[1] PAUL ATCHESON

! [5] ROB MYLER
(4] PAUL TOPPING
24 ANDREW PATMORE
20 ADRIAN BELLE
6] FRANCIS MALONEY
7 | MARTIN CROMPTON
19] IAN SHERRATT
9 | JOHN CLARKE
l0] JASON TEMU

= 25 MATT MUNRO
il | GARY LORD

SUBS
B | DARREN ABRAM
27/ PAUL CROOK
17] PAUIL DAVIDSON
DAVID BRADBURY
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fite TV shows are They thinks

and sports programmes in general

jranation Street. Stuart enjoys the music of

Michael Bofton, his favourite city is Milan and

. « apart from enjoying amateur matches his
favourite pastimes are rock climbing, eating pasta
and drinking red wine and Southem Comiort but

i 10t necessarily altogetfer!!

TOUCHJUDGES J. GLOVER PJ. WALTON
IN GOAL JUDGES B.NATHAN A, RANDERSON
RESERVE I. MCGREGOR

No.

5 | MATEAKI MAFI

2 | MARK FORSTER

3 | TOA KOHELOVE
16! JON ROPER

15| RICHARD HENARE
16 | IESTYN HARRIS

23] WILLIE SWANN

8 | MARK HILTON

21 ANDREW BENNETT
10} GARY CHAMBERS
3] PAUL SCULTHORPE
12) PAUL CULLEN

I4/ CHRIS RUDD

SUBS
7 | KELLY SHELFORD
22| PAUL BARROW
29 KRIS WATSON
19/ MARK JONES
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Ciub Dx

Oldham Bears RLFC

The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office

0161 626 4501 Information Line

0891 44 00 70 Oldham Hotline

0161 624 9615 Shop Line

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS

1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57 Runners Up

1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 192I-22, 1954-55

FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1904-05

LANCASHIRE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS

1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926
LANCASHIRE CUP WINNERS

1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958 Runners Up
1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968, 1986, 1989
SECOND DIVISSON CHAMPIONS

1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88

1988, 1990 Runners Up 1992

Ciub Recaords

RECORD VICTORY

63-0 v Goole, March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup Rd 1)
67-6 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORID SCORE

70-10 v Bramley, Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd4)
67-6 v Liverpool City, 4th April 1959 (League)

cLus Directory

Chamman JAMES QUINN
Directors JOHN CHADWICK
ROGER NORRIS, MIKE WINTERBOTTOM

Chief Executive | AMES QUINN
Chief Secretary KAREN SCOTT
Media Marketing Manager D AV'ID HUGHES

: ; RECORD ATTENDANCE
Commercial Manager RAY HILL 28,000 v Huddersfield, Feb 24th 1912
# PALL AFFORD
Senior Accountant PALL. TR Indlividusl R ;

Dental Surgeon MR. N. GIBBISON
Physiotherapist MR. N. HODGSON,
Ass Physiotherapist MR. |. WATKINS
Coach ANDY GOODWAY

Foothall Manager Al AN MCCURRIE
AKance Coach GRAHAM BEALE

TRES IN A SEASON

Regt Farrar 49 1921-22

TRES N A CAREER

Alan Davies 174 1950-1961

TRES N A MATCH

James Miller 7 v Barry, Oct 3ist 1908
GOALS IN A SEASON

Bernard Ganley 200 1957-58

GOALS N A CAREER

Bernurd Ganley 1,358 1950-1961

Awbrny Manager BRIAN GARTLAND GOALS IN A MATCH
Bernard Ganley 4 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959
POINTS IN A SEASON

Pernard Clanley 412 1957-58
POINTS N A CAREER

MR. D. WALKER
Official Time Keeper MR. J. ROSCOE

Pernard Glanley 2,761 1950-1961

Hon. Safety Officer ROGER NORRIS POINTS N A MATCH
Abe Johomon 30 v Widies (2 gouls 2 tries), April 9th 1928

Programme EditorRAY HILL. MOST APPEARANCES
Jow Furgunon 628 Sept 1899 - April 1923

Conditioner ANDREW JACKSON

Photos courtesy of The Oldham Evening Chronicle
Comments in this programme are not necessarily
the clubs.

MOST CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES
Jow Lawton I Sopt 1897 - Nov 1902

ALE THIE ARCOVE ECONDS ARE RELEVANT

POV EMAANE PN o FINTURES ONLY
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JAMES QUNN The Cha“man

AN exciting development for Rugby League in this
borough took place at the Civic Centre on Monday
morning when plans were unveiled to the Press
for the new stadium which is to be built on the
Westwood site in time for the start of our 1998
Super League season.

Here at Watersheddings we are hoping sincerely
that Oldham Athletic, our friends from Boundary
Park, will also decide to move into the new
stadium, which will be built at a cost of between
£10 and £11 million pounds.

It will cater for 15,000 supporters if Athletic row in
with the scheme and 10,000 if it is to be home
only to Oldham Bears, but Council officials made it
clear at Monday’s launch

there is far too much of it in our society. We see
it in all walks of life.

As John said, negative thinking did not provide
Spindles or the Sixth-Form College, two major
projects of which this town can be proud.

| am sure the new stadium will provide an
excellent facility for this town for many, many
years to come. To be honest, it cannot come
quickly enough for us at Watersheddings because
our existing facilities do not give us the Super
League platform we need to enable us to compete
with the best.

We have a lot of fond memories of our 100 years
at Watersheddings, but to be brutally frank it is
well past its sell-by

that the only difference
between the two
alternatives was the
number of seats for
spectators.

Other features of the
stadium, such as its
banqueting suite,
restaurant and corporate
hospitality facilities would
remain the same whether
both clubs were to use it
or merely the Bears.

Chairman JIM QUINN with JOHNEITYE leader of
the Council showing off a segment of the new stadium.

| date and the sooner we
are out of here the
better.

| It looks as though we

| will be playing most of
our games for the rest
of this season and for
the 1997 season here
at Watersheddings,
although | have no
doubt that several
games will be taken to
Boundary Park,

Whatever happens, it will
be a magnificent achievement for the town, but |
would like to see Athletic there with us because it
could then be developed into a superb showpiece
which would be a centrepiece for ALL the town’s
professional sport.

| would like to take this opportunity of
congratulating the Council for all they have
achieved in recent years. It was, indeed, very
interesting to listen to the views of Councillor
John Battye when he urged, at the launch, more
positive thinking in the town so that the borough
of Oldham can get things done.

| agree wholeheartedly. Negative thinking is a
dreadful thing. Like Councillor Battye, | think

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

_ starting with the visit
of Paris at the end of the month.

We can all look forward eagerly to the spring of
1998 and the start of a brand new era for Oldham
Bears down at Westwood. It is exciting and
exhilerating, not only for Oldham Bears but for the
town as a whole.

It will give not only Rugby League but sport as a
whole in this town a massive boost. Good luck to
everyone associated with the project as it unfolds
before our very eyes in the next two years.

Finally, a warm welcome to everyone from
Wilderspool for this evening’s Super League clash.
Let’s hope it is a cracking game to whet the
appetite for the second half of the season.

OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE - 3
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KIT SUPPLIERS

le coq sportif

GOLDEN Gamble &

North West

Golden Gamble and North West Satellite Supplies have
joined together to make our half time draw even better
than before. '

here receiving his Satellite System from North West
Satellite Supplies.

Not only can ™ TV .,
you win a T e ) \
substantial . ]

R 1
“‘,r"”;.‘-.,‘l \ 7
1§' nv:

‘ )

cash prize for
only a £1 stake. "
We are now
giving away a
free Satellite
System fully
fitted as a
second prize.
So don't forget
to buy your
ticket and you
could be a
lucky winner
just like Julian
Holme seen

BN

NORTH WEST AERIALS AND SATELLITE SUPPLIES
[E i ]

Dilesheen House,
Rutland Street, Swinton
Manchester M27 2AU
Tel: 0161 793 1383
Fax: 0161 794 0566

KITCHENS

STEPHEN J. BATTERSBY
INDEPENDANT DESIGNER & SUPPLIER OF PROPER TACKLE

TELEPHONE: SADDILEWORTH 01457 877776
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XCEPT THE PRI

f_'jHOLLINGDRAKE

XCEPT THE PRICE
t >

FREE M.O.T.s.
FREE RAC MEMBERSHIP
FREE HEALTHCHECK
MAD PRICES ON SERVICING

FREE MEMBERSHIP OF
PRIVILEGED CUSTOMER CLUB

This advertisement is a written declaration of our insanity.
But then you'd be even crazier if you missed out on;
¢ Free M.O.T. test on any Jaguar or Daimler.
e Six months’ free RAC membership with every
scheduled service.
e 7,500 mile service from only £99.99
¢ Limited period offers for all vehicles over three years old.

HOLLINGDRAKE

Reassuringly thorough in everything we do.

CONTACT KAREN MARTIN
AT HOLLINGDRAKE, TOWN HALL SQ. STOCKPORT
0161 480 7966

R DEALER E F [
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i el e 8 FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

OUR Performance at London Broncos last Sunday showed a

all the players put in, not least those who got into the side
because of injury or those who stepped off the substitutes’
bench when the injury jinx struck again.

ing his knee.

Andrew Patmore followed him with a groin injury before half-
time, by which time Francis Maloney wwas in trouble again
with a recurrance of ankle trouble, which has restricted his
appearances in the last week of two.

Francis finally had to come off seven minutes into the second
half and after an hour Jonnie Clarke joined him after knocking
up his elbow.

