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THE CREAM OF MANCHESTER.

Boddingtons Draught Bitter. Brewed at the Strangeways Brewery since 1778.




WIGAN RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

HONORARY PRESIDENT
Mr. A. Thomas
CHAIRMAN
Mr.J.Robinson
E CHAIRMAN
r.T.A.Rathhone
DIRECTORS
Mr.J Hilton - MrJ Martin
COACH
Graeme West
ASSISTANT COACH/ CO-ORDINATOR
Joe Lydon
ALLIANCE COACH
John Pendlebury
SECRETARY
ary Sharkey
GENERAL MANAGER/ACCOUNTANT
B. Pickup
COMMERCIAL MANAGER
David Bradshaw
ACADEMY COACH/DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Ray Unsworth
SPRINT COACH/CONDITIONER
Chri.*3utler
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr. Zaman
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Keith Mills, Denis Wright, Peter Harvey
CLUB DENTIST
Barry Rimmer
GROUNDSMAN
Derek Jones
SOLICITORS
Mr. T.F
rrank Plat sl
TELEPHONE
Club: Wigan 231321, Fax: Wigan 820111
Promotions Dept: Wigan 244367
Commercial Dept:
Tel: Wigan 493703, Fax: 829255
Club Call: 0891 12 11 58

HONOURS
World Club Championship Winners 1987,1992, 1994
Rughby League Championship Winners 1908/09,
1921-22, 1925-26, 1933-34, 1945-46, 1946-47, 1949-50,

1951-52, 1959-60

First Division Championship Winners 1986-87, 1989-
90,1990-91,1991-92, 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994/95,
Challenge Cup Winners 1923-24, 1928-29,

1947-48, 1950-51, 1957-58, 1958-59, 1964-65, 1984-85,

1987-88, 198
1993-94, 1994-95
Floodlit Cup Winners 1968-69.

Div One Premiership Winners 1986-87 1991-92,
1993-94, 1994-95

Lancashire Cup Winners 1905-06, 1908-09,

1909-10, 1912-13, 1922-23, 1928-29, 1938-39, 1946-47,
194849 1949-50, 1950-51, 1951-52, 1966-67, 1971-72
1973-74, 1985-86, 1986-87, 1987-88, 1988-89, 1992-93
League Leaders Trophy Winners 1970-71.

John Player Trophy Winners 1982-83, 1985-86, 1986
87, 1988-89

Regal Trophy Winners: 1989-90, 1992-93, 1994-95
Charity Shield Winners1985-86,1987-88 1991-92
Nissan World Sevens Winners 1991-92

1989-90, 1990-91,1991-92, 1992-93

CLUB RECORDS
Year formed 1872
Limited Company 1921
C

Nickname The Riversiders

Record Attendance 47,747 v St. Helens 1959
Record Victory 116-0 v. Flimby & Fothergill1925
Record Defeat 3-58 v Leeds 1972

Try Scoring Record 62 in 1925-26 by Johnny Ring
Goal Kicking Record 184 in 1992-93 by Frano Botica
Points Scoring Record 423 in 1992-93 by Frano
Botica

The views expressed In this programme are not
n arily those of Wig
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elcome to the beginning of
what should be a great
season of celebration for the
game of Rugby League in
this country, It was one hundred years
ago that a group of far sighted club
secretaries voted to split from the
shackles of the Corinthian idealists in
London to form the Northern Union.
The game of rugby thus became a
sport played by men with completely
different outlooks on life. These
outlooks have seen the hugely
different games of rugby league and
rugby union emerge. While one can
bring the might of the world media
machine to trumpet its spurious claim
to be 'amateur’, the other makes no
bones about its professionalism on the
field but consistently fails to show
professionalism off it. g
Thus, we have before us a season
which should have the highest profile
yet but which seems to be content to
preach to the converted. The World
Cup begins in ten weeks and the
publicity machine has yet to be stoked
with coal. A season which, due to its
brevity, ought to be a special event
with a special format will become a
standard procession of league games
which could easily become
meaningless for many clubs.
The Centenary World Cup should be
on occasion of national importance.
Only in the game's heartland does any
recognition of the event to come
exist. This saddening state of affairs
must change quickly if the game is to
be taken seriously by the national
media.
Another blot on the World
Cup horizon has been the
bitter dispute between the
ARL and Super League
camps in Australia which
could see the game's

“

premier tournament deprived of some
of the world's best exponents of the
arts and crafts of the game.

