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t would appear
that the
suspensions and
the crack-down
in Rugby League is
certainly going to last
until the end of the
season and possibly
forever, with Dean Bell
getting 10 matches.

I was quite amazed
that after our game

against Hull, more
people were interested
in the fact that Ian Lucas
had been sent-off for
Wigan rather than the
result, which seems a
strange state of mind to
me.

I am of the view that
our referees are an
honest bunch, a fact that
was confirmed for me by
John Holdsworth when
he went to the Appeals
Committee-for Andy
Currier. Sometimes in
training I take on the

them t

refereeing role, and
trying to watch players
on either side of me and
the play of the ball at the
same time is no easy
task. In fact it is nigh on
impossible, and as a
coach in the modern day
game I see more rugby
than ever before, both
professional and
amateur.

There was an incident
that happened in the
Wigan game when from
the kick-off it was
obvious that the referee

“Refereeing ... rather
an me!”

had told Jonathan Davies
to hold on a minute. I
have seen in the last few
weeks in the amateur
game on two separate
occasions the touch-
judges disagreeing over
the conversion.

As for the incident
against Wigan, it was
obvious that the referee
had made a mistake. I
feel that we could do
with a universal signal
from the referee which
lets us know that he has
made a mistake and we
could stop the clock and
start again. After all, their
job is such a complex
one that mistakes are
inevitable—rather them
than me.

oday, we entertain
one of the two
strongest sides in
the
Second Division, the
other one being Hull KR.
The results of both Hull
KR and today’s visitors,
Oldham, against First
Division opposition this

READ DOUG EVERY MONTH
IN ‘OPEN RUGBY'.

Doug
Laughton
telling
the real
story

season, have been
noteworthy.

Today’'s game
promises to be an
enthralling match. What
1s probably setting Hull
KR, Oldham and Halifax
above the other sides in
Division Two is that they
have that bit of pace out
wide. Having had Des
Foy under my wing at
Widnes, he is certainly
quick, and I am told from
good sources that the
other centre, Henderson
has a bit of toe as well. I
am hoping that we
progress to the semi's
because by then we
could be having a settled
side as our injuries are
probably at the lowest
this season. Both Barry
Dowd after his broken
leg, and Paul Hulme after
his cartiledge operation,
are in training and
should be ready for
selection in the mext
couple of weeks,

Y




TOWERS

AHEAD...

ake no mistake about it, today’s visitors

Oldham, are a Second Division side in

name only. Their relegation last season
was a major surprise and they look set for a
quick return to the top flight having lost only two
of eighteen League fixtures this term (at Halifax
and Rochdale). In addition they have notched up
some impressive Cup performances, defeating
Barrow 46-2, St. Helens 36-6 (both away) and
Wigan 19-18 in the Lancashire Cup and Salford
in the Challenge Cup.

Those results have been achieved thanks to a very
strong squad which includes talented and pacy
threequarters such as Des Foy and John Henderson
and promising young forwards like Leo Casey. Foy isa
former Widnes and G.B. player and the Chemics link
is strong throughout the Watersheddings outfit, since
Keith Newton, Andy Ruane, Duncan Platt and John
Fieldhouse have all appeared in black and white in
the past. Oldham recruits from further afield include
Aussie stand-off, Brett Clark (via St. Helens) and big
Maori centre, Charlie McAlister.

There is a widespread feeling throughout the town
of Oldham that this is their year for Wembley, a feeling
that has been fuelled by the recent success of their
neighbouring soccer team. History is not on their side
because of course the Roughyeds have yet to visit the
famous twin towers despite having reached four semi-
finals, Their most recent appearances at that stage of
the competition came in 1986 when they were
defeated 18-7 by Castleford at Central Park. Prior to
that they lost to Hull K. R. in a second replay in 1964, to
Hull in 1960 and to Widnes in 1934. However, such a
sequence cannot go on forever and sooner or later
Oldham will reach their goal. The Widnes job today is
to try to make sure that they wait at least one more year!

THE CAPTAIN

he Oldham captain, John Cogger,

returns today to a part of the

world which he knows very well,
because he was formerly the star
player at Runcorn Highfield for three
seasons.

When the Australian-born loose forward
became disillusioned with Highfield last
season, he chose to go to Watersheddings
and he has continued to earn rave reviews
there.

Basically the strengths of his game are
speed, aggression and a sound kicking
ability; skills which have made him the top
try scorer in Division Two football this
season. Formerly with Western Suberbs in
Sydney, John was voted Greenalls Second
Division Player of the Year in 1987.

OLDHAM

STAR MIAN *_I

till only 24 years old, it seems as

if Michael Ford has been around

the R.L. scene for an age, simply
because of the impact that he made as
a teenager.

A product of Oldham St. Annes
A.R.L.F.C., he signed for Wigan in
August 1983 and quickly became their
regular scrum-half. It was as Brett
Kenny's half-back partner in that classic
Challenge Cup final of 1985 that Ford
shot to prominence and his performance
that day no doubt had a big part in the
decision of Eastern Suberbs to sign him
on for the summer of that year.

Whilst at Central Park he obtained
G.B. caps at Colts and U-21 level, but the
signing of Andy Gregory in January 1987
caused him to seek a transfer and he
subsequently signed for Leigh. In 1988
he moved to Oldham and in that same
year he was a surprise selection for the
Tour down-under, although in the event
he failed to make any of the Test
sides.

THE. COACH

coach, Tony Barrow, felt as though he

was noft receiving the full support of
the Wilderspool board and so he shocked
the R.L. world by walking out on the Wires.

