'omcgm CLUB SPONSOR

" - ol
*‘ : ? T

i

“Tok 0161 665 3173 Moblle: 0374 6076:

No. ; T G DG
[ ] PAUL ATCHESON [ 8 & | : ' || MIKE UMAGA
(] AFILEUILA C R “of | | JOHN BENTLEY
(] DARREN ABRAM LRI T4 || JOHN SCHUSTER |
(] PAUL TOPPING (IO KPS [ | FERETI TUILAG
[] ROB MYLER { B 1 | 'y~ | | ABIEKOKU
] FRANCIS MALONEY. L BT | [T CHRIS CHESTER
[ ] MARTIN CROMPTON H E R || CRAIG DEAN
("] IAN SHERRATT HE N [ | KARL HARRISON
[ 1JOHN CLARKE HE N S | | PAUL ROWLEY

? [ 1JASON TEMU L & | || PAUL ANDERSON

= [ ] GARY LORD [ FL I || WAYNE JACKSON
[ ] JOE FAMALO N N || MICHAEL JACKSON
(] DAVID BRADBURY L L] || SIMON BALDWIN
(] HOWARD HILL : [ CI 8 || WAYNE PARKER
[_J IAN GILDART LI LR || PAUL MORIARTY
[ ] ANDREW PATMORE mn [ | ASA AMONE
[ | MATT MUNRO { 14 M | @ | | CARL GILLESPIE

[ W ]

L8 8

HE N

H'E N

N N

HE N

L LS

[ I8 I | [

Today's Officials

MATCH REFEREE MR K. KIRKPATRICK TOUCHJUDGES MR B. LEE: MR A. RANDERSON
RESERVE MR R. ELLIS IN GOAL MR S. WILLIAMS MR P. A. BYRNE

[sostar .| | W T

e a

Matchday Magazine Designed and Printed by Colourplan (01744) 23868 P THEBOFFICIAL OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE £1.50

PONSOR B.T.

——
3

:
g

EEEEEEEN




Chub Directory

Oldham Bears RLFC
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
( 0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office

=Y 0161 626 4501 Information Line
A -— 0891 44 00 70 Oldham Hotline

7 N _ 0161 624 9615 Shop Line
a‘ \hm’ -

CLUB Directory

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS

g 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57 Runners Up
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55

FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1904-05

LANCASHIRE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS

1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926
LANCASHIRE CUP WINNERS

1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958 Runners Up
1908, 911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968, 1986, 1989
SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1963-64, 198I1-82, 1987-88

Second Division Premiership Winners

1988, 1990 Runners Up 1992

Ciub Records

RECORD VICTORY

63-0 v Goole, March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup Rd 1)
67-6 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD SCORE

70-10 v Bramley, Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd4)
67-6 v Liverpool City, 4th April 1959 (League)

Chaimman JAMES QUINN
Directors JOHN CHADWICK
ROGER NORRIS, MIKE WINTERBOTTOM

Chief Executive |JAMES QUINN
Chief Secretary KAREN SCOTT
Media Marketing Manager DA VI HUGHES

. ; RECORD ATTENDANCE
Commercial Manager RAY HILL 28,000 v Huddersfield, Feb 24th 1912
Senior Accountant PAUL TRAFFORD L
Dental Surgeon MR. N. GIBBISON TRIES IN A SEASON

% u é TP Reg Farrar 49 1921-22
Physiotherapist MR. N. HODGSON, TRIES IN A CAREER
Ass Physiotherapist MR. J. WATKINS Alan Davies 174 1950-1961

TRIES IN A MATCH
Coach ANDY GOODWAY James Miller 7 v Barry, Oct 3lst 1908
GOALS IN A SEASON

Football Manager ALLAN MCCURRIE
AEance Coach GRAHAM BEALE

Bernard Ganley 200 1957-58
GOALS IN A CAREER
Bernard Ganley 1,358 1950-1961

mw m BRIAN GARTLAND GOALS IN A MATCH
Bernard Ganley 14 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959

Hon. Consuitant Orthopaedic Surgeons . 4
POINTS IN A SEASON
MR. D. WALKER Bernard Ganley 412 1957-58
POINTS IN A CAREER

Official Time Keeper MR. J. ROSCOE
Hon. Safety Officer ROGER NORRIS

Programime EditorRAY HILL.
Conditioner ANDREW JACKSON

Bernard Ganley 2,761 1950-1961

POINTS N A MATCH

Abe Johnson 30 v Widnes (12 goals 2 tries), April 9th 1928
MOST APPEARANCES

Jow Ferguson 628 Sept 1899 - April 1923

MOST CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES

Photos courtesy of The Oldham Evening Chronicle Joe Lawton 134 Sept 1897 - Nov 1902

Comments in this programme are not necessarily
the clubs.

