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Healthier.
Fitter.

Seton Healthcare Group plc, an established and
growing force in the healthcare, sportand leisure
markets, has an outstanding track record.

A policy of continual reinvestment and
acquisition to develop and expand the product
portfolio has ensured healthy sustained and
profitable growth, making the Group fitter
than ever for the challenges of the future.

&& Seton
G Healthcare Group plc

SETON HEALTHCARE GROUP plc, TUBITON HOUSE, OLDHAM OL1 3HS, ENGLAND. *
TELEPHONE: 061-652 2222. TELEX: 669956 (SETON G). FAX: 061-626 9090

HOLROYD
Skip Hire Ltd.

DIGGER & TRACKED
MACHINE HIRE

YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN
WASTE REMOVAL

TELEPHONE:

061-624 1118 OR 061-624 1311

EVENINGS/FAX:

061-624 1171

LITTLE END FARM, MOORSIDE, OLDHAM.

 SIMPLY THE BEST

No. 5 - FRANK PITCHFORD

Today the featured player in our "Simply the
Best" spot, is the genial scrum half from the
1950's, namely, FRANK PITCHFORD.

Frank came to Oldham from the St. Joseph's
amateur club in his home town of Leigh, with
Salford and Swinton also interested, Oldham did
well to secure his services and he signed in time
for the start of the 1952-53 season making his
debut in the senior side in the match at Liverpool
on Boxing Day, 1952.

Although on the field Frank appeared to be quite
a diminutive figure, what he lacked in height and
weight, he more than made up for with pace and ingenuity.

Always alert to gaps in the defence of the opposition, he was most dan-
gerous when taking the ball direct from the scrumclose to the
opponents' try-line, where any slackness would be punished by anoth-
er Pitchford try for the "Roughyeds".

A County and International player, Frank toured Australia and New
Zealand in 1958.

In all he gave Oldham 10 years outstanding service before moving on to
Wigan in 1962. In his time at Watersheddings he notched up over 300
senior appearances, scoring over 100 tries along the way.

Always ready to acknowledge the part played in his Rugby development
by the likes of Frank Stirrup and Bryn Goldswain, Frank Pitchford,
who sadly died last year, remains one of the finest scrum halves ever to
play for Oldham RLFC.



OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

CLUB HONOURS o0 chasman

John Chadwick, Tom Patterson
Mike Winterbottom, Ian Carr
General Manager: T. Donovan
Hon Doctors:

Dr. 1. Crook, Dr. D. Atherton
Runners-up: Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, Physiotherapists: Mr. N. Hodgson
1954-55 geees Mr. A. Bonnelle (Adviser) L
First Division Champions: @ . Assistant Physiotherapist:
1904-05 Peee || 8 Mr. J. Watkins ' S
Second Division Champions‘ ; { Hon.ﬁSec:etary Mr. F. Howarth, B.A.
1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88 | £ 5Oy Poteg Lankgiioul

Assistant Coach: Eric Fitzslmons
%‘i‘ggzrls‘e‘g“e Challenge Cup. "‘A! Team Coach: John Prince

'Youth Development Officer:
1898-99,1924-25, 1926-27 S § Tan McCorquodale
Runners-up:

“ | Honm. Consultant 7
1906-07, 1911-1912, 1923- 24 1925 26: Orthopaedic urgeons. Mr H Thompson Mr. D. Walker
Lancashire Cup Winners. A

Safety Officer: Roger Norris
1907-08, 1910-11, 1913 14,,1919-20,

Rugby League Championehip Play-off
Winners:
1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

Official Timekeeper: Mr. J. Roscoe
1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57, 1957 58, ‘ Club Records:
1958-59 Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool Clty April, 1959
Runners-up: 3 ~Record Defeat: 11 67 by Hull K.R., September,

N e
550 196667 1960 gg }Sﬁé §§ | ‘Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield,
1989-90 ; 24 February, 1912 e

Lancashire Championship wme,s. Record Receipts: £37,505.50 v Wigan,

5th October, 1989
}gg;_gg 1909-10, 192122, 195G8 % Nic ol franbter Fob Biltd: K707000 to

‘Halifax for Tony Anderson, March 1990

Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries,
1921-22 season

Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley,

224 goals, 1957-58 season

Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points

Runners-up:
1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,
1923 -24, 1954-55

Lancashire Shield Winners:
1975-76, 1979-80

Colts Premiership Trophy: v Liverpool City, April 1959
1979-80 First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge
Second Division Premiership: Highest Number of Points Scored: Bernard
1987-88, 1989-90 Ganley; 2681

; Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685
Wigen Sevens Winiers: Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233

1991-92 Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182
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Club Sponsor:
CASTLEMAINE XXXX
Executive Match and Man of the Match Sponsor:
DATUM BUILDING SUPPLIES
Ground Sponsor:

C.I. POWER
. -/

FROM the
BOARDROOM

by
CHAIRMAN JAMES QUINN

I THINK we can look forward to one of our best crowds of the season and
one of the best matches too. There is always something special ahout a
derby between Oldham and Rochdale Hornets on Boxing Day and today
will be no exception, because both clubs are striving hard to win promo-
tion to the First Division.

The eight-club Second Division is more competitive than ever and at this

half-way stage of the season, we are not even sure whether two clubs, three clubs or even four clubs will be
going up.

We think the most likely outcome of the crucial RL Council meeting next month will be a system of one down
and three up, but we cannot rely on that. It could still be only two up and clubs like ourselves and Featherstone
would ignore, at our peril, the challenge from Rochdale, Huddersfield or even London Crusaders.

It is going to be a crucial battle right to the end as we look forward to a New Year - a year that will be very
important for Rugby League and for the Oldham club - I would like to remind all our fans how much we appreci-
ate their support and how much we rely on their backing in so many ways.

We will need that support more than ever over the course of the next four or five months, as we bid for promo-
tion, the aim for the championship and set out our style to finish off at Old Trafford in mid-May.

We haven't even included the Silk Cut Challenge Cup in that, so you can see there is a lot to look forward to and
a lot of challenges in which the players will welcome your loyal support. I have said it before, but I want to
stress again: big vocal support at any match can make a big difference to how the players feel and respond.

Weather and training facilities also make a difference. It is difficult to recall one training session since early
Autumn, which has not been carried out in a downpour and eventually that sort of weather is bound to put
something of a damper on things.

Our indoor facilities are very limited and we have been unable to use the centre of the dog track because it
would have to be floodlit and it would be silly to invest money into a project like that when it is currently up for
sale.

The dog -track lights only floodlight the track - not the area in the middle - and they would be no use at all for
training purposes in the middle.

The training pitch had to go to ease our difficult financial position, so it has not been an easy time for coaching
staff and players these last few months.

To try and make things a little easier, we have made arrangements for the first team squad to use indoor facili-
ties at a local school on Wednesday nights for the rest of the winter and we hope this will be of some benefit to
coaching staff and players.

In short, a lot of people-are working very hard at Watersheddings to keep the club afloat in a difficult period and
I want to say what a tremendous lead is being set by members of the Supporters’ Club.

They are doing an amazing job behind the scenes and at the time of writing, they had promised to make a con-
tribution out of their funds to our cash-flow problem. We will also be meeting them soon to try and find a way
of easing our overall money problem with a contribution from the Souvenir Shop.

Today's game, of course, is the last of 1992 at Watersheddings and as we look forward to ‘93, I hope we can look
forward to better times for our club and the creation of a formula that will enable us to pull clear of our current
cash difficulties and establish a base from which we ¢can move on to bigger and better things.

Good luck to you all in ‘93 - and may Oldham R.L. Club enjoy the good fortune it deserves.

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY JENKINSON & CO.,
ACCOUNTANTS, 6A LORD STREET, OLDHAM.
TEL: 061-624 2550



LITTLEMOOR
MILL CARPETS
Littlemoor Lane

Oldham
(off Ripponden Road)

FITTED

CARPET
SPECIALISTS

Fitted by experts
within 7 days

Ring for
FREE QUOTATION
061-620 9866

Our BED CENTRE
always has a big
range in stock - call
in and see

OGEEN
PARTINGTON

CERTIFIED
ACCOUNTANT

D.J.TAYLOR,EC.CA.
15 Queen Street
Oldham OL1 1RD

Telephone:
061-624 1177

OPEN 6 DAYS

ROUGH'YEDS

become

SMART'YEDS
HEADHUNTERS

Professional Hairdressing
138-140 Ashton Road,
Oldham
Tel: 061-624 2984
also at

Moston and Bolton

Payne’s
CONFECTIONERS
1D

73 Lees Road
Oldham
624 7391

Bakery
Produce

"FRESH
DAILY

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM
Coach Proprietors and Funeral Directors

Tel: 624 4301/624 9116
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A family business
that

looks after your
family’s needs . . .