Almost immediately he took over the vacant
coaching position at Oldham and though
relegation followed he has gained a great
deal of popularity amongst the players and
supporters of his new club.

Anyone who has heard his frequent
appearances on local radio will be aware of
his no-nonsense approach to the game, an
attitude which he also possessed during a
highly successful playing career as a centre
threequarter with St. Helens and Leigh. At
Hilton Park he played an influential role in that
club's first ever Wembley visit in 1971. Can he
do the same for Oldham?

I n November 1988, the then Warrington

TONY BARROW’S TOP TEAM

1. Hampson (Wigan)
2. Ford (Leeds), 3 Schofield (Leeds) 4 Lydon (Wigan), &, Offiah (Wichnes)

6. Woods (Warmington), 7. Gregory (Wigan)
8 Ward (Castleford), 9 McKenzie (Widnes), 10. Davidson (Wamngton)
11, Miller (Hull KR,), 12. Gregory (Warrington)

13, Hanley (Wigan)
Courtesy of The Rothmans Year Book.
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Wit, wisdom and loadsa Wonga!

CARY
STAYS

WITH THE
NEIGHBOURS

iwi scrum-half Gary
K Freeman will not be

turning out for the
Chemics next season, but I
understand that it won't be for the
want of trying by the Widnes
club. It seems a deal was agreed
in principle before he returned
down under in December, but
then a Sydney club offered him
extra wonga (three times as
much in fact!). As they say;
money talks, and it's persuasive!

t's a terrible admission I

know, but I do take more

than a passing interest in
soccer, and so [ was very
impressed with Oldham
Athletic's recent 6 goal haul in
the semi-final of the Littlewoods
Cup. Ex-West Ham manager, Lou
Macari, told me afterwards that
the odds against that happening
were 1000-1!

have just read a report of a

robbery at the home of

Mike Burton, the former
England Rugby Union player.
Tickets for a recent match at
Twickenham between England
and Wales were stolen and then
offered back for a ransom
demand of £100,000. How many
tickets did Burton have at his
home to receive such a large
ransom demand [ ask myself.
Funny thing is, I was offered a
ticket but I declined the
invitation as I had promised to
take the mother-in-law shopping
for the day!

hank goodness the

League acted quickly in

overruling Rochdale's
ambitious attempt of claiming
B.T. as one of their own, again I
could see another tribunal
looming on the horizon with
Widnes losing out once again.
When you lose a tribunal
hearing your faith in justice
becomes a little distorted to say
the least. I dreaded opening the
morning paper to read that
Widnes had lost Offiah to
Runcorn over some small
technicality because Martin got
off the train there. Or John
Devereux to St. Helens because
his stolen car was found there!

t was absolutely no

consolation at all for me to

learn that the touch judge
involved in the ‘Darren Wright
Affair' has since been
downgraded by Mr. Lindop,
after all, we don't get our two
points back do we? Surely the
system must be wrong when a
minor official can virtually dictate
the course of the Championship
battle.

Talking to an ex G.B.
international the other week, he
points out that touch judges were
originally told to look out for off-
the-ball fouls which the ref might
miss which is fair enough. But
they don't. They follow the ball,
which means we have three
referees (at least two of which
are unqualified for the job) and
nobody carrying out the
touchjudge role . . . over to you,
Fred.

"

Rochdale put up a

tremendous struggle, and
no wonder . . . very reliable
sources tell me that the Hornets
were on £1,000 a man. There's no
shortage of cash at Spotland
these days.

I wonder if the Roughyeds are

on that sort of brass today?

I n the last round of the Cup,

n Sunday night I saw the

wife, Mona, wandering

around the lounge with the
TV aerial in her hands as I tried
to make contact with YTV.
Eventually, I found it and we sat
back to watch the Hull match.
The incident when Tim Wilby
was sent off for elbowing Phil
McKenzie was not caught by the
camera on top of the popular
stand, but there was no re-
running of the incident or looking
at it from other angles—take note
Ray and Alex.

Following the game the
cameras were in the Widnes
dressing-room as David Watkins
presented Martin Offiah with his
Man-of-the-Match award. Mona
was really upset to see that the
camera shots were only from the
waist upwards as she has not yet
taped over the video of the
Wigan game.

The final credits showed
Martin running in his hat-trick to
the strains of Katrina and the
Waves ‘Walking on Sunshine’,
quite appropriate don't you
think?

he 3D Xray scan is

becoming quite a hit with

the lads, with Tony Myler,
Mossy and J.D. all taking
advantage of modern
technology.

A Bristol consultancy has
offered the Chemics cut price
examinations, to sort out long
standing injuries.

J.D. has certainly done the
rounds with his hamstring
problem. . . London—Lillishall,
next stop Lourdes?

he other night I was in my

local when two regulars

were discussing the third
round draw of the Cup. One chap
said: "Who have Widnes got”,
"Oldham at home" came the
reply. "I hope it isn't a draw
then”, “Why”", "Because Oldham
have not been beaten on their
plastic pitch for 33 games, so
Widnes will have no chance of
winning there!", wonderful stuff! I
just smiled and reached for my
notebook.

bolish the sending-off of
A players! That seemed the

crazy idea from Australia
not so long ago.

But perhaps it's not so daft after
all. The controversy over
referees dismissing players for
debatable trips and head tackles
suggests a rethink.

Why not book the players but
leave it to the Disciplinary
Committee and videos to decide
their fate?

FROM

EEED
WILLIAM
BOOT

Conveyancing, Accidents, Divorce,

Business Matters, Benefits, Housing . . .
Whatever legal problems you may have

speak to us for free initial advice.

