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COLIN HAWKYARD
OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

BENEFIT YEAR

1989-90

Conduct a poll with any Oldham team over the last
11 years and one name that will always be near the
top of the list of the player’'s player will be Colin
Hawkyard.

That’s not surprising because Colin has proved to
be one of Oldham’s most loyal servants and
dedicated players.

Over the last decade Oldham’s players knew they
could rely upon Colin to give one hundred per cent
and more everytime he pulled on a red and white
jersey.

Whenever Colin has taken to the field wearing an
Oldham shirt he has played his heart out, enjoying
many memorable moments along the way including
that Australian epic in 1986.

Now is the perfect opportunity for the fans of
Oldham RLFC to show their appreciation for Colin’s
considerable efforts by rewarding him with a
bumper benefit.

We are organising a whole host of special events
during the coming year and are looking forward to
your wholehearted support.

So come on, let's make this a big year for Colin and
his family to really treasure.

Alison Collinge
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WOULDN’'T IT BE NICE ...

A golf break on our
fabulous course OR
a meal at probably
the best restaurant
in the north west

or both

CADLP OF COrParat s
SHAW Hill GOU AND COUNTRY CLUR WAITTLE Ut WOODS CHORLEY LAMCASHIRL PRS 7PP
TLLEPHOME CHORLTY (12572) 60221

RODSTOCK
WAR OF THE ROSES

IT'S NIGE TO MIX BUSINESS
WITH PLEASURE

OUR PLEASURE
is the support of Rugby League at all levels,
OUR BUSINESS
is supplying amusement machines to several
Rugby Clubs,
OUR INTEREST
is more than passing. Give us a try.

ROBHOTOEK

DICCONSON MILL MILL LANE OFF DICCONSON LANE ASPULL
WIGAN WN2 IQF TEL(0942)832484

Healthier. Fitter.

(v Seton Healthcare Group, an established
&, . and growing force in the healthcare,
1 sport and leisure markets, has an
outstanding track record.

A policy of continual reinvestment and
acquisition to develop and expand the
product portfolio has ensured healthy
sustained and profitable growth, making
the Group fitter than ever for the
challenges of the future.
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COMPREHENSIVE
ART SERVICES

specialists in
Finished Artwork-Typography
Graphic Design - lllustration
& other related services

Courtiets House - 38 King Street West - Manchester M3 2WZ
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BEST WISHES
FROM

Bottom o'th Moor - Huddersfield Road
Olcdham OL4 1JX

Tel: 061-633 2044 & 061-626 4506
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Congratulations
and Best Wishes

inyour Benetfit Year
from the

OLpaaM EvEnING CHRONICLE

Oldham’s No.1
Evening Newspaper
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Oldham Evening Chronicle journalist, Roger
Halstead, has been writing about Oldham Rugby
League Football Club for a quarter of a century,
during which time he has probably seen the club
play more times than anyone else. Here he gives
an insight into Colin's career with Oldham.

“0ld Faithful” is more often associated with Hull
than with Rugby League on this side of the Pennines
but the title of the Boulevard battle cry is the perfect
description of Colin Hawkyard, whose professional
career has now spanned 11 years and nearly 200
senior matches and countless ‘A’ team games.

The reserve matches form an important part of the
Hawkyard story because the Huddersfield
electrician has always tried his hardest to make the
sparks fly whether it is an ‘A’ team match at
Whitehaven in front of a few hundred spectators or
in a crucial First Division battle at Watersheddings.

His total dedication to the game and to Oldham
RLFC has always been exemplary.

Inevitably, his commitment and courage has
always taken him into the battle where the most
fierce exchanges were taking place.

Little wonder, then, that he has broken his leg, his
thumb (twice) and his shoulder (three times!) on
Oldham duty. To dislocate a shoulder once is bad
enough. To do it twice would have many players
thinking of easier ways of supplementing a living.
Three times would be the end. Not for Colin.

