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“ATRIP AROU
S NEW ZEALA

t would appear that the New
Zealand authorities are finally
getting round to making a decision
on Esene Faimalo.
To be quite frank, if we didn’t
have so many games, I would like to
fly out there and fix Esene up with a
damn good barrister to sort things
out. They seem to muck people around,
just for the fun of it, irrespective of the
fact that they are restricting people’s
earning potential. We are not the only
club who are having a trip around the
maze that is NZ Rugby League. It was
only two seasons ago when they did,
what I thought at the time, to be totally
unacceptable, by allowing Kevin Iro to
play at Wembley whilst stopping him
from playing in the three games leading
up to the final. How petty is that?

It seems they make the rules up as
they go along . . . the goalposts keep
moving and the touchlines keep coming
in! But if they are foolish enough to
think that British and Australian clubs
will put up with the situation for much
longer, they are sadly mistaken. The
way I see it, it will come down to Aus 1
G.B. 2 and N.Z. nowhere.

I was a very proud man when the lads
brought the Cup back for the first time
in 11 years, and it doesn’t bother me

when people say “we didn’t play well”.
Having said that, it wasn’t one of our
best performances.

If supporters can cast their minds back
to Central Park a few seasons ago when
we were robbed, it mattered not to
Wigan as they stood on the Town Hall
steps with the Challenge Cup.

All credit to Salford, who carried on
the tradition of Second Division sides
performing well in the competition, as
happened last year in the Warrington v.
Oldham final.

So let’s enjoy our trophy, it’s probably
the nicest Cup of all, with the winning
skippers names on little shields on the

THE MAZE THAT
RUGBY LEAGUE”

ESENE
FAIMALO—
Kiwi forward
in the middle
of clearance
wrangle.

base, just the sort of curiousity item to
bring down to your local.

The way I see it, as the season
unfolds, we have won the Charity Shield
and the Lancs Cup, with the rest still to
go for. If you're looking for a team to
win the lot, then we have to be in pole
position.




VISITORS

he season got off to a dream start for
Oldham, just what they needed to
re-establish their claim as First
Division material, by winning two of
their three matches so far. They
overcame the big spending Leeds,
and the recent Yorkshire Cup
winners Castleford by the scores 32-
22 and 28-22 respectively at the
Watersheddings, but sandwiched in between
was a narrow defeat at Wakefield 17-12.

Coach Tony Barrow'who came to
Oldham in November 1988, believes a big
squad of forwards is essential in his quest to
stay up there with the top clubs. He sold
prop Leo Casey to Featherstone for
£100,000 and then spent the fee wisely
buying Derek Pyke from Widnes for
£50,000, Austin Donegan the St. Helens
forward at £20,000, Ronnie Duane the
Warrington forward/back for £15,000 and
Norman Francis the Leeds winger for
£30,000. These signings will no doubt
strengthen the existing team with such
notables as Ruane, Fieldhouse, Newton,
Russell, Round, McAlister and Keith
Atkinson who is currently injured. The
backs are solid and pacey with Foy,
Henderson, Lord and Irving a match for
most sides.

Oldham were most definitely the surprise
package last season with notable Cup wins
over St. Helens, Wigan, Salford, Barrow
and Widnes, all First Division sides.
However, they will be the first to realise
that playing in the First Division week in
and week out is a different proposition to

raising their game for a one off knock-out
competition.

The rapport between Widnes and
Oldham fans has always been very good.
Many Widnes spectators wished them well
after the Challenge Cup quarter-final last
season here at Naughton Park and the
support continued at last year’s Premiership
final, when they shouted for each other’s
team against the White Rose opposition.ll

Tommy Martyn has been a bit of a
teenage sensation after being a big hit on
the young Lions tour of Australia in 1988.
Oldham won the race for his signature, and
with such illustrious relatives as father
Tommy the ex-Leigh and Warrington
international, and equally talented uncle
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Mick, young Tommy’s feet will stay
firmly on the ground.
Last season Martyn played only five
first team games, plus five as substitute,
and scored six tries, one of them in the
Second Division Premiership final
against Hull K.R. I don’t know which
was the most enjoyable, his try or
his celebration of it afterwards!
This season he has scored three
times already with an unusual hat-
trick against Leeds involving a
try, a conversion and a drop
. goal.®

Something of a prodigal son
look about John Cogger at the
moment, but for how long? John
is just starting his second year of
a three year contract, but wants
an improved deal, hence the reason he
stayed away for a short time. But once on
the field this speedy aggressive and all
action loose forward is a man to watch
and a big favourite with the supporters.ll

