BEAZER HOMES
Building Throughout

Giving You Pride Of Place

@ BEVERLEY (0482) 866912 2, 3, AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
® DEWSBURY (0924) 463098 2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOUSES
® BAWTRY, DONCASTER (0302) 711413 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
® BESSACARR, DONCASTER (0302) 371779 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
©® CUSWORTH, DONCASTER (0302) 781592 2, 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
® FIXBY, HUDDERSFIELD (0484) 428915 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOMES
©® HECKMONDWIKE (0924) 412264 2, 3, AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
@ KNARESBOROUGH (0423) 860489 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES
©® NORTHALLERTON (0609) 779919 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOMES
® OULTON, LEEDS (0532) 824394 2, 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES

® ROTHWELL, LEEDS (0532) 824025 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES

® SCUNTHORPE (0742) 280472 2,3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES 'v » Main Sponsors| |

@ SHELF, BRADFORD (0274) 690276 2, 3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOUSES

From 2 bedroom Bungalows

to 4 bedroom Houses

STONES
BITTER

BEAZER HOMES (YORKSHIRE) LTD

Beazer House, Kirk Sandall Industrial Estate, Doncaster, South Yorkshire. DN3 1QP.
Telephone (0302) 883141
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FEATHERSTONE
'ROVERS RLFC

SEASON 199293

Founded: 1902 Reformed: 1908
Elected to NR FL: June 1921

. Ground:
Post Office Road, Featherstone
Telephone: Pontefract 702386

Colours:
Navy, Tangerine and White Jerseys
. Navy Shorts

Patron: G. Lofthouse, MIPM, JP, MP,
~ Deputy Speaker — House of Commons

President: R. Ashby
Chairman: E. Gardner
~ Vice Chairman: D. Hunt

Committee Members:
M. Ashby, R. Hinchcliffe, S. Wagner,
. J. Hill, T. Mullaney

~ Secretary: T. Jones
Team Manager: Steve Martin

Assistant Coaches:
Terry Hudson, Peter Bell

Academy Coach: G. Beale

Medical Consultants:
Dt J. Rozendaal
Dr P. G. Gordon, MRCS, LRCP, DCH

Hon. Dental Surgeon:
J. G. Milne, B.Ch.D.

Club Photographers:
R Nunn, Chris Westwood, E. Lorriman
~ Videographer: P.Wroe
Timekeeper: R. Hinchcliffe
Programme Editor: T. Mullaney

Groundsman: F. Lavine

 Physiotherapists:
J. W. Williams, MCSP, D. Sharp

~ RL Representative: E. Gardner
RL Alliance Representative: D. Hunt
Life Members:
R. Ashby, R. Bailey, E. Gardner,
D. Hobbs, N. Hodgson, A. Holgate,

A. Jepson, A. Motris, T. M. Mullaney,
J. Reed, F. Williams, J. Williams

~ Programme Printers:
Wainwright & Lee (Printers) Ltd, Leeds.

Honours and Records

REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS

Great Britain:

T. Askin, C. Bibb, ]. Bridges, T. Clawson, M. Dixon,
C. Dooler, S. Evans, Deryck Fox, Don Fox, D.
Hobbs, G. Jordan, A. Morgan, S. Nash, P. Newlove,
P. Smith, J. Thompson

Great Britain U21s:
Deryck Fox, P. Lyman, C. Bibb, P. Newlove,
I. Smales, M. Pearson

Great Britain U24s:
K. Bell, S. Evans, D. Fennell, V. Farrar, M. Gibbins, ].
Gilbert, D. Hobbs, T. Ramshaw, P. Smith,
V. Thomas, J. Thompson, L. Tonks

England:
J. Bridges, M. Dixon, S. Evans, V. Farrar, ]. Hirst,
A. Morgan, J. Mullaney, P. Smith, R. Stone,
J.Thompson, A. Wood

Wales: P. Banner, H. Box

Tourists:
Deryck Fox, Chris Bibb, Ian Smales, Gary Cooper

John Jepson Memorial Trophy:
1991-92 Paul Newlove

RL Cup Winners: 1967, 1973, 1983
Runners Up: 1952, 1974
RL Championship Winners: 1977
Runners Up: 1928, 1976
RL Championship 2nd Division Winners: 1979-80
Runners Up: 1987-88
2nd Division Premiership Runners Up: 1987-88
Arrowfast Try Scoring Trophy Winners: 1980
Yorkshire Cup Winners: 1940, 1959

Runners Up:
1928, 1963, 1966, 1970, 1976, 1977, 1989

Yorkshire League Runners Up: 1928, 1962
YSC Cup Winners: 1946, 1974
Runners Up: 1955, 1960

YSC Shield Winners: 1946, 1962, 1972

GROUND RECORDS
RL Cup Attendance: 17,531 v St. Helens 1959
,700 v Leeds 1959

League Auendance:
14,990 v Wakeficld Trinity 1962

Yorkshire Cup Attendance: 10

“THE ROVER’

Latest News from Post Office Road

This afternoon, at Post Office Road, we are to witness the most important game of the season to
date in the Stones Bitter second division championship race.

Qur visitors, Oldham, are now the only obstacle in
the way of Rovers bringing the Championship trophy
to the club and the outcome of today’s encounter may
well determine its destiny. Both sides are now on level
league points having won 15 games each, but Rovers
have the advantage of a better scoring difference and
have also a game in hand on Oldham.

With those facts taken into account a victory for
the home side would certainly go a long way towards
securing the title. Whatever the outcome both sides
can take comfort from the fact they will be playing first
division rugby again next season as there is now a vir-
tually unassailable difference of twelve league points
between Oldham and third placed Rochdale Hornets.

Today’s match is the third league encounter of the
season between the two sides, Rovers having won
the previous two. The last meeting, at Post Office
Road, proved to be a tremendously exciting affair that
could have gone either way right up to the final hooter.
Oldham came up with their best performance of the
season and Rovers did well to take the spoils at the
end of the day by the narrow margin of 24 pts to 20.
However Rovers will need to be conscious of the fact
that ‘the Roughyeds’ have the current longest winning
run, in all divisions, of seven matches with six in the
Stones Bitter second division plus one in the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup from last Sunday when they defeated
London Crusaders.

But for some cruel luck in last weekend’s Chal-
lenge Cup tie against St Helens, Rovers could also
have boasted a similar success rate, having had six
straight consecutive wins prior to the cup game which
although resulting in defeat did realistically represent
a moral victory as the Rovers matched the Saints
stride for stride in a classic game of rugby league that
will be remembered for a long time for the sheer qual-
ity of football that was served up by both sides. Four
tries were scored by each team and at the end of it all,
with Rovers pressing hard on the Saints line, only an
extra Paul Loughlin goal took his side through to
round two.

In assessing last Sunday’s game the aspect that
undoubtedly cost Rovers the match was the massive
penalty count against them, which with fifteen minutes
to go totalled 2 for and 10 against which, taking into
account their conduct over the rest of this season, is
certainly uncharacteristic as Steve Martin has pro-
duced one of the most disciplined outfits for many a
year at Post Office Road.

One incident that has generated a good deal of
controversy and debate over the past week was when

lan Smales recovered a loose ball and ran off instead
of playing it. Viewing it on the video the referee could
be forgiven for making the decision to penalise lan
although no St Helens player does actually complete
the tackle. From the resultant penalty the Saints
scored six points when we would have had the ball.
Had that been the case then Rovers would be in the
second round. Referee Mr Cummings saw it differ-
ently — and that's fair enough — it was ‘50-50'.

What really ‘niggles’ is that two very similar inci-
dents took place in our previous home match against
Swinton and on both occasions the referee of the day,
Mr Kershaw, sent the player back a full ten yards to
the spot where he was supposedly tackled and was
told to play the ball! The writer of this column is of no
doubt that the consequence of this particular infringe-
ment was interpreted correctly by Mr Cummings, but
at the same time can't help thinking that if Mr Kershaw
had refereed the game then Rovers would have still
been in the Cup. The great game will never command
the credibility it deserves until anomalies such as this,
which confuse and irritate the paying public, are
removed.

PLAYERS
After sustaining a cut over an eye, which turned sep-
tic, in the recent game at London, Gary Rose is now fit
again and able to resume first team duty from today.
During the week Martin Pearson appeared to be
making good progress after the knee strain that side-
lined him during last Sunday’s epic cup tie against St
Helens. Hopes were reasonably high that in-form Mar-
tin would be fully recovered in time for today’s match.
Another player making good progress is Richard
Gunn who is now walking unaided, having had the
plaster removed from his broken ankle. The talented
hooker could surprise everyone by making a come-
back far sooner than anticipated if he continues to
progress at his present rate.

RE-ARRANGEMENT

During the week officials of the club were in discus-
sion with those of the London Crusaders with a view
to bringing forward our scheduled home game from
Friday 9th April to next Sunday afternoon.