BEE
FAMILY
FINANCE

If you require credit for
*Household Goods
*Carpets

*Furniture

TV 's

*Car Repairs etc.
JUST CALL IN AT THE

BEE
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE

*We can also arrange
credit
facilities for leading
fashion shops
in Oldham and
Manchester.

061-624 9908
21 Retiro Street,
Oidham

* WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST *

Your Hosts
Stephen and
Pauline Wilde

Welcome You to

The
Clarence
Hotel

Greenfield

m]
Bar Meals -
Breakfasts and
Small Parties etc.

m)

Telephone045
7 872319

The

Village
Manor
Restaurant

N
N

HIGH STREET
UPPERMILL
SADDLEWORTH

N
7N

Telephone:
0457 873944

or
061-624 6056

NIGHTCLUB

¥l

OLDHAM'’S
FOREMOST
FREEHOUSE

Meals alwa

available

17/21 Mumps,
Oldham
Tel: 061-620 9566




= For all your team's
medical
requirements, eg.
first aid, sports
supports,
strappings &
medical bags etc.

. = Contact Procare

on 061 678 0233 :
for a full = Suppliers to all
catalogue professional and

amateur clubs

E'VE CURED HEADACHES
FOR THE li?uauves

AR Manufacturers of upholstery

Eé fillings for over a century, Platt &

~ | Hill make foam and fibre fillings
ej ‘ of the highest quality right here

in Oldham.

So reliable are our products,
that Oldham RLFC have selected
them to cushion the uprights of
their goal posts.

In a way, you see, we've
prevented headaches all round!

PLATT & HILL
= FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS
| ﬁ)ﬂ% | FIBRE FILLINGS DIVISION;

.- Belgrave Mill, Keswick Avenue,

"= ~OIdham, Lancs OL8 2L.Z.

s, GG Tel: 061-626 4638.Telex: 669550.
] Fax: 061-627 3265.

OMMERCIAL CORNER

IS SPONSORED BY
THE SHEPHERDS BOY, HUDDDERSFIELD ROAD, OLDHAM
BECKS BEERS & HOME COOKED FOOD

THE WORLD'S BEST NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS
1. STOP SMOKING.
2. DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE.
3. DON'T DO DRUGS.
4. JOIN LIFELINE AND CASHLINE.
Oldham Rugby’s Lifeline and Cashline draws are real winners.
The very best prizes on offer in Rugby League are available to our members.
At our next home game, versus Bramley on January 10th,
we will be making our Lifeline Super Jackpot Draw for £10,000.
Make a resolution now that, in 1993, you will join Lifeline and Cashline.
Phone:
PETER YOUNG, JOHN WATKINS or JUDY CAMPBELL
061-624 4865

BE A BIG BOXING DAY WINNER
Available before today’s game from our Matchday Sellers
are tickets for our Shareholders Christmas Draw.

We will be making the Draw at half time and we are offering Prizes of £500, £200°and £100.
Tickets only cost 25p each, so buy as many as you can and this could turn out to be a
Christmas Cracker of a day for you.

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR

PETER JOHN and JUDY
Wish all Supporters, Sponsors, Advertisers and Programme Readers a very, very
Happy and Healthy 1993.

LIFELINE WINNERS WEEK No. 9
£1,000 - 0878 B. SWEENEY and A. DAVIS, c/o Newfoil Machines.
£50 - 1001 L. HILTON, c/o Ascroft Court.

Special Prize: Stereo Radio Cassette, 1856 MARK GILLAN, c/o Openshaw.

CASHLINE WINNERS WEEK No. 97

SUPER BONUS £500 - H2767 J.FLETCHER, (Agent 260, Centurian)
Monday £100 - G6379 J. HARRISON (Agent 295, N. Foster)
Tuesday £100 - D4888 D. WILDE (Agent 057, The Welcome)
Wednesday £100 - C8467 M. FOX (Agent 226, Mrs. Bardsley)
Thursday £100 - N5773 P. KENYON (Agent 166, Duke of York)
Friday £100 - MO804 T. CARTER (Agent 315, Kenways)

Saturday £100 - F0164 M. ROBERTS (Agent 010, K & R Guiney)
Sunday £100 - C1451 G. PARRINELLO (Agent 040, Lamba News)

AGENT’S FREE WEEKLY DRAW FOR £50
Agent 172 (Shaws News)
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ct.3-M6

“we’re only 30 minutes away”

Per 100 ysep caps
in stock — always

DEALER
51 BARTON ROAD, URMSTON

Tel: 061-747 054
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Coach: STAN GITTINS: Grade One Coaching Certificate hold-
er, who has served under some of the best Coaches in the
game. Spells in charge at Blackpool Borough, Springfield
Borough and Chorley were followed by a period as A-team
coach at Leigh. Stan started his career as a player in 1967
with Batley before moving to Swinton in 1971. His playing
days ended after two serious shoulder injuries in 1973. He
gained Great Britain U-24 honours in 1969-70. A quiet man,
one of the new generation of young coaches.

