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Brifish Quality
and Craftsmanship!
Visit our kitchen showroom
at Scottfield, Ashton Road,

or write or telephone for our
FREE colour catalogue

Scottfield, Ashton Rd., Oldham, OL8 1LB
Tel: 061-627 2020.

| RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB plic I

EXECUTIVE SPONSOR
ROYAL MAIL
GROUND SPONSOR
REDDISH DEMOLITION
MATCH SPONSOR
EDWARDS VEEDER
MAN-OF-MATCH SPONSOR
OLDHAM PLANT HIRE
TOP TACKLE SPONSOR
PAN GULF BUILDING DEVELOPERS
PROGRAMME SPONSOR
KEN FISHER TEXTILE MACHINERY
TEAM SPONSOR
BROADBENT GROUP OF COMPANIES
BALL SPONSORS
BROUGHTON CONTROLS LTD. &
ELASTOMERIC ROOFING PRODUCTS LTD.
FIRST TRY SPONSOR
HIGH POINT HOTEL
LOYALCRAFT CUP SPONSOR
GLEDHILL KITCHENS LTD.

OLDHAM v WIGAN

Monday, April 1st 80 p

Kick-Off 3.00 p.m.
R R R
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Y Everybody in the

® DATUM BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD

FEATHERSTALL ROAD NORTH
OLDHAM

Telephone:

061-626 9098

c7VIACR°IO’S
PIZZERIA

Cabaret & Disco Club &

FUNCTION SUITE TRATTORICA
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

Weddings, 21sts, etc., etc. 125-129
Yorkshire Street
SPECIAL RATES Oldham

TO O.R.L.FC.
SEASON TICKET HOLDERS

Telephone:
061-624 6923

Opening Times:
Sunday 5p.m. to 10p.m.

Tuesday to Saturday noon to 2p.m.
6p.m. to 11.30p.m.

; Closed all day Mond
06 1 -624 0368 Open Bank Hz;ZayaMoi‘:’iay:nS :ym. to 10p.m.

Every
Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday
in the Cabaret Room

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors:

John Chadwick (Chairman),

David Gardner, Tom Patterson,

Jim Quinn, Mike Winterbottom, lan Carr

General Manager: Mr. R. Hill

Hon. Doctors: Dr. |. Crook,
Dr. Johnson

Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison

CLUB HONOURS

""wn"m #f Winners:
Champlonship Play-0
1&310 1910-11, 1956-57

Runners-up:
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22,1954-55
First Division Champions:
1904-05

Second Division Cham
: 196364, 198182, 1900 g™
U5by League Chaj
,89;_'9';9' Cup Winners;
1924-25, 1926.27

1
906-07, 1911-12. 1923-24, 1925.26

Runners-up:
1908-09, 191112, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55,
96667 1968-69, 1986-87 1989-90

Lancashire Champlomhlp Winners:

1909-10, 1921 22 1956-57, 1957-58

Runners-up:
1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24,
1954-56
“‘ Shield Winners:

Physiotherapists: Mr. N. Hodgson,
Mr. A. Bonnelle (Adviser)

Assistant Physiotherapist:
Mr. J. Watkins

Hon. Secretary: Mr. F. Howarth, B.A.
Player/Coach: John Fieldhouse
Conditloner: Ossie Rowe

Hon. Consultantant
Orthopaedic Surgeons:
Mr. H. Thompson, Mr. D. Walker

Official Timekeeper: Mr. J. Roscoe

Professional Playing Staff:

S. Allen, T. Anderson, K. Atkinson,

M. Bardsley, T. F. Barrow, D. Bate, |. Bates,

R. Blackman, B. Clark, N. Clawson, J. Cogger,
T. Croston, S. J. Entwistle, A. Donegan,

R. Duane, J. Fairbank, J. Fieldhouse,

N. Flanagan, M. Ford, D. Foy, N. Francis,

J. Henderson, G. Hyde, R. Irving, C. Joynt,
M. P. Kirwan, A. Leech, P. Lord, C. McAlister,
T. L. Martyn, J. Maxwell, T. Miller, P. Mitchell,
C. Mort, K. Newton, R. Pachniuk,