The London club appeared to be keen to go
ahead with this suggestion but the Board of Directors
at Chapeltown Road had, at the time of writing, still to
ratify the rearrangement plans.

We hope to be able to confirm or otherwise to you
over the tannoy during the course of this afternoon’s
match.

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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Building Contractors and Barfitters

A Professional Service — Local or anywhere in the country

ALL TRADES FROM PLANS TO COMPLETION
NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL

Enquiries:
SteveWagner . . .. ....:co0000500 Pontefract 796460
DaveSmith . . . . . ... ... ... .. ..... Pontefract 796469 4
Supporting Featherstone Rovers all the time

WAR GAMES

THE RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP. LIVE ONLY ON SKY SPORTS.

Watch the battle for the Rugby League
Championship live on Sky Sports ,/"
every Friday evening. /
You'll see all the action, vou'll get,,/’

all the in-depth analysis. 7
Because when it comes to /,"
covering all the sporting ,/ £

action, you'll find that ,/

X *
Sky Sportsisina OFF ANY

s

different le-agu&.l/'l SATELLITE SYSTEM

% WHEN YOU REDEEM THIS VOUCHER AT
” COLORVISION STORES NATIONWIDE

COLORVISION “ ° > u “ m

Well ’ard, let’s hope Gary Rose is back
this week

pent is required to
s, Writt
from Sky

Sky Sports will be a

= In cash goods or guarantees
/ 3
British Sky Ere



'OLDHAM

A NEW FACE AT CHAPELTOWN RO’AD

Gordon Brittas was in exhalted mood. Laura and the rest of the
staff at the Whitbury Leisure Centre were even more excited.
People were turning up in their droves bearing badminton rac-
quets, wearing shell suits and expensive trainers. The pool was
full, and the receptionist’s children played happily in the foyer . .
. released from their sanctuary in the cupboards under the
counter. Mr. Brittas had broken the news the previous day and it
had made the headlines in the local paper that morning, hence
the happy throng taking full advantage of facilities they never
dared use or, had failed to take advantage of through their failure
to negotiate Gordon’s complex triplicate forms.

Gordon Brittas was leaving Whitbury to take up a new and
challenging post up North. The job was made for Gordon Brit-
tas. It had all started when the local Council appointed a Rugby
league Development officer based at the Leisure Centre. He was
responding well now to the tranquillisers and counselling.
Whilst waiting for the ambulance, he had told Gordon about
how, the sport was run; the constantly changing League struc-
ture, the near bankruptcy of many of the clubs, the bickering, the
cock ups, teams playing three games a week. The development
officer was only stopped from working himself into a frenzy by
an intravenous shot of something very soothing by a paramedic.

Brittas knew that he had to get himself involved in this sport
he and the majority of people in his part of the world had hardly
heard of. The interview went like a dream, the empathy total.
Gordon was to become the joint Chief Executive of the Rugby
League Football. Who better to see that the RFL’s schemes and
plans would be carried out to the letter? Whose imagination
would ensure that there would never be any shortage of new but
half baked ideas into the new century, should they make it that
far?

OK so there’s some bad stuff going down at the moment but
we don’t need to get too depressed (just depressed enough, Ed.)
There}s plenty of clouds hanging over other sports as well. The
loss of Aldershot and Maidstone from the Football League . . .
and the precarious positions of many others, including Premier
League clubs, The African National Congress has given the Rah
Rah boys permission to stage the so called Rugby World Cup
over there. The SARFU are very naive if they think that that’s
the end of the story. The ANC are now in a strong position, you
could say they have the South African Union by the . . . perhaps
we shouldn’t bring politics into sport not on a match day any-
way. Talking of South Africa, welcome to Jamie Bloem, who
has journeyed half way around te World almost to be a pro
Rugby league player . . . he looks like being a good 'un and we
wish him well. I saw a clip of the South Africa — Russia game
the other night, both sides look to have made giant strides. But
on the other hand things could be done better in Rugby league
couldn’t they. What’s the betting that the forthcoming GB —
France game is played in front of 4,000 at Headingley? When
they could pack out smaller grounds, or stage the game some-
where like Sheffield, a true development area and the scene of a
missed opportunity when the Aussies were over here. New
Zealand is a big growth area for Rugby League with a side join-
ing the Winfield Cup soon. Yes, the game is growing in some
places.The Kiwis will be here soon. Yes NZ Rugby League fans
are finding it impossible to book their Rugby league centred hol-
idays in which they will fill stadia and spend lots of money. I
wonder if the 10,000 or so British fans who went to Australia
last year had the same problems? You can go on and get deeper

into Gordon Brittas-land, but don’t bother for now because Old-
ham are back again for part three of what would be the Royal
Rumble or something in the WWF. I watched it the other night,
now that’s what I call sport. I think the wrestling boys have so
much to teach us, particularly with regards the rule, we should
some of them the next time the RFL feel like having another tin-
ker with them — in other words probably this weekend. I am
particularly fond of the bouts where more combatants enter the
ring all the time, until it’s full of writhing, sequinned bodies and
the last one left standing turns out the lights. This is the direction
that Rugby league should be going. Obviously a radical rethink
of team strips is required, although I’'m sure Ellgren could come
up with something suitable for Rovers in gold lamé and maybe
games could start with two players on the filed and gradually
add people until everyone in the ground is involved. Don’t
worry folks, I'm only kidding, we don’t do daft things in our
great game do we? As usual the game is likely to be tight and
the stakes are high. Both sides have kept winning but it”s been
Fev’s ability to win by bigger margins, with a defence which
knows where it is going at last, providing a platform for some
exciting and often ruthless attacking play. Today’s game, unless
it’s a draw, a not unlikely outcome, should render points differ-
ence temporarily irrelevant in terms of League placings, but
watch for everyone doing their sums again when it gets nearer
the end of the season, especially if Huddersfield keep upsetting
the applecart. Thank goodness Rovers have seen the last of this
excellent footballing side.

I read somewhere that Oldham are going to do some mega
rebuilding work at the Watersheddings. This worries me. Does
this mean the end of the double decker stand behind the sticks at
the far end? I hope not. This is a truly original piece of architec-
ture. If Chesterfield can have its crooked spire, Pisa its leaning
tower, Castleford . . . well just about everything, then Oldham
should retain this monument to the corrugated manufacturers
art. It should be declared a listed building, or should it be listing
building before it’s too late.

There is a good chance that when all this is done with and
we’ve played our quota of League games against each other,
that our paths will cross again this season. Not in the cup of
course, a competition which Rovers were eliminated from last
week . . . but what a way to go, never was the cliché ‘a moral
victory’, truer. Rovers and Oldham are more than likely to cross
swords in the Second Division Premierships at Old Trafford.

Peter Tunks has done a great job at Oldham, but he faces a
problem which Featherstone are going to have to confront them-
selves next season. This is strengthening the side for the rarefied
atmosphere of Division One. This doesn’t mean finding and
funding extra members of his squad . . . where are the good
players? — I know, in the Alliance and Academy sides but these
are long term prospects. Newly promoted sides need experi-
enced players to keep them competitive. There is also the
psychological and physiological aspect of playing in a more
intense, competitive league (yes I know the second division has
been competitive, but it’s not the same). Rovers’ two games
against Saints showed us that. The emotional charge of playing
and watching Rugby League at that level grabs you by your
throat and squeezes your adrenaline out if you, but you want
more and that’s why getting relegated is such a bummer. We’ve
seen some good competitive Rugby league in Division Two, but
it just doesn’t compare.

THE MAJOR SPONSOR OF RUGBY LEAGUE.
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LOOKING FOR A CHANGE/CHALLENGE!

The College has bases throughout the district and is
committed to providing quality training and education to
both individuals and to local companies.

New funding systems could mean that the type of training
yourequireis now free and a full record of your programme
success is given to you.

Why not try and tackle our courses. You might convert
your experience with our own great back up service.

Many of our courses attract awards or grants so you
could be assisted in your study.

We offer the following programmes for adult learners:

Wider Opportunities - free training in most practical/skilt
areas; " ‘

Access to Higher Education courses;
GCSE'S/ ‘A’ Levels; ‘

Advanced Courses (with flexible ehtry qualifications —
contact us you might be surprised) in the following:

Full Time ~ Media Studies; English; Hotel & Catering;
History; Computing; Mathematics; Engineering; Science;
Manufacturing Systems; Tourism; Export Management;
Business Studies; Recreation Management.

Part Time - Business Studies; Management Studies;
Law; Humanities; Counselling; Health/Care.

If you have any questions we would like to hear from
you. Please ring or write to:

- Advice & Information

Wakefield Centre ~ Tel. (0924) 370501

- Whitwood Centre - Tel. (0977) 554571

HemsworthCentre - Tel. (0977) 610585
Quote ‘FR’ when you contact us.

o Wakefield College, Margaret Street, Wakefield, WF1 2DH.