Dial 100 and ask for FREEFONE

2 B L R

NEIL WRIGHT SOLICITORS.

T O.R S

18, Victoria Road, Widnes, Cheshire WAS8 TRA.
54a High Street, Runcorn, Cheshire WAT 1AW.
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Introducing the latest

Sunny range.

Find Out More Locally
by Visiting

AR CENTIRE LTD.
MOOR LANE - WIDNES - CHESHIRE
NEAR RUNCORN BRIDGE

Tel: 051-420 2000

\\

The latest Nissan Sunny has more built-in
luxury than any other car in its class. No
quality family saloon or hatchback has
ever offered this level of equipment.

Power Steering.

Every 1.6 litre Sunny in the range has

speed sensitive power assisted steering,
for effortless driving and easy parking.

...You won’t find THAT on
Voivo 340GLE, Golf 1.6CL or Escort 1L6GL.

Tinted Glass Sunroof.
Fitted as standard on all the latest Sunny

1.3 and 1.6 litre hatchbacks and saloons.

Electric touch-button on the GSX model
.».You won’t find THAT on

Escort 1.6GL-its sunroof is manual. White Volvo
340GLE and Golf 1.6CL don’'t have sunroofs

Electric Windows all round.
Everv.secl in the latest Sunny, front and

back? offers touch-button window con-
trol. With tinted glass for extra comfort.

...You won’t find THAT on
Golf 1.6CL, Escort 1.6GL (no elaciric windows
at all) or Volvo 340 GLE (tront only)

Central Door Locking.

s It's fast, simple and safe. And it's

standard on every Sunny saloon
X and 5-door hatchback.

...You won’t find THAT on
Golt 1.6CL. Only available with Volvo 1.7 titre
ond higher range Escorts.

4-Speaker, Electronic-Tune Stereo
Radia/Cassette.

The four speaker system on the latest
Sunny GS range delivers rich, clear all-
round sound.

...You won't find THAT on
Volvo 340 GLE or Golf 1.6 CL

Asymetric Split-folding Rear Seats.

The new Sunny's roomy luggage space
becomes totally flexible, with the option
of leaving a seat free.

...You won't find THAT on
Voilvo 340GLE or Golf L&CL.

WEMBLLEY LEGEND

CHIEFY... '@

THE KEITH ELWELL INTERVIEW

his week’s interview is with the

former Widnes and Great Britain

hooker, Keith Elwell who is still
heavily involved in the game as player/
coach with amateur side IBIS. Keith played
in all seven of Widnes’ Wembley
appearances between 1975 and 1984.

Keith's most memorable games are the first
and last finals in which he played. "The first
game against Warrington in 1975 seemed to be
over In five minutes! I remember being very
nervous beforehand as the thought of actually
playing at Wembley was awesome. In 1984
Wigan were so hyped up and had flown in
prop-forward Kerry Helmsley from Australian
side Balmain especially for the final, but he and
his fellow countryman Mark Cannon failed to
impress. Perhaps it was the fact that both of
these victories were against teams coached by
Alex Murphy that makes them my favourites.

"The 1981 victory over Hull Kingston Rovers
was probably the game in which we played the
best football. We got off to a tremendous start
with that try from Mick Burke and then Mick
George crossed for a second. We knew then
that it was going to be our day and we were
able to sit back and relax a little. The final try
from Andy Gregory heralded the start of the
evening's celebrations!

“Things were a Iot different the following
year when we took on the other Humberside
gilants, Hull. After a good lead we let them back
into the game and when the final hooter went
we all felt so flat. There were 80,000 people
there and we had nothing to show for our
efforts, it was a real anti-climax. We then took
on Hull in the Premiership Final and had a good
victory which only served to fire them up for
the replay at Elland Road.

"“With regards to the defeats in 1976 and 1977
against St. Helens and Leeds respectively, the
least said about them the better! I've never
even bothered watching recordings of them.

NN

Keith witp ¢ -
o he 1978 Cbamp1bnsh1p winning

“Turning to today's quarter-final tie it seems
that lady luck is starting to shine on Widnes
with this being the third consecutive home
match and the third against Second Division
opposition as well. Having said that, Oldham
are a very good side and have already beaten
Wigan and St. Helen's this season. They have
some very good players like ex-Widnes stars
John Fieldhouse, Keith Newton, Duncan Platt,
Andy Ruane and Des Foy. They also have a
great player in captain and loose-forward John
Cogger who is renowned for his try-scoring
abilities and in his days with Runcorn was
Iinked on several occasions with Widnes.
Nowadays I'm heavily involved on the amateur
side of the game with IBIS and we're also on the
lookout for a piece of silverware at the end of
the season. We have got a great bunch of lads
down there who work very much for each other
and this team-work plus some exceptional
tackling has seen us through some tough
games In recent weeks, including two very
good wins against Winwick and Nutgrove.
We're joint top of the Division and have a tough
run-in, but I'd rather have it that way.”

With a helping from lady Iluck it would be
great to see both Widnes and IBIS picking up
their respective trophies in April!
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FROM \\n
WEMBLEY

A PREVIEW OF THE 3RD ROUND TIES

QUARTER-FINAL LINE-UP

Bradford Northern v. Warrington

A clash of the respective county champions,
but the “Wire" have failed to live up to their
sizzling form early in the season up to the
Lancashire Cup. Their form of late suggests a
revival and nobody will be more determined
than their skipper Mike Cregory together with
Des Drummond in their bid to get to Wembley
for the first time.

Bradford's results at the Odsal are very
impressive on paper, just one defeat by the
odd point against Wigan. Northern have added
pace and experience to their side this season
and are proving a very difficult side to beat.

