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THIS new award is a variation on traditional
schemes because it can be won by anyone

John Joyner

ALTHOUGH we've trained
through most of the summer it's
good to be back in real action
again this afternoon. With a lot
of matches to fit in during this
shortened season we will find
ourselves doubling up on a
regular basis which will test our
squad to the full. With some
outstanding injuries from last
term and some players still
playing in Australia we are
looking somewhat depleted at
present (a point Pll return to
later). However we do have two
home matches to kick things off
and | believe that even though
not at full strength the teams
that | expect to be able to field
are capable of getting us away
to a good start. As ever that will
only be the case if we perform
to the very best of our ability.
There has been a lot of
playing down of this shortened
season as merely a filler before
the ‘Superleague’ but | don't
see it quite that way. Trophies
are still there to be won and |
want us to be ready for the first

summer campaign in the best
possible shape and that won’t
be the case if we suffer a
disappointing time this term. It
does however give us some
latitude to continue the build up
to next April.

As | said earlier we are
lacking a number of players at [
present, from a squad that |
didn’t believe was strong
enough even before losing the
likes of Blackmore, Kemp and
Andy Hay. During the close
season we have been very
busy trying to strengthen the

that there have been quite a
few disappointments along the
way. The market in Australia is
a very expensive one at present
and at home there just doesn’t
seem enough top talent to go
around. However as we go to
press | am hoping that we might
have been able to add to the
players that we have been able
to bring to the club during the
summer. Whatever, the search
to improve our squad cannot
stop now that we’ve opened our

campaign.

As I've said before | don't
believe that the club can afford
to be content simply to be in the
‘Superleague’, | want us to be
challenging for honours and to
do that we need to develop a
squad to challenge the very
best. If we are to reach that
position then | need to continue
rebuilding over the months
ahead.
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connected with the club, not just our players.
They will of course be eligible (from any of our
teams) but so too will the coaching staff, the
backroom staff and even members of the
Board! Winners of the Man of the Month
award will receive a stylish Centaur blazer.

Fittingly then our first winner is someone
who has worked terrifically hard during the hot
summer months, groundsman JOHN
LUPTON. As well as keeping our pitches in
great shape John has been involved in a
whole variety of tasks around the ground, §
many of which can pass unnoticed by
spectators but are nonetheless important in
keeping up standards and appearances. A
worthy first winner, well done John.
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CLOSE SEASON CHANGES

After a quiet start to the
close season we were involved
in a busy few weeks of activity
as the season’s build up began
in earnest. Movement both on
and off the field saw changes in
the boardroom and the dressing
room.

On the Board, Eddie
Ashton stood down from the
Chairman’s role with vice
chairman Philip Hindle stepping
up to Club Chairman and Jack
Fulton taking on the new post of
Football Chairman. After two
years at the top,

including leading the fight to
clinch us “Superleague”, status,
Eddie wishes to devote more
time to his business but planned
to remain on the Board.
However our AGM was
scheduled to have taken place a
couple of days ago so we may
have seen further changes.

On the playing front our first
new recruit was Adrian Flynn
who joined us from Wakefield
(following somewhat protracted
negotiations) on a three season
contract. Adrian has played in
both the centre position and
second row, representing Gt.
Britain Under 21’s last season in
the former role, where he
seems likely to start his
Castleford career. Along with a
£70,000 fee the deal to bring
Adrian to the club saw winger
Jon Wray moving to Trinity. Jon
played in 55 matches for Cas,
scoring 14 tries. Next we turned
to the Australian market to
secure Andrew Schick from the
Redcliffe club. A back row
forward, Andrew has signed
initially for this coming season
only, but we have agreed an
option for the first
“Superleague” term if he fits
in. The injury to Richard

Russell which will keep him out
for a long spell, created a need
for some additional cover in the
hooking role and our next
signing, that of Colin Maskill
offers us some experience for
that spot. Colin is a local
product who is looking forward
to playing with his hometown
team following spells at
Wakefield, Leeds and
Doncaster. More on our new
boys will follow in the “Profile”
spot in future programmes.

On the debit side, losing
Andy Hay was a disappointment
and although he was offered
terms to stay with the club Andy
opted to join Sheffield Eagles
and we wish him well. Andy,
who joined us in January 1990
from Redhill ARL played in 75
matches for Cas scoring 18
tries.

INTERNATIONAL ROLE FOR JJ

Finally congratulations to
John Joyner on his appointment
as Assistant Coach to England
boss Phil Larder. The honour is
well deserved as John has
made a big impression in the
couple of years since stepping
into the first team coaching role
at Castleford.

Pictured left Adrian Flynn

CLUB HONOURS

Formed in 1913 and graduated to senior status in 1924.

Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners
1935, 1969, 1970, 1986
Rugby League Challenge Cup Runners-up
1992

Rugby League Championship Runners-up
1939, 1969
Rugby League Premiership Runners-up
1984, 1994

Yorkshire Cup Winners
1977 1981, 1986, 1990, 1991
Yorkshire Cup Runners-up
1948, 1950, 1968, 1971, 1983, 1985, 1987, 1988
Yorkshire League Winners
1933, 1939, 1965
Yorkshire 1L;ague Runners-up
1

Eastern Division Runners-up
1964
BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Winners

1966, 1967, 1968, 1976
John Player Troph;/Reggl Trophy Winners

Charity Shield Runners-up
1986

Accepted to Northern Rugby League on February 17th 1926.

CLUB RECORDS
Highest Score
94-12 v Huddersfield September 1988 (Yorkshire Cup)
ggest Winning Margin
86-0 v Wakefield April 1995 (1st Division)
Biggest Defeat
62-12 v St. Helens 16th April 1986
Most Points by Individual in Career
A Lunn; 1,870 Between 1952 and 1963
Most Points by Individual in a Season
R Beardmore; 334 (140 goals, 2 drop goals, 13 tries) 1983-84
Most Tries by Individual in a Season
S J Ellis; 40, 1993-94
Most Goals in a Season
G Lloyd; 158, 1976-77
Most Points by Individual in a Match
G Lloyd; 43 (17 goals & 3 tries) v Millon, September 1973
Most Tries by Individual in a Match
5 by Derek Foster v Hunslet, November 1972;
John Joyner v Millom, September 1973;
Steve Fenton v Dewsbury, January 1978;
lan French v Hunslet, February 1986;
St John Ellis v Whitehaven, December 1989;
Most Goals by Individual in a Match
G Lloyd; 17 (from 18 attempts) v Millon, September 1973
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THE ASSOCIATION was
formed to raise funds for
the benefit of Castleford
RLFC and the players to
enable them to purchase
equipment and other
items.

To date we have had
three functions to raise
funds, these have been in
the way of Dinner Dances
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and a most successful
‘Grand Maggot Race’. All
these events are open to
the supporters of
Castleford RLFC.

Our intention is to
maintain these social
functions during the
season and to inform the
supporters in the Club’s
programme of the

Robert Ruffler

VICE PRESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

WHELDON ROAD, CASTLEFORD

forthcoming attractions.

If you are keen to know how to join the association or to get more information
regarding forthcoming attractions - WATCH THIS SPACE or contact:

at West Yorkshire Motors (01977) 603644

Regestered to carry on audit work and au

Frank W. Hanson & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Financial Advisers to Companies,
Self Employed and Employees.
Agents for Halifax and Leeds
Perminant Building Societies.

St. Oswald House,
St. Oswald Street, Castleford.

47 High Street, Normanton.
36 Ropergate, Pontefract.
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Rugby League

The only other official

uvenir Shop,

at 5 Albion Street,

Castleford

Tel: (01977) 518335

Ak
WHICKSON

PLAYER OF THE SEASON
1994-1995
Tawera NIKAU .......... 30pts
Dean SAMPSON ........ 24pts
Hichatd RUSSELL. 19pts
Richard BLACKMORE . . . . 18pts
Tony SMITH . . ... .. . - 16pts
Graham STEADMAN . . ... 15pts
Tony KEMP. - - = .- 13pts
lee GROOKS .~ 12pts
Andy HAY - . 5pts
CGhiis:SMIFH: .. = = 4pts
Nathan SYKES .- = .. 3pts
Jason ELOWERS . ... .. 2pts
PHilEDEN: == rv = = 1pt

CASTLEFORD RLFC

_ The Big League.
Live only on Sky Sports.

LIVE GAMES EVERY FRIDAY 7PM.
BIG LEAGUE MATCH OF THE DAY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7PM. o &
PLUS BOOTS ‘N’ ALL EVERY TUESDAY AT 7PM. : 5
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At Walkeileld College, yow caw become

very aseitl o & rugly piich.

Carpentry & Joinery...
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Painting &
Decorating...

| Computing...

Whatever your goal in

College has a course to suit your needs.

For details of all our part-time day and
evening courses, telephone for a copy of
‘Pathfinder and ‘On-Course’ magazines.

Ring 01924 370501 - now!

life, Wakefield

Wakefield College

...achieving excellence in training and education
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PERHAPS the choicest piece of whimsey I've
heard in the last couple of years was a bit of
nonsense from an Australian Rugby Union
journalist who announced on national radio
that Rugby League had always been short on
ideas, and had invariably taken its lead from
Rugby Union.

This breathtaking statement was
allowed to go unchallenged by the interviewer
and would no doubt have been taken as a
statement of fact by the listening millions.

The irony and the sadness is that that
is probably how Rugby League is perceived
by folk who are not directly involved in the
game. Sometimes even Rugby League
people seem to think we lag behind others
and react to events rather than instigate
change.

