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FOLLOW LEAGUE INTO
THE NEXT CENTURY

SPORTSPHEEL

THE SPECIALIST SPORTS BOOKSHOP

Stocking all that’s new in books,
magazines and videos
(especially from Oz)

Offering complete coverage of
Rugby League all over the world

Europe’s leading Sports Bookshop with
branches in London and Manchester

IF YOU’RE INTO LEAGUE
GET INTO SPORTSPAGES

Mail Order Service Available
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ello and a warm

welcome to all

our regular fans

who have made

their way to the
Valley tonlght

A special welcome, too, to
all those who have come
along here this evening and
may possibly be watching
Rugby League for the fFirst
time.

We will be hoping to show
those of you who may be
neutrals that this is an
exciting and attractive
game - and let’s hope that
at the end of tonight’s 80
minutes you won't be neu-
trals any more!

| am sure the wide-open
expanses of Charlton  will
suit our style of play and I’'m
also hoping the atmosphere
generated this evening will
match that of the game at
Brentford when we put one
over on Leeds.

That midweek  trip  to
Watersheddings proved a

litctle too 'much ' Ffor
some of our youngest
players after all the
headlines  they had
| grabbed against
Leeds.

I hope that they can
put the record
straight tonight and
show the home fans
that the result was

1 all wrong,

Yes, | was upset at
the way we per-

formed ‘at Oldham,

"",IM THE HORSE's

HIF HE

but, by and large, | was
pleased with the win
against Workington.

New skipper Terry
Matterson did well
although he's not yet in
peak form after a lay-off in
Australia, while Ffull-back
Paul Hauff showed what
I've known all along - that
he’s a class act, He scored
four tries against Town to
add to the two he grabbed
against Sheffield.

That’s six in two games
and I've told him we expect
him to keep up that average
of ‘three a game until the
end of the season!

As an Aussie, | suppose
you punters out there want
to know where my money is
going in tomorrow’s World
Cup Final between my boys
and your lot!

Well, 'to be truthful, |
haven’t been all that
impressed with the
Kangaroos so far. They're
obviously . missing their
Super League stars and |
have my doubts whether
they can raise their game
again after that real tough
one against the Kiwis last
Sunday.

I reckon England should
be favourites and are good
value at current odds, but
being an Aussie | can’t real-
ly bet against my own coun-
try can I?

Enjoy tonight’'s game and
if it's your first let’s hope
it’s not your last....

~'MOUTH ...

Jj_/_’l_'} DD
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previot
Wigan,

role with the Roughyeds. Coach
Andy Goodway has shown confi-
dence in both players, originally
Gibson played in the number one
shirt with Atcheson playing in
the threequarters. These roles
have been reversed for recent
games with Gibson - formerly
with Huddersfield filling the
wing berth.

_ Scott Ranson is a former
Swinton winger who scored 14
tries last term. He has been a
strong finisher ever since his
amateur days with Thatto Heath
- where he gained BARLA
International honours. One of
the best finishers in the game at
present must be the ex
Warrington, Chorley, Trafford
and Rochdale centre Darren
Abram. The 28 year old current-
ly tops this seasons try count for
the Lancashire club, a position

VAU X

SAMSON

he also held last term with fif- Warrington during the close Another former

teen touchdowns. Abram scored season. Bradford prop
in four of Oldham’s first six . forward is Craig
ames, including a pair in the ‘ - Richards, he is
eptember victory over the ol | fil ko the brother of
Broncos. i | Basil Richards
Gl | ) the ex
The wing threequarter berths Yorkshire product 7 Francis Warrington for-
in the early season games have Maloney, the son of the former ward who is now
gone to 24 year old ex Rochdale Dewsbury and Hull star John has  with Huddersfield.
player Adrian Belle and former been a vital cog in the side this
Wigan reserve Mike Neal. He had season as regular half back part- And an ex \
a considerable spell with ner to Martin Crompton. Huddersfield forward
Doncaster last term before mov- Maloney, previously with Leeds, is Chris Parr. Often (g
ing on loan to the Featherstone and Warrington, seen as a potential ;
Watersheddings last spring. has taken over the role of goal- top grade player Parr made the
f kicker. move to the Big League via the
Winger Rob Myler played in Swinton club.
the opening two games of the Established star threequarter
season - he joined Oldham from Paul Topping scored 152 points