Wakefield College

realising potential

Blue &White

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS V OLDHAM
Sunday 7th February 1993

Have you all got your breath back
yet? | think I'm about recovered.
What an absolutely magnificent
game. Well done to all the lads who
put up such a great fight. | think
perhaps the whole team should go
down on your Man of the Match
forms.
Anyway, today it's back to the
League and a vital game for both
sides. We all know how much we
need and want these 2 points
today. A warm welcome to alll
young Roughyeds and may the
best team win,

X X )

COMPETITION
So far we have one entry for the
latest competition. Where are you,
all you budding rappers? Come on,
let’s hear you sing the Rovers’
praises. You have until the end of
the month - that’s an extension of
two weeks.

( X X

THE MAT RM

Keep on filling in your forms and
bring them with you to the Dome.
We’'ll collet them on the bus.
Anyone not going, then let us have
them and we’ll issue you with new
ones.

( X X J
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following
members who have birthdays this
month. If | happen to miss anybody

out please let me kndW.
5th Luke Ward
6th Adrian Tate
10th  Keith Glenn
13th  Christian McGuire
16th  Thomas Gowland
26th  Julie Merrick
27th  Adam Perry
28th  Steven Scott
Sarah Ann Batty
(X X
KENTUCKY DRAW
Lucky winner at the St Helens match
was No 34 Dale Potter. Enjoy your
meal Dale. Listen out for your
number at half time today.
( X X )

MASCOTS
Today’s lucky
mascot is
Gemma
Hopkinson.
Gemmais 10 and
attends Cobblers
Lane School in
Pontefract. Her
favourite player is
our wiry winter
lkram Butt. Gemma receives a £10
bank account courtesy of TSB
Featherstone. Enjoy your day

Gemma.

WE WANT YOU TO SAY YES

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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A PERSONAL SERVICE FOR THE SMALLER BUSINESS

PETER WRAY

FEV WORD (Accountancy Services)
RUGBY LEAGUE

BRAINSTORM 48 Wakefield Road, Ackworth
Telephone: 615301 or 611425

1. Which other English club has
Jamie Bloem payed for?

2 Which Divison One glus Telled Accountancy, Book-keeping, Taxation and VAT
to sign a South African last
month?

3. Whose team was Garry Peter Wray (Accountancy Services) is an Appointed Representative of Scottish
Schofield on in ‘Question of Widows, which is a member of LAUTRO, IMRO and UTA in relation to Life Assurance,
Sport’ last week? Pensions, Unit Trusts and Personal Equity Plans only.

4, From which club did
Wondngtorn sigh Dean fr’ BRADFORD&BINGLEY
Marwoed froms 8 5 u ' LD I NG SOCIETY

5. Pilc’rure Question: Name this
player

6. Which club signed him from Local Agent
Fev?

7. Which two Winfield Cup sides

QLU ES did Peter Tunks play for?

8. Which First Division player has "
Across 16. Sending off offence played for Oldham, Cas,
1. Kevin, Kerrod, Steve Wigan and Leigh?
6. Taekata or Platt Down 9. Which club did Des Andrew Rowle
perhaps 2. Diminutive Northern Drummond join Warrington Frontera S ecial)ilst Va UXha" Maln Dealer
7. Total crowds or scorer back from? P
8. Pat — Cumbrian fullback 3. Clawson maybe 10. What is Wakefield’s Women's c a Va I I e r
9. Gary got up 4. Dedicated trainer Rugby team called? F r 0 n t e ra
11. Huyton’s former park 5. Saints ex Robin (4,8)
12. Often dealt with by the 6. Hanley and Pele are this
physio gem
13. Bringing Steve Martin to  10. Kiwi brothers
Fev was one (5.4) 14. You need one to find
15. Not of the Rovers Powell Crystal Palace

Your Local Dealer For The Best leals

"del "l 'soJ| 0L ‘lJead "9 ‘ueAl|ins
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‘Buiyound ‘9L ‘Aoy ‘S| 'SAOW JBwWS "¢l ‘Aousbisawl ZL NV LI
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Master Hire Leasing
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piIoja[3SED 9 WOLSNIVdE 3NOV31 A8ONY Chantry Bridge, Doncaster Road, Wakefield. Tel. 0924 - 376771
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THE FEATHERSTONE ROVERS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR THEIR
VALUED SUPPORT THIS SEASON

INDIVIDUAL MATCH SPONSORS

Astro Roofing

M.A.N. Truck Bus Company
T. A. Morris Builders
Northern Upholstery
Raileys Solicitors

The Dining Room Centre
John Ransome Accountants
MacGay Ltd Property Developers
Tetleys Brewery

Barclays Bank plc

Miller Minning

DFS Oldham Ltd

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSORS

Davisons Meat, Pontefract

Rovers' Supporters (Featherstone Branch)
Featherstone Carpet and Furnishings
Raileys Solicitors

George Elliott and Associates

Carl Wain Dairyman

Councillor Peter Wroe

Rope Systems Barnsley Ltd

The Coffee Shop, Station Lane

Crimea Tavern, Castleford

Regal Tobacco

John Smiths Brewery

Blackmoor Head Inn

MATCH BALL SPONSORS

T. Corran

lan Fraser AMI

Peter Wray Accountant
Superdrive Castleford
Rope Systems Barnsley Ltd
John Raybould

Rovers Supporters (Featherstone Branch)
Abson Blaza

Railway Hotel

Steve Lingard Builder
Priory Rd Fish Shop

Mick Major Floorcoverings

British Coal Heating

Tim Stower and Partner

Tetley Brewery

Kamikaze Clothing, Castleford

BMB Pontefract

Hillcrest Surfacing

John Smiths Brewery

Yorkshire Rubber

lan Dransfield Newsagent
Featherstone Carpets and Furnishings
Green Lane Bakery

John Goodworth - Butcher ,

PROGRAMME SPONSORS |

Action Station

Jim Spencer

Wainwright and Lee Printers
Parkside Inn, Pontefract
Councillor Steve Vickers
Allied Dunbar

Featherstone Hotel

W. F. Wagner Builder
Fletchers Fisheries, Normanton
Wakefield College

Peter Wray Accountant
Kamikaze Clothing, Castleford
Jon Barrie Clothing Co.

Paul Jarvis

EXECUTIVE SPONSORS

Scriptomatic

Hewison and Nixon Solicitors
Lambarts Surveyors
Richard Evans

Tommy Howe

J. Milne, Club Dentist
Cariton Carpets, Castleford
Peter Wray Accountant

C. E. Ashton

British Coal Heating

Steve Lingard Builder
Barley Mow Hotel

FOR DETAILS OF SPONSORSHIP, PLEASE CONTACT STEVE WAGNER ON 0977 796460

SPITTIN
FEVVERS |

IAN CLAYTON

‘Super, Smashing Great, Look
at what you could have won!”

| have made a ritual out of being a
couch potato on Sunday evenings. |
walk home from the game, switch on
the television, plump up two of our
softest cushions and lie back on the
sofa to watch Bullseye, then the news
and sometimes I'm halfway through
Harry Secombe’s Highway before |
stir. On Sunday last, | trudged back
with heavy heart after Rovers’ pulse-
stopping show against St Helens.
Images of what I'd just seen played,
rewound and fast-forwarded through
my head like some kind of Jeremy
Beadle 'You've Been Framed’ on
amphetamines. | automatically
plumped my cushions, switched on
TV and laid out. After all you can’t
beat a bit o’ bully on a Sunday teatime.
A man from Sheffield thought the
Islets of Langerhans were in the North
Sea and a woman from Kidderminster
couldn’t throw darts for toffee. Images
of St Helens pinching the game
continued to whirr in my mind’s eye. A
man who was 6 foot 7 inch tall won
Bully's special prize. lan Smales was
penalised for nothing. And the time
was fast approaching when Jim
Bowen was going to say ‘Look at what
you . . .", except he didn't say it. He
didn't say it because the lads from
Sheffield won a holiday for four in

beautiful Barbados. | was thinking
what might have been had not St
Helens scored their last try, had not
the referee penalised lan Smales.
‘Look at what they could have . . .", but
then it doesn’t matter does it?
Featherstone Rovers won a lot of
friends on Sunday, they won a lot of
respect and also fostered a lot of
pride that some would claim has been
missing for a long time.

When | was a young lad living in
Mafeking Street | used to go to see an
old man on our row called Johnny
Hope. After every game | gave him my
report on who scored and who played
well. Every week he would tell me
about one great game from Rovers
history, the day when in 1906 we beat
Widnes in the second round of the
cup. He would then start to recite the
team of that day, ‘Jukes, Randall,
Higson, Kellett . . ." he croaked it out
almost tearfully. If | live to be S0, | will
find a young lad and ask him to come
and give me reports about Rovers
matches. And | will tell him about the
time when Featherstone Rovers
tackled like stags and attacked like
whirling dervishes against St Helens in
the first round of the cup in 1993.
‘Bibb, Butt, Manning, Newlove, Tuuta,
Smales . . . super, smashing, great.’