Prediction . . . If the going is heavy I expect
Bradford’s big pack to dominate the game. If it
Is dry, Warrington will give them a run for their
money. Scoreline—Bradford 12 pts
Warrington 8 pts.

Wakefield Trinity v. Wigan

Wakefield, under coach David Topliss, are
the surprise packet of the First Division this
season. Liooks like the gamble of bringing over
Aussie Ray Price is paying off, Wakefield have
had a settled side for a few weeks which brings
continuity, as their results suggest.

Wigan need little introduction, often
described as “still the team to beat”, even with
the loss of the suspended Dean Bell they still
look a very formidable outfit, strong in every
department.

Prediction . .. (You will all know the result of
this one by now, being played on Saturday).
Topliss played for Oldham in Wigan’s last
defeat in this competition in 1986-87 a good
omen? you never know. It should be a hard

h&y Platrt .. . leading the Wigan charge.
Photo. courtesy Open Rugby.

game but I take John Monies men to march into
their third successive semi-final. Scoreline—
Wakefield 6 pts Wigan 16 pts.

St. Helens v. Whitehaven

Whitehaven the team every other quarter-
finalist wanted, but it was Saints “copping” the
500-1 outsiders with a home draw thrown in as
well. Whitehaven under new coach Eric
Fitzsimmonds have strung some good results
together of late, Kelly Shelford the Kiwi
international stand-off is playing his part in this
revitalised "Haven' team.

St. Helens are coming good at the moment
and if new coach Mike McClennan can tighten
up a shaky defence, Saints can play an
important part in the rest of the season.