last season, the former Leigh
player can play stand off or full

back and often commands the

The Best Read tag of utility player. Top try scorer forward for
A i Oldham last season was loose
on our Visitors forward Mike Kuiti. He has moved
to Wakefield during the close sea-
son and his place in the Oldham
‘ pack has been taken by
Oldham’'s overseas' register Hensingham product Howard Hill.
ifnclUdeds a couple of ﬂ?ntl row & NSt
. orwards from New Zealand. ne of the most consistent for- VR
by Paul EngI’Sh- Prop 'Jason “Temu' joined" the wards for the Roughyeds since
club last September just days being signed from Halifax for the
after the signing of second start of the 1994-95 campaign is
rower Joe Faimalo. If that name second rower Gary Lord. His
is familiar to you then it is rugby career started at Leeds
because elder brother, Esene, before he joined the Thrum Hall

plays for Leeds. club in October 1991.

422 ST R AT WY P T B )

Ex Leeds East and former lan Gildart represented
BARLA youth player of the year Lancashire and Great Britain
(in 1992 and 93) John Clarke has  Under 21s whilst with Wigan.
secured the hooking role this  With limited opportunities at
term. Last season Clarke had Central Park he moved to
competition from the now Wakefield Trinity before making
banned David Stephenson. the move to Oldham in the 1995

close season.

Big prop forward lan Sherratt
is a regular collector of man of Andy Goodway made fourteen
the match awards for the changes in his seventeen man
Roughyeds. His career started in  squad for the game at
the Bradford Northern Colts Warrington giving debuts to
side a decade ago and his youngsters Jimmy Cowans, Mike
Oldham career has been split in  Edwards and Chris McKinnie.
two by a period with Salford. He  Regular Alliance team members
marked his first grade debut Gary Burns and Paul Davidson -
with a try for Bradford against the ex-Widnes forward - were
Whitehaven. also in the starting line up.
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APTAIN'S 1O

Hello to all our Supporters and welcome to Charlton Athletic Football Club.

\ Jeis been a long month’s break and | can assure you the players are ready for
théstough 'schedule ahead. Finally.all our players are here with the arrival of
young Brisbane forward Shaun Keating. We all welcome Shaun and’ his new
bride...

Tonight’s.match against Oldham is sure to be a hard one, but the guys are keen
to avenge the 19-8 defeat Oldham gave us justa few weeks back. The boys have
been training hard the last fortnight so look foward to a good performance.

Last game’s result against Workington Town was just what was needed with a
4 try.haulto former International Paul Hauff. There was much to like about the
performance of veteran Kevin Langer who took man of the match honours.

I'hope you the supporters enjoy the-facilities at Charlton and look forward to
a great game.

TERRY MATTERSON

another
quiet Friday night in
with Sky

The Big League - Exclusive live match
every Friday at 7pm
The Big League -

Full match coverage every Sunday at 7pm
Boots ‘N’ All -
Rugby League magazine show every Tuesday

for more details about Sky call
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the Cherry and Whites have been champions in
1981-2 and 1986-7. Inconsistency has led to
.~ many changes. Andy Goodway is the club’s
' eighth coach in the last decade, a list that
_includes the former Hunslet and Bradford
~ Northern’s Australian forward Mal
~ Graham. He was succeeded by two other
Auss:es, Peter Tunks who had played in
- England for Sheffield and Salford and
_ the former Parramatta prop was fol-
owed by international loose forward
' Bob Lindner had a successful three
1month stint in 1994, a stint that
- resulted in the Roughyeds escaping

- The club’s most successful period
- was between 1906 and 1914. They
~ won the old style Championship in con-
- secutive seasons (beating Wigan both
tlmes) and were runners up in the three
,,seasons preceding their First champi-
- onship success. They also finished as
. league leaders on two occasions during
" this period.

