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Healthier.
Fitter.

Seton Healthcare Group plc, an established and
growing force in the healthcare, sport and leisure
markets, has an outstanding track record.
A policy of continual reinvestment and
acquisition to develop and expand the product ..
portfolio has ensured healthy sustained and
profitable growth, making the Group fitter
than ever for the challenges of the future.

Y Seton
G Healthcare Group plc

SETON HEALTHCARE GROUP plc, TUBITON HOUSE, OLDHAM OL1 3HS, ENGLAND.
TELEPHONE: 061-652 2222. TELEX: 669956 (SETON G). FAX: 061-626 9090

SIMPLY THE BENT

HOLROYD
Skip Hire Ltd.

DIGGER & TRACKED
MACHINE HIRE

YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN
WASTE REMOVAL
TELEPHONE:

061-624 1118 OR 061-624 1311

EVENINGS/FAX:

061-624 1171

LITTLE END FARM, MOORSIDE, OLDHAM.

No. 1 - R.L.THOMAS

For todays review of one of our for-
mer players we go right back to
the early days of the “Northern |
Union” to feature one of the clubs
esteemed figures from that era
..R.L. THOMAS.

Richard Llewellyn Thomas was as
his name suggests a Welshman, [
who came to Oldham from the
Newport Club in South Wales at
the beginning of the 1897-98 sea- B
son.

“Dicky”, as he was commonly known came North with a fine reputation
having already gained International Honours in the Union code. After
playing as a threequarter in his first few matches, he soon settled down
into his accustomed roll as full-back, quicly gaining county recognition
by his adopted Lancashire.

His strengths were the possession of a safe pair of hands under the
constant stream of high kicks that prevailed in those early days and
being a resolute and brave defender whether in a one to one situation,
or being faced by the forward “Rushes” that were a major part of the
game in those 15-a-side times.

In all "Dicky" Thomas made 363 appearances for Oldham in first class
matches making his debut against Morecambe on September 4th,
1897 and concluding his career in the first team against Salford on
April 12th, 1909.

Undoubtably one of the highlights of his career was being a member of
the Oldham team that was the first Lancashire side to win the R.L.
Challenge Cup in 1899, when he kicked a goal in the 19-9 victory over
Hunslet at Fallowfield, Manchester.




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

The Pavilion,

Watersheddings, Oldham

Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off
Winners:

1909-10. 1910-11, 1956-57
Runners-up:

1906-07. 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22,
1954-55 e ‘

First Division Champions: @ i

1904-05 e 1
Second Division Championss: f
1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88 |/ U
Rugby League Challenge Cup |

Winners: [

1898-99,1924-25, 1926-27 &' 1M )
Runners-up: ARVl
1906-07, 1911-1912, 19%3-24. 1925¢26
Lancashire Cup Winners;/ & - 7

1907-08, 1910-11, 19134}

919-20,

1958-59 ;

1924-25, 1933-34. 1956-57, 195758, | !

Runners-up: MR
1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,

iy {

1954-55, 1966-67, 1968-69,1986-87, "\
1989-90 A
Lancashire Championship Winners:.
1907-08,1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57,
1957-58

Runners-up: 0
1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,
1923 -24, 1954-55

Lancashire Shield Winners:
1975-76, 1979-80

Colts Premiership Trophy:
1979-80

Second Division Premiership:
1987-88, 1989-90

Wigan Sevens Winners:
1991-92

| 'tA’'Team Coach: John Prince

Directors:

Jim Quinn (Chairman)

John Chadwick, Tom Patterson
Mike Winterbottom, lan Carr
General Manager: T. Donovan
Hon Doctors:

Dr. I. Crook, Dr. D. Atherton
Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherdpists: Mr. N. Hodgso
Mr. A. Bonmelle:(Adviser)
Assistant Physiotherapist: |
Mr.J. Watkins

' /| {7« Hon: Secretary: Mr. F. Howarth, B.A.

‘Coach? Peter Tunks," . | !
\Assistant Coach: Eric Fitzsimons

‘vYou,t.h_ Development Officer: ' |

Tan McCGorquodale /¥ i

Hon. Consultant’ | | A

Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr."H. Thompson. Mr. D. Walker
Safety Officer: Roger Norris 7 ' |

Official Timekeeper: Mr. J. Rosco€’

Club Records: \ TP

Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April. 1959
‘Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September.

© 11978

) O
Record Attendance: 28.000 v Huddersfield.
24 February, 1912/ -
Record Receipts: £37.505,50 v Wigan.
5th October, 1989
Record Transfer Fee Paid: £70.000 to
Halifax for-Tony Anderson. March 1990
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar. 49 tries.
1921-22 season
Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley,
224 goals, 1957-58'season
Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley. 28 points
v Liverpool €ity, April 1959
First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest Number of Points Scored: Bernard
Ganley, 2,881
Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson. 685
Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst. 233
Since 1900, Alan Davies., 182

(

TODAYS SPONSORS

Club Sponsor:

CASTLEMAINE XXXX

Match Sponsor:
REGAL TROPHY
Executive Match Ho
JENKINSON & Co.

Ground/Match Hosts:
CHESTER IV GRAPHICS
Man of the Match Hosts:

DRONSFIELDS
COMMERCIALS

sts:
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FROM the
BOARDROOM

by
CHAIRMAN JAMES QUINN

We are in the entertainment business - and I feel that Rugby League
sometimes needs to remind itself of that fact. Take the World Cup Final
between Great Britain and Australia at Wembley. In many ways it was a
truly absorbing contest in which the result might have gone either way.
The genuine Rugby League supporter probably got a lot out of the match
despite his disappointment at seeing the Aussies hold on to their world
crown with a 10-6 victory.

But what of the casual customer? What of the millions who probably watched the match on television from
Land's End to John O’ Groats? What of those who are regular armchair sports fans and wanted to compare the
entertainment value of Rugby League with the two previous Wembley events, namely the soccer international
and the RU match between England and Canada?

In the main the game was dour. The tactics of both sides, and especially those of the British team. were based
on safety first methods and kicking for territorial position.