ALL THE ABOVE RECORDS ARE RELEVANT
1O OLDHAM FIRST CLASS FIXTURES ONLY
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JAMES QUINN Chaimman’s

OUR hig entrance into Super League at Boundary
Park last Saturday didn’t go according to plan,
but we were encouraged by our second-half
performance and by the attendance of almost
8,000.

A lot of people made the effort to turn out and support us
in Super League and | feel sure they must have enjoyed
the big build-up and the pre-match entertainment,
culminating in the arrival of the sky divers and those rip-
roaring fire-crackers as the teams came out, introduced
individually by Mike Stephenson, better known as Stevo of

be awesome.

Edwards, Farrell and Connolly would grace any world
side. We didn't do ourselves justice in the first half and
that may have had something to do with the big occasion
and all the hype.

The Wigan players have been used to it for years. After
eight Challenge Cup finals on the trot, more big cup
matches than one can care to remember and that epic
World Club championship win over Brisbane Broncos in
Australia, Boundary Park last Saturday would be just
another game to them.

Perhaps the sense of occasion, and the

Sky Sports.

These pre-match entertainment packages
do not end, of course, just because the
Sky cameras are not here today. At each
home game throughout the summer
there will be something to catch the
imagination of fans in the couple of
hours or so before kick-off.

Starting at today’s game against Halifax
there will be an Academy fixture as a
curtain-raiser, followed by more fun and
games, including our Bear, our new
cheer-leader girls (a Watersheddings
welcome to them) and youngsters from
local junior sides doing their races in
front of their mums and dads and a lot of
interested spectators.

Ray Hill and David Hughes put in a lot of work to prepare
the entertainment package at Boundary Park and | thought
it all went off exceptionally well.

It was a pity our performance on the field didn’t match up,
but | remain convinced that we are a much better side than
we looked on Saturday and | am sure we will prove it
conclusively before the season is much older.

We were unfortunate to meet Wigan on a day when they
had a few things to prove to a lot of people. By their own
admission a few people were suggesting they were on the
decline and they set out their stall, in the words of Sean
Edwards, “to make a statement to the rest of the league”.
They are a fine side at any time. But when they are in the
mood for vengeance, as they were on Saturday, they can

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

importance of doing well, got to some
of our lads, but we improved as the

|| game went on and | am sure that we
will eventually confound a lot of our

| critics, who wanted to write us off

| Dbefore we even started.

" Believe me, this is going to be a

| terrific summer season and | hope the
fans who did us proud at Boundary
Park will stay with us because we
badly need that backing both on and
off the field.

Until we can generate the sort of
income Wigan get it is difficult to
match them, but | was pleased with the
way we stuck at it in the second half, played some good
rugby and scored three tries.

We now face Halifax today - and a sincere welcome to
everyone from Thrum Hall - before taking on Paris St
Germain in the Charlety Stadium on Monday. Anyone who
saw how Paris beat Sheffield on TV last Friday night will
know that we face two tough matches in the space of three
days.

Hope to hear you loud and clear; not only today at
Watersheddings but also in Paris on Monday. To those
fans making the trip, have a good time and let's hope the
long journey home is a happy one on the back of our first
away win in Super League.

JIM QUINN
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What do you think of this report! Did you enjoy
the day? Should a news corporation paper bhe
building the game up, not knocking it!

Simon Barnes sees a new competition follow a familiar
rughy league script

The Times 1/4/96

Oldham rugby league team the artists formerly known as the
Roughyeds (a dialect term for hard-men, harum-scarums and lar-
rikins), have reinvented themselves in response to the challenges of
the game in its new avatar as the Super League. They are now
Oldham Bears.

What bear did they have in mind, | wonder? Sooty, perhaps? Yet they
lacked Sooty's certainty of his own identity. On reflection it was
apparent that their ursine role model was Paddington, who as all
lovers of literature will recall, makes his first appearance wearing a
luggage label on which are enscribed the unforgettable words:
"Please look after this bear."

