go to Australia and play over there.

The decision by the Rugby League poses our top professional players a problem because if they sign
for an Australian side and then refuse to go because they are selected to tour with Gt. Britain they could be
fired by the Aussie club concerned for not fulfilling their contracts, where as, if they leave a decision until
after the tour squad is announced it will give them precious little time to arrange for a contract to
play in Sydney.

| personally think that this dec:snon is the right one for British Rugby League. It is so important for the
sport in general that Gt. Britain are a major force and if Britain are to have any chance of having a success-
ful tour all the top stars must be available to play. For my money any player who declines to tour solely for
his own personal gain i.e. he will get more money on a Sydney contract that on a Gt. Britain tour, should
never be allowed to play for Gt. Britain again, as playing for your country should be the highest honour in
Rugby League.

Birthday wishes
Finally Ste would like to wish Irene a very happy birthday for the 17th December and Lorraine sends her
best wishes for a great birthday to Kevin for 23rd December.