Martin Offiah - potentially the most explosive winger and finisher in world rugby - was largely ignored. The
Aussie defence was magnificent. It was difficult to give him a clear run with the ball, but we didn't even try (o
unleash him with a chip-kick.

What a difference in the World Cup Championship Final betveen Wigan and Brisbane Broncos. Unlike any
Winfield Cup teams, the Broncos are noted for their style and adventure: for their willingness to play footbail
even out of their own 22-metre zone if the opportunity arises.

They produced a brilliant performance at Central Park. They were resilient on defence. yet exciting on attack
and produced the sort of game that should. perhaps. set the hallmark for others. If we all tried to emulate the
Broncos I don't think we would go far wrong.

The contrast between the games at Wembley and Central Park was remarkable and it set me thinking that
everyone associated with Rugby League in this country should take a good. long look at what Broncos have
achieved — and why. &

First of all we have to appreciate that supporters want to be entertained. The entertainment business is now a
highly-competitive one and if our great game is to command the attention it deserves. we must provide the fare
that spectators want and demand.

The Broncos have shown that a team can delend ruthlessly as well as attack with vision and our young coaches
should take a leaf out of the book of the Australian club’s coach, Wayne Bennett, always remembering that il is
supporters through the turnstiles who pay the wages of coaches and players.

Maybe the administrators could also sit down and see what can be done. if anything. (o make The League more
expansive. We need to see more threequarter play and a little less emphasis on forward driving. One idea that
came to my mind at Wembley — and this is purely a personal one — was (o keep the forwards in the scrums
longer than they have (o. (o give half-backs and threequarters more scope and more room (o get moving before
the back-rowers are out of the pack and taking up delensive positions.

Whatever rules are devised. however. coaches will always devise methods of using them (o their own advantage
so it is perhaps the attitude and outlook of coaches that we have (o address most il we are (o get the sort of play
that Broncos seem to produce week in and week out.

Here at Oldham we have. in Peter Tunks. a coach who has always strived (o get the best of both worlds into his
Watersheddings teams — the Australian intensity and the old-fashioned and traditional British Nair.

You have only to look at the players whom Peter has signed in recent months to acknowledge that he wants (o
make Oldham an exciting and potentially-exploive team as well as a defensively secure one. Iva Ropati, Wally
Gibson. Steve Kerry. Scotl Ranson and Stuart Cocker all come (0o Watersheddings with reputations as exciting
try- scorers, while Hugh Gumbs. who is still only 22, has a lot (o offer now that he is settling dovn and gaining
in confidence.

Al Oldham we are (rying (o give the fans what they want. We owe it (0 Rugby League, to the Oldham club and to
the people of this town — and | know Peter [eels the same way.

JIM QUINN.

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY JENKINSON & CO.,
ACCOUNTANTS, 6A LORD STREET, OLDHAM.
TEL: 061-624 2550
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REGAL TROPHY - FIRST ROUND

St Helens and Wigan are defending the best successive
run of Regal Trophy first round victories, neither having
been knocked out at this stage since 1981-82.

Barrow inflicted the Saints last first round knockout when
they drew 16-16 away and won the replay 17-0.

The last time Wigan lost in the first round was when they
went down 19-10 at Leeds.

Wigan are at home to French champions Carcassonne on
Saturday, while St Helens entertain Leeds.

London Crusaders have gone the longest without a first
round win. They have not progressed since their first sea-
son of 1980-81 when, as Fulham, they won 9-3 before a
home crowd of 12,583 at Craven Cottage.

Since then they have also been eliminated twice at the
preliminary round stage. London are at home to Wakefield
Trinity on Sunday.

TOP TEN GOAL SCORER (Including drop goals)

1. John Wasyliw (Keighley C).......cc..couuuee 55
2. Dean Marwood (Workington T).. R 0]
3. Gary Pearce (Ryedale-York)....... R 1
4. Frano Botica (Wigan)......... e 35
5. Mark Sims (Doncaster)...... R 3
6. Martin Birkett (Salford)..... .. 30
Jonathan Davies (Widnes)......... ... 30
Martin Pearson (Featherstone R)... 30

9. Steve Maguire (Whitehaven).. 29
10. Paul Eastwood (Hull)............. 0 28
Steve Gartland (Rochdale H................. 28

LEADING TRY SCORERS

Shaun Edwards of Wigan maintains a clear lead at the
head of the try scoring chart with 20. The half-back is fol-
lowed by Alan Hunte (St Helens) and Phil Ford (Salford)

with 13, and Greg Austin (Halifax), David Plange (Sheftield
Eagles) and Andy Mason (Wakefield T) with ten.
LEADING POINT SCORER
John Wasyliw of Keighley Cougars is this season’s leading
point scorer with 130. The winger has scored 55 goals and
five tries.

1-1-1-2-1-1-1
LEAGUE TRY 8CORING RUN
Alan Hunte has scored at least one try in all seven of St
Helens Stones Bitter Championship matches this season.
The Great Britain Test back has totalled eight League
touchdowns as follows:
POINT SCORING RUN
John Wasyliw of Keighley has the current longest scoring
run covering 22 matches including all nine this season.
The winger's sequence began with three goals in the 18-
16 Third Division home defeat of Scarborough Pirates on
17 February 1992.
LOSING RUN

Highfield are the only team without a win this season
after losing all seven matches - six in the Third Division
and one Greenalls Lancashire Cup tie.

MILESTONES

Daryl Powell needs four tries for a career century of
touchdowns for Sheffield Eagles and only two for 100 club
and representative ties. Dean Bell, the Wigan and former
Leeds and Carlisle centre, need two tries for a career cen-
tury in English club Rugby. Andy Currier needs three
tries for a career century with Widnes. lan Thomas of
Huddersfield needs one try for a career century of touch-
downs with the club. Mark Aston is 16 points short of
being the first Sheffield Eagles player to score 1000 for the
club.