The Australian game is still at war
with itself with "compromise" a word
bandied about but left on the table at
the end of the day. Ken Arthurson
seems to be protecting 'his' game like a
mother hen, unable to let it go into
the big world and fend for itself.
Regrettably, the close season has been
littered with stories of clubs throwing
money at rugby union players who
may or may not make the grade. For
every Tuigamala or Davies, there is a
Gallagher, an Evans or a Carrington.
A lot depends on whether the buying
club is willing to forgo instant
dividends to spend time with their
signings, grooming them to what is,
after all, a different game.

Looking on the positive side, March
1996 should see rugby league emerge
into the summer sun with a leaner,
fitter more financially aware attitude.
The number of clubs going full time is
increasing. The number of clubs
appointing Chief Executives to look
after the business is also increasing.
The game is slowly coming to terms
with the fact that sport, whether we
like it or not, is a business. With the
amount of money now available to the
game, the chance for consolidation
and expansion should not be missed.
That money must be sent wisely.

The change to summer rugby
(incidentally, whatever happened to
the RFL's report on summer rugby?)
and the influx of Murdoch's millions is
all about spreading the game
nationally. Only if new clubs
from non-traditional areas are
in it after five years can the
Super League be said to have
been a success. After a
hundred years of trying and

RUGBY LEAGUE
CENTENARY
1895 - 1995

failing, the next five years will be
critical for the game of rugby league
in Great Britain.

Clubs are building squads to take them
to the new Super League with
business being brisker on the white
rose side of the Pennines, Castleford,
Keighely and Sheffield
beingparticularly busy. Both Leeds and
Workington have lost their coaches.
Dean Bell and Hugh McGahan form
the new team at Headingley. Both
come with high reputations but are
untried in the coaching role. They are

rried iofftheVlanof =
glin] \award lastyear, Nine
nthsiater, he wonthie Hary;
3 ..‘mulerland Trophy at0ld Trafford,

fortunate to have five months of
competitive fixtures to get it right
before Super League gets underway.
The Cumbrians meanwhile have yet
to appoint a successor to Peter Walsh
who has taken them from the Third
Division to the Super League. Brian
Smith has replaced Peter Fox at the
new look Bradford Bulls. Smith's
return is a welcome addition to the
game in this country and a damning
indictment of the strife in the
Winfield Cup.

On the field during the summer, the
Australians proved that they could
field two Test match sides by
thumping New Zealand with a virtual

...a look around the League with Chris Wilson

second team. The Kiwis were unable
to break down the well organised
Aussie defence making just a handful
of clean breaks in the three match
series. They also conceded points at
the end of each first half allowing the
Australians to enjoy a psychological
advantage over the oranges.

Wales enjoyed a good squad bonding
Tour to the United States where the
comfortable wins were secondary to
giving new players a taste of
International football.

France enjoyed a successful tour of
New Zealand suffering a narrow
defeat in the first Test but recoveriag
to force a draw in the second
Their World Cup group features
Wales and Western Samoa whose
squad has a sprinkling of experience
and without doubt will be
competitive.

This afternoon's Summer Sevens
features Oldham, Salford and St.
Helens.from the red rose county while
Yorkshire's representatives include
Halifax, Keighley and Dewsbt
main attraction is a New Zealand
squad likely to feature Tuigamala and
Henry Paul. Unfortunately, they have
been drawn against the home side in
the first round so the Wigan fans may
be switching their allegiance early in
the piece.

This time last year, Kris Radlinski
carried off the Man of the
Tournament award. Nine months
later, he won the Harry Sunderland
Trophy at Old Trafford capping an
incredible season for himself and his
club. The shortened version of the
game gives a chance for players to
show their skills and we are likely to
be treated to some fine football from
some of the country's best young
players.

Chris Wilson

Today's Sevens
Tournament kicks off the
start of the most exciting
and eagerly anticipated
Rugby League season as
our great game celebrates
its centenary and looks
forward to the future with
the new Super League.
And just like the game
we're watching,
Boddingtons has a similarly
impressive history
(stretching over 200 years)
and a rosy future.