S. Patterson, D. Platt, D. Pyke, S. Robinson,
P. Round, A. Ruane, R. Russell, |. Sanderson.

CLUB RECORDS
Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959

Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September,
1978

Record Attendance: 28000 v Huddersfield,
24 February, 1912

Record Receipts: £3750550 v Wigan,
5th October, 1989

Record Transfer Fee Paid: £70,000 to
Halifax for Tony Anderson March 1990

Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries,
1921-22 season

Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley,
224 goals, 1957-58 season

Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points
v Liverpool City, April 1959

First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge

Highest number of points scored: Bernard
Ganley, 2,881

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685

Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233
Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182




WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY

WELL, our dream of appearing at Wembley for the first time was not to be. On the day, Wigan
were the better side in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi-final at Bolton and, once again, our bid
to play in the famous London stadium came to grief at the final hurdle.

Nevertheless, there was no disgrace in losing by 14 points to a side like Wigan, which had won
28-4 at Castleford in round one, 72-4 at Rochdale in round two and had beaten Bradford 32-2
at Central Park in round three.

Using those games as a comparison, there was some credit in scoring 16 points at Burnden Park
and there was certainly some credit in qualifying for the semi-final, which provided our fans
with a late-season impetus as we fight tooth and nail to stay in the First Division.

The win over Sheffield Eagles in our last home game gave us a lifeline and with several clubs
still not out of the worrying period — Hull KR, Wakefield, Bradford and Warrington among them
— itlooks as though the battle to stay up may go down to the wire on the last day of the league
season.

These notes had to be written before the Good Friday matches, but player-coach John Fieldhouse
stated within minutes of losing the cup semi-final that the objective now was to win each of
the four remaining First Division games against Rochdale, Wigan today, Warrington away and
Hull at home on the last day of the season, which is a 6 30 p.m. kick-off for televising by BSkyB.

As this will be the last home programme before the Hull match, may we take this opportunity
of urging as many of our supporters as possible to turn up that night to back us in a match
which may well determine whether we are hosting First Division football again next season.

Prior to the kick-off, there will be junior and schoolboy rugby for two hours — first, the finals
of the GM Police seven-a-side tournament and then the final of the local schools’ competition
which has been running all season as curtain-raisers to our home games.

Try and get here early to give these youngsters some encouragement and then cheer us on to
what will hopefully be a successful conclusion to the 1990-91 campaign.

Incidentally, the annual general meeting of shareholders went off well with the re-election of
chairman John Chadwick and directors lan Carr and Mike Winterbottom.

Shareholders were pleased to hear that the club was poised to take over the Oldham Greyhounds
operation and regain the use of its land from the tenant, Mr. Joe Pickavance, of St. Helens.

Some concern was expressed, however, at the number of all-ticket matches, with a resulting
loss in revenue at the turnstile, and the board promised to have further talks with the local police
and safety officers.

On the playing side, we are pleased to announce the signing of young back-row forward Simon
Longstaff, a Yorkshire boy who was on Halifax’s books.

Simon, who is 21, has represented England and Great Britain students, Great Britain Colts and
BARLA under-19s, for whom he toured Australia in 1989 alongside Neil Flanagan, Steve Entwistle
and Tommy Martyn.

He played as a small boy for Travellers Saints in Featherstone, a club which has produced many
good players and is run by the former Bradford and Great Britain scrum-half Tommy Smales.

All the usual schools and BARLA youth honours followed for Simon, who gained a sports diploma
at Carnegie College, Leeds, and was also a national champion at javelin throwing.