Prediction . . . Whitehaven will pull out
everything for the first twenty minutes or so,
and will take the game to Saints, but fitness and
pace should tell in the end. Scoreline—St.
Helens 30 pts Whitehaven 6 pts.
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AUGUST
Sun. 27 Wigan (CS) 27-22 17,263 TaitDG KebbieT * DaviesT5G  Wrighty Offiah T ] Myler HulmeD.T Sorensen HulmeP. Crima O'Neille Koloto Eyres Marsh PykeP
EPTEMBER
46-18 8121 Tait KebbieT = DaviesTIG  Wright Offiah2T ©  Myler HulmeD.% SorensenT HulmeP.T Pyke O'Neille Koloto T Eyres Marsh Crima TP
f 26-11 8298 Tait KebbieT = Davies3G Marsh Offiah 2T Myler T HulmeD.  Sorensen McKenzie Pyke ONeillTe  Kolotoyk Eyres Moriarty CrimaP
Sun. 17  Carlisle (Crunhalle 46- 6 5800 Tait Kebbie4Th Dowd Davies2T5G OffiahT ¥  Myler Hulme D. O'Neill McKenzieT  Pykee HulmeP. Koloto T Eyres MoriartyP ~ GrimaP
Sun.24 Featherstone Rovers .............. H W 89-8 8,008 TaitDG  Kebbie4T DaviesT9G  Wright Offiah 4T Myler Hulme D. Crima McKenzieT Pykeeyk O'Neill Hulme P. Eyres DowdP  Moriarty P
Wed 27 Lelgh (Grunhalle LCRd 2) ... 34-12 6,798 Tait2T Kebbie Currier  DaviesT8G  Offiah 2T Mylerk HulmeD.T Sorensen McKenzie Pykee HulmeP. Koloto Eyres Wright P CrimaP
Wed 4 Canberra Raiders ...... Old Trafft W 30-18 30,786 Tait Currier  DaviesT3G WrightT  Offiah 2T Myler Hulme D.%¢ Crima McKenzie Pyke Sorensen HulmeP.Te EyresT DowdP  Moriarty P
Sun. 8 Sheffield Eagles ...........c.cco....... A L 6-31 8,650 Tait Kebbie Currier Wright Offiah DaviesG  HulmeD. Grima McKenzieT  Pykee Sorensen  HulmeP. Eyresk DowdP  Moriarty P
Tue. 10 Warrington (Crun. LC (S- F) 6-28 10,500 Dowd¥ CurrierT - DaviesG Wright Offiah Myler HulmeD.  Sorensen McKenzie Pykee Smith HulmeP. Eyres DevereuxP Moriarty P
Sun. 15  Wakefield Trinity ... o H W 30-12 6,488 Tait CurrierT  Davies8G Wright Offiah 3T Myler Hulme DD. Crimaye McKenzie Pyke O'Neille  Moriartye HulmeP.T KebbieP SmithP
Tue. 31 ES;Hord ........................................ AW 2816 4950 Marsh KebbieT CumeraT Wright OffiahT  Davies4G HulmeP.e Crima Smith T Pyke ONeill  Moriartys McKenzie Devereux Critchley P
NOVEMB
Sun. 5 HL 1826 9905 TaitT KebbieT Currier Wright Offiah DaviesG HulmeD. %k Crima McKenzie Pyke ONeillT Sorensen HulmeP.® DevereuxP MoriartyP
Sun. 12 .. HL 1618 7104 TaitT Kebbie Currier Davies4G  Devereux Myler Hulme D. Pyke McKenzie  Crimayk ONeill T Moriarty  Critchleye = MarshP Smith P
Sun. 19 « A Lo 12-26 14,071 Tait Kebbie Currier  Devereux  Offiah2T  Davies2G  HulmeD. Crimaye McKenzie  ONeille Moriarty Smith Hulme P. MarshP  Critchley P
Sat. 25 HW 2416 5122 DaviesT4G¥  Kebbie CummierT = DevereuxT  Offiah Hulme D. HulmeP. SorensenT McKenzie Crima O'Neille Smith Eyres Marsh Critchley
DECEMBER
Sun. 3 Nottingham City (Reg. T.Rd1). AW 48-18 2,246 DaviesT3G% Kebbie3T Currier T3G Tait Offiah 2T Myler HulmeD. Sorensen  McKenzieT  Grima ONeill HulmeP.Te  Eyres Marsh P Smith P
Sat. 9  Wigan (Regal Trophy (Rd2). A L  0-18 11211 Tait Kebbie Currier Devereux Offiah Myler HulmeD. ey Sorensen McKenzie®  Crima O'Neill Hulme P. Eyres MarshP Smith P
i AW 34-4 2400 TaitT DevereuxT Currier 7G Marsh Offiah Myler HulmeD.T Sorensen2T%  McKenzie Pyke Tuavao Smithe EyresR.  EyresA P CritchleyP
. HW 48-0 3791 TaitT  Deverewx2Th CurrierT6G ~ Wright Offiah T Myler HulmeD.T Sorensen McKenzie2T  Smith HulmeP. EyresR® CntchleyT EyresA P  MarshP
HW 32-20 10179 Tait Devereux2T CurrierdG  Wright Offiah 3T Myler HulmeD. Sorensenk  McKenzie  Ashurst  Critchleye Smith EyresT DaviesP Marsh
JANUARY
Mon. 1 St Helens ... AW 18-8 12315 TaitTy  Devereux Currier Wright Davies2T3C  Myler HulmeD.  Sorensen McKenzie  Ashurst Critchley Smithe Eyres MarshP ~ Moriarty P
Sun. 7 Leeds ... .. HL 820 10231 Tait Marsh Currier2G ~ Wright Offiah Mylere HulmeD.  Sorensen  McKenziek  Ashurst Smith HulmeP.T Eyres CritchleyP  Moriarty P
Wed. 17 Bradford Northern .. AT 61670 6720 DaviesG Currier Tait Wright Offiah Hulme D. HulmeP.  Sorensen McKenziek  Grima O'Neille Myler Eyres SmithP  Moriarty TP
Sat.20  Castleford...........coouis wa AW 30-22 5135 Taityke Devereux CurrierT3G  Wright Offiah4T  HulmeD. HulmeP.T Sorensen McKenzie Crima O'Neill Myler Eyrese SmithP Moriarty P
Sun. 28 Batley (Silk Cut CCRd 1) ........ HW 26-10 5,702 Tait TGk DevereuxT Currier2G ~ Wright Offiah T Myler HulmeD.T Sorensen McKenzie Crima O'Neille Moriarty  Critchley Marsh P Smith P
FEBRUARY
Sati 3Ly Wigan i ot HL 10-11 9,452 Tait Devereux  MarshT Wright OffiahT DaviesG McKenziee® Sorensenk  McCurrie Crima Smith Moriarty ONeill  CritchleyP  AshurstP
Sun. 11 Rochdale H@SikCutCCRd2). HW 22-16 6,939 Tait DevereuxT DaviesT3G  Wright Offiah T Myler HulmeD.  Sorensen McKenzie Crima O'NeillTe Moriarty% Eyres Smith Koloto P
Sun:18 @aHull i HW B830-12 7386 TaitTy  Devereux Davies3G  WrightT  Offiah 3T Myler HulmeD. Crima McKenzieT  ONeill Moriartye Koloto Eyres Smith P PykeP
Sun. 25 Oldham (Silk Cut CCRd3) ... H STOP P m
MARCH RESS - STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS
S 4 Wakefild Triniy .. A HOUGH GREEN
Sat. 10 Silk Cut CC (S-F1) ... m P UL HULME RICHIE EYRES
Sun. 11  Bradford Northemn .. H
Sun. 18 Leigh........ il b/ ¢ : SIGNS FOR
Sat24  Wigan ... A - =S nd > (]
B, O o | !'raser Chadwick MOtOrs | ... rwmnio
Sun. 1 Sheffield Eagles New & Used Car Sales
GF13  Warrington .. . 4
S Siewecrn S First for quality used cars CLILION OF
Sat.28  Silk Cut CC Final . ~
2 24 Hr. Bregkdown/Recovery Service, RUNCORN
Sun. 13  Stones Bitter Prem. ... Old Traff Car Hire, Competitive Rates = 3 :
To be re-arranged: Featherstone Rovers (A). MO.T. & Service Worksho 7 Three Way-s Service statlon, Sign on now for a 1990 model
i e P : Chester Road. Helsb You too will be on a winning team.
Wedding Cars a Speciality . ester ihoad, neisby. -
Tel: 051-424 214, Telephone: 09282 4302 oM O INcon
el = g P : 2 MERSEY ROAD, RUNCORN.
Fax: 051-424 1955 ! (0928) 564444.




AVAILABLE IN
SHOPS & PUBS

Play
CHEMICS

THE AREA

LUCKY

BINGO!

Available in shops and pubs throughout the area.
Hundreds of cash prizes to be won. Agents
required in all areas to sell our Lucky Bingo Packs,
earn yourself extra cash for holidays etc. Plus a
free season ticket. For further details of Chemics
Bingo please contact Joan Gleave on 051-495 2250.

CHEMIGCS
LIFELINE

000

NW EEKLY

IT'S always been a mystery to me
why Oldham and Swinton for that
matter have never been to
Wembley.

When you look back at some of
the great names, who have graced
the red and white hoops—
especially in the 50s—it is all the
more puzzling.

Oldham have appeared in only
four semi-finals—since finals were
switched to Wembley—and I
suppose the nearest they got was
in 1964.