That's just one of the
reasons why our special
relationship with rugby
league in general and
Wigan in particular is so
important.

We'd like to wish Wigan
and the other teams
competing all the best -
today and throughout the
revolutionary season.

S NI A3S

Cheers

lan Hoult
Field Sales Manager
Whitbread Beer Co




WicGAaAN CENTENARY SHIRT LAUNCH

TUESDAY,

Red/White Hoops

WO548 SB/MB/LB
WOS549 S/M/L/XL
WOS550 XXLXXXL

B

White
WOS551 SB/MB/LB

WOS552 S/M/L/XL

C

Red/White Hoops
WOS553 |-13 Shoe

WO554 Youths |-5 Shoe

WOS555 Adults 6-11 Shoe

1sog. AUuGUST

Don’t miss the launch of the
New Puma Wigan Centenary Strips

The Wigan Team
at 12 noon on Tuesday Ist August 1995

The Wigan Theme Shop,
Marketgate Shopping Centre

All priority bookings will go into a free draw
and the first ten out of the draw will receive a

full replica Centenary Kit at 1895 prices

First 100 to collect their new shirts will be
presented with a full size Replica Puma Ball

On the spot draw for a new Centenary Shirt
Meet the Team - Autographs - Special Offers

Come along. Don’t miss it
Put in your priority bookings now!

[

RUGBY LEAGUE

O RI1GINALS

Central Park Wigan
WNI IXF
Tel: 01942 246531
Upper Mall, Marketgate
Shoppinhg Centre, Wigan WNI
Tel: 01942 821484

Tel: 01942 246531

PRIORITY BOOKING FORM

1995

Blue/White Check
WOS556 SB/MB/LB

WOS557 S/M/L/XL
WO558 XXLXXXL

A Blue
WO559 SB/MB/LB

WO560 S/M/L/XL

C

Blue/White Hoops
WO561°|-13 Shoe

WO562 Youths |-5 Shoe

WO563 Adults 6-11 Shoe

- THE NEW PUMA WIGAN CENTENARY STRIPS AVAILABLE IST AUGUST 1995

 PLEASE POST COMPLET-:D FORM TO:
WIGAN RUGBY LEAGUE, MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT, CENTRAL PARK, WIGANLAN-
_ CASHIRE WNI IXF OR DROP IN AT OUR THEME SHOPS AT MARKETGATE OR
CENTRAL PARK OR ELERHONE XOUR ORDER ON 01942 246531
] 3

SUPPORT

WiGAN RuGgBY LEAGUE CLUB

Buy oNLY OFFIcIAL WIGAN MERCHANDISE

news &

JUST A THOUGHT

The National Lottery has now been
in operation for 36 weeks but can
you think of someone you know
personally who has won more than
£200? Our opinion is NO.

Are people becoming disgruntled?
According to information provided
by Teletext, a Bristol lady reckons
that the organisers, Camelot, “do
not let the balls spin long enough!”.
Well, her point may be arguable,
but what we do know is that local
people want to support parochial
activities for the right cause.

That’s why Wigan’s SUPER TEN
DRAW is so popular. Loyal mem-
bers know their contributions go
towards the upkeep of their
favourite Rugby League team who
in turn continue to bring prestige
not only to the town but to the
North West.

In return the Club hold out a help-
ing hand to the community, with-
out lottery handouts.

SCHOOLS PROJECT

Since the Schools Project was intro-
duced in 1994, around 20,000
school children will have been
shown through the various depart-
ments at Central Park in the first
twelve months.

Currently a brand new classroom is
being constructed under the
Whitbread Stand to enhance the
project.

WHAT SUPER TEN BOASTS

For a 50p weekly subscription there
is a chance to win a slice of the
guaranteed £1200 prize money
with a top prize of £200 that is
won every week. Then there are

FIFTY numbers drawn EVERY
WEEK whereby those members
have a FREE personal chance to
win the National Lottery - ALL
FOR 50p! If you can’t beat it, join
it.

To join ring our Promotions
Department (01942 244367).