He is now putting athletics behind him to concentrate on his first love, Rugby League.
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TODAY'S vital match against Wigan gives us an ideal opportunity to
gain revenge for last weekend’s Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi-final
defeat — and gain valuable points in our battle to stay in the top

Naturally all the players were disappointed after the semi-final
because we feel we could have pushed Wigan a lot harder than we
did. However, the result has made us even more determined to get
out of the bottom three, so you can enjoy top class Rugby League at
Watersheddings next season. .

Even though we are a couple of points behind the rest of the pack
the situation is far from resolved.

Rochdale and Sheffield Eagles are definitely down and we currently
occupy the third position. However, Warrington, Wakefield and Hull

KR aren't safe and any of those sides can be caught. ldeally, we need
SKI PPER’ S four wins out of four, but I think three should do it providing we beat
Warrington away.

Bradford Northern game, which is appreciated by all the players.

It’s a big task but one that we owe to the club’s directors and, of

course, our supporters.

The club’s directors have been particularly supportive since the
by

. You too have been a great help and all the players would like to
Oldham Captain  thank everyone who made the journey to Bolton last weekend to give

M -k us such tremendous vocal support.
IKe The fact that Oldham RLFC means so much to you is the biggest
FO I d incentive we need to provide an upset against Wigan today.

Your loud support behind us is worth a couple of points, so don’t

forget to shout!

ROGER’S

FOCUS

Oldham Evening
Chronicle Rugby
League writer,
Roger Halstead,
looks at today’s
visitors

WIGAN need no introduction before today’s crucial First Division fixture at
Watersheddings. After all, it seems like only yesterday that the teams met at
Burnden Park, Bolton, in the semi-final of the Silk Cut Challenge Cup.

All the Wigan players, of course, are household names in Rugby League and most
of them are internationals of one form or another. From Steve Hampson at full
back to the incomparable Ellery Hanley at loose-forward, the Pie Eaters, as they
are affectionately known these days, are full of big-name players who are capable
of pulling off big-match achievements.

At present, of course, Wigan are faced with a gigantic battle to retain the Stones
Bitter championship because of a fixture backlog which would make any
workaholic wince. They have been the victims of their own success.

That success has been earned because Wigan have collected many of the world'’s
best players at great expense and the most recent of them — Frano Botica — has
quickly established himself as one of the best goalkickers in the game. Botica was
a stand-off half in New Zealand Rugby Union and he represented the All Blacks —
no mean feat in a country where the Union code is almost a religion.

The overall standard of goalkicking in Rugby League these days falls short of what
it used to be when we had marksmen of the calibre of Willie Horne, Bernard
Ganley, Neil Fox, Jimmy Ledgard, Kel Coslett and David Watkins, to name but a
ffew. In Botica, Wigan appear to have found a little gem when it comes to planting
the ball between the sticks and his success has put the finishing touches to a team
that can reasonably be described as one of the best club sides in the world.

Wigan have not neglected local talent, but they have never been afraid to buy big
on the English market (Lydon, Gregory, Skerrett, Platt, Hanley, Goodway, etc.), or
to enlist the best from overseas such as Kevin Iro, Dean Bell and Botica.

With such an array of talent, the most famous club in the game will never be far
away from the top honours.

STOTTS
TOURS

(Oldham) LIMITED

144 LEES ROAD
OLDHAM

Telephone:
061-624 4200/2772

FOR

COACH HIRE &
EXCURSIONS

12 to 57-seater coaches
available

/VIN\

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

RAISE YOUR CORPORATE IMAGE
WITH

Sweat Shirts Scarves
Badges Caps
Ties Pennants
T Shirts Armbands
Window Stickers

PRINTED BY THE SPECIALISTS

10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL13LQ
Tel: 061-624 0341 Fax: 061-627 2735

¥

See our range of

QUALITY USED CARS

* HIGH CLASS INSURANCE %
AND BODYWORK REPAIRS
with low-bake oven facilities

* OPEN 7 DAYS %

Etyn ’%/ton
Motox fnyinee‘ziny

FRENCHES WORKS
(off Chew Valley Road)
Greenfield, Oldham

Telephone: 0457 874472

Professional
Hair Stylists

149-151 Yorkshire Street, Oldham
Telephone:061-624 9125
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Wigan . ..

