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¢ welcome the players, officials
and supporters of Oldham to
Naughton Park for this
afternoon’s Regal Trophy Second
Round tie.

CUP TIE ACTION

Although our priority at the moment must be
the collection of league points to consolidate
our position in the First Division table, the
Regal Trophy does provide an interesting
diversion from the bread and butter of the
championship. A money spinning cup run
would not go amiss and though Oldham's form
at the moment is red hot, Tony Myler's men
will also fancy their chances of progressing. It
is interesting to recall that, a little over four
years ago, the Roughyeds came to Naughton
Park for a Challenge Cup tie as a second
division outfit and pulled off a shock win over
a star studded Chemics side. Now the teams
are meeting on an equal footing with the
bookmakers able to find little to choose
between us.

YOUTH POLICY

There has been much publicity in the wake of
the Ashes series concerning ‘youth policy’ with
the Chief Executive of the RFL being quoted as
criticising clubs for their lack of activity in this
field. However we in Widnes are proud of our
tradition of producing quality young players
and at the moment schools RL, as featured on
the Kidscene page in every issue of Black &
White, is thriving. And whilst the club may
not, at present, be in a position to bid for Test
stars or RU internationals on the transfer
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market, we are resolved to sign the very best
of local junior talent. To this end we were
delighted to announce the signature of 13,
year old Mark Flanagan from Widnes Tigers.
Mark, a pupil at Bankfield School, is the
latest (and youngest) of our recent batch of
signings; the sort of player who we hope to
see making headlines in five or six years
time. Good luck, Mark.

WELL DONE GARY

On the subject of youngsters, congratulations
must be extended to Gary Broadbent for his
solid performance on his first team debut
against Bradford last weekend as a deputy for
Stuart Spruce. Although still qualified for the
Academy, young Gary has been impressing in
the Alliance side and, on last week’s showing,
seems to have what it takes to make the
grade in the big league. Hopefully, though, he

will not be on the receiving end of any more
spear tackles like the one he was subjected to
on Sunday. It may have been the Northern
players' idea of a welcome but it perhaps
should also have had the referee saying
farewell to them, with the help of his red card!

Club Doctor: DR.G. TANDY

Coach: MR. A. MYLER
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WIDNES RLFC
CLUB HONOURS

Division One Champions: 1977-78,
1987-88, 1988-89

Challenge Cup Winners:
1929-30, 1936-37, 1963-64, 1974-75, 1978-79,
1980-81, 1983-84.
Lancashire League Winners:1919-20.
Lancashire Cup Winners:
1945-46, 1974-75, 1975-76, 1976-77, 1978-79,
1979-80, 1990-91
John Player Trophy Winners:
1975-76, 1978-79, 1991-92,

Premiership Winners:
1979-80, 1981-82, 1982-83,
1987-88, 1988-89, 1989-90.

BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Winners: 1978-79.
Charity Shield Winners: 1988 1989 1990
European & World Club Champions: 1989,
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M Q. The recent signing by the
club of several promising
youngsters has served to
emphasise the club’s policy with
regards to youth. Can you tell
us more?

A. Building a very strong
Academy squad over the next few
years is very important to us. We
are behind other clubs in this
area by a few years, and can't
afford to miss out on any of the
top youngsters if we can help it.
We are watching the progress
oflots of players and intend to
make more Signings as soon as
money becomes available.

M Q. What do you think of the
general standard of the British
game in the light of the series
defeat against the Ausies?

A. Quite obviously it shows a

OFFICIAL BALL SUPPLIERS
TO WIDNES

lack of quality players in this
country. There are far too many
players who want to win but are
not prepared to give back what
they need to achieve this.

M Q. Rumours suggest that
John Devereux will be out for the
rest of the season. What is the
current situation?

A. John Devereux is still under
the instructions of the specialists
who will not let John play until
they are completely happy with
his progress.

M Q. What's the most difficult
thing you've found in being a
First Division coach?

A. Sitting and watching officials
destroy a week’s work with bad
decisions.

In the shape of Gary
| Broadbent we saw a |
| glimpse of the future last [& 88
week, but Stuart Spruce [
| is very much the man of
the moment in the full-
| back position. Sprogger
| has probably been our
most consistent player 3
| this season and if he can |
| maintain his current form
and avoid injury he looks
certain to add to his
international honours.
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' GET THE FULL PICTURE ON THE CHEMICS. ON SALE EVERY THURSDAY
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TOP OF THE TOWN

N1 G'H FiC 1"U B
Albert Road. Widnes

Do not put up with the rest...
...Come to the best

Top .of the Town

2 Floors of Entertainment .
Tuesday: 9.00.p:m. ~2.00 a.m.
Friday: 9.00 p.m. = 2.00 a.m.

Saturday: 9.00 p.m.-- 2.00 a.m.