SUPER TEAMWORK

When it comes to dedication the
Wigan Rugby League SUPER
TEN canvass team has proved to be
simply unstoppable. It was whilst
covering an area of Aspull that the
skies blackened, heavens opened
amidst clatters of thunder and light-
ening. Where many would have
given up - not these lads. They
carried on recruiting and had a very
successful response.

Drenched they might have been but
as one team member commented,
“At least the weather forced every-
one indoors”.

BIG LEAGUE BONANZA
Wigan’s latest BIG LEAGUE
BONANZA tickets are now

on sale.

The draw which carries a

dream prize of a trip to

Australia for TWO in

1996 is supported by

loads of other attractive

prizes.

Tickets are £1 each

and can be obtained

from your usual

Super Ten collector.

The Club would

like to invite inter-

ested supporters to

help make ‘Big

League’ a bumper

success by taking

a book of ten tickets to sell to
friends and relations. There is 15%
sales commission and free entry
into a sellers draw for a Wigan
R.L.EC. Ladies and Gents
watch set.

For the supporter selling

most tickets there is a

special prize of the

last 8 Cup Final

Videos in an

attractive cabi-

net.

S NI A3IS HINWNWNS
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support FORWARD

principle dates season 1995196

© n earlier start than ever to Association does not have a trip 1995 -
the final winter season with organised for this game as many . . & ;
; the traditional Summer 7’ people have already arranged their August 13th Charity Shield at Royal Dublin show -
- really living up to its title own transport, either for a weekend August 20th Stones Bitter Championship Campaign Opens
@  WviththeJulydate. The Grand Slam or just for the day, during the close 7th to 15th October Halifax Rugby League Centenary World Cup Group Games wf
season ended just two months ago season. Match tickets are available . Ketd
— S g gt Py Tidigiss: hieailcgiaeters, 21st to 22nd October HaI!fax Rugby League Centenary World Cup S_eml Finals _
style at Old Trafford, and on behalf 28th October Halifax Rugby League Centenary World Cup Finals et Wembley
[ of all supporters the Association FIXTURE CARDS T.B.C. Regal Trophy Round 1 :
& ;Nould like to thanl.( Graeme and the At the Sevens we usually give out 11112th November Regal Trophy Round 2 =
ads for the entertainment and the small fixture cards for the new
® excitement they provided for us season, but this time the Alliance 25|26th November Regal Trophy Round 3 =
during the historic year. fixtures were not finalised until late 9110th December Regal Trophy Round 4 m
= on, so the cards are still in the 30th December Regal Trophy Semi Final 1 -
TRAVEL process of being printed. If they
Next Sunday, 6th August, we travel ~ have not arrived by today we shall
@ to Warrington for what may well be  have them available at the 1996 s @
z the last ever Locker Cup match. Sheffield match on 23rd 6th January Regal Trophy Semi Fianl 2 m
Coaches leave Central Park at August, or supporters can get 13th J anuary Regal Trophy Fila
i i <
11} 1.45pm. Adults £3, Juniors £2. them during the week from TB.C. Silk Cut Challenge cup Round 1
All travellers will, as always, need to the Theme Shops or the i ™
> be members of the Supporters’ ticket office. T.B.C. Sllk Cut Cha"enge cuP Round 2
W Association for this season’s trips, {EB.C. Silk Cut Challenge Cup Round 3
and we have kept the nominal fee of CONFECTIONERY 27128th January Silk Cut Challenge Cup Round 4
o JPSt {1 sl sl i Slpskas i Ao 10111th February Silk Cut Challenge Cup Round 5
juniors (Under 16s). Fans can sweets as well as 3
- cokEv oFidin op HE BIGHRE 9  PIOBEINES 4k GHE 24125th February S!Ik Cut Challenge Cup Rour}d b‘
i our shop under the Whitbread big shop on the 9th March SIIk Cut Challenge Cup Semi Final 1
= Is(mnd i v Sh;P on thealsspign Spien.kop i 23rd March Silk Cut Challenge Cup Semi Final 2
op. Coach bookings can also be great success last . . - -
= o BTy 27th April Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final
= The first Championship match is at  will continue
© Workington on Friday 18th August  this year. 28th March Super League Campaign Opens
- a pity it isn’t on a Sunday as we
alwrays have: a:great full day outn T.B.C4 John Smith’s European Championship
Cumbria!! Coaches will depart at A
4.30pm. Adults £8, Juniors £6. Wales v England
Englad v France
CHARITY SHIELD Sunday 15_'rh Au_gust sees th_e Wales v France
Between the Locker Cup and the Charity Shield played in
Workington game is the Charity Dublin where we take on
Shield in Dublin on Sunday 13th old rivals Leeds
August. The Supporters’
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S EVENS