Martin Dermott (Hooker, age 23): Signed from Wigan St. Patrick’s ARLFC on
November 19, he was the 1986-87 Wigan Young Player of the Year and toured
with Great Britain in 1990.

Kelvin Skerrett (Prop, 24): Kelvin was signed on a three-year contract in July,
1990, from Bradford Northern and toured with Great Britain in 1990.

Denis Betts (Second row, 21): Once on the books of Manchester United, he was
the 1988-89 Wigan Young Player of the Year and toured with Great Britain in
1990. Denis is currently rated the fifth-best second -row in the world by Open
Rugby.

Andy Platt (Utility forward, 27): Signed from St. Helens in September, 1988, for
£140,000, he was the 1989-90 Wigan Player of the Year and is currently rated
the second-best prop in the world by Open Rugby.

Ellery Hanley (Loose forward, 30): MBE. Captain. Ellery joined Wigan in
September, 1985. He has toured with Great Britain in 1984 and 1988 but had to
pull out of the 1991 tour. In 1988-89 he won the Lance Todd Trophy, the JPS
Trophy final man-of-the-match award and the Wigan Player of the Year award.

Andy Goodway (Back row, 29): Former Oldham player Andy toured Down
Under in 1984 and played in Australia in 1985. He was the 1989-90 Division
One Player of the Year.

Steve Hampson (Full back, 29): Signed in October, 1983, from Vulcan RUFC. He
scored a try on his Wembley debut in 1989 after previously missing three finals
due to injury. Steve is currently rated third-best full back in the world by Open
Rugby magazine.

Joe Lydon (Utility back, 27): A £100,000 signing from Widnes in January, 1986,
he has represented Great Britain, Great Britain under-24s and Lancashire.
Toured with Great Britain in 1984 and 1990 but had to pull out of the 1988 tour.
Played for Eastern Suburbs in 1989.

Kevin Iro (Centre, 22): Scored a world record 20 points on his New Zealand
debut versus Papua New Guinea in 1987 and then played an important part in
New Zealand'’s win over Australia nine days later. Joined Wigan in November,
1987, after touring Great Britain with the Junior Kiwis and Auckland.

Dean Bell (Centre, 28): A former New Zealand captain, Dean has played for
Carlisle and Leeds in Great Britain and Eastern Suburbs in Australia. Was man-
of-the-match in New Zealand’s win against Australia in 1987 and played in the
1988 World Cup Final.

Frano Botica (Utility back, 27): Big-name All Black signed on a three-year
contract in May, 1990. Great things are expected of him. Fine goalkicker.

Shaun Edwards (Stand-off, 24): The youngest player to have appeared in a
Wembley RL Cup Final and the only player to have been Young Player of the
Year three years running.

Andy Gregory (Scrum-half, 29): Andy was a £130,000 signing from Warrington
in January, 1987. During his career he has represented Great Britain, Great
Britain under-24s and Lancashire and toured with Great Britain in 1984 and
1988 but had to pull out of the 1990 tour.

lan Lucas (Prop, 23): lan joined Wigan from the Colts team in November, 1984.
He represented Great Britain under-2Is, Great Britain Colts and Lancashire Colts
and was selected for Great Britain this season. He was the 1987-88 Wigan
Young Player of the Year and toured with Great Britain in 1990.

SUMMER 1991
WHY BOOK NOW?

THE EARLY BOOKER BENEFITS
WITH . ..