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM

Coach Proprietors and Funeral Directors

Tel: 624 4301/624 9116

LITTLEMOOR
MILL CARPETS
Littlemoor Lane

Oldham
(off Ripponden Road)

FITTED

CARPET
SPECIALISTS

Fitted by experts
within 7 days

Ring for
FREE QUOTATION
061-620 9866

Our BED CENTRE
always has a big
range in stock - call
in and see

OGgEN
PARTINGTON

CERTIFIED
ACCOUNTANT

D.J. TAYLOR,EC.CA.

15 Queen Street
Oldham OL1 1RD

Telephone:
061-624 1177

OPEN 6 DAYS

ROUGH'YEDS

become

SMART’YEDS

at
Professional Hairdressing
138-140 Ashton Road,
Oldham

Tel: 061-624 2984
also at

Moston and Bolton

Payne’s
CONFECTIONERS
1D

73 Lees Road
Oldham
624 7391

Bakery
Produce
Su}gplied
FRESH
DAILY

A family business
that

looks after your
family’s needs . . .

BEE
FAMILY
FINANCE

If you require credit for
*Household Goods
*Carpets

“Furniture

*TV's

*Car Repairs etc.

JUST CALL IN AT THE
BEE

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE

*We can also arrange
credit
facilities for leading
fashion shops
in Oldham and
Manchester.

061-624 9908
21 Retiro Street,
Oidham

* WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST *

Your Hosts
Stephen and
Pauline Wilde

Welcome You to

The
Clarence
Hotel

Greenfield
]

Bar Meals -
Breakfasts and
Small Parties etc.

0

Telephone045
7872319

The

Village
Manor
Restaurant

Mz
N

HIGH STREET
UPPERMILL
SADDLEWORTH

Telephone:
0457 873944

or
061-624 6056

NIGHTCLLB

1
Wit

OLDHAM’S
FOREMOST
FREEHOUSE

Meals always

available

17/21 Mumps,
Oldham
Tel: 061-620 9566




= For all your team's
| medical
\ requirements, eg.
first aid, sports
supports,
strappings &
medical bags etc.
= Contact Procare

on 061 678 0233 .
for a full = Suppliers to all
catalogue professional and

amateur clubs

WE'VE CURED HEADACHES

Manufacturers of upholstery
fillings for over a century, Platt &
Hill make foam and fibre fillings
of the highest quality right here
in Oldham.

So reliable are our products,
that Oldham RLFC have selected
them to cushion the uprights of
their goal posts.

In a way, you see, we've
prevented headaches all round!

PLATT & HILL

FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS

A * . FIBRE FILLINGS DIVISION
7 _éw. Belgrave Mill. Keswick Avenue
"==-~  -Oldham. Lancs CL8 2LZ

Tel: 061-626 4638 Telex 569550
Fax 061-627 3265

COMMERCIAL CORNER

IS SPONSORED BY
THE SHEPHERDS BOY, HUDDDERSFIELD ROAD, OLDHAM
BECKS BEERS & HOME COOKED FOOD

WHAT'S ON THE BOARD, MIKE FORD?

This afternoon we welcome Castleford to Watersheddings and we extend an
especially warm welcome to an old pal of ours - ex-Oldham skipper. Michael
Ford. Yes Mike we all say it's ‘nice to see you. to see you nice’. but if at the end
of the game the points favour Oldham. then we are all going to ask ‘what's on
the board Mike Ford?’
BILL AND BREN, BILL AND BREN.......

(They're not Flowerpot Men)
Staunch supporters Bill and Brenda Rogers were our [lirst "A’ Team match spon-
sors last Friday night. Everyone at the club thanks Bill and Brenda for their
terrific support and we hope they really enjoyed their evening.
Now why don’'t you sponsor an ‘A’ Team game? Sponsorship of our Younger's
alliance matches is inexpensive and is a great way of helping your favourite
club. Match sponsorship costs just £50 + VAT and offers six main stand tickets
plus after match refreshments.

Contact: Peter Young John Watkins Judy Campbell
¢ 061 624 4865
CASCADE FORD J3 M63

Cascade Ford, of Barton Rd. Urmston. continue to help and support Oldham
Rugby League Club by sponsoring a car for the commercial department for a
second successive year. A big thank you goes to Brian Nowelle and everyone at
Cascade.
If you are in the market for a new or used vehicle, why not pay a visit to Cascade
Ford - you won't be disappointed.
Cascade Ford is less than 30 minutes away at Junction 3 on the M63 and they
always have over 100 used cars in stock. If you are looking for a very friendly
dealer offering the very best in sales and service, then we recommend Cascade
Ford. .

FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD

Finally a big thank you to everyone who joined us at our annual sportmans
evening and dinner at Royton Assembly Hall last Thursday. We hope you all had
a great night and in so doing helped to raise heaps of money for Oldham Rugby.

LIFELINE WINNERS WEEK No. 3
£1,000 - 1668 P. LANGLEY, c¢/o Shaw Video, Market Street, Shaw.
£50 - 2079 P. HARRISON, c¢/o Chandlers Cafe Bar, Ashton.

Special Prize: Dinner Service, 2935 J. TURNER, c¢/o The Fleece, Mossley.

CASHLINE WINNERS WEEK No. 90

SUPER BONUS £500 - D9757 L. FLANNERY, (Agent 046, J. Holt)
Monday £100 - G5376 J. NEWTON (Agent 212, G.J. Bailey)
Tuesday £100 - E9509 J. GILL (Agent 192, Trippiers News)
Wednesday £100 - C0420 P. BROWN (Agent 011, Turpins)
Thursday £100 - G7530 L. CURBISHLEY (Agent 125, A.S. Clegg)
Friday £100 - D4856 J. SHELLSHER (Agent 146, PJ's Cafe)
Saturday £100 - B2071 MR. FLANAGAN (Agent 270, Glodwick News)
Sunday £100 - C0422 D. HOLT (Agent 058, Manor Inn)

AGENT’S FREE WEEKLY DRAW FOR £50

Agent 280 (Medlock Way News)
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OLDHAM RLFG
WOULDNT GIVE A

FOR ANYTHING
ELSE.