Challenge Cup success was achieved as
. long ago as 1899 (beating Hunslet 19-9) and
by 1927 Oldham had won the cup three times
| but they still await the ultimate league dream -
; | a Wembley Cup final appearance.

OLDH
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autt To A Hyer

NEW boy Paul Hauff
followed up his two-
try debut aginst

Sheffield with a
record-equalling four
in this romp against a
strangely subdued
Workington side.

He now joins Evan
Cochrane (who
acheived his feat in
that win over
Sheffield), Mark
Riley, Mark Johnson
and Scott Roskell in
the London record
books.

 Hauff  used _his
height as he grabbed
his first try after just

two minutes—-and

added further scores
‘after 17, 56 and 70

minutes...of..what
proved a very one-
sided encounter.

There was also a
highly-promising
debut from Terry

‘Matterson, who has

signed on a three
year contract from
parent club-Brisbane
and will captain' the
side.

Matterson sig-
nalled the start of his
new career with an
impressive 16-point
haul, consisting of six
goals and a 60th
minute try.

Ikram Butt also
raced over for a try
— and could have
had two more but for
an attack of Butt-er
fingers! — and Evan
Cochrane and _Steve
Rosolen also crossed

' the whitewash.

The, last times
these two side met
was in the Second

Division Premiership

Final at Old
Trafford, where
injury-hit  Broncos
were never really in
the hunt.

This time the boot
was very much on
the other foot with
Workington's ' =only
scores .being . tries
from Penrice (15)and

McGinty (66):

Ben Walker shows a clean pair of heals to the:Workington Town
defence. Let’s hope he can do the same to Oldham tonight!




DEVELOPMENT

The early birds at the World Cup opener would have wit-
nessed Mini League teams Hemel Hempstead, St Marys
Hendon, East London and Surreyheath do battle. It was a
great day out for the kids who enjoyed the chance to play
on the hallowed turf immensely. They responded tremen-
dously by putting on a very enthusiastic and entertaining
display.

Another development around town in Junior Rugby League
was the U/11 and U/17 10 aside tournament held at Barnet
Copthall last Saturday. Five under 11 and four under 17
teams took part to make a successful day. Teams from
Hemel Hampstead, East London, Surreyheath, Kingscroft,
Mill Hill, Reading and Chiswick all submitted teams to play
in the round robin competition. The under 11’s had the
added incentive of having the chance to be picked in a rep
team to play Mod League against the North East as a cur-
tain raiser before tomorrow’s final.
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HERE’S A BASIC GUIDE
TO RUGBY LEAGUE

A TRY

A try is worth four points. A try is scored
when one team player touches the ball
down over the goal line of the opposing
team.

A conversion is when the ball is kicked
straight between the posts, and above the
cross bar.

A scrum takes place after a mistake is made

or the ball is kicked into touch ( out of play ).

The forwards lock together briefly, the ball
is put in from the side - then play
resumes.

A KNODCK DN
A knock on is
when a play-
er loses
control
of

the ball and it falls to the ground in a for-
ward motion, resulting in a scrum.

A DROP GODAL

A drop goal is executed when a player posi-
tions himself anywhere on the field then

“ drops “ the ball and successfully kicks the
ball directly through the posts and above the
cross bar of the opposing team.

THE CHANGE OVER

The change over is exactly that. The ball is
handed over to the opposing team when the
current team has used up all of their six
tackles.

INTERFERENCE OF PLAY

Interference of play occurs when a player
directly interferes with the flow of play ( at
the play of the ball a defending player stops
an attacking player from playing the ball ).

FORWARD PASS

The ball at all times can only be passed
backwards. If the ball is passed forward, a
scrum is awarded to the opposing team as
for a knock on.

OFFSIDE

Offside applies when a player or the entire
team advance forward before the play of

the ball by the opposition. There are

many other forms of offside which can

be learnt by watching the game. N.B.

The defending team must be in line

Ve with the referee. Listen out for shouts

of “ GET THEM ONSIDE “

A GRUBBER KICK

A grubber kick is when a player drops the
ball and kicks it for position before it touch-
es the ground. If the ball hits the ground
before being played it will be deemed a
knock on !