fter six very successful seasons
A with Graeme West at the

helm the Alliance team
gained a new coach, John
Pendlebury, for the 1994/95
campaign, and they got away to a
flying start with big wins over
Featherstone and Dewsbury in the
first two games. Narrow defeats by
Oldham and Hull spoiled the early
part of September, but when the
Lancashire Shield competition began
with a 90-0 victory over
Whitehaven. This signalled the start
of a consistent run, and with wins
against Salford, Swinton and holders
Oldham the trophy went into the
Central Park cabinet. The Final, on
12th November, was remarkable in
that all Wigan's twenty four points
came in the last sixteen minutes from
two tries by Kris Radlinski and two
tries from Andy Craig, all four of
which were converted by Sean Long.
As the season progressed several
players caught the eye, with Long
and Craig Murdock forming an
excellent half back pairing and Andy
Johnson completing the triangle with
some excellent performances at loose
forward. Scott Quinnell made his
debut in the 36-16 win at Salford, a
deliberately low key introduction
following the glare of publicity over

JUNIOR RIVERSIDERS NEWSFLASH

his signing. All four of these players
later got the chance to play a part in
the first team success, but it was
Radlinski who really made giant
strides forward, culminating in his
three try Premiership Final Man of
the Match performance and his
Young Player of the Season award.
Another young player who came to
prominence in the latter part of the
season was Simon Haughton, who
also scored a try in the Premiership
Final.

Alliance player
of the season

1 [ Craig' Murdock

The Alliance Challenge Cup was a
big disappointment with defeat at the
hands of holders Oldham in the first
round, but several fine wins of

varying stylesiin the Championship -+ 5
- led to a creditable third place in the
table, just two points behind leaders

Leeds. Matches that particularly .

come to mind are the 54-28 win at
St. Helens in the penultimate fixture

of the season, a game played against
opposition which also/still had
designs on top spot;‘a tremendous
68-63 victory over Castleford and,
for totally different reasons, the 10-6

win at Dewsbury which took place

on a pitch/which looked like a cross
between/Southport beach and an
Irish bog!! 2 ;
Andy Johnson finished top of the try
scorers with 20, whilst Sean Long
gained most points with 196 from 18
tries and 62 goals. Craig Murdock
amassed 160 points from 15 tries and
50 goals. Most appearances went to
Andy Craig with 28. There were s
several candidates for the Supporters
Association Alliance Player of the

seasons, with Craig Murdock taking

the honour. He received a trophy
from the Association and a watch
from Sponsors Goldsmiths' ]eWcllers'
of Market Place, Wigan. 3

This season the majority of Alliance .
games will be played on Thursday

evening, but there will be a pre season

"warm up" against Leigh at Hilton
Park on Tuesday Sth August.

The enrolment night for Heinz Junior Riversiders will be held on Tuesday 8th August at 7.30pm in the

Riverside Club.

The enrolment fee will be £4.00 per child and you should.bring with you two passport size photographs for

your membership card.

Our first meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th September at 7.00pm.in the Riverside Club.

Julie Parker
Secretary

e e

\ team were runners up in thc 1995 Second Dmsxon Pnemlershxp final?

rich Australian club has B] Mather played in 19952

Which club took unsuccessful High Court action against the Rugby League after bcmg
~ omitted from the top division of the Super League?

What did Bradford Northern change their name to in 1995>

Which team beat Wigan in the 1995 Academy Challenge Cup Final?

Who finished runner up to Martin Offiah as the league's leading try scorer in 1995?
Which player was at the centre of a tug of war after reportedly having signed for both
Halifax and Salford in 1995?

8 Which team won the 1995 Australian State of Origin series?

9  Which English club announced the signing of Tea Ropati in June 1995?

10 Which Wigan player scored a hat trick of tries on his Welsh debut in a game against the
American Patriots in June 1995?