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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Kick off

fo a better
way of
banking

&)

Yorkshire Bank

Yorkshire Bank PLC 84 Station Lane, Featherstone, Pontefract WF7 5BB
Tel: (0977) 701546 Manager: George C D Zissler.

e As I See It...

What a marvellous cup match we wit-
nessed last Sunday. It brought back to me
memories of some of the greatest matches
played at Post Office Road. Such a splen-
did display by all our players really
deserved a draw - but it was not to be.
Beaten by the league leaders of the first
division augurs well for the future, even if
it was a ‘one off match. It was a whole-
hearted display by every player. However,
I thought it a disappointment that the
‘Man of the Match’ did not go to a home
player. The award received the reception
it deserved.

Having endured some undistinguished
matches, with little atmosphere, it was
wonderful to feel the pulsating aura of the
ground last week, and to see it nearing the
imposed capacity at long last.

I do believe that the cup-tie illustrated
how far we have come this season under
coach Steve martin. I think he has
impressed us all with his thoroughness
and attention to detail. When one thinks
back to that defeat at Rochdale in Sep-
tember, which was the first match he saw
the Rovers play, to the 2 point defeat
against St.Helens, the improvement has
been tremendous.

One of Steve’s pet ‘hates’ is giving away
needless penalties, and he is severe on any
player committing these. The biggest dif-
ference he has brought about is in
defence. Last season we were losing
matches although scoring something like
28 points. Whilst the defence has tight-
ened considerably, he has kept the tries
coming in a thrilling way.

As an individual, the improvement in
Martin Pearson, is considerable. I have
watched Martin through from the Alliance
side, where his class and ability were
always there to see. This season his tack-
ling has become one of his ‘strengths’. His
goal-kicking has never been in doubt,
being able to ‘stroke’ the ball beautifully.

His speed off the mark and eye for an
opening help to keep him among the lead-
ing points scorers in Rugby League. If he
had not been injured last Sunday would
the result have been different?

Another player who has improved his
game since joining Rovers is Owen Simp-
son. Always liable to score tries in up the
best of company, his defence has stepped
a gear or two as well.

Ikram Butt must be the busiest winger
playing to-day. With his roving commis-
sion he is likely to see appear on the
opposite wing, or taking the ball forward
from a defensive position. Little needs to
be said about Paul Newlove for his exper-
tise is there for all to see, and he improves
every year.

I thought Chris Bibb and Terry Man-
ning rose to the occasion in splendid
fashion against St.Helens, as did Brett
Daunt, whose confidence is improving
with every game.

I have left the forwards to last, because
their defence and attack matched the
League leaders in every department, one
cannot give higher praise than that, with
Brendon Tuuta the ‘jewel in the crown’,
what a performance Brendon. My ‘Man
of the Match’.

The coaching staff under Steve Martin
cannot be left out, well done. Keep up the
good work. We were relegated in freak cir-
cumstances, lets go up in a blaze of glory!

I feel the Club’s try scoring record of 31
in a season by Cyril Woolford in 1958-59
may fall this year. Paul Newlove is averag-
ing almost a try a match, and Owen
Simpson is hot on his heel. Both are in the
“Top Ten’ with 22 and 20 respectively.

Martin Pearson is fast approaching 200
points for the season, also in the ‘charts’
for goals with 71 and 14 tries.

Donald Hint

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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Hold On A Minutel

IAN CLAYTON TALKS TO THE FANS

| decided to get some reaction from fans
who saw the match last Sunday.

‘l was proud in defeat. In my view
Rovers had won the game apart
from when | read the papers the
next morning. In my heart of hearts,
there was no way | expected to
see what | saw. | bet St Helens
didn’t expect what they got either.
| had to change my mind radically
at half-time.’

Jack Addison

‘| was chuffed and very pleased to
witness what | saw. The crowd
reaction was magnificent in their
support. The noise in the last five
minutes was like nothing I've
heard. My most memorable game
apart from that was when Saints
refused to come out for the
second half on a frozen pitch a
few seasons back.’ lan Daley

| liked all the banter and crowd
reaction. | haven’t been to many
games, but that was certainly the
most exciting. It was certainly the
first game I've been to where |
found myself shouting and

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢

16

bawling. | just got swept along
with the whole atmosphere. The
eighty minutes flew by.”

Heather Parkinson

‘l didn’t go to the game because |
was studying. | had it on the radio,
but | could hear the cheering sat in
my house in Priory Road, above the
radio.’ Kay Doughty

‘The game was a credit to
Featherstone, to this town. It was
one of the finest games I've ever
seen. We were robbed. Five more
minutes . . . Andrew Smith

‘It was one of those games where
you come out and you can't get
your key into the car door. You're
shaking that much with excitement.
It was that memorable.’

Alan Walker

‘A game to live long in the
memory. The partisan crowd urged
their team on.’
Raymond Fletcher,
Yorkshire Post
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Aren’'t You ...
IVA ROPATI?
HE AIN’T IVA HE’S MY BROTHER

Have you noticed how nobody admits to ringing | Ropati family. Iva’s brother Tea played for Saints
up the club call? It's the equivalent of saying that | in. last weekend’s unforgettable game against
you watch Eldorado or read Barbara Cartland | Saints, and he’s arguably the best standoff playing
books. I once rang Rovers call up from the Isle of | in British Rugby League at the moment.
Arran, in the pathetic hope that we'd beaten As befits a sport which prides itself on its family
Widnes at Naughton Park. It was through the cub | image, there is a rich history of brothers playing in
call that I first learned that Rovers had signed Iva | Rugby League. We are closely familiar here with
Ropati. I'd seen Joe Ropati play loads of times and | the Fox brothers. How many kids in Featherstone
was well aware of the famous New Zealand | in the Fifties and Sixties were admonished by their
Rugby family. mams to eat their sprouts or they wouldn’t grow
Iva brought to the Rovers’ threequarter line | up to be like Don Fox? Never mind what hap-
something they had been traditionally been short | pened after he moved to Wakefield, Don Fox
of ... pace. Sure enough, despite one or two prob- played the best Rugby League of his career for
lems related to naivete and inexperience, Iva got | Featherstone Rovers in partnership with the great
himself amongst the tries. In particular I'll always | Joe Mullaney.
remember one he scored against Castleford, well Probably the best known brothers playing
you do don’t you? Uncharacteristically the pitch | Rugby League today are the Walters brothers,
was a swamp well worthy of anything they can | Kevin, Kerrod and Steve, who have been such
come up with at Crystal Palace and the wind bit | great players for Brisbane Broncos, Canberra
your face with teeth of dirty rain. It was glorious. | Raiders and their State and National sides and no
Despite this the ball fizzed along the Rovers linein | doubt we’ll be seeing plenty more of them in the
a simple yet graceful passing movement that | not too distant future. You never know, if The
defied the elements and which had Iva Ropati on | Aussies give Warrington, Widnes and Wigan the
the end of it. Wonderful. sack from the forthcoming tour itinerary because
Iva returned to of the World Sevens unpleasantness, then Rovers
New Zealand to | or Oldham might get a game against them.
complete his college From what I could discern at Fev’s last
studies. He returned encounter with Oldham, Iva has changed consid-
to Britain as a | erably since his days with Rovers. He looks to
Sheffield Eagles | have had a major attack of the upper body
player, but moved | strength syndrome and seems to be a better all
to Oldham in an | round player . . . there have been big improve-
exchange deal (all | ments on the game awareness front. Iva looks
deals are exchange | much more aggressive now, although I put this
deals these days) | down to his new Brooklyn Stevedore hairstyle, a
which took Charlie | bit like a cross between Elvis when he joined the
McCallister to Don | army and an extra from ‘On The Waterfront'.

Valley, where he I know that there are many more examples of
didn’t reign long | famous brothers in Rugby League, The Fairbanks,
before moving to | the Drakes, for instance . . . but you could g0 on
Whitehaven. forever. Meanwhile I think I'll have a few bob’s

This could be the worth on Rovers call, there isn’t a great deal else to

second time in a | do here on the Outer Hebrides in February. I won-

" week that we have | der what the greatest distance is that Rovers Call

‘Our Kid', Iva’s brother Tea. crossed swords has been consulted, not that I expect anyone to
Open Rugby with members of the | admit to it.

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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Carpet & Furnishings Limited

e GREAT CHOICE -
e GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY -
* GREAT PERSONAL SERVICE e«

Dining Room
Furniture, Wall
Units, Tables and
Chairs, Carpets
to suit all tastes
and all pockets.