Darren Abram replaced Patmore only to get
which quickly became closed. When Darren went off, we had
Paul Davidson in the centre, Paul Crook at stand-off and Matt

LAWRENCE PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1947

176, Oldham Road, Springhead,

FRANCIS MALONEY Oldham. OL4 55

Telephone: 0161 624 1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

PLUMBERS - ELECTRICIANS
HEATING ENGINEERINGS
SECURITY SYSTEMS

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

marked improvement and | was very pleased indeed at the effort

We went into the game without lan Gildart, who failed a fitness
est on Friday, and true to form the match was only quarter of an
hour old when Jason Temu was forced to hobble off after twist-

a finger in the eye,

Munro at hooker, but everybody digged deep and we hit back
with two late tries to give London a major fright.

We ended up with another shed load of injuries, but we scored
four tries to London’s four, the difference lying in the fact that
London scored four penalty goals from a penalty count of 8-3
in their favour.

[t was a very positive performance by the 17 players on duty
and we will be looking to produce a similar show against
Warrington today.

| would like to reiterate that, despite the recent run of defeats,
the altitude among the players, coaches and the club manage-
ment is one of positive forward thinking.

We are in Super league and we are going to stay in Super
League. A lot of clubs would swop us shops, believe me, so
let’s all pull together, fans and players alike, through the second
half of the season.

Andy Goodway

GAP

STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE
29A LONDON ROAD
STOCKTON HEATH
WARRINGTON
WA4 656G

TELEPHONE: 01925 601111
FAX: 01925 604000
MOBILE: 0836 600609

“’STEEL PARCELS AT
TRADE PRICES”

OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE 7




Oldham are leaders in Super League merchandise

JASON TEMU, JOE FAIMALO, HOWARD oo
HILL, ANDREW PATMORE, AFFI LEUILA. grlofgtla;’ é/o‘lgh’:/:’f’””

Tackling the issues...

SCARVES
FLEECE JACKETS . .29.99

GRANDAD SHIRT
from 21.99 to 24.99

COTTON SHIRTS . . .19.99
PRINTED T-SHIRT . .12.99
BASE BALL CAPS .. .8.50
SWEAT SHIRTS .. .15.00
NEW SWEAT SHIRTS 24.99

FRAMED PRINTS . .20.00 i ;
bl b RN 000 on all fronts/
HOLDALLS 12.99 g I

VIDEOS ! % " | | Employment and economic development, education,
Waterproof 46 o ‘ i the environment, housing, recreation and culture, social services,
' roads and transport plus a good deal more!

POLO SHIRTS ... .16.50
Super League
T-SHIRTS ........ 9.50

TRACK SUITS 45.00
BRONX HATS . ..... 8.50
NEW CLUB TIES .. .10.00

GLUBTIES ....... 7.50 OLDHAM BEARS

p lus j e %?#;?ESPecial ‘unl
FATHER’S DAY PRESENT 7&}5
KEY RINGS, BADGES Conte along & choose from our great selection of

fOI’ 2 50 You could also win a day

out fo ra inc. a meal with
wine when Oldham play
Paris at Bou undary Park on
Friday June 28

VISIT OUR TOWN SQUARE SHOP TO SEE ALL THE LATEST ITEMS OF BEARS MERCHANDISE . , . ) - S -
\()\ﬂ:THl\(J FOR EVERYONE . Enquiries about Council services and policies to the Chief Executive’s Department.

l ) AL ]\I\ F AND BUY \ RE | LICA SHIRT A 'l'elephone 0161 911 4708

y YOUR CLUB COLC S,




NEws FrOM The Junior

DONYATES Down

Hi, The next home match is against Paris and is to be
and welcome to Watersheddings and a warm welcome played at Boundary Park, along with the Sky TV

to the ‘Wire’ fans who have travelled from Warrington cameras, let’s hope for a big attendance there.

for today’s match. Let's here those cheers, loud and clear ‘Come on you
After a run of poor results let’s hope we can start to pick  Bears’ all around the ground.

up those points again today.

Tuesday saw our second Junior Bears meeting, but our BUSTER BEAR

first to be held in the Sheddings club, | hope a good
time was had by all who attended.

At the meeting the mascot for today’s game was
chosen, however | had to write these notes before the
meeting, so whoever was named for today will get their
mention in our next programme. The mascot sponsor
for this match is Nedloh Designs many thanks to them.
The answer to the teaser | posed in the last notes is
gligxyl\;l:;ﬁrgé Ihﬂe1 ;gh;r half of the Warrington set-up. contact SEVILLE LONGDEN
Today’s teaser is Which team did Martin Offiah play for on

before Wigan? Tel: 01422 - 352471

Answer in the next programme.

TODAY’S MASCOT
SPONSORED BY
NEDLOH DESIGNS

Suppliers of Oldham Bear Ties
FOR THAT PERSONAL SERVICE

McCarths; Catering

CELEBRATING A WEDDING, ANNIVERSARY, 18TH, 21ST OR EVEN A SPORTSMEN
DINNER, WE CAN OFFER AN EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF HOT AND COLD FOOD

AND QUALITY TIES AND CRAVATS

Don Yates looks back to a match from
yesteryear. i

After enjoying a successful start to their season,
Warrington will be hoping that they at least qualify for
the Premiership play-off at the end of this inaugural
Super League campaign.

The last time Warrington won this lucrative end-of-
season play-off was in 1986 when they hit their best
form just at the right time. First Division Champions
that season were Halifax who managed to draw no
fewer than six of their 30 league matches. Warrington
ended the campaign in fourth spot whilst Oldham were
placed 9th, just failing to qualify for this end-of-season
money spinner. In the quarter-final ties, Halifax defeated
Hull comfortably enough 32-20 whilst Warrington had a
much tougher match at home to arch rivals Widnes.
The Chemics led 8-6 at Wilderspool as the match
approached injury time but then Paul Bishop put Ronnie
Duane over for the winning try in a 10-8 Warrington
victory. The other quarter-finals saw Leeds win 38-22
at St Helens and Wigan hammer Hull KR 47-0 at Central
Park.

The two semi-finals were also interesting encounters.
Halifax beat Leeds at home for the first time in 22 years
but it was a close thing. The eventual 16-13 victory
came at the end of a pulsating see-saw encounter.
Following up his match winning performance in the
quarter-finals, Paul Bishop also played a significant part
in Warrington’s fine 23-12 win at Wigan. He landed five
dropped goals as Warrington claimed a victory which
was more comfortable than the scoreline suggests.
That 1986 Premiership final was staged at Elland Road,
Leeds and attracted a crowd of 13,683. The teams for
the final lined up as follows:

Halifax: Colin Whitfield; Eddie Riddlesden, Tony
Anderson, Chris Anderson, Scott Wilson; John Crossley,
Gary Stephens; Mick Scott, Seamus McCallion, Geoff
Robinson, Brian Juliff, Neil James & Paul Dixon.
Substitutes - Steve Smith & Steve Bond.

Warrington: Paul Ford; Mark Forster, Paul Cullen,
Ronnie Duane, Brian Carbert; Paul Bishop, Andy
Gregory; Les Boyd, Kevin Tamati, Bob Jackson, Gary
Sanderson, Mark Roberts & Mike Gregory. Substitutes
- Brian Johnson & Billy McGinty.

Champions Halifax were favourites to lift the
Premiership trophy but Warrington, well led by skipper
Les Boyd, had different ideas and they showed their
intentions as early as the second minute when eventual
man-of-the-match Les Boyd crossed for his first try.
Halifax recovered from that shock to lead 8-4 after ten
minutes. By half-time the scores were level at 10-10
but within five minutes of the restart Warrington had the
match virtually won with two converted tries. They
continued to dominate the second-half and ran out
winners 38-10. It was a surprising yet well deserved
victory.

The Halifax try was scored by skipper Chris Anderson
whilst Colin Whitfield landed three goals. Warrington
crossed for seven tries, their try scorers being Les Boyd
(2), Kevin Tamati, Bob Jackson, Brian Johnson, Mark
Forster & Paul Bishop who also landed five goals.

That fine Warrington success is their only triumph so
far in that particular competition. They will be especially
anxious to finish in the top four this year so that they
can have another crack at lifting the trophy which gave
their followers such hzppy memories of that trip to
Leeds in the spring of 1986.

BEE FAMILY FINANCE
IF YOU REQUIRE CREDIT FOR

. : S 3 k e - TN P
5 A a.-ﬁﬁ T L
’ COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES VERY WELCOME

01457 832607

VALE MILL LODGE, HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, MICKLEHURST, MOSSLEY

¢ Small Personal.Loans We can also arrange credit
* Household Goods facilities for leading fashion shops
e Carpets . in Oldham and Manchester

* Furniture . A family business that looks after your family’s needs
*TV’s . JUST CALL IN AT THE BEE FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE
* Car rerpairs etc Telephone: 624 9908
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PARR
GROUP

Joseph Parr (aLco) Ltd
BUILDERS AND TIMBER MERCHANTS
Your Local Supplier
of all Building
and Timber Products
Call us on

0161 633 1264

Higginshaw Lane,
Royton, Oldham.

s

9144 00 70

TODAY'S Big

REDDISH
DEMOLITION
LIMITED

ALBION HOUSE
UNDER LANE, CH'ADDERTON‘,
. oA

. All types of demolition work undertaken
Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

PROUD SPONSORS AND
SUPPORTERS OF
OLDHAM RLFC

CLOSED CIRCUIT
TELEVISION
SPECIALISTS

Unit G1
Brookside Business Park,
Greengate,
Middleton, Manchester.
M24 1GS
Telephone

0161-654 7449

Facsimile

0161-624 3333

Welcome to Today’s Big Match Sponsors

Welcome to Today’s Big Match Sponsor

h—-..-; Hire Centres Ltd

We are MOVING our OLDHAM branch
as from the 7th MAY 1996, our new address will be:
Street, Off Rochdale Road, Oldham OL1 2BM.
Telephone: 0161 626 8111

Welcome to Today’s

Man-of-the-Match Sponsor
REDDISH

fA\ DEMOLITION LTD.
‘é ALBION HOUSE, UNDER
==k, | ANE, CHADDERTON,
R0 | DHAM, OL9 7PP.
Tel: 0161-682 6660 Fax: 0161-682 5252

A Big Thanks to Today’s
GILBERT MATCHBALL SPONSOR

TOMMY 0’BRIEN

On this day...

