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ROLL ©F HONOUR

Club Secretary: Karen Scoft
Commercial Manager: Ray Hill
General Manager: Terry Donovan
Hon Doctors: Dr. G. Radcliffe, Dr. D. Atherton
Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherapists: Mr. N. Hodgson,
Assistant Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Coach: Andy Goodway
‘Foothall Manager: Alan McCurrie
Alliance Coach: Graham Beale
Academy Manager: Brian Gartland
Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons:
Mr. D. Walker
Official Timekeeper: Mr. J. Roscoe
Hon. Safety Officer: Roger Norris
Programme Editor: Ray Hill.
Comments in this programme are not necessarily the clubs.

MARIO’S

PIZZERIA ¢ TRATTORIA

o= Welike to feed a
N winning team for the

best pizza’s & pasta

in town, call in and

‘ &P try us.

Just like Oldham Rugby we are No.I.

125 Yorkshire Street, Oldham.
Telephone: 0161-624-6923

The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Telephone: 0161 652 5244 &
0161 624 4865

Chairman: Jim Quinn
Directors: John Chadwick, Roger Norris, Mike Winterbottom

CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championshij
: "h —%ﬂ Winneprs 4
1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

Runners U'I:
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09,
1921-22, 1954-55
First Division Champions
1904-05

Second Division Champions
1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88

Rugby len&lue allenge
(uq inners
1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners Ug
1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24,
1925-26
Lancashire Cup Winners
1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14,
1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58, 1958-59
Runners U|I)
1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19,
1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67,
1968-69, 1986-87, 1989-90
Lancashire Championship Winners
1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22,
1956-57, 1957-58
Runners U
1908-09, 1910-11, 'I"Hl-l 2,
1919-20, 1923-34, 1954-55
Lancashire Shield Winners
1975-76, 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy
1979-80, 1985-90
Second Division Premiership
1987-88

Wigan Sevens Winners
1991-92

CLUB RECORDS
Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City
ril 1959
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull KR.
September 1978
Record Attendace: 28,000 v Huddersfield
24th February 1912
Record Receipts: £37,505.50 v Wigan
5th October 1989
Record Transfer: £70,000 to Halifax for
Fee Paid: Tony Anderson
March 1990
Record Try: Ref Farrar, 49 Tries,
Scorer: 1921-22 season
Record Goal: Bernard Ganley,
Scorer: 224 goals, 1957-58
season
Record Point: Bernard Ganley,
Scorer: Eiﬁ poimi Ety
verpool City,
April 1959
First Game: 21st October 1876
v Stalybridge

Highest Number: Bernard Ganley, 2,881
Fﬁf oints Scored T o
ost Appearances:  Joe Ferguson
Most #rges: Pre 1900 Jach Hirst 233
Since 1900
Alan Davies 182
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ne hundred years ago this evening
the organisation we now know as
the Rugby Football League was
three days old and a man of
Oldham, Joseph Platt, was already
established as a leading figure in the battle
to establish the breakaway Northern Union
in the industrial towns of Lancashire and
Yorkshire.
In recalling with pride the men from
Watersheddings who had the vision and
foresight to join those pioneers who laid
down the roots of our great game, | think we
should also pay tribute to the club officials,
players and supporters who have carried the
Rugby League flag in Oldham for more than
a cenlury.
Not only in Oldham but throughout the
North West, the game has been handed
down through the decades from generation
to generation, creating a deep-rooted culture
which hundreds of thousands of people
cherish dearly and guard jealously.
That was never more in evidence than in
those dramatic weeks of last April and early
May when the game was passing through its
biggest upheaval since that night in August
1895 when Oldham and Halifax, our
opponents this evening, were among the
clubs which gathered at the George Hotel in
Huddersfield to break away from the Rugby
Football Union over the issue of bona fide
payments for broken time.
Nearly 100 years on we were not discussing
six shillings a week to compensate
footballers for time lost at work, but an offer
to the game of £87 million from media
baron Rupert Murdoch’s massive News
Corporation organisation.
As part of the original deal there were plans
to merge many of the best-known clubs.

Oldham and Salford were to form one club
and so were Halifax and Bradford or Halifax
and Huddersfield. There were plans to merge
the Hull clubs and, among others, Wakefield.
Castleford and Featherstone.

