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to our game and why it is
important that we should take care
to provide them with improving
facilities and conditions in which
to watch rugby league.
Ibelieve the future is filled with
great opportunity. We are on the
threshold of aunification
agreement with our amateur
partners which should unlock
hitherto inaccessible opportunities
to attract and develop more young
sporting talent to our sport.

am delighted to have the
opportunity to contribute to
this commemorative brochure

which is produced to mark the
closure of the Watershedding’s.
Oldham, like many of our leading
clubs, have now entered anew
exciting phase in their history.
The advent of Super League and
the recently announced World
Cup Challenge will, Ibelieve,move
our game forward perceptively in
1997. Competitions from other
sports and leisure attractions that
compete for our spectators’ time
serve as atimely reminder how
important our loyal spectators are
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:hesterStormWiganRLFCSaintsBradfordBullsCastlefc ĝt ârringtonOldhamBearsWakelieidTrinityEvertonFCBirminghamCitySfockportCountyBu
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Colourplan,..
Award winning designers and printers of sports programmes
throughout the North West, West Yorkshire and the Midlands.
The company that offers the conplete service from design through
to delivery at acost to suit your budget.
So whether it’s abusiness card, letterhead, multi-page full colour
brochure or sports programme, call Ian McCue now.
...advice costs nothing!
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ATWO SWEATER
A N D F L AT C A P J O B
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Wigan to boot them out of the Challenge
Cup.
Remember Paddy Kinvan’s last gasp try to
level the scores, and Mick’s conversion to
clinch the match at 10 pts to 8pr.s? 1
don’t because, just at the moment when
ever t̂me in front of the Press Box stood
up for abetter view of the try, a
gentleman knocked my umbrella over my
eyes. And what was 1, and Paul
Fitzpatrick of the Guardian doing under
an umbrella in the gi'andstand at
Warersheddiitgs? Why, stopping the rain,
which was seeping through the roof, from
falling on our notebooks!
And then there was aT.V. commentary
from B.B.C. when, owing to hea\7 falls of
snow and temperatures of minus 6
degrees, no other games were being played
other than (miraculously!) an Oldham v
St. Helens cup clash at Watersheddings.
As if trying to pick out the numbers on
the players’ hacks was not difficult enough
in asix inch covering of snow, the
freezing temperatures reduced me to a
zombie by half lime. Yes, I’d forgotten my
flat cap!
Whatever the weather, all will have their
favourite memories of Watersheddings, a
direct link with tho.se days back in 1895
w'hen League’s pioneers made tire bold
move to strike our on their own. Alan
Davies, Sid Little, Charlie Winslade, John
Etry, Bernard Ganley, Ikocky’ Turner,
Ftitnk Pitchtbrd -the great names ate
recalled. 'iTieir deeds and skills defied the
weather, arid so did Watersheddings for a
hundred
Oh that 1could have done likewise!

emhley it may not he,
and Twickenham it

certainly isn’t. But the
decaying terraces, the
sloping pitch, tmd the

tiny, primitiv'e dressing rcxtms beneath the
grandstand at Watersheddings evoke just
as many memories, Rspecially of the
weather.

No matter what my involvement on the
day 'player, journalist, or T.V.
commentator -Watersheddings has
always been marked on my calendttr as “a
two .sweater tmd flat cap job”, even in
August! Even my last visit in November
of this year to watch aBritish Colleges
inter-county fixnire was accompanied by
frost and freezing temperature.s.
It has always been so. My first encouitter
with Watersheddings’ bone bard pitch
was on acold, clear January Saturday
afternoon just five months after my
signing for St. Helens in August 1961.
With straw piled high around the
touchlines, tlie terraces, despite overnight
falls of .snow, were packed with fans eager
to witne.ss harde on the field. It was ray
first encounter with the ‘Roughyeds’
da.ssy, tough, international centre, Alan
Davies, and it wa,s nor an experience 1
rel ished.

Being turned hack in full stride and
dumped unceremoniously tin the Itard,
freezing pitch was hardly the perlect
welcttme to Watersheddings. But, as 1
said, it has always been so.
1well remember that momentous night of
Fehniary 4th 1987 when one ofmy fonner
pupils Mick Burke, acup deadline .signing
that year, kicked the winning goal in the
closing minutes of that epic struggle with

w
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O n l y t h e M o u n t a i n s
A N D R I V E R S L A S T

F O R E V E R
Rugby League historian Robert Qate remembers Watersheddings

J
Iwill be sorry to see

Watersheddings go.

That’s not just because

as anon-car-driving

Halifax supporter, ivho

lives in Ripponden, I

actually find it easier

rhey, with tiie likes of Turner, Winshule, Duvies,
CTiicknell, Hrty iiiui Vines? They h;kl Jack Keith to
shin el the hail out ot the scrum aiul, worst of ail,
from Halifax’s point tT view, BemarJ Ctanley to kick
us to death. He just had to hnik at the i^osis and it
was aH‘>al. 1used to think it was an imimitahle law
of nature that Oldham heat Halifax until 9

SeptemlH-'r, 1%1 when at last we crushed them (7-51)
at Thrum Ilall -another quirk of aplace destined for
the scra|ilwap of history-.
By the early l%0s 1had made acquaintance with
Watersheddings. Idare say it was crumhly even then
hut 1would never have noticed. Iam, you see, the
Rughv League hierarchy’s worst case scenario as tar as
s{X’ctati>rs go. All 1am interested in is the rughy. I
don’t go to grounds to eat or drink, although 1do
.idmit to once having acup ot tea at Watersheddings.
1am not preoccupied, as everyttne else seems to he
with the state of the lavatories. Icertainly would not
expect acreche to he provided at arughy ground and
the only merchandising 1huy is aprogramme. 1am
ime t)f tlu'se poor, misguided people for whom eighty
minutes ot real Rughy League was quire enough
excitement. People like me will prohahly he banned
stxm in that dreaded drive for standardisation.