Great Range of Beds and
Bedroom Furniture

Free Diéposa’l of your old Bed
Free Delivery on Local Areas

91/93 Station Lane, Featherstone, Pontefract

Telephone: Pontefract (0977) 708491

AND

BERICK UPHOLSTERY

For all types of seating
Hand-built 3-piece suites
Re-upholstery and contract seating

Telephone: (0977) 792787 /
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THE BOARD THE BOARD
Wishs To FEATHERSTONE ROVERS 'OLDHAM Wishes To
: ] L] . ' £3 |
SEASON’S MATCH Navy, Tangerine and White Jerseys, Navy Shorts Red and White Jerseys, Red Shorts SEASON’S MATCH
SPONSORS SPONSORS
1 CHRIS BIBB - Rope Systems (Full Back) WALLY GIBSON 1
LAM 2 IKRAM BUTT - feathersione Carpefs & Furnishings (R. Wing) JAMIE BLOEM 2 u“;r'lhern
. A. Morris olster
Builders 3 TERRY MANNING- Canning & Millard (R. Centre) GARY CHRISTIE 3 P l.'l'd y
Tel: 4 PAUL NEWLOVE - john Roybould, Pallets (L. Centre) STEVE WARBURTON 4 Adwick-le-
(0977) . Street
5 -I 2388 5 OWEN SIMPSON — john Ransome, Accountancy (L qug) SEAN TYRER 5 'I'el: (0302)
6 MARTIN PEARSON - J.0. Cable (Butchers) {Sfam:_& Off) TOMMY MARTIN 6 330365
7 BRETT DAUNT - Ross Travel (Scrum Half) STEVE KERRY 7
skr.l?'Y's 3 8 LEO CASEY - juiorbives White b (Open Side Prop) TINY SOLOMONA 8 g chl;uu T:i:Iey
olicitors |3 & ons Lt
Barnsley g 9 MARK WILSON - ko bty (Hooker) RICHARD RUSSELL 9 2 Leeds
Tel: o 10 WAYNE TAEKATA - Granile bcks«d  (Blind Side Prop) MARK SHEANS 10 2 Tel:
(0226) S § (0532)
733777 = 11 GARY PRICE - peter Wray (Accountancy) (Second ROW) BEN OLSEN 11 2 435282
§ 12 IAN SMALES -rovellers Rest, Purston (Second Row) - SHANE TUPAEA 12 ;:
N
B I i :?. 13 BRENDON TU“TA—-Ferry Cars, Ferrybridge (loose Forward) RICHARD PACNIUK 13 i '"| D' "
arciay’s € vinin
Bank |¥|¢ 14 MARTIN STRETT 14 Room Conlia
Pon;elfrad 15 | JOE GRAZIANO 15 V:efherbi
el: Arc
(0977) TEAM MANAGER: STEVE MARTIN ‘ TEAM MANAGER: PETER TUNKS g"'l’;; gy
702085 PROGRESSIVE SCORE Carr Croft
FEATHERSTONE ROVERS
OLDHAM
Referee: . y Nl:ahf_ch RB‘;I[! szppsor:d Mﬂ‘guy Lid
e | [ s e o] [ ] ST ] | Py &
M““ng 567 8 Mr D. Tucker - St Helens ((.:erise Flag) 56 7 8 56 7 8 Union c}i];'oggf_i ]goe4]4 s 5 6 7 8 Deve opmen'
Tel: Mr M. Haigh - Southport (Amber Flag) lan: Dranshiald i t 43 Stati conSUI'ﬂn'S
" 9101112 9101112 9101112 lon Dransiield Newsagent, 43 Station | ¢ 11917 15
(0924) . Lane, Featherstone. Tel: 0977- 791931 Pon'efru¢'
13141516 Crim':: ?;3:;?2;%’;?2: C'::ssﬁ;;ord 13141516 13141516 Programme Sponsor: 131215 1o
891516 171819 20 Tel: 0977-55868 117181920 171819 20 The: Forecaurt Fixitg Go 1k 1718 19 20 Te7|0!|°89373 7)




For ALL Your Print
Requirements

WAINWRIGHT
I3 B11pRINTERS. ..
LEAFLETS © BOOKLETS
POSTERS o ALL TYPES OF
STATIONERY AND MUCH
MUCH MORE
For Quality Work

and a Reliable Service
Call BRIAN or RALPH

(0532) 340598

UNIT 2 FAIRFIELD HOUSE
NEW CRAVEN GATE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

—————a

fA-la;
Simpson

Painter & Decorator

23 Charles Street,
Castleford WF10 4DZ
Telephone: Castleford 517133

Free Estimates

Painter & Decorator
Interior — Exterior
Also Coving

e L TS S

Shell Fish, Poultry
& Salads

TOWNSLEY’S

Sea Food Specialists

WHERE ONLY
THE BEST WILL DO

For High Class Fresh Fish,

Teal Street, Wakefield (Near Market Hall)

et
oz, - % pllore - e te e -

*.. And then, of course our commercial mortgages offer

truly competitive rates of interest.’

BARCLAYS BANK PLC,
PONTEFRACT BUSINESS CENTRE,
PO BOX 8,

5 MARKET PLACE,
PONTEFRACT,

WEST YORKSHIRE WF8 1AD.
TEL: 0977 702085.

+ YOU'RE
BETTER OFF

TALKING TO

Eﬁ BARCLAYS




_RESULTS CHART _

AWAY TEAM e =
K 5 =
P § g 3| .
g $ 3| 2
HOME TEAM 3 2 s g 3
BRAMLEY ?g-g 16-23 | 12-20 | 22-16
CARLISLE 14-46 | 20-25 | 24-12
21-32 | 16-12
FEATHERSTONE 40-10 | 24-20 18-6 ; :—g
18-12 | 424 | 15-34 || | 18-14 | 24-28 | 14-22 | 37-10
HUDD .
SEREMLD 3624 | 2024 | 19-12
LONDON C. 20-0 18-18 8-30 . 30-10 20-6
6-32 . 12-24 | 12-6
OLDHAM 36-0 38-14 4-24 6-17 27-12 1 47-22 16-8
40-2 28-12 | 566
ROCHDALE H. 29-22 | 26-18 | 26-22 25-16 | 20-21
62-22
6-11 10-44 16-6 | 12-18
SWINTON o 1218

STONES
BITTER

Next Home
Match

ROVERS
A4
LONDON
CRUSADERS

Sunday 14th
February 1993

Kick-Off

\ 3-30pm

~
STONES BITTER

CHAMPIONSHIP
DIVISION TWO
as at Tuesday 2nd February 1993

P W D L 15 A Pts

FEATHERSTONER 17 15 0 2 512 204 30
Oldham 18 15 0 3 501 264 30
Rochdale Hornets 17 9 0 8 354 346 18
Huddersfield 16 8 0 8 307 354 16
London C. 17 6 1 10 292 322 13
Bramley 18 6 1 11 257 393 13
Carlisle 16 4 2 10 267 379 10
Swinton 17 3 0 14 193 421 6
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FEATHERSTONE
ROVERS CLUB SHOP

94 STATION LANE, FEATHERSTONE
TELEPHONE: 0977-600319

Quality Rovers Leisurewear to suit all ages

REPLICA ITEMS

Home shirts (Adult)

Home shirts (Children)

Away shirts (Adult)

Away shirts (Children)

Rovers shellsuits (Adult)

Rovers shellsuits (Children)..£48. OO
Home shorts (Adult)

Home shorts (Children)

Away shorts (Adult)

Away shorts (Children)
LEISUREWEAR

‘Splash’ T-shirts

Polo shirts

On vacation T-shirts

Short sleeved sweatshirts
Grandad sweatshirts

Winter sweatshirts

(4 designs)

Dress shirts with crest

Club ties (2 designs) :
V-neck lambswool sweaters .£25.50
Rovers bomber jackets

Rovers bench coats

VIDEOS

Rovers tries 1991-92

Match videos

(2 games on one tape) £15.00

SOUVENIRS & NOVELTIES
Scarves (new colours)

Bob caps (new colours)
Baseball caps

Car pennants

Mini kits (Home & Away)
Rovers rugby ball (full size) ..£1 0 50
Rovers rugby ball (midi size) ..£6.50
Rovers rattles

Rovers coffee mugs

Rovers after shave

Rovers perfume

(Georgio Red fragrance)
Autograph books

Log books

Rovers pens

Rovers key rings

Rovers nuts

Rovers air fresheners
Rovers car stickers

Rovers tax disc holders
Rovers baby bibs

Rovers lapel badges

RL Challenge board game
Rovers clocks

Rovers money boxes
Greetings cards

Jdeal gtfts for all the fanuly

OPENING HOURS:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am - 4.30pm
Wednesday - Closed

Saturday 9am - 1pm

Also open until
5.30pm after
today’s match



Rope

Systems

Specialists in Wire Rope Installation and Maintenance

both in the U.K. and overseas.