A WATERSHEDDINGS WELCOME

CASTLEFORD PEN PICTURES 1992-93

GRAHAM STEADMAN (Full Back) A club record
signing who cost £175,000 from Featherstone. Last
seasons Man of the Match in the Yorkshire Cup Final,
Graham made his second tour with Great Britain in
the summer. On tour he established himself as first
choice full back during the test series with Australia
and New Zealand. A prolific try scorer and goal kick-
er.

ST JOHN ELLIS (Wing) Another Great Britain inter-
national, 'Singe' has moved around that back division
in his career at Cas. A £30,000 fee brought him from
York and he has never been out of the first team
squad since a debut against the 1989 New Zealand
tourists.

RICHARD BLACKMORE (Centre) Very highly rated
Kiwi in his second season at Cas. Richard has
become a New Zealand test regular and back home
this summer met with the Great Britain tourists. A
strong, powerful runner who suffered from shoulder
injuries last term, recovering to be a try scorer at
Wembley.

GILES BOOTHROYD (Centre) Back in the first team
squad after a couple of years of few opportunities,
Giles seems determined.to hold his place this time.
An Under 21 international who signed from local
amateurs Lock Lane.

SIMON MIDDLETON (Wing) A rare Rugby Union con-
vert in the Castleford line up, signing from the
Knottingley club. Simon adapted to the change very
quickly and has been a regular tryscorer for the club.

TONY SMITH (Stand-off) Signed from local junior
football, Tony has lots of promise and already has
Under 21 international honours. Although mainly a
number 6 he has plenty of experience at scrum half
and in the centre.

PETER COYNE (Stand-off) Peter signed up this sea-
son from the St. George team, who he represented in
the Australian Grand Final. Lots of representative
honours in Queensland before moving south to join
the “Dragons”. The “kicking game” is Peters’ forte, a
strength that St. George fought hard to keep down
under.

MIKE FORD (Scrum half) A 1991 signing from
Oldham, Mike moved for a £77,500 fee to solve the
clubs scrum half problem. Previous experience at
Wigan and Leigh was gained before joining his home-

town team at the Watersheddings in a career that has
taken him on tour, in 1988, and two Wembley finals.
In good tryscoring form this term as well as his usual
creativity.

LEE CROOKS (Prop forward) Club captain and regu-
lar goalkicker, Lee was a £150,000 buy from Leeds.
Originally with his hometown club Hull, Lee won a
string of club and international honours but financial
problems saw Hull selling him to Leeds. He never fully
settled at Headingley resurrecting his career at Cas
and regaining an international place on the last tour.

NEIL ROEBUCK (Hooker) Signed from Bradford as a
stand off or looseforward, Neil has made a successful
transition to the hooking role. An Under 21 interna-
tional, Neil started his career in local junior rugby but
opted to turn pro with Northern.

KEITH ENGLAND (Prop forward) In his benefit sea-
son “Beefy” has given loyal service to his hometown
team over ten years. A Great Britain international at
Colts, Under 24 and full level, he never gives less than
100% effort. Two Wembley appearances for Cas in
1986 and last year.

DEAN SAMPSON (Prop forward) Very strong young
prop who was called up last summer for the Gt
Britain tour party on their last leg in New Zealand.
Already one of the clubs many Under 21 internation-
als, the Stanley Rangers ARL product has a big future
in the game.

TONY MORRISON (2nd row) A 1992 summer signing
from Swinton, Tony has made an immediate impact in
the Cas park. The strong running back rower was
captain at the Lions but wanted to stay at the higher
level after their relegation last term. Started his career
with Oldham.

SHAWN IRWIN (2nd row) Another player who has
switched position at Cas. Shawn joined the club as a
stand-off, moved to centre and then last year had his
first run in the pack. Yet another Under 21 interna-
tional, Shawn went on to win senior test caps but was
unlucky when a dislocated shoulder caused him to
miss last years Wembley trip.

TAWARA NIKAU (Looseforward) Outstanding Kiwi
international who has represented his country at the
highest level, in test series, at home and abroad.
Previously had spells with Sheffield and York,
Castleford beat off competition from England and
Australia to secure his contract.

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY JENKINSON & CO.,
ACCOUNTANTS, 6A LORD STREET, OLDHAM.

TEL: 061-624 2550



T0DAY'S MA in the MIDDLE

IAN OLLERTON
IS

TODAY'S REFEREE

Russell comes from Wigan.

He was born on 31st March,

1953. He became a Grade One

referee in 1990-91.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT, RuGBY LEAGUE
AND RuGBY UNION DO AGREE
ON SOMETHING.

miire

Official supplier of match and training balls to:

Rugby League m Welsh Rugby Union * %7

South African Rugby Union [?;:*
N

[
B.A.R.L.A. Q
Irish Rugby Union @ -

Mitre Sports International Ltd., Bay Hall Works, Birkby, Huddersfield,
West Yorkshire HD1 5AJ. Tel: 0484 537488. Fax: 0484 530042.
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TUNKS' TALKBACK

IMPORTANT NOTICE
ALL MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS
ARE REMINDED THAT,
UNDER THE SAFETY
ON GROUNDS ACT,
ALCOHOL IS BANNED
FROM FOOTBALL MATCHES

PUT THE BOOT IN

Golden Boot tickets cost just £1 each.
The wmnm% ticket will be announced just
before half time. During the half time
interval the winner will take, or nominate,
one of our ballboys to take for them, three
kicks at goal from in front of the posts.
Three conversions will win for the ticket
holder a £20 Club Shop Voucher.

GO ON - HAVE A SHOT!

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY
NORTHERN ROCK BUILDING SOCIETY, OLDHAM
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THE MAJOR SPONSOR OF RUGBY LEAGUE.

PLAYER
PROFILE

TOMMY
MARTIN

Full Name: Thomas Lee Martin
Date of Birth: 4.6.1971
Birthplace: Leigh.