OFFERS ON ADMISSION TO-MEMBERS
HAPPY HOUR NIGHTLY FROM 9.00 p.m.
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PARK LIFE

WITH

John Myler

John Myler returned to Widnes last summer as part of
the restructuring in the back room staf that saw the
disappearance of Phil Larder's men and the
introduction of the new faces that his brother Tony
needed.

“To be honest, it was a very difficult decision for me to
leave Warrington. Last year | had settled in well and |
like to think that | was well thought of. In the end
though the chance to work with Tony proved
irresistable, although | must confess that | still had
some doubts as to how we would work together.

We've never been in each other's pockets as brothers,
but right from the start we fitted in together very well.
My role at the club is two-fold. Firstly, | am coach to
the Alliance side. As you'll know we were relegated
last season and our top priority is to get back into
division one. This season we've really been too
inconsistent for my liking but we are still in with every
chance. The lads work hard but all too often lack
concentration. The likes of Wigan turn it on week in
and week out and if we want to compete we must get
that sort of commitment and consistency.

With regards to the First Team, | really operate as a
sort of buffer for Tony. | try to take some of the
pressure off his shoulders and take care of some of
the routine things. On match days I'm always to be
found in the back of the stand with my trusty radio
head-set. My main function up there is to look for
areas of play that we can take advantage of. For
example, | look to see what kind of set plays the
opposition are employing or when the winger drops
back for the expected kick. All of these things can
give us that vital edge that any side needs. |
sometimes feel sorry for Colin Rigby who is usually
getting an ear-full of my advice. He’s an old mate and
can take it.

We've all been upset by some of the recent results.

| truly don't believe that the recent scorelines have
done us any justice, Castleford, Halifax and last week
Bradford Northern, all running in points late on.
However, as the old adage goes “you've got to play for
the full eighty minutes”.

The spirit in the camp has always been good and with
a little more consistency and application I'm sure that
we can turn the corner. David Hulme will shortly be
returning to the action and his presence I'm sure will
give us that vital spark.”

John Myler was talking to Chris Moore

WHO AM I? Clue No.1

Five clues throughout the programme should give
away the identity of our mystery player.

How quickly can you name him?

Born on 17th January 1968, | signed for Widnes
in March 1985. (next clue page 9)
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If any confirmation were

needed as to how important it
is going to be to avoid the drop from
the Stones Bitter First Division, we
got it good and straight with the
announcement that Hull FC and
Doncaster were to part company with
their respective coaches.
For some reason I'm not half as
shocked to learn of Tony Fisher’s
departure as | am over Hull's Tony
Gordon.
| simply cannot believe that a man can
be judged on 13 games!
The first game that | reported on this
season was at the Boulevard on the
opening Sunday when the Airlie birds
entertained Warrington.
It was as good a game as I've seen all
season and by their own admission
Warrington were more than happy to
share the spoils of a 16-all draw.
Okay, Hull have only managed to pick
up another 4 points in the subsequent
12 games, but | think in some of the
games (by all reports) they have
pushed teams all the way before tiring
near the end.
In a way, | can understand the concern
of the Humberside club, they've seen
neighbours Rovers drop into the 2nd
Division, and a quick return to the top

WHO AM 1?
Clue No. 2

My only Test appearance

was in Brisbane in
June 1988.
(next clue page 15)
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Steve Roberts of Radio Merseyside writes

' Tony Fisher... in happier days with Donc

flight for them is by no means certain.
An extended run in the lower division
could ultimately be the death knell for
teams in the so-called ‘out-reaches’ of
our game.

The odds are probably against a new
coach walking into the Boulevard and
just waving a magic wand. That's why
I can't really see the logic in giving a
coach with such a proven track record
such a short period of time to get it
sorted out.

As | said, in the case of Tony Fisher, |
am not as particularly surprised and
the reason for my thinking here is that
quite often in both football and rugby
there has been lots of examples
where a coach has done wonders with

a club in the lower reaches of the
league and taken sides into the top
flight.

When that happens, the general theory
is that you need new playing staff to
take it on from there. | believe it can
be the same with a coach, and with all
due respect for the achievements of
Tony Fisher, it strikes me he is one of
those coaches who can motivate an
ordinary team to new heights.