Manufacture of rope slings and specialised fittings and

lifting equipment.

Industrial and Mining Training in all disciplines.

Contact: Peter Flavell

Gable End, Keresforth Road, Dodworth, Barnsley.

Telephone: 0226 731954
Fax: 0226 731955

Cushionfloor BARGAIN

% Stars In Their Eyes %

LOCAL RL YOUNGSTERS IN FOCUS

BARLA Cup 1st Round
Eastmoor 0 v Travellers U15s 70

Travellers swamped Eastmoor with an
outstanding display in gale force
conditions. Carrying on from last week,
Travs were never in trouble.

Chris Rooney opened the scoring and
other tries from David Spiers and Carl
Zacharow soon followed, all converted
by Mathew Grace. Non-stop attacking
rugby led to Lee Smith 2, John Wells 2,
Chris Rooney and Mathew Grace
crossing, two goals to Mathew Grace,
giving Travellers a 46-0 half-time lead.

All the reserves to the field in the
second half, but the referee called a halt
to the game after 10 minutes following
tries from Grace 2, Neil Emmerson,
Andrew Wray, and Richard Newlove with
2 more conversions from Grace. Travellers
will face more difficult games in later
rounds, but confidence is now sky high.
An outstanding all round performance
with special mention to Mathew Grace.

Kings Cross (Halifax) 36, Travellers
U11s 6

Travellers were never in the hunt in this
Yorkshire Junior First Division game.
Dominating from the start, the Halifax
side kept the scoreboard ticking over.
Travellers’ only reply was a try by Andy
MacNally, converted by himself.

This game is best forgotten and some
hard work will be needed to progress in
the forthcoming cup ties.

[ X X J
Kings Cross (Halifax) 4, Travellers U9s
48

Credit goes to all the Travellers squad
who played some tremendous rugby
under appalling conditions to run out
easy winners against the Halifax side.

Lingard 3, Isherwood 2, Beard, Spurr
and Jordan going over for tries with
Michael Bateman converting all eight.

Woodhead, Jordan, Lingard and Spurr
tackled strongly, and this victory keeps
them top of the First Division.

( X X J

soe Milford 26, Travellers U8s 28
Two tries in the last five minutes by
BARLA Cup 1st Round Gavin Beard gave Travellers a good win
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FANTASTIC RANGE OF DESIGNER AND TRADITIONAL
FLOORCOVERINGS IMPORTED DIRECTLY FROM EUROPE

NOW STOCKISTS OF ALL BRANDED CARPETS

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.30pm
BARBICAN WAREHOUSE, SOUTHGATE, PONTEFRACT

Telephone: 707463

The only stockists of 2 + 3 + 4 metre widths in this area
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Dewsbury Moor 4, Travellers 8

This tie was not decided until the dying
minutes, when Anthony Slatter went
over to win the game for Travellers.
Although still unbeaten, this was another
lacklustre performance from Travellers.
Allowing for poor conditions they
struggled against inferior opposition and
if they carry on in the same manner it will
not be long before the unbeaten tag
goes.

Travellers took the lead with an
Andrew Walker try and held that lead
until ten minutes from time when
Dewsbury equalised. Good performances
from Andrew Walker, Jamey Rooney and
Lee Jordan, in an otherwise
disappointing game.

over a very lively Leeds side.

Scrum half Lee Jones scored a hat trick
whilst Man of the Match Paul Flaherty
went over for a deserved try.

Richard Whiting, Dane Walker, Chris
Box and Mark Holt were impressive in a
game which the home supporters said
had been the best game of the season.

( X X ]
Milford U7s O, Travellers U7s 38
The Leeds side were never a match for
the strong running, hard tackling
Travellers team.

Man of the Match Michael Carter
scoring three tries, Danny Johnson, Craig
Emmerson, Paul Woodward, John Fowler
and Damon Hughes also crossing.

Danny Gowland, Daniel Oldfield and
Jonathan Lancaster all showed up well in
a strong Travellers performance.
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Match by Match Analysis 1992-93 ... S0 fpsterten e
| L2 3 4 5 6 T 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1992
AUGUST
Sun 30  Huddersfield

SEPTEMBER

Sun 6  SWINTON

Sun13  Yorkshire Cup Rd 1 DEWSBURY
Sun 20  Rochdale

Wed 23  Yorkshire Cup Rd 2 HUDDERSFIELD
Sun 27  CARLISLE

OCTOBER

Fri 2 Oldham

Wed 7  Yorkshire Cup Semi WAKEFIELD
Sun11  Bramley

Sun18 LONDON CRUSADERS

NOVEMBER

Sun 1  HUDDERSFIELD

Sun 8 Regal Trophy Round 1 Salford
Sun15  Swinton

Sun22 ROCHDALE

Sun29 Carlisle

DECEMBER

Sun 6 Rega;l Trophy Rd 2 ST HELENS
Sun13 OLDHAM

Sun 20  London Crusaders

1993
JANUARY
Tue 5 Huddersfield ButtAT  Manning1T  Newlove  Simpson  Pearson2T4G  Daunt Taekata i Rose Smales Tuuta Burton (11)  Casey (10)
Sun10  HUDDERSFIELD . Butt Manning  Newlove 2T  Simpson  Pearson 1T 56  Daunt 1T Casey Price Smales Tuta1T  Maloney 1T (6) Rose (11)
Sun17  SWINTON ; Butt Manning  Newlove 1T Simpson 3T Pearson 2T 86  Daunt 2T Casey 1T Rose Smales Tuuta Maloney(13) Burton 1T (12)
Sun24  London Crusaders X Butt Manning ~ Newlove 1T Simpson 2T Pearson 1T4G  Daunt 1T Casey Smales 1T Price Tuuta Maloney (12)  Rose (8)
Sun 31  Silk Cut C. Cup Rd 1 - St Helens 5 Butt Manning ~ Newlove 1T Simpson 2T Pearson1T,1G  Daunt Burton Price Smales 2G Tuuta Maloney (6)  Casey (8)

FEBRUARY . !
Sun 7 OLDHAM
Sun14  LONDON CRUSADERS

Sun21  Swinton H i i
roe St The winning raffle ticket numbers for the last two home

MARCH games were as follows:
Sun 7 Rochdale WHITE TICKET NO 436 — VSWINTON

Sun14  Oldham

Sun21  BRAMLEY : ‘ YELLOW TICKET NO 856 — ST HELENS

Sun28 ROCHDALE ¥ . .
AP Raffle prizes on first team games can be claimed after the

Sun 4 Carlisle match at the Rovers Club Shop in Station Lane.
Frid 9 LONDON CRUSADERS
Mon12 Bramley

Sun18 BRAMLEY

=

Bibb Manning 2T Newlove 1T Simpson 2T  Pearson 4G Sharp Gibbon Casey Rose Smales 1G Fisher Tuuta (13)  Price (10)

Bibb Manning 4T Newlove  Simpson Sharp Appleby Gibbon Rose Fisher Smales36  TuutalT  Price(6)  Burton(9)
Bibb Manning  Newlove 2T  Simpson  Pearson 4G 4T  Sharp 1T Whiteley Rose FisherAT  Smales 1T Tuuta Price (3) 2T Burton (8)
Bibb Manning AT Newlove  SimpsoniT  Pearson2G  Sharp 16 Whiteley Rose Fisher Smales 1T Tuuta Price (4)  Burton (6)
Bibb Butt Manning Smales  Simpson 1T Tutta Sharp Whiteley Casey Rose Price Fisher AT~ Pearson (9)  Wilson (12)
Bibb 1T Butt Manning  Newlove 1T  Simpson Tuuta Daunt Gunn Casey Rose Fisher AT ~ Smales 2T 56  Pearson Taekata

TxT>xx
EEr=Es=s

Pearson 1766 Butt Manning  Newlove 1T Simpson Tuuta 1T Daunt Gunn Taekata Rose Fisher Smales Booth Burton

Pearson 2G Butt Manning Newlove  Simpson Tuuta Daunt Gunn Taekata Rose Fisher Smales 1T Booth (12)  Burton (8)

Pearson 3G Butt 1T Manning Newlove  Simpson 2T Tuuta Daunt 1T Gunn Taekata Rose Fisher Smales Wilson (9)  Burton (8)
Bibb Butt1T  Manning 1T  Newlove 3T Simpson1T Pearson1T6G  Daunt Gunn Taekata Rose Fisher Smales Sharp (6)  Burton (8)

E=Er=s

Bibh Butt Manning ~ Newlove 1T  Simpson  Pearson 3G Daunt Gunn 1T Taekata Rose Fisher Smales 1T Sharp (1)  Burton(7)
Bibh Butt Manning ~ Newlove 1T Simpson4T  Pearson 3G Wilson Gunn 1T Taekata Price Fisher Smales  Bonson(11)  Rose(8)