Free Insurance

Lower Deposits

Better Choice of Hotels
Better Early Prices

Better Child Discounts & More Free Child
Places

The Holiday you want at the
Right Price

* Hotel of your Choice more
likely to be Available

% Price Guarantees

* % % % %

*

Don’t forget . . .

for holidays home and away, we'’re
top of the league for travel service.
Kick the rest into touch and try us to
tackle your holiday arrangements

WE’RE CHAMPIONS!

27 Henshaw Street, Oldham. Tel: 061-633 2232

Bob Sope‘
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It’s bigger! \
It’s better!! S
It’s worth a visit!!! {
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No. 1 for Rugby League in your area — supplying clubs,
schools and individuals with playing kit, boots, balls, head-
guards, shoulder pads and tackle pads.

Stockists of Oldham R.L.F.C. replica items, Australian League
Shirts and a full range of Sporting Goods.

at: NEW MARKET HALL and: UNIT 6, WARRINGTON ST.
OLDHAM ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE
Telephone: 061-678 6199 Telephone: 061-344 0550

TAMESIDE BUILDERS

MERCHANTS LTD.

D-lY
and
TRADE

GARMENT TRANSPORT
SPECIALISTS

Daily Deliveries to and from London

® Bricks ® Blocks ® Sand ® Cement
® Stone @ Flags ® Paviers ® Kerbs
® Channels ® Roofing Materials
® Plumbing Materials ® Timber
® [ronmongery & Tools

FOR A MORE PERSONAL Bvamight Dslvery
SERVICE FROM AN
INDEPENDENT COMPANY,

PHONE NOW! All Goods Carried are 100% Insured

* For very competitive rates *
* Free Delivery % Free Delivery *

Special Rates for Bulk Loads

Fashion & Mail Order Specialists

Telephone:

Shaw (0706) 844124

Unit 5, Moss Lane Industrial Estate
Moss Lane, Royton, Oldham

061-368 4919

170 LODGE LANE, HYDE

OUTSTANDING Oldham prospect Tommy Martyn is the fans’
favourite for the second consecutive year as he has been voted the
Boddingtons Bitter Young Player of the Year after winning a closely-
fought contest with Chris Joynt.

Tommy's selection for the award caps a fine year for the 19-year-
old, who is currently resting from the game on doctor’s orders
because of a series of bad head injuries.

“I've been out for about six weeks because of concussion that has
affected the whole of my season. I started off well, scoring a few
tries, but the injury has taken a lot of the shine off the season.

“This is a season I'd rather forget, although | am delighted that the
fans have voted for me as the young player of the year.

““l was surprised that they gave me the award because I've missed
S0 many games.’

During his time out of first-team action, Tommy’s been busy with
Tommy the weights, road running to build his stamina and training with the
Martyn o ‘A’ Team to keep in touch.

The highlight of the season has undoubtedly been his appearance in
the Great Britain under-21 team, when he scored a try on his debut.

This week’s 5 : . :
I am not 20 until June, so I can still play for the under-2Is next

PL AY E R season,’ says Tommy, who will be presented with an inscribed silver

salver, a £150 cheque and a case of Boddingtons Bitter to celebrate

in style before today’s game against Wigan.
PR FILE “I'd like to thank the fans for voting for me and I am looking
: forward to repaying their faith in me next season.’ :

Let the professionals
tackle your decorating...

stron inst
ution-one of the major
uilding societies in the Unite

We have branches and B & H D E C O R

agents countrywide.

The Society is the hub of
a vast range of financial services
for savers, investors and home- e}

J buyers. Mortgages tailored to

lifestyles. Competitive personal
loans and household insurance

services. Schemes for people in

* Exhibitions
* Commercial
* Private

housing where it's most needed

and breaking new ground in the

‘people’ s
branch and you'll feel at home

AT HOME WITH US. \|

127 Union Street, Oldham
Telephone: 061-624 4474 .gsﬁmﬁg !logﬂOfé

People with your interest athean.