Wigan looked after them, alright. They went to Boundary Park on
Saturday night to instigate the new era of rugby league, and left after
winning 56-16, and now for some thing completely the same the
utter dominance of Wigan in the sport of rugby league.

How else could we tell that this was a thoroughly modern occasion a
great move into the future, an example of sparkling marketing?
Simple there were cheerleaders. A macho nickname and cheerlead-
ers, two snippets of paste-on Americana. Modern? It Is the America
of the Fifties, bobby soxers and rah rah bears. If this is the cutting
edge of the sporting post modernism, then Grease is a biting satire
on contemporary mores.

Yet cheerleaders are sine qua non of modern sporting life in this
country. They are required not to cheer, but to deliver the message
that the marketing department is really trying awfully hard.
Cheerleaders are an aspect of sporting America's ancient history.
Yet, after the bear bit, yes, there was a man dressed up as a bear, and

’ ‘\m»’ -
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the cheerleaders and the other bits of outdated Americana, there was,
yes, rugby league. What we had was tripe and onions in a sesame
seed bun garnished with to-may-to and thousand islands dressing.
Good sport is not about buns and garnish. It is about meat, the “mad
cow" disease of competition. Wigan showed all that. A pair of second
half tries from Edwards said more about sport than a thousand pom-
pom waving little girls or a million marketing men.

The occasion was not really about the ringing in of the new, nor even
about the distinctly useful, novelty of judgement by television replay.
The first try of the night was, historians, the first to be confirmed by
television. Offiah touched down and after replay officials decided that
Quinnell had not, after all knocked on, he had his score.

The real drama of the occasion was Wigan's search for a new certain-
ty after their shattering Challenge Cup defeat. On Good Friday, they
have a rather more searching task when they play St. Helens, fancied
by many as inaugural Super League champions. It needs no garnish
to make that encounter look appetising.

The point is not the new dawn, it is that rugby league is and has
always been, whatever time of year you play it a bloody good game.
Or product as we are supposed to call it these days. Exit Wigan pur-
sued but not terribly closely, by a bear.

Scorers: Oldham Bears: Tries: Abram, Myler, Maloney

Goals: Maloney (2)

Wigan: Tries: Connolly (3), Radlinski (2), Offiah (2), Edwards (2),
Paul, Hall, Goals: Farrell (6).

Oldham Bears: P. Atcheson, A. Leuila, P. Topping, D. Abram

(sub A. Patmore, 30 min), R. Myler, F. Maloney, M. Crompton,

|. Sherratt, J. Clarke, J. Temu (sub |. Gildart 59), G. Lord

(sub H. Hill 30), J. Faimalo, D. Bradbury (sub M. Munro 22).
Wigan: K. Radlinski, J. Robinson, V. Tuigamala (sub R. Smythe 51),
G. Connolly, M. Offiah, H. Paul (sub A. Johnson 65), S. Edwards,

N. Cowie, M. Hall, T. 0'Connor (sub K. Skerrett 27), S. Quinnell (sub
S. Houghton 27) M. Cassidy, A. Farrell.

Referee: D Campbell

CUSTOM MADE FLAT PACK PRICES!

KITCHENS

STEPHEN J. BATTERSBY
INDEPENDANT DESIGNER & SUPPLIER OF PROPER TACKLE

TELEPHONE: SADDLEWORTH 01457 877776

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70
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YOURSELF NOTHING
94M XJR 4.0 Supercharged A, Turquoise/Cream
Hide, 1 Owner, Premium Stereo, Elec Seats,

| Air Con £39,950

95M Sovereign 4.0 A (New Shape),

| Turquoise/Oatmeal Hide, 1 Owner, Covering onty
6,500 miles, Full Spec ........ciiininnnnn.. . £39,950
94M Sovereign 4.0 A (New Shape),

Til Hide, All usual ign Features,

ESR, Cup Holders, Premium Stereo System, Lthr
Steering Wheel, 13,000m... ...£39,450
94L Gold 3.2 Auto (94Mdl),

1 Morocco Red/Doeskin Hide, Twin Air Bags,
Alloys, Alarm, 1 Owner, 20,800m...............£22,
93L XU6 3.2 A,

Hide, 59,000m.

AR
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ANDY Goodway

Don't write us off as Super League no hopers... that's
my message to all those people who will want to read
too much into our heavy defeat by Wigan at Boundary
Park last Saturday.

