WHAT WOULD EVENING GAMES BE LIKE
WITHOUT THE POWER OF NORWEB?

! Oldbam

Sunday 28th November 1993
Kick Off 3.00pm

Match Sponsor

Norweb

mme
J.R. Parkinson Son
ond Hamer-Auctions

NORW=B

At NORWEB, we supply the power to Central Park Stadium for N O RW . B
heating, cooling, air-conditioning, catering and lighting. Which must ‘
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make us almost as powerful as Denis himself. geHIND WI1GAN

NORWEB ple, Rogisterod office: Talbot Road, Old Trafftord, Manchestor M16 OHQ. Registered No: 2366949 (Englond)




RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

SEASON 1993/94
HONORARY PRESIDENT
Mr. A. Thomas
CHAIRMAN
Mr.J.A.Robinson
VICE CHAIRMAN
Mr.T.A.Rathbone
DIRECTORS
Mr. J. Hilton - Mr.J.Martin
COACH
John Dorahy
SECRETARY
Mary Charnock
COMMERCIAL MANAGER
David Bradshaw
ASST.COACH/ALLIANCE COACH
Graeme West
SPRINT COACH/CONDITIONER
Chris Butler
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr. Zaman
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Keith Mills
Denis Wright
David Fever
CLUB DENTIST
Barry Rimmer
GROUNDSMAN
Derek Jones
CLUB ACCOUNTANT
J. Vincent Smith F.C.A.
SOLICITORS
Mr. T. Fishwick
- Frank Platt & Fishwick
TELEPHONE
Club: Wigan 31321
Fax: Wigan 820111
Promotions Dept: Wigan 44367
Commercial Dept: Wigan 497772
Club Call: 0891 12 11 58
HONOURS
World Club Championship Winners 1987,1992
Rugby League Championship Winners 1908/09,
1921-22, 1925-26, 1933-34, 1945-46, 1946-47,
1949-50, 1951-52, 1959-60.
First Division Championship Winners 1986-87,
1989-90,1990-91,1991-92, 1992-93
Challenge Cup Winners 1923-24, 1928-29,
1947-48, 1950-51, 1957-58, 1958-59, 1964-65,
1984-85, 1987-88, 1988-89, 1989-90,
1990-91,1991-92, 1992-93
Floodlit Cup Winners 1968-69.
Div One Premiership Winners 1986-87
1991-92
Lancashire Cup Winners 1905-06, 1908-09,
1909-10, 1912-13, 1922-23, 1928-29, 1938-39,
1946-47, 1948-49, 1949-50, 1950-51, 1951-52,
1966-67, 1971-72, 1973-74, 1985-86, 1986-87,
1987-88, 1988-89, 1992-93
League Leaders Trophy Winners 1970-71.
John Player Trophy Winners 1982-83, 1985-86,
1986-87, 1988-89.
Regal Trophy Winners: 1989-90, 1992-93
Charity Shield Winners1985-86,1987-88
1991-92

Nissan World Sevens Winners 1991-92

CLUB RECORDS
Year formed 1872
Limited Company 1921 3
Home: Jersey-Cherry & White Hoops. Shorts-Red.
Stockings-White. Away: Jersey-Blue & White
Hoops. Shorts-Blue. Stockings-White.
Nickname The Riversiders
Record Attendance 47,747 v. St. Helens 1969
Record Voctory 116-0 v. Flimby & Fothergill 1925
Record Defeat 3-58 v. Leeds 1972
Try Scoring Record 62 in 1925-26 by Johnny Ring
Goal Kicking Record 184 in 1992-93
by Frano Botica
Points Scoring Record 423 in 1992-93
by Frano Botica

COMING NEXT MONTH!

December 1993
will see the launch of

Wigan Rugby League Club's
very own newspaper.

NEWS * VIEWS * PLAYER INTERVIEWS
COMPETITIONS * CONTROVERSY
* PICTURES *

ALL THIS AND MUCH MUCH MORE
in the all new :

the official voice of the club

Don't be disappointed, order your copy
now through your newsagent
and avoid the Christmas rush

THE FIRST EDITION WILL BE PUBLISHED
THE WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS

the official voice of
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Wigan Rugby League Football Club

dorahy's...