Rumblings of protest among club loyalists
Quickly became a roar that was heard from
Wigan to Westminster and from Post Office
Road to Parliament. It was an issue which
turned the spotlight of the sporting world on
to Rugby League and provided the game with
unprecedented exposure in the national
newspapers, on television and in the major
sports programmes on the radio.

The backlash against proposed mergers was
staggering and so intense that, as we all
know now, there was a major rethink at the
top and the formulation of a new policy
which led to a three-division split, to be
headed by Super League, and a more
widespread circulation of the available
money from News Corporation.

It was a very human story and one which
revealed how so many supporters cherish
their club and their heritage, if you like, with
heart and soul. not to mention pounds and
pence. Perhaps the message to people
charged with the responsibility for running
the clubs is that the strength of our game lies
in the determination of its supporters to
work for its continuing security as we look
ahead towards the turn of the century and
the great unknown.

Oldham supporters couldn’t possibly have
done more in their fight to retain the club’s
identity, and I'm sure the Halifax directors
will also acknowledge that Thrum Hall fans
did everything they could to make sure that a
link-up with Bradford or Huddersfield was
avoided at all costs.

As chairman of Oldham, | have considered

long and hard
during the
summer what all this
means and | have concluded that we should
devote less attention in future to chasing
success and searching for moonbeams and
more to establishing a firm administrative
and financial platform on which we can build
a club with sufficient foundations to stand
the test of time and still be here in another
100 years from now.

A warm welcome tonight to the Halifax
officials, players, coaches and spectators and
a warm welcome too, for Eddie Hemmings
“Stevo” and all the Sky television team.
Joseph Platt and those early planners didn't
know what they were starting when they
assembled at the George 100 years ago last
Tuesday.

We've come a long way and with YOUR
continuing loyalty and support and the
financial backing of News Corporation we've
a lot further to go yet.

—y—
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Patterson & Rothwell Ltd

Quality without
compromise

PRECISION Toolmakers & Injection MOULDERS

Tel: 0161 620 0292 Fax: 0161 627 0916
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“IN MY OPINION,
GURERT BALLS ARE
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CLOSE:UP ON...

ABI EKOKU

6' 3" summer signing from London
Broncos, Abi is the brother of Efan, the
Wimbledon striker, and a top athlete in
his own right, having represented Great
Britain in the Discus.

JOHN BENTLEY

Former England Rugby Union
international who turned pro with
Leeds in 1989 and came to Halifax
along with Gary Divorty on the eve of
the 92/93 season. Strong and elusive,
‘Bentos' is infamous for his long range
spectacular tries. He played for Great
Britain in the World Sevens twice
gained an England cap in last seasons
European Championships, and had a
stint in 94 with the Balmain Tigers in te
Winfield Cup competition.

JOHN SCHUSTER

Western Samoan ace goal kicker and try
scorer, who broke the club pointsin a
season, the League goals in a season
and the club points in a game records
last season. Appointed captain of
Western Samoa for the forthcoming
Halifax World Cup, the former New
Zealand All Black is now in his third
year at Thrum Hall, having signed from
the Newcastle Knights for the start of
the 1993/94 season.

GRANT ANDERSON

£85.000 tribunal buy from Castleford
during the 1994 close season, but
limited by injury to just two
appearances last term. Now fully fit and
raring to go, Grants confidence has
been aided by selection for the England
train on squad for the forthcoming
World Cup.

MARK PRESTON
Former Fylde RUFC and England B

international, now in his Sth season at
Thrum Hall since signing from Wigan in
1991. Won Challlenge Cup and League
medals with the Riversiders but, despite
his awesome pace and deadly finishing,
international honours in the
professional game have eluded him.

CARL BRIGGS

Son of former professional Trevor,
signed from Sheffield Eagles in July
after making 28 appearances for the
last term. Drop goal expert!

WAYNE PARKER

1994 close season capture from Hull
Kingston Rovers, where Wayne had
followed brother Frank into the Ist
team. Suffered injury problems towards
the end of last season after forming a
fine partnership with the now departed
Mike Hagan, but is now back fit and
raring to go!

KARL HARRISON

Club captain now back to his best after
a serious knee ligament injury cut short
his 1994/95 season. A 1992 GB
tourist, Karl (or '‘Rhino’ as he is known
to his colleagues) is the cornerstone of
the Halifax pack. Previously with
Bramley and Featherstone, he was a
record signing from Hull, and the clubs
first major purchase following
promotion in the summer of 1991. He
has become the most capped Halifax
player of all time (with 22 GB caps)
thanks largely to his performance in the
94 Ashes series, and has again been
called into the England squad for the
World Cup.