If some scribes and punters think we will be holding up
the rest come the end of the season, on the strength of
what happened last weekend, that's up to them. They
are entitled to their point of view.

But | know, and | am sure the players know, that we can
perform to a much higher standard than we attained at
Boundary Park.

The truth of the matter is that we didn't play well. | am
not going to get involved in such things as the decisions
of the 'second referee' and the TV replay.

It has been introduced to make things more efficient,
but difficult decisions will always go against one side or
the other whoever makes them.

My only complaints about last Saturday concern the
way Oldham Bears played... or didn't play, if you like.
Wigan played very well indeed, especially in the first
half, but we played poorly and got what we deserved,
although | am sure we will bounce back.

We never got going right from the kick off. We missed a

LAWRENCE PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1947

176, Oldham Road, Springhead,
Oldham. OL4 5SJ

Telephone: 0161 624 1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

PLUMBERS - ELECTRICIANS
HEATING ENGINEERINGS
SECURITY SYSTEMS
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certain try, conceded penalties and made handling
errors, whereas Wigan set out their stall to dominate us
from the word go.

It was always going to be difficult, but we let ourselves
down in certain areas. We seemed to freeze on the big
occasion, although | must say there were some good
individual displays, led by Paul Atcheson and Martin
Crompton.

Atcheson was outstanding. Crompton tried hard and
there was a lot of hard work done in the forwards by
men like Joe Faimalo and lan Sherratt.

Individually, our performances were not bad at all, but
collectively there is still a lot of work to do. You can take
it from me that that work will be done.

One thing that we won't do is panic. That achieves noth-
ing. In team meetings leading up to last week’s big kick
off we promised ourselves we would make a conscious
effort to stay calm and retain our self belief if things
started to go wrong for us early on.

To panic would be counter productive. To remain calm,
while acknowledging what went wrong at Boundary Park
and working hard to put it right is the way forward.
That's our plan and we stick with it.

GIAP

STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE
29A LONDON ROAD
STOCKTON HEATH
WARRINGTON
WA4 656

TELEPHONE: 01925 601111
FAX: 01925 604000
MOBILE: 0836 600609

“STEEL PARCELS AT
TRADE PRICES”
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Oldham are leaders in Super League merchandise
OI_DHAM Tl

Metropolitan Borough [

Tackling the issues...

on all fronts!

Employment and economic development, education,
the environment, housing, recreation and culture, social services,
roads and transport plus a good deal more!

GET YOURSELF KITTED OUT
FOR THE SUPER LEAGUE
AND THE TRIP TO PARIS

ALL THE PRICES AT THE LOWEST THEY WILL EVER Enquiries about Council services and policies to the Chief Executive’s Department.
BE THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF APRIL Telephone 0161 911 4708

Town Square Shopping Centre Oldham




NEWS FROM The Junior

DON YATES Down

Happy Easter and a big hello to all you Bear fans. A
special welcome to our nearest Yorkshire visitors Halifax.

| have had to write these notes in a sad mood after our
defeat by Wigan, but... let’s put that behind us and look
forward to our first Super League victory today against
the ‘blue sox' (I wonder where that name came from??)
Have you been or sent mum & dad along to the shop in
Town Square to get your Junior Bears membership form?
The sooner we get them back, we can start to put all
those new plans & ideas into action. ‘Act now'

| hope you all enjoyed the pre-match entertainment as
much as | did.

Looking forward, we play Paris on Monday in our first
away fixture, to all those of you who are travelling have a
safe journey, I'm not sure whether or not they will allow a
Bear in, so if you see me give me a wave.

Let's hear those cheers again this afternoon loud & clear
‘Come on you Bears’ & look out Paris here we come!!

Buster Bear

TODAY’S MASCOT
SPONSORED BY TOWNFIELD
CAR SALES
Huddersfield Road
Tel: 0161 624 9387

SIMON WALSH
Age: 12
School: Royton & Crompton
Favourite Player: Jason Temu

McCarthy s Catering

CELEBRATING A WEDDING, ANNIVERSARY, 18TH, 21ST OR EVEN A SPORTSMEN
DINNER, WE CAN OFFER AN EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF HOT AND COLD FOOD

Don Yates Looks Back To A Match
From Yesteryear

Rugby League’s bright new era began with last week's
Super League spectacular over in Paris and it is set to
continue here today with the visit of Halifax. As founder
members of the Rugby Football League, both Oldham and
Halifax have enjoyed a number of triumphs but both sets of
fans will agree that further success for both clubs is long
overdue.