A very good afternoon to you limited attendance allowed. Hopefully
Winter certainly made its impact early for you who miss out we might after
with the abandonment of our match winning at Oldham, gain a home
at fog shrouded Odsal nine days ago draw. (Touch wood, if we win).

and then the extreme cold of the frost There has been a lot of talk regarding
bitten North West during the week. the 3rd import spot and might | say
The positives to come out of the that if we were fortunate enough to
Bradford match were: the possible gain the signature of one of these
easing of our injury situation for the guys - Tuigamala or Little - then you
return to Odsal in the future and the would see a very good Rugby League
opportunity for us to player in the making.
have been a little But =it hasn:t
fresher physically for occurred yet and
the match against maybe it won't -
Sheffield last watch this spot, as
Wednesday, which they say.

hopefully we have It's great to welcome
won by the time you back from injury -
read this. Denis Betts, Martin
Today we are Dermott, Phil Clarke
matched against an and Paul Atcheson
Oldham team with Jason Robinson
strengthened by and Billy McGinty
several acquisitions i due back in
over the summer, competition  for
notably Bob Lindner. ( places, boy, you can
We will have to keep feel the charge now.
his drives down the Congratulations to
short side in check Andy Farrell, Mick
for us to win, as he Cassidy, Barrie-Jon-
helps to motivate a Mather and Nigel
very enthusiastic Wright on their

team. NORW=B o selection in the
It is a game we must Ilﬂ"m ‘} "1 GB/U21 team to play
win to keep rolling =B alal gt France at Warrington

towards that goal everyone wants to on the evening of Thursday 2nd
achieve come the end of the season. December. Let's all wish them the
Of course, it would also be to our very best of games as well as being
psychological advantage to win today injury free.

before travelling to the Many happy returns to Joe Lydon on
Watersheddings in a fortnight's time reaching his 30th birthday on Friday
for a cup tie which should see a full and who was said to say he won't
house sign. Unfortunately we again make it!

seem to miss out on being able to Enjoy the match.

take all of our travelling faithful due to John Dorahy

Picture by Jon Snape of the Wigan Observe: s

.. dOSSIer

"“The Test Series against the
Kiwis was definitely disruptive to
Wigan's season, but | think it's
important for players to be
recognised and accept
international honours - having
said that I'm glad it's now out of
the way."

Coach John Dorahy after the
Final Test win against New
Zealand.

“There's no doubt about it given a
fair amount of luck on the
continuing emergence of young
talent we can give the Aussies a
run for their money next year."
Phil Clarke on the Gt. Britain Test
Series Win.

“Things have gone better than |
expected after returning from my
injury, | have run in some tries
which have helped my
confidence at the moment. | feel
good ahout the way things have
gone since getting back into
action, and | was also delighted
to receive a Great Britain call up,
and to be part of a fine series win
over the Kiwis."

Martin Offiah speaking after the
win against New Zealand at
Headingley.

"It has been a dream come true
in the last few weeks, I've had to
pinch myself to make sure it's
been really happening, and then
to cap it all with my first Test
cap, and a try on your debut -
well, as | said, a dream come
true."

Youngster Andy Farrell on his
rapid rise to International
Stardom.

Jack Dearden
Wigan R.L. Clubcall Editor
Don't forget to keep in touch for
all the latest Central Park news
0891 121158
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in Pic.
early Bradford attack is brought to a halt.
et top to Bottom
ndrew Farrell is held...just! .
ts that man Farrell again as he tries to break the Bradford line.
Fhe ref pays close attention as Andy Platt is brought to ground.
...And then the fog came down and spoiled all the fun!