Bibb Butt 1T Manning 4T~ Newlove 1T Simpson 2T Pearson 1T,4G  Wilson Gunn Price 1T Smales 1T Fisher Tuuta 1T Rose (12)  Burton (14)
Bibh Butt Manning Newlove  Simpson 2T Pearson 3G Daunt 1T Gunn Price Fisher Smales Tuuta Wilson (15)  Burton (11)
Bibb Butt Manning  Newlove 1T SimpsondT Pearson2T 36 Daunt Gunn 1T Price 1T Fisher Smales 2T Tuuta Wilson (13)  Burton (11)

L
w
w
w
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Bibb Butt Manning ~ Newlove  Simpson  Pearson26  Daunt Gunn Price Fisher Smales 1T Tuuta Wilson (8)  Burton (10)
Bibb Butt Manning ~ Newlove 3T Simpson  Pearson1T1G  Daunt Gunn Price Fisher ~ Smales1T1G  Tuuta Wilson (9)  Burton (6)
Bibb 1T Butt Manning ~ Newlove 1T  Simpson  Pearson36  Daunt 1T Wilson Price Rose Smales 2T Tuuta Fisher (2)  Burton (11)

=E=r




BELIEVE IT OR NOT, RucBY LEAGUE
AND RucBY UNION DO AGREE
ON SOMETHING.

IIIIIIE

Official supplier of match and training balls to
Rugby League m Welsh Rugby Unlon ;
South African Rugby Union @7

B.A.R.L.A. @

B Irish Rugby Unlon @

Mitre Sports International Ltd., Bay Hall Works, Birkby, Huddersfield,

West Yorkshire HD1 5AJ. Tel: 0484 537488. Fax: 0484 530042.

if you have information
about a crime telephone
Crimestoppers. Your call is
free, you don't have to give
your name, and you may
qualify for a Community
Action Trust Award.

110 gde 111

BUILDERS
MERCHANTS

BMB PONTEFRACT LTD

Stuart Street, Pontefract, Yorks
Tel: (0977) 795114
Fax: (0977) 798812

Major suppliers ofBuilding, Plumbing
and Heating Materials to the Yorkshire
Construction Industry.

Branches also at:
DONCASTER - BARNSLEY - YORK

30

ACADEMY &
ALLIANCE REPORT

Last weekend our Alliance side
suffered the same fate as our
Academy team when they visited
Thrum Hall Halifax and duly lost
30-10. It was very similar to the
Academy game we played recently.
We played up the slope first half
and conceded 18 points from
where there was no return. Our
only points coming from a Steve
Goodwin try after a good run from
Spencer Longstaffe. If two simple
goal chances had been taken we
would have gone in at the break
with a chance. The referee did not
help us by giving a Halifax try from
a blatant forward pass and the first
half penalty count was 10-3
against, one other penalty was for
feeding.

Our second half points came from a
rare John Jepson try and a Craig
Booth conversion.

Friday's team had an average age of
20, against the more experienced
Halifax outfit which contained
numerous players of first team
calibre.

Rovers team: L. Senior, J. Jepson,
S. Longstaffe, A. Goulbourne, S.
Minter, S. Goodwin, A. Thompson, J.
Wood, P. Benson, R. Hall, S.
Richardson, T. Sharp, R. Agar (capt),
C. Booth, N. Bradbrook. Man of the
Match was Paul Benson while
Spencer Longstaffe was the best
back.

This week we were due to visit
Bradford Northern while next
Thursday we are on our travels again
when we pay Belle Vue Wakefield a
visit. Our next home game is Leeds
on February 19th.

The Academy game at Dewsbury
was postponed for the second time
last week when they could not find a
school field to play on. Since the start
of the season Dewsbury have only
played one game at Dewsbury. All
their other home games have been
played ‘away’ and so will our fixture,
which will be played at Post Office
Road some time in March.

The Academy League fixtures will
finish on Sunday 14th March and
then we start with the Academy
Challenge Cup which commences the
following week when the 16 teams are
grouped into four groups. They will
play each other just once, depending
on the draw. They will have either one
home game or two. These fixtures will
be completed by 4th April when the
top two in each group will go through
to a straight knock out with the
eventual finalists finishing up at Old
Trafford on Premiership Day, while
the bottom two go through to another
straight knock out for a plate. The
final of this being Sunday May 9th,
the week before Old Trafford. Since
out last match with Bradford our
Academy squad has been
strengthened by three new players,
two centres, Scott Kelly and David
Green, and forward Peter Lynch. All
these are eligible to play with us next
season and we wish them a happy
and successful stay with us.

Tomorrow night the Academy travel
to Salford for what looks a hard
fixture. Our next home game is not
until 20th February when Leigh visit.




THREE FARMERS

HIGH CLASS BUTCHERS
J. D. & A. ). CABLE

39 Station Lane,
Featherstone
Tel: Pontefract 791828

Fresh Home
Cooked Meat
and Pies
Wholesale &
Freezer, Meat
Supplied, Beef,
Pork

and Lamb.

Suppliers to the
catering trade —
pubs, restaurants
etc.

KEN KELLETT

BUILDER - CASTLEFORD
For all building work
Plans prepared

For Competitive Free Quote
Ring Castleford 510768
All work guaranteed

THE TAXI
FIRM YOU
CAN RELY
ON TO BE
ON TIME

@ KNOTTINGLEY @ PONTEFRACT
@ FERRYBRIDGE @ BROTHERTON

@ AIRPORT RUNS @ WEDDINGS
@ OUTINGS & HOLIDAY TRIPS

LONG OR SHORT DISTANCE
@ EIGHT SEATER MINI BUS
CONTRACT WORK WELCOME

FERRY CARS

Punctuality & Service With A Smile

PONTEFRACT
675672

GRANVILLE
BROOKS LTD

King Street, Pontefract
Telephone: 702583

36 Green Lane, Featherstone
Telephone: 791869

Bank Fitting,
Shop Fitting
and
Specialist
Joinery

Media M
edia atters

Go into any tap room and get
involved in a conversation about
any popular sport, not just Rugby
league, and the talk will stand a
good chance of finding its way
round to the topic of commenta-
tors.

There is hardly a sports fan who
doesn’t think that he or she can’t
do better than the velvet tongued
oracle who converts action into
words on the telly or radio. For
some reason commentators are
reviled by sports fans, although
adored by the blow dried, velvet
dickie bowed impressionists of
the chicken in a basket night club
circuit. Was it a coincidence that
Mike Yarwood plummeted to
obscurity at the same time as
Eddie Waring (and Harold Wil-
son to be fair) disappeared from
our screens? Sporting folklore is
studded with examples of the
malapropisms, mixed metaphors
and gobbledygook uttered by our
champions of the sheepskin coat
industry. No doubt you’ll have
your own favourites, like the one
from a cricket test match between
England and the West Indies,
when Mike Holding was bowling
to Peter Willey and the commen-
tator said the immortal words,
‘The bowlers Holding, the bats-
man’s . .... ", you can guess the
rest. Or the snooker commentator
back in the early days who
informed us that ‘for viewers
watching in black and white, the
pink is behind the green’.

Rugby League maniacs are
blessed with first class coverage
of the sport on local radio. Proba-
bly the best and arguably the
most popular is that of Radio
Leeds, although I am a big fan of
‘Team  Talk’® on  Saturday
evenings on Magic (sic) 828. The
excellent Terry Crook, Ron Hill,

Tony Chalk . . . who incidently
also commentates on Rugby
Union for the station (he must
have done something wrong to
have to spend his Saturday after-
noons trying to think of
something to say about Old
Carthaginians versus Saint Trini-
ans former pupils), provide an
excellent service for those at
home and the Sony Walkmen,
and the switching on of car radios
at five o’ clock is as synonymous
with Sundays as the unwrapping
of Oxos at half past twelve.

The latest recruit to the Radio
Leeds team is ex Leeds utility
back David Creasser. David was
a fine player, representing Great
Britain at just about every level,
as well as Yorkshire. Still only
twenty seven, the sport has been
robbed of his skills through per-
sistent injury as well as a
particularly nasty broken jaw a
couple of seasons back.

David started summarising for
Radio Leeds this season and has
grown in confidence. It's as if
he’s broken through the barrier of
trying to think of something
fancy to say, when telling it like
it is will do just fine. Now his
insights into tactical situations
and descriptions of action are
spot on. He knows what he’s
talking about and just gets on
with it.

David has a similar no non-

& $

sense but dead right approach to
broadcasting about Rugby league
as Norman Hunter has for the
same station talking about soccer
on Saturday afternoons.