Either way, it's not the sort of
Christmas present either of these guys
deserved, but it does go to show the
enormous pressure every club is
under to be in the right place if and
when a premier league does
materalise.
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= aNLY Moor Lane

5 Offer limited to one per person,

per visit. Please present voucher 32

i This ctoup%l': e&m'es you to when ordering. This voucher need
wo acs™ not be removed from the g

l for the SPema' price of £2 programme, it can be cancelled 1

\ (after 10.30am only) when presented at the restaurant.
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CROWN DISCOUNT CENTRE

Largest Stockists of Carpets
Underlays, Vinyls in the area

100’s of Roll Ends on display
You’ll never get a good deal
unless you TRY CROWN

Crown Carpets
Foundry Lane, Halebank, Widnes
Tel: 051 424 0678
(Opposite Asda Store)
OPEN 7 DAYS

FROM ONE
WINNING TEAM
TO ANOTHER

GOOD LUCK WIDNES

“EVERYTHING WE DO
IS DRIVEN BY YOU”

GLEBE cAracE

LUNTS HEATH ROAD,
WIDNES

NYLAND & BEATTIE

SOLICITORS

63, ALBERT ROAD, WIDNES, CHESHIRE
TEL: 051 424 5656 FAX: 051 424 6716

ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
WEEKDAYS AND ALL DAY SATURDAY

Conveyancing *Mortgages Life Assurance
Employment Probate Pensions
Childcare Business Matters Investments
Debt Collection Commercial Redundancy
SPECIALISTS IN
® 0 DIVORCE ¢ ACCIDENTS * CRIME
is Firm is Regulated by the Law Society i
Al BB e e o o

« Your Home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments

on a mortgage or other loans ecured on it.
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Widnes-Oldham cup clashes

have been few and far
hetween over the years.
The one that sticks in my mind
comes from the Silk Cut Challenge
Cup back in 1975 - the year the
Chemics bridged the gap of an 11-
year wait for a return to Wembley.
The third round tie was at
Watersheddings on a pitch which
had more sand than grass on it.
Widnes ran out 10-4 winners, but
they paid a high price with Dennis
O'Neill stretchered off with a serious
ankle dislocation and fracture. It
was his second really serious injury
of his career, having suffered a
broken jaw in his early days.
When Dennis bounced on to the
scene as a teenager, there were
rave reports about him. He seemed
destined for the top and a certain
Great Britain international.
He made his debut at stand off for
Lancashire against Yorkshire at
Naughton Park as a 19-year-old in
1968 and scored two tries. One of
them will always live in my memory
as he took the ball from a scrum
near the right hand touchline and he
went 90 yards to score in the
diagonal corner.
Sadly, injuries blighted what should
have been a sparkling career. He
did play in three internationals, two
of them in helping Great Britain win
the World Cup in France in 1972.
He figured in the 27-21 win over
Australia, scoring a try and then in
the 13-4 victory over France. But he
missed out on the New Zealand
game and Australia in the final.
Dennis was certainly the sharpest
player I'd seen in a Widnes shirt and
| still think that the only one who has
matched him is Jonathan Davies.

RON GIRVIN cCue’s Mastery :

Unlucky Davies

topte. KuiRRiey oo e

Going back to 1975, Dennis was
only officially ruled out of the final
against Warrington about 10 days
before the final but the medical
experts knew from the moment he
suffered the appalling injury that his
chances were very slight indeed.

| remember physiotherapist Frank
Tobin saying to me weeks before the
game that Dennis would not be fit
but asked that nothing be said for
fear of dampening the player's
spirits.

At least he got to Wembley the
following two seasons, even though
he finished up a loser on each
occasion.

Let's hope no one suffers that sort
of injury today when Andy Goodway
brings his much improved side to
Naughton Park.

Oldham have not had much joy in
the Regal Trophy. In fact, they have
appeared in only two semifinals, the
last being in 1987-88.

That was a tremendous season for
the club and the last time that they
picked up a trophy.

They won theDivision 2 title and
went on to make it a double with the
Premiership as well in that incredible
final against Featherstone. Oldham
were 220 up 26-22 down and
snatched it in the last couple of
minutes when Des Foy made the
break which brought a try for Kevin
Meadows.

In that Oldham side were Mick
Burke, Mike Ford, Mal Graham and
Peter Flanagan.

This competition has been good for
the Chemics and it's one that we
hold a record over Wigan - most final
appearances of eight compared to
Wigan's seven. Well probably until
January!