N oNu

Bradford Northern have
WHAT WAS THE YEAR? changed their name this
Featherstone Rovers win Challenge Cup.... year.. but what to?
.. Green Vigo arrives at Central Park.... See question 4

.. Mick Cassidy born....
... Dewsbury unexpectedly win Championship....
....two divisions introduced....
... Colin Clarke recalled to GB team....
... BA.R.L.A. formed....
... Eric Ashton resigns as Wigan coach....
... Kangaroo tourists win Ashes....
... Wigan win Lancashire Cup.

CARNENGE

Well, one season barely over - and two more just beginning! Today sees the Annual Sevens, and with it our
seasonal clash with close rivals Leeds.

I'm not quite sure what pointers Sevens Football gives for the season ahead, but it certainly gives the
coaching staff and spectators an early opportunity to assess how young players have developed during the off
season and a further opportunity to view any new or potential junior signings on display.

The game itself - it’s usually quite close - with past results going the way of Leeds!

Let’s hope that changes today.

Ray Unsworth

BRAIN TEASER ANSWERS

S N3IA3IS HIWNKNNS
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MATCH 3 AATCH 4
First Team Appearances and Scorers 1994195 Stones Bitter Keighley New
App Sub AppTries GoalsD.Goals Ptc | |Championsip Fixtures , ;
Paul Atchenson 23 15 7 28 | |Season 1995196
Denis Betts 37 - 20 80 | |aue
Frano Botica 31 2 9 186 408 | [13th ghariltvD S::_elds :tthe ;
. o oyal bublin jowgroun
Mick Cassidy 261276 28 | lis WorkingtonTown A 730BSKYB
Phil Clarke 25 1 7 28 g:h" ‘s":';’g::'sm'" : %c
Gary Connolly 432 3 120 Kick off 3.30pm
Neil Cowie 8% 18 | N e e
Andy Craig - 1 e - | [6th Halifax A 730
10th London B H 300
Martin Dermott 3 - - - 13th ca:n:'l'ommm H 730 (=
Shaun Edwards B i 0 g3 (i Sidbiglionen 4 20 =
Andy Farrell 324 5 89 139 | =
Martin Hall 42 - 13 52 | [7th The Halifax RL Centenary World Cup :
Simon Hathton 7 1 4 16 21st gg:ﬁ:?ﬁ::':f‘g::tenaryWorld Cup
Semi Final 1
':/lr:::h‘:\:\'l]rl‘:‘:)’\]Nles : : 2 8 22nd ‘ﬂ:'e“ ;'lalli‘f!;x RL Centenary World Cup m
= s = Semi Final 2
jeanL L:ng 2 i 2 2 1 52 28th ;Il:lealH;Ii‘f’s:':t'E;ntenaryWorld Cup :
oe Lydon - 1
Barrie McDermott 8 5 4 16 ;‘rgv Leeds A 7.30BSKYB
Barrie-Jon Mather 6 8 6 28| |12 vl
Craig Murdock 10 - 4 1 18 :5th ‘t':‘e;siqford T A 730
Terry 0’Connor 18 9 1 4 2:'1: Re‘;a|"7'f;::y°m e
Martin Offiah | - 53 212 pot
Henry Paul 38 5 19 25 126 | (pEc
Scott Quinnell B 3 5 20| |5 ;‘;“;;‘.’:,?,,’,‘;:;“s AT
: Sl Round 4
Kris Radhqskn 17 4 18 72 e B:::fo N i se
Jason Robinson 35 - 23 92 | [13th Halifax H 730
Kelvin Skerrett e 28| [ s e
Paul Stevens 1 - : 30th g:?':: ;Ir;:,:tl.y
Va'aiga Tuigamala 39 - 25 100
JAN
296 274 1735 1st  Warrington A 3.00
‘| [6th  Regal Trophy
Pepresentative Scores Semi Final 2 . N A " 3
Paul Atcheson (1 try Wales v France) : A e { ) g r g
Andy Farrell (2 goals GB v Australia) 21st Leeds H 300
Jason Robinson (1 try England v Wales) ‘(& S CEE R angs Blpsisteind ! UEHS (1]

lives present today are Robin