Don Yates recalls this day in history.

Not surprisingly, most of the action which has taken
place on this day in previous years has done so on the
other side of the World. In 1984 for instance, Great
Britain met Australia at Sydney Cricket Ground in the
first test of that 1984 tour. There were three Oldham
players in the British line-up - stand-off Des Foy, prop
Andy Goodway and second-rower Mick Worrall. Britain
had won their opening six matches of that tour but they
could not beat the Aussies who triumphed 25-8. The
British try was scored by 18 years old Gary Schofield
and in a typically torrid Anglo-Australia test, substitute
David Hobbs was sent off in the second half.

Things had been much easier for Britain 27 years earlier

as they warmed up for the 1957 World Cup competition.

It was on Sunday, 9th June 1957 that they met and
defeated Western Australia 66-5 in Perth. Star of the
show was winger Mick Sullivan who crossed for seven
of the sixteen British tries. Oldham had three players in
that World Cup squad and all three scored in that
match. Prop Syd Little and loose-forward Derek Turner
each scored a try whilst substitute Alan Davies scored

two tries and also landed three goals. Warrington’s sole
representative in the party, stand-off Ray Price, also
played but somehow failed to get on the scoresheet.

On Wednesday 9th June 1982 a crowd of 2,000 were
attracted to Wewak, Papua New Guinea where a North
Coast Select outfit drew 5-5 with BARLA, the Great
Britain amateurs. Right-winger John Taylor (Egremont
Rangers) scored the British try whilst the other
wingman, Martin Amor (Wath Brow Hornets) landed a
goal. It was a good performance by the BARLA lads
who had to contend with a 22-2 penalty count against
them as well as the intense heat.

Finally it was on this day in 1988, Thursday 9th June,
that a young Leigh lad, Scott Naylor, turned professional
with Wigan. Naylor never quite made it at Central Park
so he moved on to Salford. Since moving to the
Willows almost three years ago Naylor’s form has been
exceptional and his reward is a place in the England
squad for next Wednesday’s match against the French at
Gateshead.

LISTEN TO YOUR FAVOURITE PLAYERS ON 0891 44 00 70 OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE 13




BEARS ((uestion

THERE IS EVERYTHING YOU NEED AT

Tmlll with Scott Ranson

FULL NAME: Scott Ranson

DATE OF BIRTH: 20.09.1967 BIRTHPLACE: St Helens
HEIGHT: 5'11” WEIGHT: 13.04

NICKNAME AT CLUB: Scotty

OCCUPATION: Professional Rugby Player

HOME: St Helens CAR: Rover 416 GSI

Why not visit our discount shop el

ALL THE BEST NAMES YOU EXPECT AT PRICES YOU WON'T BELIEVE
Repair Agents % All Year Round Club
Open Six Days

Coaster in Aiya Nappa, Cyprus.

WHAT DANGEROUS THING WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO ATTEMPT? Parachule
jump.

WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST PHOBIA? Got none.

WHAT IS YOUR PRIZED POSSESSION? Family

WHICH FAMOUS PERSON WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO MEET?

Sandra Bullock

WHICH WORLD FIGURE DO YOU MOST ADMIRE?

D e B e e A

| FAMILY: Wife: Tina Kids: Arran age 3, Chloe age 8 months |2 Sandra Bullock's (36-24-36).

! £10 PRAM COTS WHAT WAS YOUR AMBITION AS A CHILD? Play football - AWAY FROM RUGBY, WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BEST SPORTING

I vo “c I.l En for Liverpool ACHIEVEMENT? Earning NW County honours a foolball

! Norkshire St Oldh WHO WAS YOUR BOYHOOD HERO? Kevin Keegan WHAT IS THE FUNNIEST MOMENT YOU HAVE SEEN ON A RUGBY PITCH? A
| Please present 76 Yorkshire Street, am WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT IN RUGBY? Each fime | Iry | scored at Carlisle where three Carlisle defenders tried 1o kick the ball clear

! this advert for £10 miss a game through injury. before | scored.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST THRILL IN RUGBY? Playing and scoring in
two Premiership finals.

DO YOU HAVE AN UNUSUAL FOOD THAT IMPROVES YOUR GAME? No.
WHAT IS THE ODDEST PIECE OF TRAINING THAT YOU HAVE DONE?
WHICH PRESENT DAY PLAYER DO YOU ADMIRE MOST? Craig Richard for A 4 mile run with gym benches on our shoulders.

reasons | don't wish to disclose. IS THERE A DREAM YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ACHIEVED IN A SPORT
WHO WAS THE GREATEST PLAYER THERE HAS BEEN? Tom Van Volenhovan, OTHER THAN RUGBY? Win our Annual Golf Saciety Trophy.

WHAT IS THE BEST PART OF YOUR JOB? Winning FAVOURITE PROGRAMME: They think it's all over.

1 off when you

| spend £100 or

! more( this voucher
1 may only be used
1 once and may not

Tel: 0161-628 9754
BABYLAND

| be used against 54-56 George Street, Oldham SR WHO IS THE TOUGHEST OPPONENT YOU HAVE FACED? Alice. Chief cookand  FAVOURITE TV STAR? Harry Enfield

lany other offer or ~ bottle washer on a Saturday morning. FAVOURITE FILM: Most action films.
at sale times. - i O.R.L.FC. IF YOU WON THE LOTTERY, WHAT IS THE FIRST THING YOUR WOULD BUY?  FAVOURITE FILM STAR: Arie

R R R k' Tel: 0161-624 1160 A holiday. FAVOURITE SOAP OPERA: Corrie

WHAT IS YOUR BEST QUALITY? Boyish good looks. FAVOURITE SOAP CHARACTER: Raguel.

WHAT IS YOUR WORST QUALITY? memory. FAVOURITE CITY: Manchester

APART FROM YOUR OWN CLUB, WHICH IS YOUR FAVOURITE GROUND? FAVOURITE POP STAR:

St Helens. FAVOURITE SINGLE: 36D - Beauliful South

WHICH IS YOUR LEAST FAVOURITE GROUND? Sheffield FAVOURITE LP: Carry on up the charts.

WHAT OTHER SPORTS & HOBBIES DO YOU HAVE? Golf FAVOURITE FOOD: Barbecued Loin of Lamb, Chips ‘n’" Veg.
WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL EVENING OUT? Meal and then pictures. FAVOURITE DRINK: Coffee.

WHAT IS THE MOST DANGEROUS THING YOU HAVE DONE? Riding the Sky

. ».#» NIGHTCLUB

OLDHAM’S FOREMOST FREEHOUSE
Hill ke fi d f il
of 1 highaet qually NGhE e T7/21 Motups Oldiiin

in Oldham. Te1: 0161 620 9566

So reliable are our products,
that Oldham RLFC have selected
them to cushion the uprights of
their goal posts.

In a way, you see, we've

WE'VE CURED HEADACHES
FOR THE ROUGHYEDS

‘[ 25 S f$ Manufacturers of upholstery
Gl fillings for over a century, Platt &

TREATMENT ROOM NEWS  surgeons knife any day and Craig Richards due to see a

specialist, it represents an injury list which is far too

prevented headaches all round!

PLATT & HILL
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS

« FIBRE FILLINGS [

VISION

?

-l

2]

o Belgrave Mill. Keswick Avenue

- Oldham. Lancs OL8 214

61-626 4638 Telex L6955
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No sooner do we seem to be getting over a spate of
injuries, then it was standing room only in the treatment
room, after our battling performance against London
Broncos. Andrew Patmore, Jason Temu, Francis
Maloney and John Clarke, all picking up injures to join
lan Gildart, Scott Ranson, Mike Neal, Howard Hill, and
Afi Leulai, on the casualty list. With Gary Burns having
surgery last week, Steven Wilde due to go under the

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

long for comfort. However on the brighter side Chris
McKinney is ready to resume playing after his long lay
off. Hopefully Howard Hill, lan Gildart and Mike Neal
will soon be back in contention. On a last note, Chris
Parr, who came through the last “A’ team match against
Hull without any problems, will be back after his long
lay off.

JOHN WATKINS
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YOUR Points

Love ‘em or hate ‘em, we can't do without ‘'em. Referees. At the Oldham v
Halifax game in April | sat behind the referee's wife. | knew she was Karl
Kirkpatrick's wife because we arrived early and | saw them walking around
together before the game. When | struck up a conversation during the game
Mrs K begged me not to reveal who she was because she feared she would
become the target of abuse. Hang on a minute, I thought, this is Oldham: we're
much too civilised for that! Nevertheless | acceded to her request just in case,
as it was perfectly obvious the poor woman was a nervous wreck.