79 DENBYDALE WAY
ROYTON, OLDHAM

Tel: 061-652 7280/3980

it

Priacipal Offce Gontort, e wpom Tyne, NES 471
x




WRIGLEY CLAYDON
——& ARMSTRONGS

SOLICITORS

COMPLETE LEGAL AND FINANCIAL SERVICE
OUR LEGAL SERVICES INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL

INCLUDE: SERVICES INCLUDE:
® Company and Commercial ® The arrangement of
Work Commericial and Residential

Mortgages
® Retirement and Tax Planning
® Keyman Assurance
® Management Buy-out Finance
® Development Finance

® Computerised Quotations
available

PRUDENTIAL BUILDINGS

UNION STREET, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 6811 (Oldham) or 0706 815712 (Shaw) Fax: 061-624 3743

Licensed Credit Brokers and are regulated by the Law Society in the conduct of
investment business.

@ Full Debt Recovery Service

® Accident and Compensation
Claims

® Civil and Criminal Litigation
® Wills and Probate

® Conveyancing

@® Divorce

FOR PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE
Are happy to be supporting

OLDHAM R.L.FC.
Season 1990/91

Y& Seton
i Healthcare Group plc

Tubiton House, Oldham OL1 3HS, England.
Tel: 061652 2222 Telex:669956 Fax: 061 626 9090
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General
Manager
Ray Hill
reports on
the Water-
sheddings
scene

WATERSHEDDINGS
WHISPERS

SADLY, our Wembley dream has to be put on
hold for another year as we fell to Wigan at the
final hurdle. However, despite the defeat every-
one at the club is proud of the effort the team
put in and the support that Rugby League's
greatest fans gave on the day.

One of my abiding memories of the semi-final
will be the huge convoy of red and white
coaches leaving Oldham and heading down the
M62 to Bolton. It was just like a scene from an
old western with the wagon train hitting the
trail.

I reckon over 8,000 of you headed west with
us to give the team your support and on behalf
of the club I'd like to thank each and every one
of you.

I'd also like to single out for a special mention
Eric Broughton and lan McKaigg, of Elastomeric
Roofing Products, who sponsored our semi-
final weekend.

Although it was a very emotional return to
Watersheddings after the match, we were
happy to celebrate the considerable achieve-
ment of reaching the Silk Cut Challenge Cup
semi-final for the second consecutive year.
Thirty-two other teams didn’t get there!

The Sheddings nightclub was the scene for our
very successful Cashline agents night. With

"

plenty ot good food, good drink and good
company, the evening was a night to remember
as we continue with our move to increase the
agent network for our Cashline Society, which
has proved to be an invaluable fundraiser for
the club.

Cashline membership only costs £1 per week,
with the members having the chance of winning
£100 every day of the year. In addition, every
Friday there is a bumper £500 to be won by a
lucky Cashline member.

We already have 300 agents working hard on
the club’s behalf, but we want to increase that
number to ensure Cashline continues to go from
strength to strength. Our special evening will
have added a few more to that number.

If you want to become an agent, all you need
to do is contact the club on 061-620 4870 and
speak to Cashline’'s manager, Kevin Platt.

As an incentive, all agents — new and old alike
— who introduce five new members to Cashline
will be presented with a bottle of whisky.

Next weekend is a special weekend on the Life-
line Calendar as we host our annual Grand
National Event at the club, which this year takes
place on Saturday, April 6th.

Forty Lifeline winners have already had their
names drawn out of the hat and been notified
about the event. The lucky winners auto-
matically win £10 and will be invited to spend
the Big Race day at the club’s social club for
a champagne reception prior to watching the
race.

They can bring a friend along with them to join
in the fun!

It promises to be a lot of fun for everyone
involved and is further evidence of the great
value we try to give all the loyal fans who
support both our Lifeline and Cashline
societies.

Another great draw takes place on the pitch
today as we'll be drawing a lucky Lifeline
winner's number out of the hat to win a superb
weekend in London. That's a bonus prize in
addition to the two weekly £1,000 and £100
payouts.