They drew 5-5 with Hull KR at
Leeds, and then in the replay at
Swinton were leading 17-14 in
extra time when the game was
abandoned due to bad light.

That was in the days before
floodlights, of course. Everyone at
the time except the Rugby
League, realised that the kick-off
time was far too late if extra time
were needed. And, almost
Inevitably, it was. .

In the third game, Hull KR ran
out 12-2 victors at Huddersfield
and qualified to meet Widnes at
Wembley.

If Oldham had got through, they
could have created history which
would still stand today—as the

woisones  WEMBLEY MYSTERY?

only Division Two side to get to a
Wembley final.

They can of course achieve that
feat this year if they win today and
what a great weekend it would be
for the people of the East
Lancashire town with Oldham
Athletic almost certainly going to
be in the Littlewoods Cup final the
day after the Challenge Cup final.

Hull KR fans still claim that
Widnes could not have beaten
Rovers 13-5 in the final had the
Robins' star forward John Taylor
not been suspended two days
before the final.

There were few packs who
could boast better players than
Derek Turner—Ilater to lead
Wakefield to three Wembley wins
in four years—Sid Little, Charlie
Winslade and Jack Keith. Around
that time Ron Rowbottom, who
was In the Widnes Wembley side
of 1950, appeared in their front
YOW on occasions too.

It's strange how certain games
stick in your mind. Back in 1958 I
have vivid memories of Cracknell
and Davies absolutely destroying
Widnes 44-8. I wrote at the time "I
wasn't sure whether I was
watching Oldham or Harlem

Clobetrotters”.

Yet for all those great players,
Oldham managed to only win one
major trophy—the Championship.
And they nearly lost that.

Former Widnes player, Colin
Hutton, whose last minute goal
gave Hull a 10-9 win over Halifax
in 1956, nearly did it again the
following year—Dbut this time
Oldham escaped with a 15-14
victory.

For the record, Oldham'’s other
Challenge Cup semi-final defeat
came in 1934, by 7-4 against
Widnes and 12-9 against Hull in
1960—Dboth games at Station Road.
Recently they went down to
Castleford 18-7 at Wigan in 1986—
the only time a team that put them
out in a semi, has won the cup.

Naturally, Widnes fans would
be delighted to see their
favourites back at Wembley for
the first time in six years, but I
wonder how many realise that
Mike O'Neill is the only player to
have started a final there.

Tony Myler and David Hulme
have both made one appearances
as substitues. I'd like to see them
reach the final again for Tony's
sake.

PLUS £ 100 TO P;'ETI-IVEV%HVNE; ol pL US 1950's Lancashire team featuring Frank Pitchford (front left) and Alan Davies (front right).
EITHER 5! ERS £
pLUS £60 TO THETWO 0 oucC
" CITHERSS OF THE FOR MA]OR HERS
PLUS £25 7O THE W?IE £50 B STORES ;A“»
~ ErrHER SIDE OF T "

Widnes Rugby League Promofions...
Definitely the League’s best.
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CASHMAKER VIPs

Cashmaker January prize
winners were Mr. & Mrs.
Foy of 52, Southway,
Widnes, who won a super
VIP day out plus £200 prize
money.

They were picked up
from their home in a white
Rolls-Royce and taken to
Hillcrest Hotel for a
champagne lunch. Then
picked up from Hillcrest
and taken to Naughton Park
and given VP seats to watch
Widnes v. Hull

After the match they
were entertained in the
Sponsors Lounge with a
buffet and free drinks. Later
they were taken into the
Boardroom and presented
with their £200 cash prize.

Finally, they were picked
up at Naughton Park by
Rolls-Royce and taken
home.

Mr. and Mrs. Foy, senior

1

citizens, were given a
framed photograph to
remember their day out at
Naughton Park, courtesy of
Cashmaker.

Oldham
RLFC’s
Biggest

Supporters

SLALOM
—LAGER—

RUGBY
LEAGUE
ALLIANCE

he ‘A’ team’s 16-14

victory over Trafford

Borough last Wednesday
evening saw them through to the
third round of the Slalom Lager
Alliance Challenge Cup. The
victory was more conclusive
than the scoreline might suggest,
although the dismissal of Chris
Ashurst, ten minutes from the
end cast a shadow on
proceedings.

Man-of-the-Match against
Trafford was the former BARLA
Creat Britain full-back Eddie
Harrison who put in a brave
display, along with Andy Eyres
and Lee Harvey.

It was not such a pleasing result
the week before when we took on
Hunslet at Fartown. On a heavy
pitch the 'home' side, who are
currently bottom of the Lieague,
ran-out winners 24-14. The game
heralded the return of Derek Pyke
who had a good game as did
youngster Steve Wynne.

This season has not been a
memorable one for the ‘A’ team
with first team call-ups, injuries
and the inclusion of a whole host of
trialists playing havoc with any
chances Colin Tyrer had of
picking a steady side. However,
having picked-up half a dozen

good players from the Widnes
Amateur League and signing some
exciting young players from the
area, namely Stuart Spruce
(Widnes Tigers), Mark Sarsfield
(Leigh Miners), Stephen Wynne
(Golborne/Parkside) and of course
Steve McCurrie there is now the
platform on which to build for the
future.

It's not all been doom and
gloom, however, in the pack
forwards Chris Ashurst and Darren
Whitfield have put in some
exceptional performances, while
in the backs, winger Lee Harvey
has started to recapture the form
he showed as a youngster and
David Marsh continues to impress.