So what makes a nice, young couple get involved in an occupation clearly
designed to bring down opprobrium on their heads? Well, whatever you may
think, the answer is almost certainly love of the game in the first instance. Let’s
face it we can't all be top class players, but if you realise this early enough
there’s nothing to stop you being a top class referee. And yes, referees are
ambitious like everyone else, After all, if you become one of the game’s top
officials you never know when the call might come to control a game in France,
Australia, New Zealand or the South Seas. So there are rewards to be had.
Think about it.”

In the meantime watching games on TV | get the impression that refereeing
standards are improving all the time. Of course you never think so when you
are waltching your own feam, because it always appears that every decision
goes against you. Butisn't it funny how, when you're not quite so emotionally
involved, you can see the referee is usually right? Not that referees don't make
mistakes. The ten melre rule means far too many forward passes go
undetected. And the speed of the game these days means other errors can

creep in. Oldham followers can't get over the apparent penalty awarded against
Paul Atcheson in the Bradford game after the full back followed his own kick to
tackle the Bradford Receiver. Or, if you look closely, was it Gary Lord penalised
by Mr Connolly for not retiring ten metres? Who knows? Certainly it was
controversial, to say the least. Despite this the calm, authoritative approach
inculcated in our top officials by Greg McCallum is paying off. The players
seem to understand what is happening and aren't being screamed and shouted
at by sergeant Major types, which seems to me to be all to the good.
Meanwhile, innovations like in-goals judges and Sky TV's big screen have to
be good for the game. The pity is that we can't have big screens at every game,
because it could come down to a really tight decision as to who gels relegated
at the end of the season. For example, if you saw it, Graeme Hallas' ‘try’ for
Halifax at Workington would have stood without the screen and would probably
have won the match, whereas Mark Forster got a try in Warrington's game at
Leeds that would have been disallowed if shown on screen. And who would
have believed that Martin Offiah had scored against Bath without seeing it
replayed? All-in-all the verdict has to be that the screen is great value.

Finally, next time you want to shout for offside look at the pitch markings and
see how many refs go back 12 metres so they don't have to keep stopping the
game when players pinch a yard. | know it's not the letter of the law (are
scrums?) but it keeps the game flowing and that generally means more
excitement for the spectators.

On!, and before | forget, no, I'm not a referee!

GEOFF COOKE

BIRCH HAL

= OTEL s

Restaurant, Function Suites,
Residential,
Conference/Banqueting Facilities
always available

Rhodes Hill, Lees, Oldham, OL4 5EB
Tel: 0161 624 8875 & 0161 624 4391
Fax: 0161 633 0854

OUT OF
THE BLUE...
SOMEONE
DRIVES
INTO YOU

WE GUARANTEE TO GET YOU BACK ON
THE ROAD WITHIN ONE HOUR

DISCOUNT MOTOR SERVICES

for details
PHONE FREE ON
0800 132423
NOW

AVAILABLE NOW FROM
ELLEN GARAGE
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crs Malgolm

| had the good fortune to visit Dublin recently as a guest
at the first ever Sportsman’s dinner for Talbot ARLFC.
They’re one of just 4 amateur clubs in
Ireland at the moment but | was
most impressed by the
commitment and effort being
shown by everyone involved.
Brian Corrigan drafted in for
the night from arch-rivals the
Dublin Blues gives a marvellous
! and totally impartial
| performance as MC for the
evening (only managing to
| alienate himself from 98% of the
audience) whilst Terry
Flanagan coach of
the National side
\ was - well Terry
" Flanagan,
. simply oozing
\ with
\ experience
and

\

eagerness. They have a development officer who speaks
with a Bradford accent and the language and way of life
is similar to that seen in the film “The Commitments”.
But the people were brilliant, | had to socialise and
unfortunately that meant drinking copious amounts of
the black stuff and endure hour after hour of the night
club in the hotel, it was sheer hell - but | did it for the
sake of Rugby League - never once thinking of myself.
They already have their own version of the State of
Origin games which | assume you will be fiercely
contested and | am pleased to be able to tell you that it
doesn’t matter whether you’re Catholic, Protestant,
black, white or whatever, after the games they will all
enjoy what is effectively known as “the crack”.

It may take many years for Rughy League to fully take
off in Ireland. However | can tell you that the sport is in
excellent hands over there and if ever they ask me back |
will be prepared to put up with the headaches, lack of
sleep etc which is a mandatory part of visiting this
fascinating Island.

Malcolm Lord
BBC GMR

reflected in our Ethical Stance.

£3.5 billion and established since 1872.

HAVE YOU RANG 0891 44100, 70

The CGPERATIVE BANK

Business customers who care.

1Ttme to change
- your business banking?

If you don't get a satisfactory service from your suppliers, you stop dealing with them.
Why should it be any different for your bank?

At the Co-operative Bank, we have built our reputation on the provision of quality
service to our business customers and underpinned this with a full range of products and
services and a commitment to continuous innovation. We are the only bank with a full
telephone banking service for businesses and a true sense of social responsibility which is

No more than you should expect from a full service clearing bank with assets of

If you are experiencing poor service, change to The Co-operative Bank, a bank that
cares as much about your business as you do.

For more information contact Mario Arnone
Business Centre, Telephone 01204 365805
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It's great to be back at Watersheddings after a gap of almost 5 years.
Seeing so many familiar faces both in the offices and on the terraces
made me feel instantly at home. During the first couple of weeks I've
been impressed with the professionalism and attitude generally of both
the staff and the players and I'm sure that with a good run on the injury
front both the first team and the Alliance team will get back to winning
ways.

My first game in charge of the reserves was at home against Hull with
several players making their comeback after long term injuries such as
Chris Parr and Paul Norman. With the impressive half backs Paul
Deacon and Stephen Gartland dictating play in the first half, we came in
at half time with a convincing 20-0 lead. Ball control discipline and
effort throughout the first half had been excellent and | was looking
forward to an emphatic victory in my first game in charge.

The name of the game with the Alliance team though is change and at
half time the enforced substitution of Gartland, to cover for Martin
Crompton’s potential suspension, the loss of Paul Crooks and hooker
Gary Ainley through injury meant that 3 big players had to be
withdrawn. This showed in the first twenty minutes of the second half
when we spilled the ball several times in our own half and started to
concede penalties as the referee evened up the game. During this
period we allowed a poor Hull side to score 14 points without a reply.
As soon as the team settled down again to play sensible controlled
rugby we retrieved the initiative and finished worthy winners 32-14 with
late tries from Aide Meade and Mike Neale both converted by

Paul Deacon.

OLDHAM BEARS ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSHIP

FIXTURES SEASON 1996
Thursday 28/3/96  Wigan Away 32-36
Thursday  4/4/96 Halifax Away 30-12
Thursday  11/4/96  Leeds Away 30-12

Thursday  18/4/96
Thursday  2/5/96

CASTLEFORD HOME 12-28
ST. HELENS  HOME 26-39

Thursday  9/5/96 Bradford Away 22-14
Thursday  16/5/96  SALFORD HOME 16-42
Thursday  23/5/96 HULL HOME 32-14
Thursday  6/6/96 Warrington Away 7.30
Thursday  13/6/96  WIGAN HOME 7.30
Thursday  20/6/96  HALIFAX HOME 7.30
Friday 28/6/96  Hull K.R. Away 7.30
Thursday  4/7/96 LEEDS HOME 7.30
Thursday  11/7/96  Castleford Away 7.30
Thursday  18/7/96  St. Helens Away 7.30
Thursday 25/7/96 BRADFORD  HOME 7.30
Thursday  1/8/96 Hull Away 8.00
Thursday  15/8/96  WARRINGTON HOME 7.30
Friday 23/8/96  Salford Away 8.00
Thursday  29/8/96 HULL K.R. HOME 7.30

NEWS From

WIN A V.I.P. DAY FOR TWO WHEN WE

PLAY PARIS AT BOUNDARY PARK

The Official Bears Hotline is now the best way of
finding out what is happening on the playing
front, we have interviews with Andy Goodway,
Martin Crompton, and all the players, there
is also all the latest on injuries, team
selection, and club news.

You could also win a fabulous day out for two
people when we play Paris at Boundary Park on
Friday 28th June 96. A pre match meal with wine,
Matchday gift and a chance to meet the players.
All you have to do is ring 0891 4400 70 and
guess the mystery voice.

DON’T DELAY PHONE TODAY

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p per minute at other times

CONFERENCES

Sun 12 noon - 8.30pm Lunch available all day
Plus full d la carte-children welcome

_GREEN ASH ‘HOTEL *

0
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A well appointed suite is available for your
business meetings. Daily and 24 hour delegate

rates can be arranged to suit any requirements.
FULLY LICENSED RESTAURANT AND BAR
Open: Mon-Sat 7pm - 10pm

Table d’Hote and full 4 la carte

NEW TAME, DELPH, SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM, OL3 5TS Tel: 01457 871035 Fax: 01457 871414

OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGA

Tue-Fri 12 noon - 2pm

Business Lunches our speciality

Wedding marquees, weddings, office parties,
dinner parties, dinner dances also catered for.
15 luxury en suite bedrooms - most with views
of beautiful Saddleworth countryside




WELCOME

THE BACKS
Full back Lee Penny has been with the Wilderspool club since October
1991. A Great Britain Under 11 player, he picked up three caps at that level
in 1993, Penny has been the regular last line of defence for the Wire
throughout the Super League campaign. However it is the try scoring ability
of Penny that is noteworthy, starting the Centenary season with three suc-
cessive games from the substitutes bench he went on to head the
Warrington try scoring list with 16 touchdowns in 24 outings. His form has
continued into the Super League and he was one of six Warrington players
to score a try in the 48-24 victory over Paris St Germain at Wilderspool.
One of the most frequent try scorers in recent seasons has been the experi-
enced wingman Mark Forster. He raced to 24 touchdowns in the 1994-95
campaign but could only manage 10 tries in the Centenary season. The for-
mer Woolston player has been with Warrington since November 1981 and
has scored three tries in the current 1996 season.