PAUL ROWLEY

Followed coach Steve Simms from Leigh
last November where he had been a
first tcam regular since signing for the
Leigh Academy at |7. Now a regular
GB Academy international (he was a
toursit to Australia last summer) Paul
has shown again and again why many
are tipping him as the next Great
Britain hooker.

JOHN FIELDHOUSE

'Veteran' star previously with
Warrington Widnes, St. Helens and
Oldham (where he was player coach)

HIAL
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before joining 'Fax in 1992. John is as
fit and tough as ever and he has put in
some of the best performances of his
career whilst setting a fine example to
the youngsters at the club. Never gives
less than 100%.

WAYNE JACKSON

Humberside based prop forward signed
in May this year from the old Doncaster
club where he enjoyed a successful first
division season. Started his career at
Hull KR.

SIMON BALDWIN

Another Leigh youngster who followed
Simms across the Pennines in October
94. Just 20 years old, 'Sid' had played
in the first team at Hilton Park since he
was |7. He toured Australia last
summer with the Great Britain
Academy, and has two international
caps (v France) at that-level. Played for
England in last seasons European
Championships.

PAUL MORIARTY

Swansea and Wales RU international
who turned pro and signed for Widnes
in February 1989. His league career has
been jinxed by injury. Which saw

him miss the 1993 Challenge Cup final,
but his capture by Halifax last summer
following a tribunal valuation was
inspired, and he was to reward Fax with
some of the best Rugby of his career.
‘Mozza' has represented both Great
Britain and Wales since switching
codes.

MICHAEL JACKSON

Major 1993 signing from Wakefield
Trinity (for an undisclosed fee reputed
to be near the £100.000 mark), who
had beaten 'Fax to his signature two
years earlier pace when Michael joined
them from Hunslet. ‘Jacko' has
outstanding pace and strength, but bad
luck with injuries prevented him
attaining the consistency which will
undoubtedly bring him further
recognition in the future. Despite this
however, Malcolm Reilly showed no
hesitation in including him in the GB
side for the 2nd and 3rd Tests against
New Zealand in 1993, and his form
towards the end of last season shows why.

FANX
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Metropolitan Borough

Tackling the issues...

on all fronts!

Employment and economic development, education,
the environment, housing, recreation and culture, social services,
roads and transport plus a good deal more!

Enquiries about Council services and policies to the Chief Executive’s Department.
Telephone 0161 911 4708

ue to the Bank Holiday weekend
these notes had to be penned
before the Warrington match last
Sunday, but at the time of
writing | was hoping that Steve Wilde of
Saddleworth Rangers would be signed in
time to make his debut.
There is a massive gull between the
National Conference and the Stones
Centenary Championship, but with Rob
Myler, Scott Ranson and Nigel Heslop
on the injured list and David Jones still
in Australia, Steve was in line for his first
senior game sooner than one would
normally have expected.
He impressed us in his two Alliance
team trials and now thal he has signed
for Oldham we wish him well and trust
that he will fulfill the potential we see in
this strong-running 21 year old.
The same applied to 15 year old Dale
Aldred, whom our Academy coach Brian
Gartland regards as “one for the future”
and also to Afi Leuila, who is expected
to be joining us in a few weeks from
New Zealand.
Alfi impressed a lot of people while with
St.Helens last season, but at that time
there was some difficulty in obtaining a

DY GO

LAWRENCE
PERRINS & SONS
LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1947

176, Oldham Road, Springhead,
Oldham. OL4 5SJ
Telephone: 0161 624 1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

PLUMBERS - ELECTRICIANS
HEATING ENGINEERINGS
SECURITY SYSTEMS

work permit for him and, reluctantly,
they had to let him go.

He is the brother-in-law of Va'aiga
Tuigamala and a former Tongan Rugby
Union international centre, [ am
confident he will do well here, add to
the strength of the squad and prove that
he is capable of holding his own at
Super League level.

I thought our performance against

St.Helens was a significant improvement
on how we played at Wheldon Road.
Saints, of course, are full-time
professionals now and I'm sure you must
have been able to tell a difference when
thinking back to the Saints teams of
previous years. Even compared with last
season, they looked bigger. stronger and
faster. In some respects they reminded
me of a Wigan side and that was
because, like Wigan, they now have their
players in for work every day and not
three of four evenings a week - in many
cases after a 40-hour working week -
like us and most other clubs in the
Rugby League.