Oldham’s last major trophy success was way back in 1958
when they won the Lancashire Cup. Halifax do not have to
go so far back but their Challenge Cup victory of 1987
must seem a lifetime away to their demanding followers.
Halifax began that memorable cup campaign with a visit to
Fulham and a 38-10 victory. Round two saw Halifax beat
Hunslet 29-10 at Thrum Hall and when Hull Kingston
Rovers visited Halifax in the quarter-finals the result was
another comfortable victory, this time by a margin of 35-7.
Widnes were favourites to beat Halifax in the semi-finals
but not all semi-finals go to plan and the Chemics were
eliminated 12-8.

Halifax’s opponents at Wembley were St. Helens who
disposed of Swinton (home) 18-16, Dewsbury away 48-12,
Oldham away 24-14, Whitehaven home 41-12 and Leigh
14-8 in a tough semi-final at Wigan.

Wembley was its usual colourful occasion on Cup Final
day as a crowd of 91,267 assembled to watch the following
two teams do battle:

Halifax: Graham Eadie; Scott Wilson, Colin Whitfield,
Grant Rix, Wilf George; Chris Anderson, Gary Stephens;
Ben Beevers, Seamus McCallion, Keith Neller, Paul Dixon,
Mick Scott & John Pendlebury,

Substitutes - Brian Juliff & Neil James.

St. Helens: Phil Vievers; Barry Ledger, Paul Loughlin,
Mark Elia, Kevin McCormack; Brett Clark, Neil Holding;
Tony Burke, Graham Liptrot, John Fieldhouse, Andy Platt,
Roy Haggarty & Chris Arkwright.

Substitutes - Paul Round & Paul Forber.

This final turned out to be a tremendous advertisement for
our game. It was full of incident and produced a nailbiting
finish which included two late disallowed touchdowns by
St. Helens centre Mark Elia which would have taken the
trophy to Knowsley Road. Halifax won the trophy by virtue
of a superb first half performance which saw them turn
round 12-2 in front. Tries by Wilf George and Seamus
McCallion, both converted by Colin Whitfield, put them
firmly in the driving seat. Paul Loughlin had landed a
penalty for Saints and when he converted Mark Elia’s try
garly in the second-half, Saints were back in it at 12-8.
Lance Todd Trophy winner Graham Eadie interrupted a
superb defensive display to score a try on 51 minutes and
Whitfield's conversion left the score at 18-8. Paul Loughlin
then reduced the deficit to six points with a try which he
failed to convert but fifteen minutes from time John
Pendlebury had the good sense to drop a vital goal which
increased the Halifax lead to a decisive seven points. Four
minutes later Paul Round stretched over for the try which,
with Loughlin's conversion, set up a pulsating closing 11
minutes in which Halifax just managed to hang on and
register a thrilling 19-18 victory.

It was a magnificent performance from both teams and one
which we hope to see repeated over again as the Super
League action moves on into the summer months.

BEE FAMILY FINANCE
IF YOU REQUIRE CREDIT FOR

* Small Personal Loans

We can also arrange credit

* Household Goods facilities for leading fashion shops

e Carpets in Oldham and Manchester

* Furniture A family business that looks after your family’s needs

*TV’s . JUST CALL IN AT THE BEE FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE
* Car rerpairs etc Telephone: 624 9908

s COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES VERY WELCOME

01457 832607

VALE MILL LODGE, HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, MICKLEHURST, MOSSLEY
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PARR
GROUP

Joseph Parr (aLco) Ltd
BUILDERS AND TIMBER MERCHANTS
Your Local Supplier
of all Building
and Timber Products
Call us on

0161 633 1264

Higginshaw Lahe,
Royton, Oldham.

REDDISH
DEMOLITION
LIMITED

ALBION HOUSE

PROUD SPONSORS AND
SUPPORTERS OF
OLDHAM RLFGC

CLOSED CIRCUIT
TELEVISION
SPECIALISTS

Unit G1
Brookside Business Park,
Greengate,
Middleton, Manchester.
M24 1GS
Telephone

0161-654 7449

Facsimile

0161-624 3333

TODAY'S Big

Match Sponsor

TONES|

‘BITTER-

On this day...

Don Yates recalls this day in history.