A newcomer to the club, and a relative newcomer to the British game is
Richard Henare. He made a try scoring debut from the substitutes bench
against bottom club Workington. The Kiwi had already made his mark with
the Carlisle Border Raiders, scoring twelve tries in just nine games including
a Silk Cut Challenge Cup third round effort against the Bradford amateur
opposition West bowling. The Warrington three-quarter line up is certainly a
test for radio and television commentators.

Exciting centre three-quarter Toa Kohe-Love adds to the tongue twisters
and you can expect to here his name mentioned at regular intervals, the
Kiwi has scored in three of his four full outings since joining Warrington in
March.

The southern hemisphere three quarter line up also includes former
Olympic sprinter Mateaki Mafi. The Tongan took his place in the
Warrington side during the Centenary season but failed to trouble the record
keepers. His first try for the club was a controversial touchdown, in the eyes
of Leeds fans, at Headingley on the opening weekend of the Super League
season. Fellow Tongan Salesi Finau earned a two match suspension for his
dismissal at Knowsley Road in January. Like Mafi he also had to wait until
the 1996 season to record his first try for the club with a fifth round Silk Cut
Challenge Cup touchdown against Leeds. A former player with Canberra
Raiders he was a try scorer for Tonga against New Zealand at Wilderspool
in October. Mafi was also a non-playing World Cub squad member with the
Tongans who were captained by former Warrington hooker Duane Mann.
The last recognised three-quarter to mention is centre Chris Rudd. The
Cumbrian was one of three successful goalkickers for Warrington in their
recent win over Paris, his try against St Germain was the first of the cam-
paign for the player who joined Warrington in 1988.

THE PLAY MAKERS

Regular stand off and goal kicker lestyn Harris can claim to be the super-
star of the Warrington side. He was voted international Player of the Year in
1995 and was also selected for a fictitious World XIIl by a panel of journal-
ists and coaches after the Halifax Centenary World Cup competition. Aussie
captain Brad Fittler bagged the stand off role with Harris nominated as the
full back, a position he filled in each of the three Welsh games in the com-
petition. Harris joined the Wire from Oldham amateurs St. Annes in 1993,
quickly gaining selection for the Great Britain Under 21 side with outings
against New Zealand and France the same year. Kiwi Kelly Shelford can
claim the versatile tag, he has recently been filling tha scrum half role whilst
the club awaits the arrival of the Western Samoan ha'f back Willie Swann.
Shelford has also occupied the loose forward and stand off berths during
his time at the Wilderspool. Swann was a World Cup try scorer for the
Western Samoans and arrives at Wilderspool after experiences as a mem-
ber of the Auckland Warriors outfit. However he failed to gain selection for
the Warriors in the Winfield Cup competition, losing out

in the battle for the half back position to Kiwi Stacey Jones (the Warriors
development player of the year) and the more experienced Gene Ngamu.
With Tea Ropati, ex Warrington star Phil Blake and Greg Alexander with the
Warriors it is understandable that Swann has opted for new pastures.
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THE ENGINE ROOM..
Warrington have selected a fairly settled pack during the Super
League campaign with former England Schoolboys interna-
tional Paul Sculthorpe the linchpin. A product of the

Waterhead club in Oldham he made his first team debut dur-

ing the 1994-95 campaign with half a dozen outings from the
substitutes bench. Now the regular loose forward he made 16
full appearances during the Centenary season scoring seven
tries.

Remember Australian second row scoring sensation Steve
Menzies from the World Cup? He was the competitions top try
scorer, the top try scorer in the 1935 Winfield Cup and at the
time of writing is the top try scorer in the Optus Cup. Well those
fantasy rugby league players had best keep an eye on
Warrington's young second rower lan Knott. Maybe not yet on
the same level as Menzies the 19 year old Knott is already mak-
ing a name as a try scoring forward with eight tries in just sev-
enteen senior outings. He is also an able goalkicker and repre-
sented Great Britain in February's Academy international

against France, and scored a try.

If Sculthorpe and Knott bring youth and enthusiasm to the

pack forwards then Paul Cullen brings the experience. He has
been with the Cheshire cub since 1980, making sixteen appear-
ances in the 1981-82 season, his first campaign in the first
team. Now a regular summariser with the Sky TV team his
senior career started in a team which included the likes of Dave
Chisnall, Bob Eccles, Phil Ford, Steve Hesford and John Bevan.
Cullen's first pro try helped the Wire to a 25-17 success over
Barrow in the final league game of the season.

At 26 years of age prop forward Gary Chambers is the senior
member of the Warrington front row. One of the many former
Kells players in the professional game he joined Warrington on
the same day as centre Rudd in 1988. Mark Hilton fills the open
side berth, possibly one of the youngest regular prop forwards
in the European game, he celebrated his 21st birthday in March
(on the day Wire trashed Leeds at Headingley) and is joined in the
front row by 20 year old John Hough. He is the first choice hooker,
now gaining selection in advance of John Thursfield and the more
versatile Andy Bennett. Both are recorded in various reference
books as being products of the game's top amateurs in the
Warrington area, Woolston Rangers.

Other contenders for selection in the forwards are former Welsh
union player Mark Jones and youngster Mike Wainwright. The tall
Wainwright has been limited to substitute duty during the early sea-
son games, whilst Jones has been slightly more fortunate with a cou-
ple of starts in the first thirteen.

IN CHARGE......

The Warrington football management team of John Dorahy and Alex
Murphy make an interesting pair. Australian Dorahy was dubbed "Joe
Cool" during a playing career which included British clubs Leigh, Hull
KR and Halifax. Twice capped for Australia (both times in 1978) his
Australian career included spells with Western Suburbs, Manly and
lllawara, a club he left in 1983. He returned from Britain in 1986 for a
spell with North Sydney.

Murphy has had a distinguished playing and coaching career with a
host of Lancashire clubs. He signed for St. Helens as a sixteen year old ™
back in 1955, by 1958 he had been selected for the Lions tour of
Australia. He won 24 international caps, and was a regular half back
selection for Great Britain between 1958 and 1966. By the seventies he
was one of the games leading coaches, taking Leigh and Warrington to
Challenge Cup success. In 1975 he coached England in the World
Championships and was twice coach of his native Lancashire,



tws From The

Since my last notes we have got wins against Keighley Cougars
and Swinton Lions both at home. These two wins followed on the
back of our victory away to Sheffield making it three wins in a row,
well done lads. The victory against Keighley gave me the most
satisfaction because they were a very big side and we showed
great Character in coming from behind in the closing minutes to
snatch victory from the Cougars grasp. | thought we showed a lot
of commitment and played some good Rugby. It would be hard to
single out anyone because it was a team effort, but our young
players Dale Aldred and Andrew Taplin who made his debut at
Sheffield must be feeling good because both are only 16 years of
age and standing up well to-:Academy Football. Last night,
Monday, we beat Swinton Lions 28 points to 20 points but | was
not very pleased with our performance, | thought we looked slow
and didn't play to our full potential. There will have to be changes
made if we are going to beat Dewsbury. Our points came in the
first half, a try and two goals, the try coming from second row
Chris Nuttie who played well, two goals by Craig Barker, second
half tries by Chris Wheeler and Craig Barker and another four
goals by the same player. But | am sure like myself our boys know
they didn't perform to the best of their ability.
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OLDHAM BEARS JJB SPORTS

ACADEMY FIXTURES SEASON 1998

Day Date Team H/A Kick-0ff Score
Monday 1/4/96 ROCHDALE H 7.30pm L 16-34
Friday 5/4/96 HULL KR. H 1.00pm CR W20-11
Monday 8/4/96 Batley A 3.30pm L2310
Saturday 13/4/96  SALFORDREDS  H 4.00pm CR L 10-24

20/4/96  BLANK WEEKEND
29/4/96  JJB SPORTS ACADEMY CHALLENGE CUP
FIRST ROUND

Sunday 5/5/96 Widnes A 1.00pm CR L41-4
Monday 13/5/96  HUDDERSFIELD  H 7.30pm 118-26
Sunday 19/5/96  Sheffield Eagles A 4.00pm CR Wa42-32
Sunday 26/5/96  KEIGHLEY COUG. H 1.00pm CR W16-13
Monday 3/6/96 SWINTON H 7.30pm W28-20
Sunday 9/6/96 DEWSBURY H 4.00pm CR
Sunday 16/6/96  Rochdale H. A 2.00pm CR
Sunday 23/6/96  HullKR. A 4.30pm CR
Monday 1/7/96 BATLEY H 7.30pm
Sunday 7/7/96 Salford Reds A 4.00pm CR

15/7/96  BLANK WEEKEND
Monday 22796  WIDNES H 7.30pm
Monday 29/7/96  Huddersfield A 7.30pm
Sunday 4/8/96 Keighley Coug. A 4.00pm CR
Sunday 11/8/96  Swinton A @ Radclifle Borcugh 3.30pm
Sunday 18/8/96 Dewsbury A 3.00pm CR
Tuesday 27/8/96  SHEFFIELD H 7.30pm

