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SEMI-FINALISTS

All four 1990 Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi-
finalists are from West of the Pennines for the
second successive year, but only the third time
since the final was taken to Wembley in 1929. St.
Helens, Wigan and Warrington are again semi-
finalists as last year, with Oldham through to the
last four for the first time since 1986.

Yorkshire provided all semi-finalists in 1962,
1973 and 1983.

Oldham are the only one still seeking their first
Wembley appearance despite this being their fifth
semi-final. They are also aiming to become the
first Division Two team to play at Wembley. Since
there-introduction oftwo divisionsin 1973-74 only
two other teams have reached the semi-finals —
York, who lost to Wigan in 1984, and Halifax
beaten by Hull KR in 1980.

Inanother two-division era, Oldham finished as
Division Two champions in 1964 after losing to
Hull KR in the semi-finals following a second

replay.

Wigan are on course to become the firstteam to
win the Cup in three successive years after
equalling the record run of 13 successive
Challenge Cup tie wins. Oldham were the last
team to beat them in the Cup — 10-8 in the first
round of 1987 at Watersheddings.

1990 SILK CUT PRIZES

Prize money for the 1990 Silk Cut Challenge
Cup has been increased by 50 per cent with this
season’s Wembley winners receiving a record
£30,000.

This is the first season of Silk Cut's new
£900,000 three-year sponsorship of Rugby
League’s most famous knockout competition,
played under the Silk Cut banner since 1985.

Of the 1989-90 sponsorship investment of
£275,000, a total of £165,000 will be awarded in
prize money with the remaining £110,000 being
deposited in the League’s Capital Development
Fund for ground improvements. The complete
1990 Silk Cut Challenge Cup prize structure is:

Round Per Team Total
Preliminary 12x 2,000 24,000
First 16 x 2,000 32,000
Second 8x 3,250 26,000
Third 4 x 5,000 20,000
Semi-Finals 2 x 8,500 17,000
Runners-up 1% 16,000 16,000
Winners 1x 30,000 30,000

TOTAL PRIZE MONEY 165,000
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 110,000

GRAND TOTAL £275,000

SILK CUT HEAD TO HEAD
PREVIOUS CHALLENGE CUP MEETINGS
1898-99 (2) Oldham 14 Warrington 0
1906-07 (F) Warrington 17 Oldham 3 at Broughton
1919-20 (2) Oldham 9 Warrington 0
1924-25 (2) Oldham 12 Warrington 7
1928-29 (2) Warrington 7 Oldham 0
1953-54 (@) Oldham 4 Warrington 7
1985-86 (2) Oldham 13 Warrington 6
1987-88 (1) Warrington 17 Oldham 6
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Points machine John Woods has served
Warrington — starring in their Silk Cut
Challenge Cup semi-final last year — and is
rivalling Oldham for the Second Division
title with his current club, Rochdale
Hornets. For the last 15 years Woods has
been chasing British Rugby Léague’s holy
grail, an appearance in the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup Final at Wembley. But, so far,
this Great Britain international stand off
whoisrecognised as one of the best players
of his generation has been one of those
players who have failed to make it all the way
to Wembley. The veteran goalkicker talks to
JOHN HUXLEY, of the Sunday Mirror, in this
Big Match face-to-face.

Q: What is your verdict on both teams?

A: Oldham are avery strong team. Coach Tony
Barrow has built a big, fast and mobile pack
who will cause even the best teams in the
land a great deal of trouble. Last season
when they were relegated they were a poor
team by First Division standards and
Barrow has spent quite a sum of money in
rebuildingthem. But, like any team coached
by Tony, they are aggressive, fit and ready
for work. | was very impressed with them
when we played them at Spotland on
Boxing Day and they have a substantial
following for extra inspiration.

Warrington, my last club before | moved to
the Hornets, are a very strong side although
their form tends to be erratic. They can be
virtually untouchable or vulnerable. But
there is no doubting that they have a
considerable amount of talent on their side
with Steve Molloy improving in every game,
scrum half Paul Bishop capable of great
things and willing, dedicated players like
Gary Sanderson.

Q: What does an appearance at Wembley
mean to a player?

A: It's every player’s ambition to play in at least

one final. | feel that my chances are
beginning to fade now, but I'm just like
Featherstone Rovers’ Jeff Grayshon, | keep
playing and hoping. For 15 years |'ve failed
andthe nearest| came was last season with
Warrington when we were beaten by Wigan
in the semifinal at Maine Road,
Manchester.

I've been beaten in the quarter-final three
times and the semi-final once and | can tell
you that last year’s defeat was very hard to
take. That's because | was just 80 minutes
from my dream coming true and the chance
of victory was there during the game.

| was never more nervous in my life than
that day. But it is just a quirk of the
professional game that some of us are
destined never to go to Wembley while
others see the place three or four times. |
never changed clubs looking for the chance
to hit the Wembley trail and | must just be
destined never to go.