2l , ‘Wigan Clubcall 0891 121158

v Bradford Northern Friday 19th November 1993 |1 ‘

Wigan
Rughby League Club

The Official
1996
AUSTRALIAN TOUR

7 Great Tours
to choose from

You are only official
when you book
through the
club's Commercial
Department. Your
money is safe,
your booking is firm,
when you travel with
Wigan
Rugby League Club
on their bonded
1996
AUSTRALIAN TOUR

For a brochure or
further details of the
presentation night
please contact
DAVID BRADSHAW

0942 31321

Wigan Clubcall 0891 121158 5




Oldham visit Central Park this
afternoon with both sides needing
points at opposite ends of the table.
The Roughyeds are level with
Wakefield and Salford on six points
and are in danger of falling into the
second relegation position. Wigan are
currently just behind the leaders and
need to win to keep the pressure on
Warrington at the top.

Oldham created headlines in the close
season with their capture of Australian
Test forward Bob Lindner on a two
year contract. On and off the field the
Queenslander has proved to be an
inspired choice. Leading a strong pack
which can contain internationals Se'e
Solomona, Andy Goodway and Paul
Groves as well as the impressive Craig
Richards, Lindner is in the key role at
loose forward. He is keen to do well
and to silence the unkind whispers that
during his stints with Castleford in the
late 1980's he was not giving of his
best. After being dumped by Leeds last
year he surprised many by joining the
Roughyeds.

Groves is still a crafty footballer but is
having difficulty keeping his place
thanks to the form of the youngsters
Peter Tunks has recruited from the
ranks of the BARLA tour squad and
Oldham's own Academy side. Shaun
[rwin is a key member of the side in
the backs as is Martin Crompton who
is in line to make a return to his
hometown club where he could not
hold down a regular first team place.
Crompton made a good start for
0ldham being instrumental in their win
at Hull KR.

Tunks has had to wheel and deal to get
the type of player he wants at
Watersheddings. Now he feels the
squad is more or less complete. With
no money, the former Salford, Leeds,
Sheffield and Canterbury prop has had
to find ways and means of acquiring
players that will benefit the club now
and in the future. He wants the type of
player that will be an ambassador for
the club on and off the pitch. Bob
Lindner is one such player.

Tunks is aiming to restructure the club

from top to bottom. He has to struggle
success on the field with wiping out
the debt off it. Thus he needs to sign
the kind of player who will fit the
equation by being a quality footballer
while not breaking the bank in either
transfer fees or wage demands.

He has also managed to swap an older
side which was not good enough to
survive in the top flight for a side with
a much younger average age which
also has more ability and will hopefully

Tiny Solomona...
in fine form in the pack

be with the club longer.

The base of the club looks like it is
getting stronger. The Academy side is
in its first season while the Alliance
side sits on top of the Second Division
with eight wins from eight matches.
Last week they contested the Alliance
Lancashire Shield Final with Rochdale,
having beaten Wigan A in the second
round.

Oldham have been competitive all the
way this season but have not got the
points on the board. They were the
better side at home to Bradford but
Watson's late interception stole tho
victory after Craig Richards and Tiny

Wigan Clubcall 0891 121158

Solomona had been in fine form in the
pack. They scored good wins at Hull
KR (which is never an easy place to go
to) and at home to Leeds. However, a
much-changed side struggled to beat
Highfield in the Regal Trophy - not
crossing the tryline at all in the second
half. Last week, they had much of the
game at home to St. Helens but could
not turn the pressure into the points.

Bob Lindner is unlikely to be the
difference between survival and the
drop but with there being a few sides
in contention it will be mighty close at
the foot of the table at the end of April.

The Roughyeds may well have to beat =

Wigan at Watersheddings to remain a
First Division side in the last league

g o

weekend of the season. Points today —

would be a great help in their struggle
and they will not give the home side an
inch this afternoon. The clubs also
clash in a moneyspinning Regal
Trophy tie in two weeks time and by
the end of the season may be sick of
the sight of each other.

There is little point in having short

term success but big debts at the =

bank. Oldham are aiming to become a

competitive top flight team starting =

from scratch. There is an adage that
from little acorns, mighty oaks grow.
At the moment Oldham RLFC is just a
sapling.