It was on this day in 1994 that one of Rugby League’s
legends, top Australian forward Artie Beetson, rejoined the
Sydney Eastern Suburbs club as recruitment officer. Beetson
had previously played for and coached the Roosters who are
now known as Sydney City. As a player, Beetson was regarded
as being one of Australia’s finest front-row forwards. He played
in 29 internationals, four World Championships and toured
Europe with the 1973 Kangaroos. *

Another of the game's legends, utility back Gus Risman had a
successful evening on Wednesday, 5th April 1933. That day he
turned out in the centre for Salford who entertained Bramley at
the Willows. The Red Devils won 74-3 and Risman clocked up
32 points from 13 goals and a brace of tries.

It was on this day in 1988 that Mark Aston, the record
breaking Sheffield Eagles half-back, returned to Owlerton after
spending a month on loan at Bramley. Aston was eventually
transferred permanently to Featherstone but he is now back with
the Eagles and at the start of this campaign had scored a career

total of 1,428 points for Sheffield, a club record.

On Sunday, 5th April 1959 Great Britain met France in
Grenoble. There were no Halifax players in the British line-up
but three of the team were from Oldham second-row forward
Charlie Winslde and the right flank of winger Ike Southward and
centre Alan Davies. Britain had put fifty points past France the
previous month but in this match they were unable to cope with
a whirlwind start by the French who led 19-0 at half-time.
France held on to win 24-15, their hero being Gilbert Benausse
the Lezignan stand-off who scored two tries and three goals.

It was exactly twelve months ago today that the Rugby
League Council met at Headingley, Leeds. Top of the agenda
was a proposal to switch to summer rugby but it was during
this meeting that Maurice Lindsay was involved in telephone
conversation with News International. It was later revealed that
arrangements were made for talks involving Rugby League’s
Board of Directors and News International and these talks
eventually led to the formation of the European Super keague. .

LISTEN TO YOUR FAVOURITE PLAYERS ON 0891 44 00 70 OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE;__ - 13




THERE IS EVERYTHING YOU NEED AT

ALL THE BEST NAMES YOU EXPECT AT PRICES YOU WON'T BELIEVE
Repair Agents % All Year Round Club
Open Six Days
Lo i TN Why not visit our discount shop
Lt PRAMCOTS
76 Yorkshire Street, Oldham

OUCHER
Please present

Tel: 0161-628 9754
BABYLAND

1 this advert for £10
54-56 George Street, Oldham

off when you
Tel: 0161-624 1160

e g

l spend £100 or

1 more( this voucher
1 may only be used

1 once and may not
| be used against

i any other offer or

I at sale times.

O.R.L.F.C.

e e e e e . e e e e e s e e ]

WE'VE CURED HEADACHES
FOR THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers of upholstery
fillings for over a century, Platt &
Hill make foam and fibre fillings
of the highest quality right here
in Oldham.

So reliable are our products,
that Oldham RLFC have selected
them to cushion the uprights of
their goal posts.

In a way, you see, we've
prevented headaches all round!

PLATT & HILL
\\\ FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS
Lo v

S 3/ ' . FIBRE FILLINGS DIVISION
1}:}. ;T lé.. Belgrave Mill. Keswick Avenue
== -Qlidham Lancs OL8 2.2
Tel 061626 4638 Telex 669550
Fax 061-627 3265

BEARS (uestion

I mlll with Andrew Patmore

FULL NAME: MATTHEW JAMES MUNRO

DATE OF BIRTH: 5/2/71

BIRTHPLACE: MUDGEE NSW AUSTRALIA

HEIGHT: 178cm 510"

WEIGHT: 92kg 1461b

NICKNAME AT CLUB:

OCCUPATION: Professional R.L. Player, Land Economist
Registered Valuer.

HOME: 10 Roundhill Way, Waterhead, Oldham or Parramatta,
Sydney, AUST,

CAR: Nissan Bluebird SSS

MARRIED: Girlfriend Michelle

CHILDREN: N/A

FAMILY: Father Jim, Mother Sue, Sisters Katrina & Melissa.
WHAT WAS YOUR AMBITION AS A CHILD? To football at the best level in the world at
Parramatta.

WHO WAS YOUR BOYHOOD HERO? No-one in particular, but possibly the Parramatta
backline including Sterling, Kenny, Ella, Grothe, Taylor & Ray Price.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST THRILL IN RUGBY? Playmg for Australian Schoolboys
& Parramatta 1st Grade debu

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT IN RUGBY? Minor Premiers by
5pts in U21's at Parramatta & being beaten in 2 semi-finals to miss the grand final.
WHICH PRESENT DAY PLAYER DO YOU ADMIRE MOST? Ricky Stuart. Complete game,
As close to Peter Sterling as you will see.