: Isthere any difference in the build-upto a

semi-final than to any other cup game?

: | can remember last year. We trained hard

all week for the game and the atmosphere
was hyped up by all the media attention. But
thatwas the only difference. When you are a
professional you look at each game in the
same way and the planning for victory is
what occupies you most.

Even though | played for Warrington the
excitement for me in my home-town of Leigh
was immense and | shall never forget the
experience.

But more than any other game on the way
to the final you try to reduce the number of
errorsyoumakeinagame. By thatstageina
competition you are usually playing teams
who feed on mistakes and the less you
make the more chance you have to win.

: What's your favourite Wembley

memory?

: That's just got to be 1971 when Alex

Murphy’s Leigh team beat red-hot
favourites Leeds. | was a 15-year-old then
who was playing with Leigh Colts.

We went to Wembley for the day and I still
treasure that memory. It's amazing when
you consider that the price of the coach and
ticket into the game cost me less than £5
then. What do you get for that kind of money
today?

When we got back to Leigh that night |
expected the town to be jumping but it was
absolutely dead. | presume everybody was
still in London celebrating. And, co-
incidentally, | subsequently played with and
against so many of the players who
appeared at Wembley that day in my own
career.

S

Rle re!s £,000 capture

John Woods, ex-Warrington stand off and
Oldham rival for the Second Division title.

Q: Looking back at last year’s Silk Cut

A:

Challenge Cup semi-final with Wigan,
what are your impressions?

Warrington felt confident that we could beat
Wigan and when we were leading in the
second half that belief was still with us.
Wigan kept a very steady game pattern
going all the time and when they managed
to pull level with us | still felt we were in with a
great chance of winning.

Then Joe Lydon sickened us with a
fantastic drop goal. It must have been 50 or
60 metres and | remember being staggered
by it. | couldn’t believe he would go for goal
from that range. And the ball was still going
up when it went between the posts.

That’s what beat us because the moment
that happened Warrington's heads went
down and Wigan were on the way to
Wembley — again!

: Do you think it is possible for a Second

Division team to make it all the way to
Wembley?

: Speaking as aRochdale Hornets player this

season, | think it is possible. Oldham are a
classic case. They have the strength and
power to compete with First Division teams.
The major difference between the First and
Second Divisions is consistency each
week, but this is a cup competition and
anything is possible.

In this case, Warrington coach Brian
Johnson will have more pressure on him
than Oldham'’s Tony Barrow. Everybody will
expect the First Division team to win
automatically and that means pressure.
Tony has been to big games before while
Brian was at the same stage last season
with a team which was coached by Tony. It
makes for a classic confrontation.

: You’ve played under both coaches how

do you assess them?

: They have vastly contrasting styles. Brian

Johnson is much more quiet and studious
spending time collating information from
videos and thelike, while Tony is much more
aggressive andloud. He puts over the same
information but in a much different way.

| enjoyed working with Tony and count
him among my personal friends these days.
My style of play didn’t particularly fit into
Brian’s way of playing the game and |
moved on to Hornets. Brian is very thorough
and professional and it will be very
interesting to see whether the two teams
reflect the two men'’s styles this afternoon.

Conducted by JOHN HUXLEY, of the -

SUNDAY

irror



CENTRAL CATERING
SERVICES LIMITED

SPECIALISTS IN CATERING

Telephone: (0942) 497594
Fax: (0942) 82032|

Officially Appointed Caterers
to both of today’s semi-finalists

BEST OF LUCK
TO BOTH TEAMSIN
TODAY’S SEMI-FINAL

Wire centre Tony Thorniley.




|

ROUGHYEDS

Can Oldham finally break their ‘duck’ and win
through to their first-ever Wembley Cup Final?
That has been the burning question for every
neutral in Rugby League since the Roughyeds
produced the upset of the Silk Cut competition
by eliminating Champions Widnes with a
magnificent quarter-final performance at
Naughton Park.

For coach Tony Barrow, the five-week wait
between the third-round and the semi-final has
been an agonising one. Like the rest of
Oldham, heis achingto end the club’s long wait
to appear beneath the famous twin towers.
Victory this afternoon would allow the League
club to make their Wembley debut 24 hours
before soccer neighbours Oldham Athletic
who have already secured their Littlewoods
Cup Final place.

“Oldham fans are among the most
knowledgeable and fanatical in Rugby League,
said Barrow “Nothing would give me greater
pleasure than to take this club to Wembley for
the first time. | must have heard the tale about
the club’s heartbreak 1964 Cup semi-final
defeat a thousand times since arriving at the
Watersheddings. Then, Frank Myler’s Oldham
side almost made it four years ago but froze on
semi-final day against Castleford. Let's hope
the wait ends today. I've every confidence in
our ability to make it this time.