Height: 5 ft. 11ins.

Weight: 12 stone 7 pounds
Favourite Drink: Lemonade.

‘, m""\xw, " ;

C

Favourite Food: Steak.

Favourite TV Show: One Foot in the Grave.

Favourite Music: Wet Wet Wet.

Hobbies: Golf and Road Running.

Previous Clubs: Leigh Miners Welfare.

Biggest Influence on Career so far: Parents.

Favourite Player: Hugh Gumbs (Black Pebble).

Favourite Ground: Headingley.

Most Difficult Opponent: Alarm clock on Monday mornings.

Most memorable Match Seen: Dave Bradburys Clio v. Renault 5GT Turbo.
Biggest Thrill: Getting a drink off Mark Sheals.

Biggest Disappointment: Crashing Car.

Personal Ambition: To go for an Indian with Sean Tyrer on Sundays.
Person you would most like to meet: Mike Tyson .

Have you ever been mistaken for anyone famous: No-one.

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY TANFIELD LTD.,
TOWBAR & TRAILER CENTRE, CHAMBER ROAD, OLDHAM.
TEL: 061-633 4872
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GOING FOR THE XXXX TOUCH

Good luck lads in the match
against Castleford today. The
Castlemaine touch worked for the
Aussies - hope it does for you too!

This is the 26th year of the
Imperial Tobacco's sponsorship
of the Regal Trophy and this year.
for the first time, there are two
French clubs who will be playing
alongside the 35 British teams.
With the
£34.000 it is certainly something
to get XXXX-ited about!

After all. Oldham RLFC wouldn't
give a XXXX for anything less!

And with over 18 pints of the
golden liquor sold every second in

the UK ( during opening hours of

course!) the winners will certainly
have plenty to toast their victory
with.

AMAX

TEAM CHECK

SUNDAY, 8th NOVEMBER 1992

winning prize of

OLDHAM  team cHANGES CASTLEFORD Team cHanGES

1. SEAN TYRER 1. SIMON MIDDLETON

2. SCOTT RANSON 2. ST. JOHN ELLIS

3. STUART COCKER 3. RICHIE BLACKMORE

4, IVA ROPATI 4. TONY SMITH

5. HUGH GUMBS 5. DAVID NELSON

6. WALLY GIBSON 6. PETER COYNE

7. STEVE KERRY 7. MIKE FORD

8. TINY SOLOMONA 8. LEE CROOKS

9. DAVID STEPHENSON 9, CHRIS WATSON

10. MARK SHEALS 10. DEAN SAMPSON

11. |AN SHERRATT 11. TONY MORRISON

12. BEN OLSEN 12. MARTIN KETTERIDGE

13. DAVID BRADBURY 13. TAWERA NIKAU

14, SHANE TUPAEA 14, GRANT ANDERSON

15. MARK MEADOWS 15. NATHAN SYKES

PENALTIES SCRUMS. PENALTIES SCRUMS
23|45 23|45 2(3|a|5| [1]2]3]a]5

6|7|8|9|10| [6]|7]|8]9 10 6|7|8|9|10| [6]7|8]|9|10
1|12[13[14]15| [11]12]13[ 1415 1[12[13|14|15| [11|12]13]1a]15
16|17 18|19 |20| |16 17| 18| 19|20 16| 17|18 19|20| [1617| 18|19 |20

Referee: |. OLLERTON

Touch Judges: J. MOLYNEUX (Red Flag) |
A.J. BROWN (Yellow Flag) - 4
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WERE YOUR PROSPECTS
GOOD? \
The Castlemaine XXXX

"Prospecting" has now fin-
ished. There were more
than 400,000 pints won
during the competition, so
someone must have been
happy!

Did you improve your
‘prospects' of a holiday in
Oz, £1,000 golden nuggets
or one of the many instant
prizes being given away by
your favourite Aussie brew?
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'A' TEAM
ROUND UP

with COACH JOHN PRINCE

Salford ‘A’ 46 pts V Oldham ‘A’ 6pts,
Thursday, 29th October, 1992

Our side in this game was probably our weakest we
have turned out and our lads got a real lesson on how
hard we will have to work to compete and achieve our
aim of being able to support the Ist team with a suc-
cessful winning ‘A’ team. This Salford side contained
many experienced players such as Sam Blease - club
captain - and full back Gibson whose first team experi-
ence enabled them to destroy us. Moreover the nucleus
of their side was youths who have been playing together
for two years; something we are {rying to do and build a
passport to the [uture.

Despite the resull, which in no way reflects on our
players efforts, our young players once more gained
valuable experience in this difficult period of rebuilding
that we are going through, just as their first team did
last season. I can only assure you that we will get
there, so please be patient and continue to give us your
full support.

Talking of support, by the time you read these notes,

we will have played Doncaster ‘A’ in the [irst round of

the Alliance Cup and hopefully we can produce the
right result for our [irst "A’ team sponsors of the season.
namely Bill and Brenda Rogers. Their support and that
of other regular 'A’ team [ollowers is an invaluable con-
tribution to the clubs future. I hope that more ol you
will come forward to take up "A’ team sponsorship in
the near future. The cost is small - £50 per game or
£25 for Match Ball Sponsorship. and you and your

friends can enjoy the match, knowing you have
played your part in building a great future for the
club. If anyone is interested please ring, Peter
Young or John Watkins on 061-652-5244 or 061-
624-4865.