MIKE KUITIL: Fresh from two substitute appearances for New
Zealand against Great Britain on this year's Lions' Tour, Mike
started this season as Assistant Coach and on-field boss. In
his second stint at Hornets, Mike has a wealth of experience
under his belt after coming over as a young unknown second
row forward in 1985. He made his mark with some fierce tack-
ling and devastating running in an all too brief stay. A period
at Swinton was followed by International honours and a couple
of seasons at Leeds. The last season saw him regain his
International place and as such is our only current
International player.

BRETT CLARK: Signed last season from near neighbours
Oldham, this popular Aussie delighted the Hornets' fans with
his style of play. Coach, Stan Gittins sees Brett as the man to
make Hornets tick with his vision and passing skills. He has a
wealth of experience having played with St. George in the
Winfield Cup and with St. Helens before his time at Oldham.
CAVILL HEUGH: Hornets' recent signing from Leeds after a
long chase, links up again with his former team mate Mike
Kuiti. A powerful, classy second rower or prop who can also
slot goals was seen as the ideal man to do a job at Hornets and
so the negotiations were allowed to carry on for three months.
DAVID WEBSTER: The signing of the (then) current G.B.
Amateur International full back caused a stir when David
signed from Wigan St. Maries. Much sought after in his teens,
David played for G.B. Students, and England Students in the
Student World Cup. David combines strong tackling and a
willingness to "hit the ball up" out of defence to make him one
of the best young full backs in the Second Division.

MIKE STEWART: Signed from Blackpool Gladiators at the
start of the season in a swop deal which also brought his team
mate Paul Reynolds to Hornets. Mike is a tall powerfully built
centre or winger with a good turn of speed and a strong
defence.

PAUL REYNOLDS: Young, nippy centre from Warrington who

started his career at top Amateur club Crosfields before mov-
ing to Trafford Borough. A good pair of hands and a
devastating side step make Paul a good acquisition.

CLIFF ECCLES: Young second rower bought from Trafford at
the start of last season. Cliff has played most of his Hornets'
career as a prop and has shown an appetite for the hard work
associated with that position.

MATT CALLAND: Starting his second season following his
signing from Oldham St. Annes, made the step up from A Team
player to First Team player at the start of last season after
some impressive displays for Kev Lowe's A team. Signed as a
centre, Matt turned in some powerful performances on the
wing where his no-nonsense approach brought him tries from
unlikely situations.

STEVE GARTLAND: To start a first team career playing
against two of the finest scrum halves in the world either
makes a good player or destroys him. Steve came through this
period and in two years has proved to a cempetent performer.
A good defensive player who can also sniff out a try.

BOB MARSDEN: Player of the Season last year and a very pop-
ular choice, Bob played all season in the unfamiliar role of
prop forward and turned in some sterling performances. A
strong and powerful runner who plays well above his weight. In
his third season after joining from Oldham.

DARREN ABRAM: Signed partway through the Division cam-
paign from Trafford Borough, Darren quickly became a popular
member of Hornets' team. A pacy player with a breath-taking
side-step off either foot has seen him beat some of the best full-
backs in the game. Hornets' top try scorer for the last two
seasons, finishing with 24 last year.

TONY HUMPHRIES: A very popular player with the fans, who
has turned in some superb performances. A former Lancashire
player in his Warrington days, Tony powers his way through a
great deal of work in a match both in attack and defence.
SIMON BAMBER: Has his best ever season in Hornets' colours
last term. A strong runner and defender, Simon shows a good
turn of pace when in the clear and is very difficult to stop close
to the line.

MARTIN KAY: Signed from Oldham St. Annes U-19 team two
seasons ago and features mainly in the A team.

MARTIN HALL: A busy little player with a surprising turn of
speed, good in defence and around the ruck.

THIS PAGE IS SPONSORED BY JENKINSON &. CO.,
ACCOUNTANTS, 6A LORD STREET, OLDHAM.