The briefest analysis shows all this to
be a misconception. Okay, the game of rugby
did begin on a Union basis, although present-
day Union and League bear little if any
resemblance to the game of 150 years ago,
and there are grounds for believing that the
story of William Webb Ellis is largely a Union
contrivance to appropriate the ‘rights’ to the
sport. But Rugby League, throughout its
history, has a strong record of innovation;
particularly in the present day, when some of
us rather wish things could be settled down a
little.

The truth is that Rugby League has
always shown the lead to Rugby Union, and
indeed to many other sports including soccer,
starting from the very beginning one hundred
years ago with ‘broken time’ and
professionalism - an issue which Union is
only now, a century later, honestly addressing
and embracing.

Our Northern Union forefathers paved
the way at the turn of the century with any
number of reforms, many of which have been
aped by the Union code in recent years.

Among them were the amendment of
the knock-on law to allow a fumble, and the
introduction of the ball-back rule after a kick
into touch on the full; both of which have been

«.with Groundhog

introduced into Union in the last twenty years
or so. And the scrappy Rugby Union play-the-
ball rule was happily dispensed with in 1899.

Players were also numbered in the
early years to allow ease of identification for
spectators - a concept which was anathema
to Union's rulers who, until very recently,
officially regarded their game as being one
purely for the players.

Northern Union matches were given
extra meaning right from the start. Nine days
after the historic meeting at the George Hotel,
Huddersfield on 29th August 1895, the first
competitive matches were being played
under the Yorkshire and Lancashire Senior
Competitions, with Runcorn winning the Red
Rose section and Manningham coming top of
the White Rose pile.

The following season the Challenge
Cup was launched - followed three-quarters
of a century later by the Rugby Union’s own
version. And in 1901-2 the Championship
itself was introduced; eighty-odd years before
the Union’s conversion to league rugby.

Under visionaries such as founding
and long-serving secretary Joseph Platt and,
in the twenties and thirties, the immortal
Lance Todd, the game continues to thrive;
and was never afraid to embrace change.

The Challenge Cup final was taken
south to Wembley in 1929 - a gamble, and a
brave one - and the first floodlit match took
place in December 1932 when Leeds beat
Wigan 18 - 9 at London’s White City Stadium
before a big crowd, at around the same time
that the Arsenal were pioneering floodlights in
soccer.

In the mid-thirties the fledgling French
Rugby League proposed a World Cup. This
time the rest of the Rugby League world was
a little slow to catch on, and the Second
World War was an obvious distraction. But
the inaugural competition eventually took
place in France in 1954 - thirty-odd years
before the Union's first effort - to be won in
magnificent style by Dave Valentine’s Great
Britain.

The innovations continued through the
sixties and seventies. Substitutes were
allowed for the first time in 1964 - up to and
including half-time subject to a doctor
confirming injury - and Sunday rugby was
introduced at a time when most other sports
stayed firmly rooted to Saturday. And the
limited-tackle rule was born, to breath fresh
vigour into the game.

Individual clubs continued the tradition
of abandoning tradition - most memorably
New Hunslet, who introduced their
controversial TV-style goal posts at their
Leeds Greyhound Stadium home. The single
supporting post was rooted on the dead ball
line, and Oldham winger Mike Elliott wasn't
best pleased when he became confused and
placed the ball down for a ‘try’ outside the field
of play. New Hunslet's idea was one which
failed to spread like wild-fire.

In 1987 the ‘double-header
Premiership Finals at Old Trafford were
launched; and towards the end of the eighties'
jerseys became flashier and flashier, at their
most extreme resembling the more
controversial works of art at the Tate; another’
innovation which Union has followed but
which it might best have left alone.

And now, as the League embraces its
Centenary, perhaps the most revolutionary
proposals of all have been made, with the
Super League, mergers, and Summer Rugby.

To the relief of many, the planned
mergers have been kicked into touch. The
Super League, however, remains; and
summer rugby seems to have somehow
sneaked in through the back door.

It isn't a new idea. In fact it's probably
as old as the game itself, and was a favourite
of Lance Todd. But the reality is now just
around the corner - and the attitude of most
fans appears to be one of bemusement as we
enter the unknown with matches due to be
played in the blistering heat of the English
summer.

However summer rugby develops,
though, you can safely bet on one thing.
Based on past experience, summer rugby will
not be the last major innovation in the game
of Rugby League, amongst the most forward-
thinking of sports. Not by a long way.

\

HARDY
Jorms & supplies

Castleford's winning team for printed forms
and computer supplies.

We'll kick your forms problems into touch!

Invoices, Statements, Cheques, Remittances, Continuous Multipart Forms, Laser Forms

01977 558441 or Fax 01977 603036

HARDY BUSINESS FORMS, PARK ROAD, CASTLEFORD, W. YORKS WF10 4RR

GROUNDHOG