I'm not sure, but I don’t think
David has tackled a match com-
mentary yet. I think it would be
interesting to see how he would
approach it. George Orwell said
that it was a waste of the English
language to use two words when
one would do. David Creasser
seems to have this approach and
it works.

There are plenty of other ex
players involved in broadcasting.
Ron Hill, Terry Crook, Ray
French and plenty more. Now
that players are expected to be
much more ‘media friendly’, we
can expect many more to join
their ranks as they come to the
end of their careers. In Australia
Peter Stirling is absolutely bril-
liant. But what about over here?
Well, Garry Schofield does quite
well, he’s on ‘Question Of
Sport’, as I write this. Mark Pre-
ston is an excellent
communicator and has a future as
one if he wants one. However the
man who has impressed me,
never fails to have something
articulate yet blunt to say no mat-
ter how shattered or heart broken
he is after the final hooter of a test
match or cup tie, is . . . Lee
Crooks, I'm serious.

David Creasser, in action for Great Britain.

Open Rugby

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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Spencer’s
Carlton Carpets

AXMINSTER, WILTON,

STAIN PROOF KITCHEN CARPETS,
STAIRS CARPETS, BATHROOM CARPETS

PRICES RANGING FROM
£1.50 Sq Yd TO £17.99 Sq Yd

WE ARE THE
LARGEST ROLL
UP STOCKISTS

IN THE AREA

PAY AFTER FITTING
OR DELIVERY

Make no mistake -
no one beats our prices

38 CARLTON ST
CASTLEFORD
TEL: 553967
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Appearances and

Points Scorers

SEASON 1992-93 TOTAL SENIOR RECORD

App | Sub T G | DG | Pts |App|Sub | T G DG | Pts
Chris Bibb 20 - 3 12 199 | 4 73 6 - | 304
Paul Bonson - 1 - - - 3 - - -
Craig Booth - 2 - - - 4 - -
Chris Burton 5 16 1 4 93 26 4 16
Ikram Butt 23 - 6 24 91 - 37 148
Leo Casey 14 2 1 -4 55 6 5 20
Brett Daunt 16 - 7 28 16 - 7 28
Andy Fisher 17 1 4 16 61 39 26 104
Mark Gibbon 2 - - - 2 7 7 -
Richard Gunn 12 3 12 12 - 3 12
Francis Maloney - 4 1 4 - 4 1 4
Terry Manning 23 - 7 28 115 1 37 148
Paul Newlove 22 - 21 - 84 140 95 9 398
Martin Pearson 20 2 14 71 198 | 57 17 33 | 119 370
Gary Price 13 4 5 - 20 50 15 9 - 36
Gary Rose 14 4 - - 86 9 5 20
Tim Sharp 5 2 1 6 16 59 | 29 14 6 1 69
Owen Simpson 23 - 20 - 72 82 - 55 - 220
[an Smales 23 - 14 12 80 141 9 62 21 288
Wayne Taekata 16 1 - - - 16 1 - - -
Brendon Tuuta 19 1 4 16 78 3 12 1 49
Lee Whiteley 3 - - - 9 2 1 4
Mark Wilson 8 6 8 6 - -

SWINTON

c/o Bury Football
Club,
Gigg Lane,
Bury
Tel: 061 794 1719

From East M62 Junction 17 (A56)

Junction with M62

Follow signs to Bury A56
In 3/4 mile at Whitefield (‘Red King’ public house) at
traffic lights go forward. In 0.4mile at traffic signals
bear right. In 2 miles turn right into Gigg Lane

unclassified for

BURY F.C. GROUND (On right)
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Abson Blaza

Estate Agents ¢ Valuers * Surveyors

WHEN IT COMES TO ‘PROPERTY"’
THEN LOOK NO FURTHER

We offer a ‘proper, professional service’ backed by the most
comprehensive knowledge of the local area.

Valuations provided for House Sale/Purchase, Insurance,
Probate and Leases.

Unlike other multiple agents details of all properties for sale, are offered
at all our SIX OFFICES:

Castleford, Normanton, Pontefract, South Emsall, Upton and
1 Station Lane, Featherstone. Tel: (0977) 706809

Ross Travel

Luxury Coach Hire

BRITISH & CONTINENTAL TOURS
Video & Toilets, Drinks Machines

Travel with the company that
takes your team to away game

fixtures.

12 -53

SEATER
(0977) 792106

791738 STUART CUMMINGS
The Garage, Allison Street, - Widnes

off Station Lane, Date of Birth: 29/11/55

Featherstone Grade One: 1984-85
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Supporters Club

Featherstone Branch — Wakefield 255203 (6-9pm Mon - Thurs)

Pontefract Branch — 704234

Knottingley Branch - 672155

OLDHAM

On reading the Rugby Leaguer last week
it was of interest to note Phil Clarke, the
Wigan and Great Britain loose forward,
had a piece printed. Whether this piece is
to become a regular event or not we shall
have to wait and see. Phil Clarke stated
that until someone told him that Dewsbury
played at Mount Pleasant, the home of
Batley, he’d no idea that the teams
shared. He didn’t say whether or not he
knew where Dewsbury used to play
before setting up. Now it strikes me that if
one of our promising young internationals
and possible future Captains doesn’t
know this, just how much does he and
others players like him know? Other
players like him being ones that go to a
top first division side like Wigan, straight
from being Amateur. Unlike players who
start off at such clubs in the third division
and then transfer to a top club.

It would be interesting to ask these such
players questions that to most of us would
be easy. Questions relating to the third
division, like who plays at Tattersfield, or
Cougar Park? Do these players even
know how many teams are in the third
division or in the league in general? If
they never played for a struggling team,
living life from season to season, having
to sell a promising talent to balance the
books for another season, then they

® ROVERS CALL 0898 888 642 ¢
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probably don’t know much about life in
the lower divisions. These players will
probably finish their careers earlier than
before, still with a first division club
instead of moving on to lower division
clubs to finish their careers, like Batley or
Doncaster. If they do then they’ll never
know what life is like.

What is more tragic, though, is if directors
and board members of the big clubs don’t
know what's going on with the lower
division clubs. If they don't, they should.
Until they do, how can any voting on the
future structure of the game or other
important decisions be made
constructively? Big clubs’ directors will
look at any major decisions as to how it
affects their own club first and foremost
with how it affects the League secondly.
This is why Rugby League will always
struggle from crisis to crisis. Rugby
League would be far better off if ten or
twelve clubs could compete with Wigan.
But unfortunately until more clubs get a
bigger slice of the cake, this will never
happen.

Last week’s match was a fantastic advert
for Rugby League and shows that being
in the second division doesn’t mean life’s
all doom and gloom. Rovers took the
championship leaders and probably the
best team in the country at the moment all

the way. There was no fluke or bad play
from St Helens either. On that
performance no other side in the first
division except Wigan would've stopped
Rovers being in the second round draw.
Once again the turning point which
eventually cost Rovers the match came
down to an amazing refereeing decision. If
anyone could give me a reasonable
explanation as to why lan Smales wasn't
allowed to carry on running, I'd be
eternally grateful. On the down side
Rovers let a 16-4 lead slip, but to be fair
Rovers were starved of possession for
twenty minutes, forced to kick out of our
own half. Rovers also lost our third of four
meetings with first division clubs, but in
them all Rovers competed and could have
won them all, they certainly weren’t
disgraced in any. People have asked if
Rovers should’'ve gone for goal at the end
for the draw, but a midweek trip to St
Helens with this afternoon’s crucial
championship match a few days after. It
was all or nothing, unfortunately we got
nothing. Had Rovers won then what sort

A
FIMBRA
MEMBER
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D. V. Dixon & Co

REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKERS

Motor and Commercial Vehicle
Home Contents, Buildings, Shops & Olffice Insurance

Life and Pensions Mortgages arranged

RING
Len Barraclough
on Pontefract 701221

54 Station Lane, Featherstone

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up payments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

AGENTS FOR BRADFORD & BINGLEY BUILDING SOCIETY

of justice is there in drawing Wigan away.
Great for the bank balance, but when it
comes to the cup, Nottingham, Chorley
and Batley for a trip to the Semis would do
for me. Stuff playing the big clubs, let
them knock each other out. But that’s the
cup draw. Rovers let nobody down and
did everybody proud.

Rovers travel to Swinton on 21st
February. Buses leave the ground at 1pm
and cost £2.50 adults, £2 juniors/OAPs.
Bookings can be made today at the
supporters hut or ringing the above
numbers.

Welcome to all Oldham fans this
afternoon. Cup fever is still very much
alive in Oldham, and with a second round
tie against another second division club
the third round is a very realistic
proposition. With only four remaining
home matches, Oldham fans are in for
plenty of travelling, in the run up to the
championship. Enjoy today’s match — if it's
half as good as last week, nobody would
complain, for it would be another cracker.

APPOINTED
REPRESENTATIVE

EBOR

ASSET MANAGEMENT