As it happens we are going full-time on
January Ist and | feel sure that, when we
do, we will have a much better chance of
competing with teams like Saints on a
level playing field.

The matches against Castleford and
Saints were extremely competitive, full-
bloodied affairs and I daresay most of
the games still to come will be as well.
Rugby League doesn't lend itself to
anything less and | know there will be
lots of.good rugby for the fans to enjoy
this season.

ODWAY

GAP

STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE
29A LONDON ROAD
STOCKTON HEATH
WARRINGTON

TELEPHONE: 01925 601111
FAX: 01925 604000
MOBILE: 0836 600609

“STEEL PARCELS AT
TRADE PRICES”

WA4 656G
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OLDRAM RUEEY [JeneU: MERCHANDISE

HOME & AWAY NEW REPLICA SHIRTS NOW IN STOCK
CALL IN AND GET YOURS STRAIGHT AWAY

SHIRTS (away) size 36" toclear ...........covueuennnns £20.00
SHORTS (home & away) various Sizes .................. £10.00
POLO SHIRTS .« .vuevnenineieeeeneennenaenannns £1599
SWEATSHIRTS: 5 0o s s s s s s i £25.00
L0 ———— £5.00
TRACK SUITS . .eneeeteteee e e eeeeeeeeaeaanannns £49.99
7,08 41 1 £49.99
WATERPROOFS . .vvvineteeeeeeieeieaneananns £39.99
HOLDALLS ..ttt eee e eee e eeeeaeanas £1299
RUCKSACKS: wonzmsivss i S s s £9.99
g 17 o ———U——————— £4.99
WATCHES .. vttveeeteee e eee e eiaeieeaenaens £29.99
DRILLTOPS o .vittnieee i eee e e eeeeaaanns £29.99
FLEECE JACKETS .+« vuvetteeeeeeeeeeeeeaenenanans £34.99
[:1:00) 00 4 3 .Y £8.99
BEARVES vt b s st sl s b i £5.00
0], —— £5.00
CANTERBURY SHIRTS ..ueveineinenannaannnnnnns £15.00
1] 21 i S £15.00
L G DS £25.00
[ 1 £5.00

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR PERSONALISED WATCHES!
CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK. CLUB BADGE AND OUR BEAR LOGO.
CHOOSE WHICH ONE YOU LIKE... A GREAT GIFT.
LOADS MORE BARGAINS...
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm. Saturday 10am to 1pm

TANFIELD (Oldham) Limited

TANFIELD

LIMITED

125 Chamber Road,
Oldham,
Lancashire.

OL8 |AA

Tel: 0161-633 4872
0l61-627 0435

Fax: 0161-627 0448
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COmERCAL CORNER

LEAVING PRESENTATION

Mrs Edna Kenney a cash Bonanza Agent for more than
ten years has retired. We would like to thank her for all
the effort she has put in during her long and loyal
service.

Edna and her husband were our special guests at our Ist
home match against St. Helens and we presented her
with a lovely clock for all her hard work.

THE BEAR IS
COMING

Wait for it, we are
bringing our bear to
real life and we are

looking for
i someone to wear
=/ the suit.

If you are over six
foot and like having a
bit of fun please ring me
on 0161 620 4870
He will be out and about
for the visit of London
Broncos.

NEW OLDHAM
HOTLINE

Have you telephoned our new Talk Line for all the
latest reports and interviews, call this number

08914400 70

Calls charged at 39p per minute cheap rate and
49p per minute at other times.

Oidham Rugby News, Interviews,
First for all the latest gossip.

Listen to Andy Goodway, Martin Crompton,
and many more and find out the facts
about all the team news.

Updated every day, If you want to know
what’s going on keep in touch by ringing
The number

BIRCH HAL

Restaurant, Function Suites,
Residential,
Conference/Banqueting Facilities
always available

Rhodes Hill, Lees, Oldham, OL4 5EB
Tel: 0161 624 8875 & 0161 624 4391
Fax: 0161 633 0854

OUT OF
THE BLUE...
SOMEONE
DRIVES
INTO YOU

WE GUARANTEE TO GET YOU BACK ON
THE ROAD WITHIN ONE HOUR

DISCOUNT MOTOR SERVICES
for details

PHONE FREE ON
0800 132423
ELLEN GARAGE NOW

OLDHAM HOTLINE 0891 44 00 70
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