WHO IS THE GREATEST PLAYER THERE HAS BEEN? Peter Sterling

WHAT IS THE BEST PART OF YOUR JOB? Being part of the club and the people you meet.

WHO IS THE TOUGHEST OPPONENT YOU HAVE FACED? Canberra with their great

players and Mal Meninga in full flight.

IF YOU WON THE LOTTERY, WHAT IS THE FIRST THING THAT YOU WOULD BUY?

Spread out my port folio so that | can spend time with my family & friends whenever |

desire without having to work.

WHAT IS YOUR BEST QUALITY? Friendly

WHAT IS YOUR WORST QUALITY? Impatience & tendency to snap.

éPART FROM YOUR OWN CLUB, WHICH IS YOUR FAVOURITE GROUND? Parramatta
tadium

WHICH IS YOUR LEAST FAVOURITE GROUND? Kogarth Oval

WHAT OTHER SPORTS AND HOBBIES DO YOU HAVE? Motocross, shooting, cricket, golf

& computers.

WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL EVENING OUT? Winning the game Sunday, celebrating with the
team & having my irl there to share it.

WHAT IS THE MOST DANGEROUS THING YOU HAVE DONE? Bungee Jump. Scared the
hell out of me.

WHAT DANGEROUS THING WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO ATTEMPT? Race motocross
professionally.

WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST PHOBIA? Gelling bitten by a snake, eaten by a shark or a
crocodile, & being injured.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION? 1996 Honda Cr 250 RS & my Players
Player trophy from Balmain.

WHICH FAMOUS PERSON WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO MEET? Elle McPherson
WHICH WORLD FIGURE DO YOU MOST ADMIRE? Nelson Mandella

AWAY FROM RUGBY, WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BEST SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT? Playing
representative cricket & show jumping at Royal Easter show in Sydney.

WHAT IS THE FUNNIEST MOMENT YOU HAVE SEEN ON A RUGBY PITCH? Don
McKinnon taking a leak in a State of Origin game on Mational T.V. beamed to millions.
DO YOU HAVE AN UNUSUAL FOOD THAT IMPROVES YOUR GAME? Grapes

WHAT IS THE ODDEST PIECE OF TRAINING THAT YOU HAVE DONE? Pamlball Army
games to build organisation in a team.

IS THERE A DREAM YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ACHIEVED IN A SPORT OTHER THAN
RUGBY? Play test cricket for Australia with Dennis Lillee & Jeff Thomson opening the
bowling against the West Indies.

FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: X-Files & Married with Children

FAVOURITE TV STAR: Al Bundy

FAVOURITE FILM: Tombstone

FAVOURITE FILM STAR: Clint Eastwood

FAVOURITE SOAP OPERA: Home & Away

FAVOURITE SOAP CHARACTER: Matt in Horne & Away. He is also trying to get out of
trouble.

FAVOURITE CITY: Sydney or Gold Coast Australia,

FAVOURITE POP STAR: Bono from U2

FAVOURITE SINGLE: Gangsta's Paradise by Coolio

FAVOURITE LP: Jimmy Barnes & Cold Chisel

FAVOURITE FOOD: Prime Beef Steak on BBQ

FAVOURITE DRINK: Vicloria Bitter & Bourbon

NIGHTCLUB

OLDHAM’S FOREMOST FREEHOUSE
17/21 Mumps Oldham

Tel: 0161 620 9566

TREATMENT ROOM NEWS

The match against Wigan left us with a few bumps and
bruises, and a stitch or two, but nothing that will be long
standing. Dave Bradbury was a bit the worse for wear
after a clash with Inga, and was still a bit groggy after the
game, but Monday morning Brads was his usual chirpy
self. Francis Maloney and Martin Crompton both needed
stitches in head wounds but happily both were able to
finish the match. Darren Abram was in some discomfort

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

due to picking up a tendon injury in the foot, but
hopefully will have recovered in time for today. The
luckless Mike Neal was in the wars during the ‘A’ team
game at Wigan, going over on an ankle, however it is not
as bad as first feared and should be back in action soon.
Chris McKinney is causing some concern with a groin
problem which is not responding to treatment, so it looks
like a visit to a specialist for Chris and maybe a scan to
determine the extent of the problem.