“This team reminds me of the Leigh side
which won the Cup in 1971, tremendous team
spirit binding everyone together in a common
cause. Iltwould be nice to look back at the end of
my League career and reflect on having played
in Leigh’s first Cup-winning team and to have
coached Oldham to their first Final. | know that
only another performance like the one against
Widnes will be good enough in the semi-final.”

It is bound to be an emotional day for the
former Warrington coach, as he attempts to
plot the downfall of some of his firmest friends
in the game. His self-confessed love of making

a bargain signing has paid handsome
dividends at the Watersheddings, where last
season’s relegation from the Stones Bitter
Championship only proved the prelude of a
tremendous 1989-90 season.

In addition to qualifying for their fourth semi-
final of the Wembley era, Barrow's boys
contested a memorable Lancashire Cup Final
with Warrington, took St. Helens all the way in
the quarter-final of the Regal Trophy and have
rarely looked like faltering in the promotion
race.

Among the first of Barrow’s signings
following his arrival at Oldham in November
1988, was goalkicking Widnes full-back
Duncan Platt, who landed four quarter-final
goals against his former colleagues. With six
tries and 90 goals, Platt has stepped out of the
shadow of brother Andy, the Wigan and Great
Britain forward, whom he hopes to oppose at
Wembley in four weeks time.

Ex-Moldgreen junior Richard Irving has
made the right-wing berth his own in the face of
competition from New Zealander Charlie
McAlister and Castleford’s 1986 Wembley
centre Gary Hyde. Irving’s 10 tries include one
in the Lancashire Cup Final against the Wires
and a hat-trick in the home defeat of Chorley.

Long-serving utility back Des Foy has made
awelcome return to the Watersheddings after a
brief stay in Australia, where he toured with the
1984 Lions and gained the first of three Great
Britain caps, at stand-off, opposite Wally Lewis.
Back in the centre berth, the pacy former
Under-24 international scored five tries in a
home defeat of Hunslet in January.

Free-scoring former Leigh and Lancashire
centre John Hendersonis back frominjury after
scoring two tries in the opening match of the
season against Workington. He scored a
crucial touchdown in the third round defeat of
Widnes and grabbed hat-tricks against Fulham
and, in Cup football, against Workington Town.

Castleford junior product Paul Lord, brother
of Leeds full-back Gary, has improved
dramatically under Barrow’s guidance this
season, scoring 21 tries including three at
Keighley earlier this month. His aim is to
emulate Gary, a Wembley winner with
Castleford four years ago.

Australian stand off Brett Clark is in his
second spell in English football having helped
St. Helens to the 1987 Wembley Final against
Halifax. The Western Suburbs half-back,
having faced competition from brilliant former

Leigh Miners teenager Tommy Martyn,
includes a Cup try at Salford in his total of 12 this
season.

Scrum-half Mike Ford is another to have
graced Wembley, appearing for Wigan in
their epic 1985 defeat of Hull. The former
Under-21 international left Central Park for
Leigh, eventually returning home to Oldham
and gaining a place in the 1988 Lions tour
party.

Prop forward Leo Casey is emerging as one
of the dark horses for Lions tour selection this
summer having joined Oldham initially from
the local St. Annes junior outfit, forming a
formidable front three with converted hooker
Richard Russell and ex-Widnes, Warrington
and Saints forward John Fieldhouse.

Russell — switched to number nine because
‘he had all the attributes’ according to Barrow
— has rediscovered the form which earned
Colts and Under-21 international honours
whilst at Wigan, to keep former Rochdale and
Widnes livewire Andy Ruane on the sidelines.

Fieldhouse, another member of St. Helens
1987 Wembley side, dearly wants to return at
the expense of his orginal club for a winners
medal. Man of the Series in Britain’s 1985

home meetings with New Zealand, Fieldhouse
gained all his seven Test caps in that 1985-86
period.

Barrow’s eye for abargain has shaped one of
the most effective back-row threesomes in the
business in the shape of second-row forwards
Keith Newton and Shaun Allen, and dynamic
skipper John Cogger. Newton had the
satisfaction of scoring the decisive try against
former club Widnes in the quarter final at
Naughton Park, while former Under-21
international centre Allen has found a new
lease of life as a regular secondrower.

Cogger, an Australian bundle of energy who
won the 1987 Second Division Player of the
Year award whilst with lowly Runcorn, tops the
Oldham try chart with 22, including three
against Hunslet and a Cup effort at the
preliminary stage against Huddersfield.

Already, Oldham are looking ahead to the
First Division, signing Halifax utility back Tony
Anderson and giving trials to Bramley's pacy
Wingman Peter Lewis. Long-serving Keith
Atkinson, ex-Leeds prop John Fairbank and
one-time under-21 international Paul Round, a
tryscorer for Saints at Wembley three years
ago, are others in an ever-improving squad.
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The Boddies
that get results.

IF YOU DON'T GET BODDIES,
YOU'LL JUST GET BITTER.

Oldham Australian import John Cogger.