A PENALTY

When a penalty is awarded, a team has two
options ;

1 - to take a kick at goal ( between the
posts ) which is worth an extra 2

points.
m“ . 2 - kick the ball fur-

ther down the field
out of play and then
"x\ i

restart equal to
N where the ball left
the field.

ecccccoe filtll e



WORLD GUP

Paul English reviews the early

rounds of the World Gup
spotlighting the players who
have made an impact.

THE HALIFAX CENTENARY RUGBY LEAGUE WORLD CUP

The successful summer Ru§by Union World Cup compe-
tition held in South Africa has now been supervened by
an equally prosperous competition in the thirteen a side
code. The competition celebrating a hundred years of
independence has been re-vamped to includin%vnovice
World Cup nations Fiji, South Africa, Tonga and Western
Samoa. And it's proved to be a brilliant success story
with good attendance’s throughout the competition.

To any neutrals reading these notes attendance's of
2,173 at Cardiff for the France v Western Samoa game;
and 4,845 at keighley for Fiji against South Africa may
seem minimal in comparison to other sports. Yet all
attendance's have exceeded forecasts and the absence of
full live television coverage has brought much criticism
from fans of a game which is“mainly confined to the
north of England. The Cardiff attendance verifies the
growing support of the game, with well over 2000
watching a game in which the sport and participants
were totally foreign.

Group One - Ne Surprisss

Australia may have scored the opening try but England
were able to overcome the Kangaroos to register the
first victory in the Wembley opener. Youngster Andrew
Farrell rightly collected the man of the match award with
a display which included a try and two goals. The best
moment - undoubtedly Paul Newlove’s interception try
which turned the game.

Fiji were freely tipped to bring their sevens style rugby
to the World Cup - and the Rhinos were certainly made
to suffer with the Fijians scoring ten tries. Two days later
the South Africans showed their lack of experience los-
ing 86-6 to Australia at Gateshead. Pundits had been
predicting a scoreline in the region of 140-150 points -
so at least the Rhinos can be acclaimed for their dedica-
tion and commitment to the game. The group one con-
test moved to Wigan were a full house witnessed.a com-
prehensive 46-0 English victory over Fiji.

At Huddersfield the Australians_followed England in
preventing the Fijians fromiscoring and qualified for a

Po”ﬂooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

semi final meeting with New Zealand. England also kept
a clean sheet when they met South Africa later the same
day and the 46 points scored ensure top spot for
England.

Group Twe - NiwPs survive

The Kiwi's were always favourites for the second group
and duly obliged - but the opening group game against
Tonga could quite easily have resulted.in an.upset.
Leading 24-12 with ten minutes remaining Tonga had the
opportunity to register the first shock of the competi-
tion. They failed, the Kiwi’'s fought back and they:scored
the necessary points to acquire victory with a 25-24
scoreline.

Two days later the Tongans failed to defeat Papua New
Guinea - leaving the Kumuls the nearly unbelievable
opportunity to win the group. That encounter ended all
square at 28-28 and the Kiwis finally stamped ‘their
authority on the group with 22-6 demolition of the
Kumuls at St Helens.

threa - Wales wallz through
Quite rightly described as the group of death.
Theoretically all three teams had the perception of being
group favourites. After all the French had held the Kiwis
to a draw in the summer, the Samoans had Inga the
Winger and the Welsh were on home soil.

The French went out at the first hurdle, losing 6 - 28 to
Wales and were totally buried at the second obstacle
when the Samoans overran them 56:- 10.

So the scene was set for the first real “knockout” game
in the competition. A capacity 15,385 Vetch Field crowd
clutched the only real chance of Welsh sporting success
- and their league stars duly.obliged with a 22 - 10 vic-
tory. The game was never a free flowing advert - more
thehard,:no nonsense cup tie with both sides desperate
for victory and the Welsh thoroughly.deserved the spoils.

England
Australia

Fiji

South Africa

New Zealand
Tonga
Papua New Guinea

Wales
Western Samoa
France

|
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The Welsh line up for the National Anthem

NAMES TO REMEMBER

If Johah Lumu is the name that will always be recalled
from the Union World Cup then who will be remembered
as the star of the Centenary Rugby League World Cup?