PERSONAL
Date of Birth: 23/7 /68
Age: 26
Employment: Groundsman at
Leigh RLFC
Played for: Leigh, Northcote
Tigers (N. Zealand)
Orange Unt (Australia)
Married? Single
Car: Vauxhall Cavalier

FAVOURITE THINGS

Sportsman: Linford Christie
TV Programme: Brookside
Music: UB40
Food: Raw Fish, Chop Suey,
Chicken Curry
Drink: Lager

~ RUGBY TOPICS
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Since signing from Leigh during the summer
\ Lee Hansen has proved an instant hit with
Widnes fans thanks to his straight running and
L strong tackling. What you see is what you
A get with Lee - no frills - power football.
o Though he played his rughy in New Zealand
prior to his move to Hilton Park in July 1992,
Lee is of course of Tongan extraction and no
T doubt hoping, along with Emosi Koloto, to
take part in next year's Centenary World Cup.

"7 Lee Hansen...
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Although the programme does not referee is of the opinion that a winger g

@ actually say so, it is clear that the has grounded the ball in the corner {
g w e > = Widnes versus Oldham game on prior to the corner flag going down. i o 3 T
EEEE September 9th 1948 was actually the The touch judge signals touch-in-goal. 'SP EME" 'bS" P wunur \ » \%
P < E = ; second leg of a Lancashire Cup tie. The What should the referee award? The | o, PEACON RD., winNee 9 4 \’ ‘
& © 2 - programme notes commented that, thanks | answer was that he should award a Bt TS e *m

to a performance at Watersheddings of
“dourness and tenacity... we now hold a
great chance to enter the semi final”,

try, this being the only occasion
when he could overrule the touch

o BE judge on touch and touch-in-goal

= £ = before adding of the fare to come “may decisions.

@ 2 é 7 the game he attractive and... our players... It was reported that, subject to R.L.
== S serve up the foothall we all know they are Council approval, C.Warburton and

g 5 = capable of.” T.Gilligan had been awarded joint a

According to the programme those players joint testimonial by the committee.

were due to be: Hutton, Jolley, Bradley, On the injury front, sympathies i
A.Naughton, Kenny or Malone, C.Reynolds, were extended to “S.Butler” F RAN K FA R R E L L f
Anderson, Leigh, H.Reynolds, Williamson, (obviously he and the programme Teltotione WIDNES

2620 & 3313

—

Higgins, Woodward or Whittaker,
J.Naughton.

Oldham's projected line-up was: Glanville,
Tate, Hanes or Mitchell, Mahoney, Spencer,
Batten, Jones, Ogden, Brooks, Anthony,
Tomlinson, Rostron, Shearman.

The referee was Mr. N. T. Railton of
Liverpool with Messrs. Moran and Mosely
running the line.

editor were not on first name
terms) who had picked up a
knock to his shoulder in the ‘A’ team,
shortly after his return from “a nasal
injury.”

The Australians were due to tour that
Autumn, their first post-war trip to Britain,
and to commemorate the event a souvenir
brochure was to be produced “price 1/-" or

adverts, such as that for Speeds, the
electrical dealers, telling you to kick your
Wireless Set (that's a radio for the benefit
of the youngsters) into touch if it was more
than ten years old in favour of a new
model. Meanwhile

the ‘B Movie of the night at the Plaza was

NISSAN
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MAKE US YOUR 1ST CHOICE
NEAR RUNCORN BRIDGE
MOOR LANE * WIDNES * CHESHIRE
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SERVICING

CONTRACT

PATROL GR m m PRIMERA m TERRANO Il

SELF-DRIVE
CAR & VAN
HIRE ALL
NEW
MODELS

r;on A WIDE CHOICE
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In these days before floodlighting the
game, which was played midweek, kicked
off at 5.45pm. No doubt there were plenty
of workers clocking off early that day to
catch the action.

As usual for programmes of that era there
was very little information about the
opposition, in fact on this occasion there
was none, although in an eight page
publication there was very little of anything!
There was a short feature on the rules of
the game in the form of a brain teaser; the

5p to younger fans. The remainder of the
draw for the Lancashire Cup was
reproduced and it would appear that the
draw for the whole competition had been
made at the outset because the semi finals
were already pencilled in as follows: Leigh
or Liverpool Stanley or Warrington or Barrow
v. Oldham or Widnes, and Workington or
Salford or St.Helens or Wigan v. Belle Vue
or Swinton or County Amateurs.

Those were the extent of the programme
notes, the remainder being taken up with

that well known favourite “Mine Own
Executioner.”

WHO AM 1?
Clue No.3

| played my amateur rughy for
Leigh Rangers and was a Widnes
regular as a teenager.
(next clue page 19)

J. PRESTON & SON

MILD STEEL FABRICATIONS, WELDING, DROP ROD & PIPE CLIP SPECIALIST,
INDUSTRIAL FENCING & GATES, BLACKSMITHS, FORGING, PRESS WORK

PITT STREET, WEST BANK, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WA8 0TG.
Telephone: 051 424 3718 « Fax: 051 495 2360
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