Friday night's televised fixture saw St.
Helens take on Halifax at Knowsley
Road. Both matches between the sides
last season were on TV and resulted in
narrow Saints wins. Fax have not done
too well against the top sides in the
division losing to Warrington, Wigan
and Castleford in recent weeks while
Saints have picked up after a shaky
start to go into second spot after their
win over Oldham last week.

Leaders Warrington travel to Sheffield =

where they ghould maintain pole
position, The Eagles were here at
Central Park on Wednesday for a
diffieult game and their home record
polnty to o Wire win. Bradford meet
Laods In n local derby. This is a big
guma for Leads who need to stop the

(ot and sompoeto with the top sides

] :

again. They struggled to overcome a
game Leigh side last week while
Northern lost the chance to put some
daylight between themselves and the
rest thanks to the weather.

Castleford host Wakefield Trinity in
another Yorkshire derby. Trinity lost to
Second Division opposition in the Regal
Trophy for the second year running
recently and face a Tigers side in
spanking form rattling in tries from all
angles at Wheldon Road. The visitors
could be in for a torrid time as Cas look
to make amends for their defeat at
Wilderspool last weekend.

Hull KR meet Widnes at New Craven
Park having lost their last three home
matches. The Chemics had a high
scoring match with Sheffield last week
although bad news followed good for
Phil Larder. Firstly Harvey Howard made
himself available for selection again but
Bobby Goulding put in a transfer
request. The Yorkshire-based number
seven may be Wakefield Trinity's next
target after they failed to secure Andy
Gregory's signature. Gregory may make
his home debut for Salford against
Featherstone Rovers today just fifteen
years after he first played for the club as
a trialist. He had a hand in the Red
Devil's win at Hull KR last week which
put pressure on Oldham and Wakefield
in the relegation scramble.

The black and white of Humberside
travels to Leigh boasting just one point
from their travels. Leigh's solitary point
was in front of their own fans who
would be ecstatic if their favourites
could record their first win today.

In the Second Division, Dewsbury v
Huddersfield is the top game in the
section. The Fartowners still have
maximum points after ten matches but
face a tough game at Mount Pleasant.
Keighley are four points adrift but
should win and boost their points
difference into the bargain at the
expense of Highfield.

At Elland Road, Hunslet take on
Swinton. The homesters' only win was
over Rochdale while the Lions are also
having a terrible time. The coach and
the Board are under fire in the press as

results are not coming on the pitch.
Consequently, crowds are down and
Gigg Lane is not a happy place at the
moment. Defeat today could make
things worse. Tony Barrow has a new
five year contract but may not see it out.
Victory over Doncaster last weekend
may be only a stay of execution. The
Lions need to string a few wins together
to start climbing the table and
particularly need to beat the clubs below
them in the table.

The two sides that caused major upsets
in the Regal Trophy meet at Barnet
today. London were in action on
Wednesday against Bramley while
Carlisle's good run came to an end at
Leeds Road on Sunday. Barrow travel to
Ryedale York on the back of a good
home win over Rochdale. Workington
should beat Bramley to continue
pushing for a promotion place.

At Spotland, Steve Gibson's bubble has
well and truly burst with defeat by
struggling Hunslet and Bramley in
recent weeks. The Hornets loss last
week at Barrow was their third in
succession and Kurt Sorensen's
Whitehaven side will be no pushovers
as they chase a top four spot.

The big clash in the Conference
yesterday was Wigan St. Patrick's visit
to Hemel Hempstead. The top two in the
division are separated by five points, so
Pat's had a chance to close the gap on
their debut in Hertfordshire. This
afternoon, Blackpool entertain
Saddleworth while cellar-dwellers
Egremont make the journey to
improving Chorley Borough. Chorley are
the best placed of the former League
clubs having sneaked into third spot on
the back of some good wins and could
be outsiders for a quick return to the
Second Division.

St.John Ellis and Castleford...
looking for a win against Wakefield
Trinity

Wigan Clubcall 0891 121158

Chris Wilson
turns the

spotlight on the
Rugby League
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