Here's just a few names for consideration.

Steve Menzies of Australia must be the best try scor-
ing forward in the game at the moment. Top of the
Winfield Cup try charts he re-inforced his image with a
brace of tries against both England and Fiji. But watch
out: for goalkicking Wigan star Andrew Farrell - whose
form has meant that Phil Clarke has had to move into the
second row.

Former Castleford centre Richie Blackmore returned
with the Kiwi's and showed that he has lost none of his
try scoring touch, Fijian Lliese Toga became a star with
his forceful running at the expense of the South Africans.

The Mann cousins were nearly heros in Tonga’s des-
perate defeat against New Zealand, Bobby Goulding had
a big night-on his old home territory at Central Park
against the Fijians:

Andrew Johns became.a world record holder as the
Aussies demolished South Africa_at Gateshead; lestyn
Harris is now a firm favourite with the.natives of Cardiff
and Swansea as.a major influence as the Welsh marched
to the semi-finals.

The Kumuls had a star too - predictably scrum half
?drian Lam who was theiinspiration as PNG drew with

onga.

So that’s just a few of the names who will be remem-
bered from the Centenary World Cup.

wenees MATGH REPORTS ..........

ENGLAND TAME THE RED DRAGON
ENGLAND 25 WALES 10

England doused: the fire of the Welsh~dragon in an
emotional encounter at Old Trafford:

But despite the 15-point winning margin this was
never easy for England against a Welsh side that fought
its collective heart out.

England’s back three of captain Dennis Betts, Phil
Clarke and Andrew Farrell was rock solid and combined
with _the inventiveness of Tony Smith and Bobby
Goulding and the .support play of wingers Jason
Robinson”and Martin Offiah, Wales were never really
competing on level terms:

Only in the last'quarter did the Welsh backs really get
into their stride and to the delight 'of their 10,000 fans
Wales managed a try through Rowland Phillips.

But, like. all close-fought games, this one turned on a
number of controversial incidents:

Was Offiah offside when he took Guilding's:brilliant
crossfield kick for his first try?

Did Offiah ground the ball properly - or as TV replays
showed quite clearly did he bounce it - when he scored

900000000000 0000000CCPOOGO
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his second from another superb
Goulding kick over the heads of the
Welsh defence?

And why, in heaven's name, did
Wales' Paul Moriarity get involved
when Kelvin Skerrett high-tackled
Farrell? His 10 minute sojourn in the
sin-bin cost Wales dear when Offiah
scored the first of his two touchdowns.

KIWIS HILLED OFF IN
RA T1

ENT ME
AUSTRALIA 30 NEW ZEALAND 20

After fighting back from what
seemed a completely lost cause at 20-
6 down with 20 minutes to go, the
Kiwis had two clear chances to book a
final place in this thrilling encounter.

With just three minutes left of nor-
mal time, Matthew Ridge and Richard
Blackmore had combined brilliantly to send Kevin Iro
over in the corner.

The kick - right out on the touchline - was difficult, but
skipper Ridge had been in tremendous form. This time
he missed. And he was also narrowly wide in the dying
seconds with a drop goal attempt from 40 metres.

“I wanted it on my right foot, but had to take it on my
left,” said the distraught Kiwi.

But Ridge mustn't blame himself. The Kiwis’ inspira-
tional leader, along with Gene Ngamu, Blackmore and
the Iro Brothers - Kevin and Tony - were the central fig-
ures in a remarkable comeback.

So the game went into a final 20 minutes of death or
glory and it was the Kiwis who were killed off as the
Kangaroos, showing the admiral professionalism for
which they are known throughout the RL world, grabbed
the two tries that sent them to Wembley.

Sub Matthew Johns - brother of Andrew - sent over
Terry Hill for the first in the 87th minute and Brad Fittler
crossed eight minutes from the end to wrap it all up.

Earlier, the New Zealanders had looked shot to pieces
in defence as the Aussies raced into a 10-0 lead in the
opening 10 minutes. It was a bad start, rather than those
missed kicks, that cost New Zealand a place in
tomorrow’s final.

Fiji and South Africa get in a tussle to gain possession