J. Watkins
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BEAR

Boundary Park March 30th Oldham v Wigan Live on Sky, that
was our first match in the Super League.

| don't need to tell you | was glad to get that over with. | would
like to hear from you fans what you thought of the show.

Apart from the result, (I thought Wigan were
awesome),everything went quite well. There was a lot of detail
went into organising the whole event. And Sky took over total
control at 5.30pm

| arrived at Boundary Park at 9.00am and had several meetings
with the Sky team to make sure everything ran smoothly. There
were one or two hairy moments but all in all | thought it went
quite well. | would like to mention “Buster the Bear” and thank
him for keeping all our fans entertained (he was a knock out) so
good infact that we are taking him to Paris.

| hope they don’t put him in quarantine or he'll miss the game
Ha Ha.

And by the way didn't our cheerleaders look fantastic they are
going to be great fun this season and | am looking forward to
seeing them here at Watersheddings

Are you going to
Paris?

If so have you got your Bear merchandise yet.

Why not call in at our shop in the Town Square shopping centre
you will be surprised at the new range of stock which is arriving
daily.

From replica shirts to key rings we have some great bargains,
and what better time to buy it we are holding a spring sale and
we have some great discounts so get along and get yourself
kitted out for the summer.

Remember we are not changing our kit s0.go now and purchase
yours.

BIRCH HAL

Restaurant, Function Suites,
Residential,
Conference/Banqueting Facilities
always available

Rhodes Hill, Lees, Oldham, OL4 5EB
Tel: 0161 624 8875 & 0161 624 4391
Fax: 0161 633 0854

OUT OF
THE BLUE...
SOMEONE
DRIVES
INTO YOU

WE GUARANTEE TO GET YOU BACK ON
THE ROAD WITHIN ONE HOUR

DISCOUNT MOTOR SERVICES

for details
PHONE FREE ON
0800 132423
NOW

AVAILABLE NOW FROM
ELLEN GARAGE
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GMR'S Malcolm

I Here we go again!

Take That have split up, Highfield have changed their name yet
again, Rugby League Clubs are playing against
Rugby Union Clubs, mad cows disease is
the main talking point in the news (and
may already have started to materialise
at ...,) The rain is bouncing off my
office window and summer rugby is
finally upon us.

No more the icicles slithering from
~| your nose at Watersheddings, no more
the biting winds of the Bradford Riviera
known as Odsal, after match phone ins
will be a pleasure, even when they turn
the lights out on you and Kevin
Ashcroft will be sat
there in his shirt
sleeves instead of
his thermals and
_ sheepskin jacket.
\

| know that |
will miss

\".

huddling up to Kevin as we both struggle to keep warm trying not to
let the shivers in our voices transfer to the air waves, | know also
that [ will miss the hot coffee and rum served during the half time
break at Wilderspool, and | will definitely miss skating across the
river caves of Central Park on a cold frosty winter's night, but, we all
have to make sacrifices.

Joking apart, the game has taken a lot of stick lately and, although
we are a long way from perfect, | am still going to say to these
critics be positive! We really did not have any options and | for one
still get a great buzz at the start of every season.

Let's start the season by congratulating Paris on an opening victory
over the Eagles of Sheffield, let's wish the St. Helens and Bradford
Bulls the best of luck at Wembley and, on a personal note, let's
hope that the likes of Joe Lydon, lan Blease and Gary Sanderson all
have great testimonials.

Finally enjoy your season’s whoever you support, it does not matter
who you support as long as you support someone.

Malcolm Lord
BBC GMR

'ERATIVE BANK

Business customers who care.

Tvme to change

“ | your business banking?

If you don't get a satisfactory service from your suppliers, you stop dealing with them.

Why should,it be any different for your bank?
At the Co-operative Bank, we have built ou

reflected in our Ethical Stance.
£3.5 billion and established since 1872.

cares as much about your business as you do.

service to our business customers and underpinned this with a full range of products and
services and a commitment to continuous innovation. We are the only bank with a full

. telephone banking service for businesses and a true sense of social responsibility which is
No more than you should expect from a full service clearing bank with assets of

If you are experiencing poor service, change to The Co-operative Bank, a bank that

r reputation on the provision of quality

For more information contact Mario Arnone
Business Centre, Telephone 01204 365805

HAVE YOU RANG 0891 441¢
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