Over the Christmas period a
number of the Alliance squad
were drafted into the first team
following the problems with injury
and suspension. All performed
admirably as the Chemics
defeated Barrow, Warrington and
St. Helens.

Jason Critchley’s impressive
performances in both the Alliance
and first team won him a call-up for
the Great Britain U-21 trip to
France last month, but he was
omitted from the return fixture at
Doncaster as coach Malcolm Reilly
decided to look at other promising
youngsters.

On the subject of ‘promising
youngsters' Steve McCurrie was
hitting the headlines prior to the
game with Wigan when he made
his debut at the tender age of 16,
following two ‘A’ team games.
Earlier this season he captained
the Cumbrian U-17 side in the

REV

David Marsh.

BARLA County Championship and
also played Rugby Union for Vale
of Lune lst XV. He certainly has
the pedigree to become a great
footballer and let's hope he's

making the same kind of headlines
on his 18th birthday as another
Widnes youngster did a few
weeks ago!
REMAINING FIXTURES
3/3/90 H Carlisle
9/3/90 A Swinton
16/3/90 A St Helen's
23/3/90 H Wigan
30/3/90 A Halifax
12/4/90 H Warrington
20/4/90 H Oldham

To be arranged:— Featherstone
(A), Castleford (H), Slalom Lager
Challenge Cup 3.

63, Albert Road, Widnes.
Tel: 051-424 5656.

NYLAND & BEATTIE
SOLICITORS

IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM SPEAK TOUS. ..

19, Honiton Way, Penketh.
Tel: 0925 724381.




ver the last decade

or so, few players

have demonstrated
as much footballing
ability or provided as
much pure excitement for
the spectator as Tony
Myler.

He has been involved in
many bruising, but none the
less, exciting battles for
both Widnes, his home
town club, and his country,
that have brought him fame
and fortune both here and
down under.

Even probably Tony
could not have predicted
what was to come way back
in 1978.

‘I was approaching 18-
years-old and a few clubs,
including St. Helens and
Wigan, had shown an
interest in me. However,
during a series of games
that I played for Lancashire
Youth, I was approached by
Doug Liaughton, who invited

o IMIYLER =

me down to Naughton
Park for talks. Our John
came with me and I duly
signed for the Chemics
in December 1978. I had
achieved my boyhood
ambition to sign for
Widnes. They could
| have offered me just a
B\ new blazer and I would
have signed for them.”
From such an
inauspicious start Tony
began to rise through the
ranks during the coming
seasons with perhaps one
of his greatest memories
coming in 1982 when he
was named in the fifteen to
take on the mighty Hull F.C.
"I was disappointed at
being named as substitute,
even though I had played
reasonably well in previous
League and Cup games.
Walking out at Wembley
was a moment that I will
never forget, the roar and
clapping from the fans
made my nerves
completely disappear. I
played in the second half,
owing to an injury to Mick
Burke at full-back, my first
ever game in that position.
When Stuart Wright
intercepted the ball and
went nearly the full length
of the field to put Widnes 14
points to 4 up, I thought “this
is it", a winners medal at
Wembley."

“Iwould have signed up
for just a new blazer”

As we all know, that time
it was not to be.

Successive seasons saw
many trophies coming to
Naughton Park and Tony
starring for Creat Britain
both at home and abroad.
1986 saw Tony take part in
the ill fated Ashes series
against the Aussies.

‘I played in all three Test
matches, the first at Old
Trafford in front of a 50,000
crowd was a fantastic
feeling, although we were
beaten in all three games,
pride was restored to a
degree with a performance
that must have heartened
all the supporters who had
followed us through the
Test series.”

After a long and
successful career and
having played with many
great players in many great
teams, Tony's comments
about the current Widnes
side are tribute indeed.

“This present Widnes
side is the greatest team [
have ever had the privilege
to play alongside at any
level. There is so much
power and pace it is
frightening what we can
achieve and I want very
much to be a part of it. I
would like to finish my
career at Widnes. I have
never thought otherwise.”

IS NOW

SPONSORED

T.& A. COLQUITT

BUILDERS OF DISTINCTION. TELEPHONE: 051-425 3816
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SPONSORS OF WIDNES AMATEUR SCENE
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WINDOWS & PATIOS

>
- % THERE was limited action on the amateur front last weekend with most of the North
¥ West clubs taking part in their various town competitions. Widnes, however, choose to

play their competition in April and May on weekday evenings, details of this year's
\ tournament will be announced soon.
In the second round replay of the BNFL National Cup, St. Bede's went down 16-6 away
) to St. Jude's, while in the Premier Division of the Burtonwood Brewery North West
Counties Cup, Farnworth lost ground on the leaders, Parkside, when they went
down 10-7 at Crosfields.
W The Division One 'derby’ between West Bank and St. Marie's went the way of
the ‘visitors' who won 42-6 with this month's Image Windows Player of the Month,
Paul Ellis, amongst the try scorers.

In Division Two, Widnes Tigers have been making the headlines for the wrong
sort of reasons, with The Independent the latest paper to write about their
disciplinary problems. However, the Club has, hopefully, sorted itself out and last
Saturday'’s victory over Greater Manchester Police was just the tonic they needed.
In the Alliance League, Simms Cross had a close 8-6 win over Rose Bridge, Dennis
Ruane scoring all of his side's points, while in the Second Division, West Bank defeated
Rylands 26-6.