ALLIANCE PLAYER PROFILE
Paul Norman Age 18
Born: Billinge, Nr. Wigan
Occupation: Apprentice Engineer
Signed for Oldham: August, 1992 from Golborns
Parkside Un 19's/Wigan Academy
Proudest Moment to Date: Playing for Andy
Goodway in last years Wigan Academy
Likes: Playing and watching rugby
Dislikes: Losing & missing games
Honours Gained: Lancs Schools, Wigan Schools,
Lancs BARLA, Wigan BARLA
Ambition: To play against Australia

Stephen Heaton Age 18

Born: Billinge, Wigan

Occupation: Student

Signed for Oldham: August, 1992 from Golborne
Parkside Un 19'8

Likes: Winning and going out

Dislikes: Losing

Ambition: To play for Great Britain

Next Home ‘A’ Team Fixture
Oldham ‘A’ V Carlisle ‘A’
Saturday, 14th November - K.O. Ipm

YOUNGERS ALLIANCE FIXTURES
SECOND DIVISION 1992/93

Saturday, 29.8.92 Sheffield Eagles H 20-33 (L) 1.00 p.m.
Saturday, 5.9.92 Carlisie A 28-18(W)  12.00p.m.
Saturday, 12.9.92 Keighley A 28-24 (W) 2.30 p.m.
Saturday, 19.9.92 Salford H 10-31 (L) 1.00 p.m.
Friday, 2.9.92 Ryedale York A 1422 (L)  7.30pm.
Saturday 3.10.92 Carlisle (Lancs C.C.

Shield) H 26-20(W)  1.00p.m.
Friday 9.10.92 Leigh H 16-19 (L) 7.30p.m.
Friday 16.10.92 Wigan (LS 2) H 4-34 (L) 7.30 p.m.
Friday, 29.10.92 Salford A 6-42(L) 7.30 p.m.
Saturday, 14.11.92  Carlisle H 1.00 p.m.
Friday, 20.11.92 Huddersfield A 7.30 p.m.
Saturday, 5.12.92 Hemel Hempstead H 1.00 p.m.
Saturday, 12.12.92  Swinton H 1.00 p.m.
Friday, 18.12.92 Bramley A 7.30 p.m.
Saturday, 2.1.92 Swinton H 1.30 p.m.
Saturday, 16.1.93 Hunslet H 1.00 p.m.
Thursday, 23.1.93 Leigh A 7.30 p.m.
Saturday, 6.2.93 Dewsbury A 2.00p.m.
Saturday, 13.2.93 Workington H 1.00 p.m.
Saturday, 20.2.93 Hemel Hempstead A 2.30p.m.
Saturday, 27.2.93 Doncaster H 1.00 p.m.
Saturday, 6.3.93 London Crusaders H 1.00 p.m.
Saturday, 20.3.93 Workington A 2.30 p.m.
Saturday, 27.3.93 Huddersfield H 1.00p.m.

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY Bg,L AND BRENDA ROGERS

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON &
ARMSTRONGS

SOLICITORS

Complete Legal and Financial
Service

e

A

el

PRUDENTIAL BUILDINGS
UNION STREET, OLDHAM

DI

Tel: 061-624 6811 (Oldham)
or 0706 815712 (Shaw)
Fax: 061-624 3743

Licensed Credit Brokers

R

100 USED CARS
in stock — always

@ DEALER

51 BARTON ROAD, URMSTON

Tel: 061-747 0544

Over

NEIL
GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U Manec.

DENTAL
SURGEON

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV

Telephone:

0457 872108

OLDHAM R.L. SOCIAL CLUB

- SHEDDINGS

Tel: 061-624 0368

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

EVERY Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday
Last Orders 1.30a.m.

FUNCTION ROOM
always available
- FREE to O.R.L.F.C.
shareholders
Ring for details




SKIPPERS'
sSrPoT

with OLDHAM CAPTAIN
RICHARD RUSSELL e s
After a convincing win over a |~ =
somewhat demoralised and |.
struggling Swinton we gained a | 4
good points difference plus the
added bonus of being back at the
top of the second division, after
Featherstone were defeated by a
- now much stronger Huddersfield
side.

Last Sunday’s match was more of a case of seeing how
many points we could put on the score board on the day.
" The team did this superbly with tries from Wally Gibson,
Stuart Cocker, Tiny Solomona and many others. Also I feel I
must give special praise to Wally Gibson who had a good
strong game at stand-off. We must not let last Sunday's win
go to our heads though, because this weeks opponents,
Castleford, are a good strong team as they proved last year
when they played their way into the Challenge Cup Final.
Unfortunately on the day Wigan were the stronger side and
beat Castleford.

At the helm of the Castleford attack is Mike Ford, once a
firm favourite here at Watersheddings and he is in the sort
of form that makes him one of the best scrum halves in the
British game. He also has men around him of such calibre
as Great Britain full back Graham Steadman, Lee Crooks,
Tavara Nikau and another former Oldham player Tony
‘Morrison to name but a few. So with your vocal support and
the players giving 100%, let us see if we can get the right
result.

Enjoy the game

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY
WILSON SPORTS TROPHIES, LEES ROAD, OLDHAM
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HYDE PRECISION COMPONENTS LTD

For all types of sub-contract machining
- especially C.N.C. turning and milling.

"The ones who have never knocked on"
Best wishes to Oldham for the season.

Tel: 061-368 3446

WAR GAMES

THE RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP. LIVE ONLY ON SKY SPORTS.

Watch the battle for the Rughy League ,//
Championship live on Sky Sports i
every Friday evening. ;

You'll see all the action, you'll gvl,,/"

/
/
/
/
’
/

OFF ANY

SATELLITE SYSTEM
WHEN YOU REDEEM THIS VOUCHER AT
COLORVISION STORES NATIONWIDE

all the in-depth analysis.
Because when it comes to
covering all the sponing s '
action, you'll find that
Sky Sportsisina /

i 7/
different league. ,/
7/
7/

ash goods or gua

& COLORVISION



AS AT 2nd NOVEMBER, 1992

1992 APPEARANCES & SCORERS
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BACK PAGES

by MICHIAET. TURNER

It appears that the team will soon (if not already) be once again wearing our traditional red and white
hooped shirts,possibly with some slight variation to give them a more up to date appearance.

I personally welcome this move as I consider it important that the club has a recognizable identity, hope-
fully the change will also incorporate our traditional navy blue shorts.

It does seem that the younger supporters prefer to have a change of shirt from time to time, so if we can
come up with slight modifications on our established design from time to time, perhaps the traditional-
ists, the fashion concious and most of all the club treasurer will all be kept happy.

