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IT WAS certainly a blgV
the player when Kiwi st
damaged his knee, compomad
of defeat, in the First Div'
Northern. His form had beg
time with the club, not just in"SeQx
also with his devastating breaks tha
creating bags of opportunities for his winger St. Je
Ellis.

Two years ago Ritchie’s first season at the clu
immediately marred by bad luck suffering a s
injury, that ultimately needed pinning, on his d
against St. Helens. He didn’t return re )
season until Challenge Cup time but Ritc]
began to show some of the for:
burst on to the Test scene for Ni
Australia in the previous year. At4
been talking to Sam Panapa but w

[es'catising problems we
fed our attention to Ritchi®®§rising talent, beating
off keen interest from Widnes to clinch his signature.
Originally, because of international rule
restrictions, Ritchie joined us from Otahuhu on a
year’s contract but there was little doubt that we
would want him back with his shoulder problems
behind him. Last season he played in our opening 21
fixtures, again impressively, before a knee injury
prematurely ended his season. As said before no half
measures with niggling injuries. His latest problems
were not expected to be quite as prolonged and with
some key games looming his return will be very
welcome if we are to continue a challenge for
honours. Ritchie’s luck might not have been too good
but when stringing a run of games together his form
certainly has been.
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