He opted for the surgeon’s knife rather than retire
from the game he loves so passionately and even
now he is facing another battle for fitness after a
17-week lay-off with a leg shattered in a reserve
match at Odsal earlier this year.

| hesitated to suggest that the end might be in
sight, | should have known better. First came the
fixed stare that means Colin has something
positive to say. “Finish? Not on your life! I've three
soasons to do yet - at least—and when | do pack itin
it will be the saddest day of my life.”

There is more to Rugby League for Colin Hawkyard,
you see, than winning pay, a contract and all the
trappings of a modern-day professional. There is

something else that
enjoyment.

money cannot buy -

“Eleven years —and |'ve enjoyed every minute,” he
says. "That’s the most important thing of all. | can
look back and think of so many grand times, so
many friends, and so much fun. No amount of
money can buy that!”

The pain, the disappointments and the heartaches
along the way pale into insignificance against the
good times.

It all began way back in 1978. The 20 year-old
Hawkyard earned his first-team chance against
Huyton at Alt Park, of all places, and he obliged with
two tries = a distinguished start to an Oldham
career in which Colin has had to battle against a
“utility’”” tag and cruel luck with injuries.

He has never rejected an Oldham jersey, whether it
is a first-team shirt or an ‘A’ team top, whatever the
number.

Play-anywhere Colin arrived from Huddersfield
amateur rugby as a ball-playing loose-forward but
it was soon evident that his forte would be strong
and forceful running, dreadnought tackling and an
insatiable appetite for hard work on both defence
and attack.

You can use any number of old Rugby League
cliches and apply them accuratély to the man who
is now deserving a bumper benefit, Player’s player,
coach’s dream, loyal servant are just three
accolades that perfectly describe Oldham'’s latest
long-serving beneficiary,
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Mid-season 1978 Oldham line-up
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It would be less than honest of me to say that Colin
was the most skilful player ever to wear an Oldham
jersey. That would never do because honesty is a
Colin Hawkyard by-word.

As Frank Myler once said, you could put a rugby
jersey on Colin Hawkyard and send him out against
a herd of wild elephants in the knowledge that you
would never get anything less than 100 per cent.

It was that attitude that often saw Hawkyard
pencilled into an Oldham team sheet ahead of
players with more accomplished ball skills.

He was never a flashy player and, as a result, he
rarely caught the headlines. That was until one
memorable night at the Watersheddings in 1986
when the ‘invincible’ Aussies were given the fright
of their lives.

It was a game that was tailor-made for Hawkyard.
Here were Oldham taking on a team of international
stars who swept all before them in the northern
hemisphere for the second consecutive tour.

If ever there was a ‘David and Goliath’ match this
was it, and it proved to be a great night not only for
Oldham, but also for Hawkyard who scored the first
of the home team’s tries as the Aussies were given
a massive scare.

Mick Worrall made the vital break, Ray Ashton
carried the move on, Gary Warnecke came into it
and Hawkyard's razor-sharp backing up enabled
him to finish off with a strong burst to the line.

“That was definitely the highlight of my career,”
recalls Colin, “But oddly enough, | didn’t play well
that night. Nevertheless, the memories of that
match, and the great moment when | crossed the
line will always be with me.”

“Funnily enough, most of my best games have
been night matches at Watersheddings. The
atmosphere at Watersheddings, with the crowd
packed in and the lights shining, is something
really special and | think | have always responded
on those occasions.”

“Another match that will live in memory was a
Lancashire Cup tie against Widnes. We beat them
but they threw everything at us in the last few
minutes and we really had to battle to survive.”

“I came on late as a substitute and ended up on the
wing. By this time Widnes were getting desperate
and were spinning the ball from wing to wing.”

“On two or three occasions | was faced with an
overlap but | was able to nip in and take the centre
and we hung on to win.”

Those are the memories which Colin will one day
be able to relate to his grandchildren. Hopefully, he
will also be able to tell them that the fans responded
magnificently to his testimonial and showed their
appreciation in the usual manner.”

Oldham and their ‘Old Faithful’ = Colin Hawkyard —
are still roaming the Rugby League plains together.
Long may the partnership continue!

ROGER HALSTEAD
Oldham Evening
Chronicle
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