I have mentioned before in this column that Oldham originally played in amber and black and switched
to red and white upon moving to Watersheddings in 1889. The hoops in those days were somewhat thin-
ner than what was to become our established kit from the early 1900's right up to the mid 1970s when
an irregular hoop (like Hull) was used, also in this period we switched to white shorts, but we never
looked right in this kit and by the early 80's the traditional shirts and shorts were once again the order
of the day.

The second or “away” kit, as it is now called was usually blue and white hoops, however, as is illustrated
in todays photo, all white shirts were also often used. Indeed the 3 successive Lancs Cup victories in the
1950's saw Oldham wearing the white shirts each time.

Photo Feature (Courtesy of
the Oldham Evening
Chronicle) It is interesting to
note that up until about 10
years ago in Rugby League
the home team would
always be the side to
change strip if there was a
colour clash.

This is the case in todays
photo taken at
Watersheddings on April
6th, 1963 during the 3rd
round cup tie against
Wigan. The Oldham players
round the ball are Trevor
Simms, Peter Smethurst
and Johnny Noon, In the
immediate background are
Wigan legends, Eric Ashton
and Billy Boston.

J

MIDAZPORTS

NEW MARKET HALL, WARRINGTON STREET
OLDHAM ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE
Tel: 061-678 6199 Tel: 061-344 0550

RUGBY LEAGUE SPECIALISTS

FOR THE SUPPORTER FOR THE PLAYER
ET GT. BRITAIN HOME & AWAY HEADGUARDS
=T AUSTRALIA HOME & AWAY MOUTHGUARDS

M= | EEDS & WIDNES HOME & AWAY
WIGAN HOME & AWAY
PLUS REGULAR TEAMS INC. OLDHAM

SHOULDER PADS
FOREARM PROTECTORS
SHIRTS - SHORTS - SOCKS
NEOPRENE SUPPORTS
BOOTS - STUDS

AUSTRALIAN N.S.W. SHIRTS

PENRITH, NORTHS, BALMAIN, EASTS,
CANBERRA, NEWCASTLE, CANTERBURY,
BRISBANE, PARAMATTA PLUS

[T QUEENSLAND STATE OF ORIGIN FULL TEAM KITS AVAILABLE:

SHIRTS UMBRO - HALBRO - ELLGREN

WE ALSO STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF SPORTS CLOTHING, FOOTWEAR & EQUIPMENT

I am currently researching for a book covering the complete playing records
and history of OLDHAM RLFC. If anyone has any old material connected
with the club (photos, programmes etc) I would be very interested in viewing
such items. Please contact: Michael Turner, 158 Balfour Street, Oldham
OL4 1INS. Tel: 061-620 6005
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QUIZ

HALF-TIME TEASERS

. Which team play at the Recreation Ground?

- Who was the first winner of the Lance Todd Trophy?

. Who captained the first touring team to Australia in 1910?

- Who are the current holders of the Regal Trophy?

In what year was the Challenge Cup Final first played at Wembley?
Which ground staged this years Yorkshire Cup Final?

Which team are nicknamed the "Loiners"?

Who are the current World Club Champions?

- IN what season did Oldham last reach the Lancashire Cup Final?

. IN what year did the Sydney Cricket Ground cease to be a venue for Anglo-Australian Test
Matches?

V861
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Call cost 36p/minute cheap; 48p/minute other times (Prices correct at time of going to press). Clubcall, 1-9 Downham Road, London N1

FIRST WITH ALL THE NEWS & VIEWS
REPORTS 24 HOURS A DAY, 365 DAYS A YEAR
UP-TO-THE-MINUTE INFORMATION
FIXTURES, TICKET AVAILABILITY, FEATURES AND MATCH REPORTS
ALL THE INSIDE STORIES FROM WATERSHEDDINGS - UPDATED DAILY

QUOTE -

UNQUOTE

with CLUBCALLS GED MASON

Oldham, who last weekend went back to the top of the division after the
biggest win so far this season and Featherstone’s surprise defeat by
Huddersfield, return to cup action today against first division Castleford
with Mike Ford returning to Watersheddings. During the last few days we
have been looking ahead to todays cup tie, Mark Meadows said “it's a
game that Castleford will not be looking forward to, I would imagine they
would probably rather play a first division side as we have nothing to lose”.

Mark then went on to say “Castleford are a team that can run hot and
cold, let's hope they are cold when they come to Watersheddings”.

Iva Ropati is looking forward to coming up against first division Castleford,
“the cup tie will prove to us how much progress we are making and how
much we need to improve for next season”.

“Oldham always seem to play better against better opposition”. Next week-
end sees Oldham back in League action at Gilford Park and the long
journey to Cumbria, if you are not one of the Oldham supporters going to
Carlisle then you can follow the game on Clubcall.

I'll be going to Gilford Park, there will be reports next Sunday thru-out the
game every time the score changes we’ll have a fresh update.

Final word today goes to Tunksy, the squad has been stretched to the limit
over recent weeks, Peter has sympathy for Alliance Team coach John
Prince “with all the injuries over the past few weeks, John’s ‘A’ team has
been weakened and so results have not been what we could have hoped
for.”

Clubcall is your team talking everyday 24 hours a day, more and more
people have been trying Clubcall over the past few weeks, why not give us
a try. We have all the official news and interviews and every time you call
you are generating money for the club.
0898 12 - 15 - 80
See you next time
Ged Mason

0898 12 15 SO
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ROGER HALSTEAD looks at

REVIOUS EACOUNTER

Castleford, today's visitors in the first round of the
Regal Trophy, have not played at Watersheddings
since they were beaten 28-22 in a First Division game
on Wednesday evening, September 26, 1990. The
Oldham captain that night, Mike Ford, will be wear-

ing Cas colours today and the extent of the changes

that have taken place at Watersheddings are reflected
in the fact that, of the players on duty for Oldham
that night, only Tommy Martyn and Richard Russell are still on the books.
The teams lined up as follows:

OLDHAM: Platt, Francis, Martyn, Duane, Lord, Clark, Ford, Pyke, Russell,
Fieldhouse, McAlister, Round, Barrow. Subs: Fairbank, Donegan.
CASTLEFORD: Larder, Ellis, Irwin, Anderson, Plange, Steadman, Roebuck,
Crooks, Southernwood, Sampson, Battye, England, Hardy. Subs: Ketteridge
and A N Other.