How to get there

WIGAN

Description of ground: Largest club ground in Britain. Stands on both sides wilh terracing in front,
new stand behind one goal, and covered terracing behind other. Reqular venue for international malches.
Ground Address: Central Park, Wigan, Greater Manchester WN1 15F Club telephone number:
01942 231321 Club call: 0891 121158 Match day information: 01942 231321 Office Address: As
above Office telephone No: 01942 231321 Fax 01942 820111 Ticket information phone no:
01942 231321 Capacity: 30,000 Number of seats: 5,302 Advance ticket availability: By credit
card on 01942 231321, usually 10 days prior 1o a game. Price reductions for:Children: Yes Age: Up to
16 Pensioners: Yes Unemployed: No Students: Na Disabled: Yes (Wheelchair users)
Disabled supporters: Facililies: Viewing area. Bars accessible. Wheelchair acoess: In front of
Whitbread stand. Disabled tailets: Yes The blind: Live commentary given from hospifal commentary box.
Club shop: Address: Central Park Wigan, WN1 1XF. Also in Markelgate shopping centre Telephone:
01942 246531 (Cenlral Park) 01942 821484 (Marketgale) 01942 246531 (Mail order) Opening hours:
9.00am-5.00pm (Monday - Friday) Match days: 12.00 midday - 3.00pm and hall hour alterwards.
Supporters Club: Address: Ms A Dempsey, 19 Guildlord Cres; Beech Hill, Wigan Telephon aumber:
(11942 246371 Food and Drink: In the ground: Mobile foad vans apen during games. Bars: Douglas and
Sullivan Bars open to visitors Transport: Car Parking: Colindield car park - cost £1.00. Alsa limited
streel parking
Public Transport: Information: 0161 2268 7811 Nearest BR sfation: Wigan Wallgate and Wigan Nodth
Western - both 15 minutes walk, Directions by Read: From easl: MG2, lake junction 14-M61 north.
Take junction 6, and turn left onto AB going south. Immediately turn right into Dicoonson Lane {B5239).
Turn left onto Wigan Road (B5238) and fallow this road inlo town centre. Central park is on the right,
down Gregnough Streel. Parking is very
restricted in the town cenire and araund the

’& ‘\ MEY

ground. From west: Take ASBO, lurn keft onfo
s, =

AdY, and just beyond town centre, this
Lecomes Central Park Way and ground is on
Ieft, From north; MG take junction 27, A5209,
signpasted Wigan. Join A49 then as above for
wesl. From south: M6 lake junclion 25, A49,
signposted Wigan, then as above for west

Buses: Wigan Bus depat - 15 minutes walk Q S
342, 352, 362, 372, 639, 640, 654, 664, 674 ;" 3
all run by ground. 5 ;
General Facilities: Riverside Club at K:

ground. Tourist information:Wigan Tourist

Informalion Office, Trencherfield Mill, Wallgate,

Lancashire, WN3 4EL Tel: 01942 825677 \|
Fax: 01942 828540

-m tvar,

Queensgate Market Hall
Huddersfield

PARKFIELD HOUSE

HOTEL

MOORSIDE, OLDHAM
TEL 0161-624 5379
FAX 0161-624 3568

With over 34 years” experience, we consider
oursleves the specialists in

PARTY CATERING, and we would be pleased to

assist you in arranging your

WEDDING RECEPTION,
CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAYS, WORKS/OFFICE PARTIES,

CHARITY FUNCTIONS, etc.

The Parkfield has an ambience which
will surely complement
and enhance the warmth and
happiness of the occation

RESIDENTIAL PLEASE
TELEPHONE FOR MENUS

MARIO’S

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

A LS '
‘%ﬁ. We like to feed a
4

winning team for

the best pizza’s &

pasta in town, call

%

Just like Oldham Rugby we are No.1.

o in and try us.

125 Yorkshire Street, Oldham.
Telephone: 0161-624-6923

Adamsons

— CRASH REPAIR CENTRE——

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REPAIR
- SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all leading
insurance companies

Cross Street ® Bottom O’th Moor e
Oldham OL4 1JG.
Tel: 0161 627 4001/0161 624 1904
24hr Recovery 0850 336390

*QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAY Se
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OLDHAM NISSAN

DRIVE INTO THE

SUPER LEAGUE

WITH

o h oy

ROGCHDALE
T,

OR
60,000MILES

THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED

FOR NISS AN
ST. MARY'S WAY, OLDHAM. TEL: 0161 628 6200

OPEN NMON-FRI B8-7 SAT 8-5 SUN 11-5

NEIL GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U. Manc.
Dendtal Sirgeon

36 Oldham Road Uppermill Oldham OL3 6HV
Telephone: Saddleworth (01457) 872108

WHATS New

PRESENTATION EVENING

Next Friday night, 14th June, the Moss Inn, Heyside stages the
Saddleworth Ranger’s presentation evening for their open age
and under 18 sides. Everybody is welcome to attend what
should be an excellent evening talking Rugby League and
mixing with the personalities of the local amateur game.

THE RUGBY CHALLENGE

The great Rugby challenge of 1996 between Bath and Wigan
probably achieved its objective but did it really tell us anything
that we did not already know? The objective, apparently, was
to make money for the two contestants. Over 60,000
spectators attended the two games so it must have succeeded
on that count.

We knew that, given the technicalities of the Union code, any
Union side would be able to beat a League side of equal status
under Union rules. | think we were a little surprised by Bath’s
margin of victory over Wigan so we will have to concede that to
the ra-ra boys.

We also knew that any League side would put 80-odd past a
Union side of equal status under League rules. The only
disappointment from Wigan’s 16 try Maine Road victory over

Bath was the substitution of three of Wigan’s top performers
when the match was over after just 15 minutes. It would have
been so much sweeter to see Wigan run in 150 points which

they surely would have done with a full team. Anyway 82-6 will

do for starters.

The only other point to come out of the exercise is that the two
codes are a million miles apart. Union is a scrimmaging,
kicking game and League is a running, handling and tackling
game. There is little chance of the two producing a hybrid
game in the foreseeable future.

So forget Union, concentrate on healing the wounds between
Britain and Australia and the more superior game - League -
will flourish.

BARLA TAKE ON FRANCE

Yesterday in Toulouse, the Great Britain amateur side played
France ‘B’ in Toulouse. The result of that match, obviously, is
unknown as these notes went to press. However
congratulations must be afforded to Saddleworth Rangers
stand-off Emerson Jackman who was included in the BARLA
squad. He was the only local player involved and we expect
that he will have done us proud.
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Although there didn’t seem to be many of us there, thank goodness for
the performance at the Valley last Sunday. Although we lost,
obviously, the level of effort and commitment left nothing to be
desired, | felt. In spite of further injuries during the course of the game
- at one stage, there didn't seem to be an Oldham player not suffering
from one knock or other - we competed superbly. The London
Broncos are a good side, let there be no doubt. They play to a clear
gameplan, and are attractive to watch: | think their growth in
attendances is one of the best features of Super League so far, and
even though there were lots of Earls Court Aussie accents in evidence,
there were also a lot of genuine Londoners too, many with families,
and kitted out with all sorts of Broncos paraphernalia. My only gripe
was the atrocious man with the mike; unlike the rest of their set-up,
including a superb stadium, he was amateurish.

| thought that Lord, Faimalo and Sherratt in particular deserved ratings.
Because of the injuries, they all had to play the full eighty minutes, and
the way they battled up the middle, and were quickly in as second man
in tackles to minimise the Broncos off-loading efforts, were crucial to
our performance. In the third quarter, we hardly ever made it over the
half-way line, but to restrict them, and then to come back so well near
the end, was a superb effort. | suspect that most sides will leave Valley
with defeats by more than six points, as the season progresses.

The good thing about the performance, though, was that it should get

the knockers off Andy Goodway's back, | would hope. With the season
almost half way gone, surely he should be getting credit for our
position in Super League, not brick-bats. We have had some poor
performances, certainly - the first half v Wigan, the last few minutes in
Paris, the first 20 minutes v Bradford, the games at Saints and
Sheffield, and particularly the second half against Workington. But
there is a lot more to be said on the credit side; | bet the knockers were
shouting the loudest at Castleford, for example. We have got a small
squad, with limited resources, and have a Super League place to
defend. The only hope of achieving that, surely, is for everyone to pull
together for the next couple of years. What the players achieve will
come through maximum commitment and organisation, and they, and
the coach, need full backing. Once we move to a new stadium, and
hopefully gain the benefits of much improved attendances, as well as
the benefits of the Sky and Murdock money, then perhaps we can think
of the upper reaches of the Premier Division as a realistic long-term
goal. But, in the meantime, Super League survival is the name of the
game, and | can't think that anyone really believes that there is anyone
better than our present coach to quide us along that path.

Finally, just a post-script on referees. What does the disciplinary
committee’s response to Mr Morris” display at Sheffield say about his
judgement? And what a treat to see Bill Harrigan at the Valley; another
referee with a feel for the game, and a rapport with the players.
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Three Crowns Inn
& Restaurant

HUDDERSFIELD ROAD,
SCOUTHEAD,
OLDHAM.

TELEPHONE: 0161 624 1766

Food served
All Day Sunday

BuildinMgeleCk
Limited

THE BROADBENT GROUP of COMPANIES

Birchinlee Mill, Streetbridge,
Off Middleton Road,
Royton,

Oldham OL2 SEW

Tel: 0161 620 2346
Fax: 0161 627 4979

The Right Choice
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DON YATES For The

Warrington’s Challenge Cup victory over Oldham here at
Watersheddings last February was their 108th success
against Oldham from the 200 previous meetings
between these clubs. Nine of those meetings have
ended in draws and Oldham have recorded 83 victories.
These clubs have met in 168 League matches of which
Oldham have won 74, Warrington have won 85 and nine
have ended all square.