This forthcoming Wednesday, the postponed Halton DDA British Coal League fixture
takes place between Halton and Bradford. Both teams are unbeaten in the group, having
each won four out of four matches. It should be a thrilling game and the tie kicks-off at

7.30 p.m.
Team of the Month
Selections based on current playing form.
1. LiamMcMullen Simms Cross
2. RayCaldwell St. Maries
3. Ste McGuinness Widnes Tigers
4. MickSheeran Farnworth ROB
5. Andy Abbott Appleton Park
6. Tony Yates Lowerhouse
7. Neil Mellor IBIS
8. PaulCleaver Widnes Albert
9. CarlOgburn Simms Cross
10. Tony Hill St.Bede’s
11. RayPye West Bank
12. Peter Ratcliffe West Bank
13. PaulEllis St. Maries
14. DarrenClayton Runcorn
15. Arthur Buck St. Maries
Player of the Month—PAUL ELLIS—St. Maries.

AMATEUR SCE

CHEMICS JUNIORS
IN ACTION

t their February meeting,

the committee of the

Chemics Juniors in action
are debating the format for the
1990 coaching school, which
usually takes place in the third
school term. There are bound to
be changes in the format, because
its very popularity has caused a
logistical problem in ensuring that
children are suitably catered for.
If anybody has any suggestions for
the format, or any other
comments, then please contact the
Chairman, Frank Cookson on 051-
424 8341, or the Secretary, Tom
Bebbington on 051-420 8494
before the last Thursday in
February.

Meanwhile, Committeeman
Dave Mulvey continues to
organise half-time exhibition
matches from each of the Junior
Clubs in the town, using the
younger age groups to show how
the skills levels are being
developed at a very early age by
the coaches in the clubs.

All Schools and Junior.Club
Secretaries—Don't forget the
Chemics Juniors in Action
coaching aids (tackle shields,
discs and balls) are available on
short term loan by contacting:
Roger Harrison, St. Michael's
School, 051-424 4468.

ome readers may not like
this in view of what Bobby
"did" to Widnes the other

week, but here goes. . . Bobby
was the scrum-half with Widnes

Schoolboys when they last went to
Wembley in 1983. When he heard
that the schoolboys were once
again going, he immediately
contacted me to offer some
financial assistance, remembering
the experience that he had had.
As if this generosity wasn't
enough, he then presented his first
Creat Britain (Under-21's) tie to
the present Widnes Schoolboys
scrum-half, when the boys came
across Bobby on one of their
collection nights. Thanks Bobby.
Who says that everything about
Wigan is bad?

A nice story about Bobby is that
when he was being interviewed
as an eleven-year-old on the
Wembley turf, the interviewer,
commenting on the way Widnes
played, remarked that Widnes
“Kick a lot". (The Schoolboys had

- =

in fact used Bobby's superb
tactical kicking to good effect
throughout the season). Bobby,
however, took the interviewer to
mean that Widnes were a dirty
side, who kicked the opposition,
and I swear that it was only the
presence of the teachers and
Rugby League officials that
prevented Bobby exacting
immediate retribution on the
interviewer—probably using the
microphone! By the way, the
interviewer was from Wigan! Asa
follow-up to this, during that
Wembley match, in which Widnes
Schoolboys defeated Dewsbury
by 15 pts to 1pt, the first Widnes
try was scored by centre Neil
Mullarkey who followed up a
beautifully judged kick by none

other than Bobby Goulding!
Roger Harrison.
.
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J- PRESTON

& SON.
STEEL FABRICATORS, BLACKSMITHS & FARRIERS
PITT STREET, WEST BANK, WIDNES CHESHIRE, WA8 0TG.
Telephone 051-424 3718

Walmsley Street
Tanhouse
Industrial Estate
Widnes Cheshire
WAS 0SS

PROFILE BURNERS

Steel Fabrications : Site Contracts
Pipe Installations : Hired Labour

Tank Rolling : Welding & Machining of
Mild Steel & Non Ferrous Components

Member of Engineering Employers
Federation .



TOPTACKLE

SPONSORED BY ICT COMPUTER CONSULTANTS

THIS WEEKS TOP TEN TACKLERS

GAMES TACKLES
1. Phil McKenzie 26 517
2. Mike O'Neill 19 450
3. David Hulme 26 423
4. Richie Eyres 21 406
5. Paul Hulme 19 393
6. Tony Myler 22 378
7. Kurt Sorensen 21 345
8. Derek Pyke 15 299
9. David Smith 17 289
10. Joe Grima 22 283

Top Tackler against Hull, Paul Moriarty, with 25 tackles. .. he’sat No. 11 witha

total of 247 from 18 games.

| COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
OP TACKLE AWARDS

ILCT.isa ComplmaxConmhmyp:midmg femmdSelmceamchsnummnhmntheUSAandmvpeW ‘e have the expertise to specialise in
Fixed Price Projects, DB2 and CASE Tools consultancy, DOS to MVS and Database cc
Additionally, we employ technicians with expertise inlarge and ﬂmnsyﬂenw,amlym,dadgmm specialists in virtually every computer language.
l&%ﬂ{gﬁﬂ;mﬂedh%mabﬂm,ﬂmWMYm LC.T. Ltd., CHANCERY HOUSE, 53-64 CHANCERY LANE, LONDON

PAUL’S Fisti & chir
FISH & CHIPS
137, LOWERHOUSE LANE, WIDNES. Tel. 424-4829.

For top quality Fish & Chips & Chinese Meals to Take Out.
Phone orders welcome.
Opening Hours: (Open every day except Sunday).

Lunch—11.30-2.00. Tea—4.00-6.45. Night—8.00-12.00.
Friday—11.30-2.00; 4.30-7.00; 8.00-12.30. Saturday—8.00-12.30.

SALUTE THE WORLD CHAMPIONS

Number One for Rugby League




And now the Game
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