Platt landed four goals for Oldham, whose tries were scored by Round (2),
Clark, Martyn and Francis, the latter making his debut and scoring the deci-
sive try in the pavilion corner with only 12 minutes left.

For Castleford, Plange (2), Irwin and Larder scored tries and Crooks scored
three goals.

Robin Whitfield was the referee and their was an attendance of 5, 101.
Oldham had a dreadful 20 minutes after half time when Castleford turned on
the football to level at 22-22 after trailing 22-10 at half-time.

Skipper Ford, then of Oldham, now of Cas, remarked afterwards: “Cas moved
up on us faster than any side I have ever played against. They also played the
ball exceptionally quickly themselves and that caught us out a few times in
defence.”

Two months later, at Wheldon Road, Castleford extracted revenge when they
beat Oldham 28-10 to inflict the Watersheddings team'’s third consecutive
First Division defeat. “Down again - Oldham’s slip is starting to show,
screamed the Chronicle headline.

Cas had only 12 men from the 33rd minute when full-back Paul Fletcher was
sent off for a high tackle on Tommy Martyn, but Oldham never looked like
making the extra man count. They created chances, only to throw them away.
Gary Hyde and Paul Lord scored the Oldham tries and Charlie McAlister
kicked a goal. For Cas, there were tries for Plange (3), Steadman and Anderson
and goals for Crooks (4).

CASTLEFORD: Fletcher, Ellis, Irwin, Anderson, Plange, Steadman, French,
Crooks, Beardmore, Sampson, England, Hardy, Joyner.

OLDHAM: Hyde, Francis, Martyn, Anderson, Lord, Clark. Ford, Fairbank,
Russell, Round, Duane, McAlister, Cogger. Subs: Irving, Allen.

Referee: Mr J E Smith (Halifax), Att: 5,974.
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THE
OTHER TEAM
TRYING FOR OLDHAM!

OLDHAM METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

We're trying for Oldham economically, environmentally, socially, educationally,
recreationally, culturally and in so many other ways.
Just as Oldham Rugby is trying for all its supporters and the people of Oldham.

Telephone inquiries about Council policies & activities to 061-678 4707.

Y.
S

A <
OLDHAM 5tto

Metropolitan Borough (]

s
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PHOTOS SUPPORTERS CLUB

OLDHAM v. SWINTON, 1ST NOVEMBER, 1992

Top: Youngster David Bradbury showing skill and strong running.

Bottom: It's a pushover for Big Mark Sheals.

We extend a warm welcome to all our riends and supporters from Castleford with a special welcome to our former captain Mike Ford on his first visit
back to Watersheddings.

Membership

Membership of the Supporters Club s still open at just £2.00 for its season. join now and take advantage of the 5% discount on all items in the Club
Shop. plus discounted travel on the Supporters Club coaches to all away matches. Membership forms and further information from the Club Shop.

Away Matches
Seats for the coach to Carlisle on the 15th November can be hooked at the Club Shop during the day or by telephone on 665 1832 any evening.
Programme Fair

The Rugby League Collectors Federation are holding a programme and memorabilia fair at the “Sheddings” club on Saturday. 21st November between
11.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m.

The Supporters Club will be having a stall to sell off some old programmes with all proceeds going to the familv of the late Joe Gallagher. the former
Supporters Club Official and Junior Red organiser who died tragically last May.

Xmas Eve

The Supporters Club are again organising the popular Xmas Eve Family Disco in the Sheddings Club on 24th December. with tickets priced at £3.00
for adults and £2.00 for children up to the age of15. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Visit Father Christmas with gifts to all children up to the age of 11.

Orders for tickets to this very popular event can be booked at the Club Shop or by phoning 665 1832.

Club Shop

In addition to the items detailed below we have linked together various items for xmas presents such as lowel/soap toothbrush holders at £6.50. bob-
ble hat/scarf at £6.94. Many other combinations available on request. Oldham R.L. Clocks at £9.95 each.

Junior Reds

For the Junior Supporter why not join the Junior Reds at only £2.00 and receive the same discounts as the adults. The second Newsletter has now
been sent to all current members and the winners of the quiz from the first newsletter were Andrew Warburton and Karen Cooper. Congratulations to
those two Juniors so get your entries in for the second quiz and it could be you lucky day. For membership forms and further information contact
Sue on 681 3397.

Congratulations to the 31 Junior Reds who completed the Sponsored walk round the pitch prior to the Swinton game. Thanks to Tommy Martyn for
his support and presentation of the Medals and Certificates.

The trip to the Blackpool lluminations was enjoyed by all who went including Iva Ropati and Tiny Solomma and Family.

SHOP PRICE LIST

SHIRT NUMBERS 99P 99P
CAR RO ANDE £5.00
R.L. TRIOS CARD GAME £1.00
AUTOGRAPHED RUGBY BALLS £10.50 £10.50

£5.00

B, MINI RUGBY BAl
SOFT COLLAR HEADBANDS/WRISTBANDS
QUARTE |

CREW NE

£1.75
£1.50
£1.60

S DRINKING CUP
P BAG
-IN-ONE SUIT

TOOTH £4.50
SOA 5 £12.50
CASE £1.50 £1.50

£9.95

£0.25
LIGHTERS £2.00
TRACKSUIT £12.50

£2.50

£3.99

£2.50

£2.00 £2.00 AR

£2.99 £2.99 "HILDRENS
2.00

LEATHER GOODS

ET HOLDERS
' GROS
KIT CAR HANGERS
I 3R]

R STICKE! .
SEW-ON BADGES £1.00 £1.00

CHILDRENS PURSE £1550

St
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