Oldham’s biggest victories against the Wire occurred
many years ago. In November 1898 winger Martin
scored four tries when Oldham beat Warrington 35-0 in
a League match at Watersheddings whilst the best
Oldham victory at Wilderspool came in April 1910 when
the Roughyeds won 32-0. Oldham’s biggest defeat at
Wilderspool came in a Lancashire Cup semi-final during
September 1948 when Brian Bevan scored five tries in a
55-0 victory. Bevan scored another five tries four days
later when Warrington won a League match at
Watersheddings 37-0. That was not Warrington’s
biggest win at Watersheddings for they triumphed here
43-4 in a League match during February 1977 when
winger Denis Curling was on hand to score four tries.
Results of Oldham-Warrington matches during the past
ten seasons (League matches except were stated.

1986-87 Warrington 22 Oldham 18
Oldham 15 Warrington 14
1987-88 Oldham 14 Warrington 10 (Regal Trophy)
Warrington 17 Oldham 6 (Challenge Cup)
1988-89 Warrington 32 Oldham 30
Oldham 14 Warrington 21 (Regal Trophy)
Oldham 16 Warrington 2
1989-90 Oldham 16 Warrington 24  (Lancashire Cup
Final at St Helens)
(Challenge Cup
Semi-Final at Wigan)

Oldham 6 Warrington 10

1990-91 Oldham 4 Warrington2
Warrington 22 Oldham 14
1991-92 Oldham 3 Warrington 8 (Challenge Cup)
1992-93 Oldham 33 Warrington 20 (Lancashire Cup)
1993-94 Oldham 12 Warrington 18
Warrington 23 Oldham 6
1994-95 Warrington 55 Oldham 6
Oldham 52 Warrington 22
1995-96 Warrington 40 Oldham 8
Oldham 30 Warrington 19
Oldham 4 Warrington 26 (Challenge Cup)
Details of the last Wire visit to Watersheddings was
Sunday, 4th February 1996.

Silk Cup Challenge Cup, Round Four.
OLDHAM 4 WARRINGTON 26
Half time 4-4, attendance 4,924.

Oldham try: Francis Maloney
Warrington tries: Lee Penny, Mark Forster, John Hough,
Paul Sculthorpe and Mike Ford.

Warrington goals: lestyn Harris (3)

Oldham: Paul Atcheson,; Afi Leula, Paul Topping,
Darren Abran, Adrian Belle; Francis Maloney, Martin
Crompton; lan Sherratt, Gary Burns, Jason Temu, Gary
Lord, lan Gildart and David Bradbury. Substitutes:
Shaun Irwin and Chris McKinney

Warrington: Lee Penny; Mark Forster, Chris Rudd,
Salesi Finau, Andy Currier; lestyn Harris, Kelly Shelford;
Mark Hilton, John Hough, Gary Chambers, Paul Cullen,
lan Knott and Paul Sculthorpe.

Substitutes: Mike Ford and Mark Jones.

Specialists in Commercial & Industrial Maintenance & Building Contracts

* EST. OVER 13 YEARS
* ALTERATIONS * MAINTENANCE
* EXTENSIONS
* DESIGN & BUILD * REPAIRS
* INSURANCE WORK  « SHOPFITTING

* REFURBISHMENTS

Covering the Northwest

D.O.E. EDUCATION, LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVED CONTRACTORS

FAX 0161-627 4973
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CONSTRUCTION
LIMITED

OLDHAM HOTLINE TELEPHONE: 0891 44 00 70

MANUFACTURED
RADIAL FIT
COUPLING BOLTS
FOR MARINE
AND POWER
INDUSTRIES
WORLDWIDE

>PI| grim

INTERNATIONAL

Pilgrim International Ltd,
Ripponden Road, Oldham, England. OL1 4SB.
Tel: 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 4945

LEES VILLAGE
SERVICE STATION

“Much more than just a Petrol Station”

Attended Petrol Service

(Why put in your own petrol when
someone else will do it for you)
6-programme Jet-Spray Car Wash
Sweets & Tobacco Shop

Car Accessories

Calor & Propane Sales & Deliveries
Mobile Heater Sales

Sandwich bar

Flowers

Lottery Coming Soon

OPEN
Monday - Friday 7am - 10pm
Saturday, 7.30am - 9pm,
Sunday, 8am - 9pm
ST. JOHN STREET, LEES, OLDHAM

Telephone: 0161 624 2306

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

ROUGHYHEADS BECOME SMARTYHEADS
AT

HAIRDRESSING COMPANY

2 mins from Oldham Centre on the main Ashton

Road. Plenty of parking space. Open 6 days

Also at Bolton & Moston
No Appointments Required

GARFORTH GLASS
& MIRROR CENTRE

Established 1945

o GLASS DEPT e MIRROR CENTRE o
e PICTURE FRAMING o

@ Glass cut to size
© Toughened Glass @
& Laminated Glass
& Double Glazing ©
© Glass Table Tops @
© Glass Cabinet Doors ©
@ Glass Shelves ©
@ Holes Cut & Drilled &
& Decorative Glass Engraving &
© Putty, Beading Silicone &
& Decorative Leading ©
& Delivery Service ©
@ Rigid Plastic Sheet &

Personal, Friendly service
from a family firm!

49-55 CO-OPERATIVE STREET, SPRINGHEAD,
NR. LEES, OLDHAM
TEL: 0161-624 7495 FAX: 0161-627 5347




BrARS Statistics
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- For the Record Super League ‘96

RUGBY RECALL OLDHAM V WARRINGTON
1. In July 1991, which Australian half-back left Warrington to
become player coach at Swinton?
2. Which was the first ever club to be elected as members of

- the Rugby League Alliance League, again in July 19917

3. In August 1991, which massive company agreed an
£80,000 three year deal, to sponsor the Charity Shield?

- 4. When Oldham signed Tim Street from Swinton in August

1991, which two Oldham players went to Swinton in

- exchange?

5. In August 1991, one of the teams promoted from Division
Three were refused permission by the League, for a change in
name to the? Marketmen, which team?

6. At the end of August 1991, which Third Division club were
offered the incentive of £1 million for promotion?

7. In October 1991, which superstar threatened to quit Rugby
League and switch to American Football?

8. Which player came to Oldham from Wakefield in exchange
for Paul Round and Paul Lord?

9. In November 1991, which player went to Salford in

. exchange for lan Sherratt?
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Rd Date Team Score At e e E =2 & 88 Sl

1 Sat 30 March WIGAN Heskve  6.00pm 16-56 7,709 ' 11 - 99

2 Fi5April  HALIFAX H 3.00pm 32-22 o .= 9!

3 Mon 8 April Paris A 3.00pm 24-24 ® o o @ |

4 Sat13 April LEEDS Heskve  6.00pm 25-16 L ® @ |

5 Sat 20 April  Castleford A 6.00pm  20-24 ® ® o0 i

6 Sun5May  StHelens A 3.00pm 18-66 o 0 0 @

: o0 o0 ® ®

7 Fi10May BRADFORD BULLS H 7.30pm 10-30 o0 @ |

8 Sun19May Sheffield Eagles A 5.30pm 10-23 1 8B ® @

9 Sun26May WORKINGTON H 3.00pm 27-29 o 09 ®

10 Sun 2 June London Broncos A 6.00pm 28-22 4,629 | !

11 Sun9June WARRINGTON H 6.00pm

12 Sun 16 June Wigan A 6.30pm

13 Sun 23 June Halifax A 6.00pm

14 Sun 30 June PARIS H 6.00pm

15 Sun 7 July  Leeds A 3.00pm

16 Sun 14 July CASTLEFORD H 6.00pm

17 Sun 21 July ST HELENS H 6.00pm

18 Sun 28 July  Bradford Bulls A 6.00pm

19 Sun4 Aug  Workington A 3.00pm

20 Sun 11 Aug LONDON BRONCOSH 6.00pm

21 Fri16 Aug  Warrington A 7.30pm

22 Sun 25 Aug  SHEFFIELD EAGLESH

OLDHAM RLFC
'SUPER LEAGUE
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Number 11

Number 5 Number 7 Number 9

Coach Number 1 Number 2 ber Number 6
ANDY GOODWAY PAUL ATCHESON SCOTT RANSON DARREN ABRAM PAUL TOPPING ROBERT MYLER FRANCIS MALONEY  MARTIN CROMPTO! JOHN CLARKE GARY LORD
FOR SALE Sheifa & Grant Somenville  Maureen Mitchell Sue Done in Kersha FOR SALE ARC Electrical Taylor DI's HI-FR T___ BRENDAROGERS
: SRR il N T 5P S e : - : Wl
= i N E ¥ STEVE GARTLAND
i - | it Number 16
Alex Hammond
CHRIS PARR
Number 22
e Irene Calow
umber 2
GARY BURNS ANDREW PATMORE  MaTTHEW MunRo  BUSTER BEAR
FOR SALE Sue & Chris Done  |an Clarkson

OLDHAM HOTLINE TELEPHONE: 0891 44 00 70

10. Finally, in.November 1991, which former St Helens
player parted company as Wigan's assistant coach?

THE WELSH CONNECTION (TM)
COPYRIGHT. KELVIN JONES 1996
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BOB SOPEL TRAVEL

for
SUMMERSUN/WINTERSUN HOLIDAYS
SKI HOLIDAYS
FLIGHT ONLY’S & FERRIES
WORLDWIDE FLIGHT RESERVATIONS
CRUISES
U.K./CONTINENTAL COACH TRAVEL
U.K. HOLIDAY CENTRES
WEEKEND BREAKS

'FREE INSURANCE

or CASH DISCOUNTS

Book with Oldham’s leading
Independent Travel Agent
on Our Holiday Hotline

0161 633 2232

27 Henshaw Street Oldham
ABTA 71400 & IATA
* on selected holidays
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NEWS From

QUEENSLAND NEED A BIG EFFORT

The whole future of the State of Origin is on the line at the Sydney
Football Stadium.