Coach Tony Barrow quoted recently

l

§ MAIN MAN MIKE FORD

that Andy Gregory is the only scrum half
better than Michael Ford and few would
argue with that statement on his present
form. Since returning to play for his
home town club in 1988, Ford’s game has
gone from strength to strength, and he
has found the perfect half back partner in
Australian Brett Clarke. Michael’s
inspiration is the key to many of
Oldham’s victories, and was much in
evidence in that comeback at Old
Trafford last season against Hull K.R.,
winning for himself the Tom Bergin
Trophy, as Man
of the Match.
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Widnes over recent times that so

many talented players have left
the club in order to seek regular first
team football. For the spectators this is
very frustrating, especially as such
players have an uncanny knack of
coming back to haunt us! For the
players, their position is of course,
understandable. Many of those who
have moved on, knew that they had the
talent to walk into any First Division
team and yet they were confined to a life
of toiling away in the reserves with only
the occasional first team outing as a

I t’s a measure of the success of

| result of injury or suspension. Indeed
. | these rare appearances could serve only

as a sharp reminder of what could be
available at clubs such as Rochdale,
Oldham, Warrington and others. This of
course gave rise to a near critical state of
affairs in our reserve team as the side
was continually having to re-adjust in
key positions happily the situation has
now been dramatically improved with

| many close season signings. However
| 'm sure that the backroom staff need no
| reminder that it could happen again in

| the future!

The catologue of players who have

| left Naughton Park in recent years,

could almost form a team on its own.
Today’s opponents, Oldham seem to
have benefitted more than most from
Widnes’ loss. They snapped us full-back

| Duncan Platt, pack star Keith Newton
| and the erstwhile A-team captain Andy
| Ruane. Each was proved that they can
| make it at the highest level, as Widnes

found out to their cost in last season’s
Challenge Cup competition.

One of Oldham’s more recent
captures from the Chemics is of course
Derek “Degsy” Pyke. In his years at
Widnes he earned the respect of players
and spectators alike. His undoubted lack
of try scoring ability was matched only
by his tremendous commitment and
endless work-rate. Derek was well liked
by all at Naughton Park and the man’s
personality led to some amusing

| incidents, one such instance was at the
8 pre-season training camp on Anglesey.
| Poor old Pykie found canoeing a strange

and somewhat complicated affair. His
eskimo rolls were more like Leigh flops.
He found little difficulty in rolling over
to become submerged but the recovery
proved almost impossible. When the
boys tried their hand at horse riding it
was a similar story. Derek’s horse was
quietly ambling along the beach minding
it’s own business when it soon became
apparent that the saddle was slowly but
surely slipping off the horses back and
round towards its belly. Derek clung on
for grim death but eventually he

89 succumbed and fell face first into the
" dirt. Asif that wasn’t enough Derek
looked up to see his team mates

g

Mr. Pyke The caller pretended to by
Andy Goodway, he then proceeded

tell Derek in no uncertain terms what he

was going to do to him the next day!
What Derek didn’t know is that the
caller was a certain Widnes centre:

It’s to be hoped that Platt, Ruan
company go from strength to strength
their future careers and perhaps ju
important, that talent of the futur
be persuaded to stay at Wldnes!

Supporters club coaches 10 Hull K.
Sunday 14th October will leave at
 1045a.m. price£4.90

Wakefield on Sunday 21st Octob
leave at I p.m. price £3.60.

First test at Wembley oyx'Saéurﬁdizy Octobei

27th will leave at 7.30 a.m. price £11

Book today with Alan Rae at i

back of the Main Stand orin

the week at Rae’s Shop,

9 Sunningdale Avenue,

Hough Green.

Derek Pyke—ex-Widnes prop now with Oldham.

galloping towards him. Fortunately he
successfully dodged the flying hooves to

~live another day!

It seems that ‘Degsy’ was also the
victim of the odd practical joke. Before
the Charity Shield match against Wigan
on the Isle of Man the team were out for
ameal. A phone call was announced for
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LIMITED

WARRINGTON RD, WIDNES :
TEL: 0514951190

McDONNELL DOUBLEGL

WINDOWS - DOORS

PATIO DOORS

Your Specialists for uPVC
% Hardwood % Softwood % Aluminium
% Double Glazed Units % All made to measureix

15 LACEY STREET, WIDNES
Tel: 051-424 3623.
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