Who would have thought it a couple of years ago?

But the Origin clashes have become too predictable. Incredible defence and too
few tries.

And the fans want tries!

Peter Jackson, one of the Origin heroes of yesteryear summed it up in Rugby
League Week magazine: “Players are so fit, so professional and such good
defenders that even the best tacklers in the game are flat out breaking the line.
And with the (unlimited) interchange rule they're not wasting any energy, which
make it even harder.”

It seems that coaches and players alike go into Origin matches determined not to
lose - when they should have a positive approach to winning (and if they go
down, they do so with flare).

At the very least this game should be better than the first encounter, when the
Queensland selectors shot themselves in the foot by sticking with some of those
players who remained loyal to the ARL in last year's Super League battle when
they should have been picking the best 17 available.

They have done something to redress the situation, but still haven't gone all the
way.

A centre, Matt Sing, on the wing. A winger, Wendell Sailor, at fullback. A
fullback, Julian O'Neill, at standoff. And one of the best standoffs in the world,
Kevin Walters, on the bench.

Queensland coach Paul Vautin says he won't be changing the lineup for at least
20 minutes.

We'll wait and see.

Most critics are looking forward to Kevin Walters coming on and providing that
well-oiled Broncos’ link between halfback Allan Langer and centre Steve Renouf.
Renouf was kept in check in the first match,

But we all remember that 1992 World Cup effort at Wembley, when Walters sent
him through a gap that was only there for a fleeting second for the winning try.
And they have been doing the same thing regularly this season for the Broncos.
Hence Renouf leading the tryscoring lists with ten tries in just eight matches.
Coach Paul Vautin admits he made a mistake in replacing Wendell Sailor in the
first match.

Sailor was the only Queenslander making breaks.

But "Fatty” felt he had to give all his players a fair share of time on the field.

In the cut-throat Origin battle, there is no room for sentiment.

Vautin learned the hard way.

He'll be tougher this time around.

The Queenslander will most certainly put in a do-or-die effort.

And let's hope referee David Manson can keep the two sides well apart.

Over the past couple of weeks the ARL referees have been instructed to enforce the
10-metre rule.

And that means players not moving up until the ball clears the ruck.

It Manson does that we could see some of that wonderful defence broken.

By Laurie Daley or Andre Wittinghausen? By Steve Renouf or Wendell Sailor?
Who cares as long as we see more than a couple of tries.

The bookmakers are giving Queensland 7 1/2 points start.

I'm not so sure they have the right.




STONES

SUPER LEAGUE 96 Saime Game... New Attitude...
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PURE GOLD FROM B\ isNARCH
s U PER LE AGU E BUYERS OF INDUSTRIAL CABLE,

SWITCHGEAR, MOTORS
Each month the Superstars of
- & NON-FERROUS METALS
the Stones Super League will y o A
now be able to prove they are WORKS CLEARANCES Commerc1al, Criminal &

literally the best of the best as ™ Private Investigations
they compete for the new 7 DY for a fast, effective and confidential resolution
prestigious Stones Gold Awards. ‘

Decided by a panel of experts 0] 6 ] 665 ] 8] 9 Kevin Kershaw Associates

drawn from representatives of - UNIT 17, MONARCH MILL, Westbourne House, 159, Oldham Road,
all areas of the sport, the - JONES STREET Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire OL7 9AR.
'4

5 awards: will e presented. fe gt Tel: 0161 343 6510 Mobile: 0374 455905
the player who has consistently demonstrated | ROYTON, OLDHAM OL2 5AH o Fax: 0161 32915646 TR

outstanding performances over the previous month.

The awards launched by Stones Bitter; sponsors of the
Stones Super League, have been introduced to reward

excellence by players and to raise the awareness of 3 A ‘ MO OrSlde

the shooting stars of the ‘96 Stones Super League

season. | ~ b MEtal P I‘OduCtS

RS |
Danny Arnold collecting the first award

The first Stones Gold Award went to St. Helens’ new e i ) e
superstar Danny Arnold. Danny has had a tremendous 3 LMIted
April with some stunning performances and having scored 11 tries in 5 appearances leads the try

.l . . | | | STEEL FABRICATORS
sgsonic e pamasneic: | GianGD ENZYR] |  ENGINEERS

experts will get together to decide who Highfield Street,

have heen the cream of the ‘96 season, [t | WE(I.Y TO ENSURE A CLEAN
including picking the Stones Super EN\II\I':!I:)PSI::EENT Oldham, OL9 6DT.

STONES|  stct tar iayers, waten thissmacoror | g R STl Telephone 0161 624 3303
‘BITTER: further details. =
~4 BEST VALUE  0161-6206795 Telefax 0161 627 3101
OVIL BUSINESS CENTRE

HIGH STREET, LEES,
PR'CE OLDHAM, LANCS, SPECIALISTS IN PROCESS PLANTS

OL4 3BN. AND OFFSHORE FABRICATIONS




oLbHAM Development

7 Our mini League is
up and running on
Sunday mornings.
There are about
two hundred
children at under 8
and under 9
playing, if their is

| anyone interested
in their children
playmg mini League they can contact Joe
Warburton on 627 3318. The next venue
after this Sunday will be on the 16.6.96 at
Saddleworth Rangers Ground, Churchill
Playing Fields, 10.30am kick off for under 8
followed by under 9 at 11.15am. Go and
watch the stars of the future and better still

take your child along, boy or girl and let them
get involved in a great game. We are also
trying to get the Oldham Ladies Team up and
running again and we are looking for a coach
to train these girls, so again if there is any
coach interested please give myself @ ring on
652 2452.

Trials are at present being held at Hathershaw
for the Greater Manchester Youth games
which are being held on 15/16 of this month.
| went along last Thursday evening and was
very pleased at the way our teams are
shaping up. We have got teams entered at
under 9, under 10 and under 12. Those are
then followed by a girls under 15 and there is
some good talent in all our teams. | am
pretty sure that all 4 teams will do well at

SPOR7S

MATCH

BUSINESS BACKING SPORT

VOOOVOV

RENAULT
OLDHAM

Working together with Oldham
Schools Rugby League

TANFIELD (Oldham) Limited

|25 Chamber Road,
Oldham,
Lancashire.

OL8 |AA

Tel: 0161-633 4872
0161-627 0435

Fax: 0161-627 0448
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TANFIELD (0idham) LIMITED

&

OLDHAM Rugby League Club

working together

OLDHAM HOTLINE TELEPHONE: 0891 44 00 70

ovier To You

IT was very encouraging indeed, for all sports lovers, to hear
Oldham Council representatives speaking so positively about
the proposed new stadium at Westwood when the plans were
officially unveiled at the Civic Centre on Monday.

Councillor John Battye was scathing in his criticism of
“negative thinking" and expressed the view that the local
authority was striving to protect the Town’s sporting interests for
the next 100 years - a reference to the fact that Rugby League
has been played in the Borough for the past 100 years.

If, as is hoped, Oldham Athletic also decide to use the new
stadium it will be a 15,000 all-seater operation, which will be
used by the Bears and the Latics for 12 months of the year.

If Latics decide to stay put at Boundary Park, the Council will be
looking for other uses for the pitch and the stadium in the
winter months and, to that end, inquiries are already being
made about the availability of turf which will cope with year-
round use.

Council officials were keen to stress that money to pay for the
stadium would come from private sources and grants, but
definitely NOT through the Council tax.

It was also made clear that the development would include
offices, a banqueting suite, restaurants and corporate hospitality
facilities and these would be in place whether the stadium
housed 10,000 spectators of 15,000.

If Huddersfield can have the McAlpine Stadium, and many other
Towns throughout the country can have new stadiums for a
variety of sports and pastimes, | see no reason why the Town of
Oldham cannot get in on the act.

The easiest thing in the world is to advance reasons for NOT
DOING something.

Had this Town's leaders taken notice of such negative vibes
down the years there would have been no Spindles, no Oldham
Sixth-Form College and no doubt other projects would have

fallen by the wayside, too.

The stadium is coming. Of that, there is no doubt. It will be a.
project of which Oldham Council and Oldham Bears RLFC will
be justifiably proud and it will be a milestone along the road of
the Town's sporting achievements.

By Roger Halstead
of the Oldham Evening Chronicle.

IMPORTANT
NOTICE

Do you know of any local G.P.’s
who would be interested in
getting involved with the club if
so please ring the office on
0161 624 4865

ALSO REQUIRED GATEMEN &
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP AROUND
THE CLUB

ALSO

Anyone with culinary expertise
who would like to make after
match meals for the Alliance &
Academy teams

P ©
hne.

Patterson & Rothwell Ltd

Quality without

PRECISION Toolmakers & Injection MOULDERS

compromise

Tel: 0161 620 0292 Fax: 0161 627 0916
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