So for me Watersheddings has always Ixen aplace of
pilgrimage, even on those awful days when it has
taken an hour and ahalf to travel the umpteen tnld
miles tnan 1lalitax to Oldham due to severe weather

or even more severe traffic problems. What really
used to impress me was the fact that the grtmnd was
covered on all four sides and had that funny double-
decker stand and every available surface was
decorated in red and white stripes. It was an absolute
picture, 1am an avid collector of Rughy League
photographs and have many images of packed out
golden, olden days at Watersheddings. Of course,
physically they arc black and white or sepia or simply
fading away hut in my mind’s eye they are ariot of
ret.1 and white. Always will be.
Ihave no doubt chat new generations ot Owdamers
will come to cherish wherever the Roughyeds finally
.settle hut it will certainly he different to dear old
Watersheddings and 1bet the bus from Ripponden
doesn’t pass the dewr!
Robert Qate’s latest book -The Stntggle For The
Ashes II is asplendid record of the intC7ise Qt.
Britain -Australia battles. Indk'idwal copies can
he ordered by pho7iing 01422 82,3074.

r ĥey have already taken most of the
variety out ot the game as it is played on
the pitch -competitive scrummaging
and raking at the play-the-hall obviously
give them all the screaming alxlahs,

what with all that uncertainty they used tv) proiluce.
After all, the coaches need to know what is going to
hap|H‘n next, don’t they, poor lambs’
The drive to standardisation encompasses many
things, most of them familiar as rhey are enshrineil in
“Framing the Future” hut that's not the end of it by
any means. Now clubs have to have nicknames
whether they want to or not, not that they are
alk)wed to say rhey don’t. Perish the thought.
Sumer or later memlxrs clubs will Woutlawed, even

I

Ixyond the Super League. Suiner or Liter they will
not allow games to he played if it starts raining.
Sixmer or later sloping pitches will be banned -that’s

to get to

Watersheddings thananother reason why Ileadmgley will have to go.
Sooner or later. Sadly as far as Watersheddings
is concerned sumer has arrived. After today the T h r u m H a l l .
venerable old place will ju.st be amemory, ahaunt for
ghosts of 107 years worth ot players and s(X'ctators.
Some North .American Indians had asaying -“Only
the mountaias and rivers last forever”. Hisioiy and
the destnicrive. interfering hand ot Man has proved
titherwise. Nothing lasts forever. Watersheddings
has had its day but, whatever the progressives and
politically correct claim .some ot us will moum the
piLssing ot yet another piece ot our heritage.
1have always loved Watersheddings. It was
atmospheric. 1have Ixen here in howling gales. I
have been here and had to go home without seeing
the scheduled game as Pennine frost and ice have
defeated the groundstalf's best efforts. Ihave Ixen
here in ^xuiring rain. Ihave even fra::led here in
broiling early season sunshine, notably in agame
against Leigh acouple of seasons ago. And, daft as it
simnds, that was the most uncomfortable spectating 1
think Ihave ever experienced!
Oldham was actually the first team Iever saw in a
league match and 1have always had asoft spvu for
them. That was back in 1956 when Oldham came to

Tlmim Hal! with one of its greatest teams and beat
us n-9. Oldham

always used to beat us
in my early
spcctatorship. Well,
they would, wouldn’t

No, that’s just one of

life’s little quirks.

They don’t actually

like quirks, the Rughy

League hierarchy.

They would really like

everything, everyone

and everywhere to be

the same.
t

6
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O n l y g o o d
C A N C O M E ! ! !

Andy Qoodivay

{jUL

p.- itht*r Ji

!ikt* dt'velopinji rhc ycnirh policy', as I
i\avc dlroady said, huildinu up uur
reiafioaship with schcmls in Knh (.')ldhiim
and Tamc.side and, Iasi hur nm k-a->t. Uulding
hridgos with local amiireur ciuiiv.
To discuss rhc last jxiim firsi Ikn<m' iluit
relaric’ashijss between \VatersiK*ddin”s tind
the local araarcirr clubs have been less than

perfect in recent years.
Tltere is alot of wi»rk to lx* dune to pul
ihinqs rit»hr, but Ican personally a.ssure
e\'eryone connected with Oldham arnateur
pinie rluii iny staff and Iare keen tu build
bridges on gtxxi fatrh and honesty.
We will welconie approaches from any dub
ro discus', any {xdnr or points which miglu be
troubling them. Only gixul

amount of work to do in x t i o n . s

A
v a . ' itrimes hke these

inevitably look.s hack and in
my case that nteans atrip hick
ro 1979 and the year 1.signed
for Oldham when rite south

o n e

' i h i r
r < - *

pcsiicy was in fiill swing,
Tlie club was passing througli avery stable
lime and Ithoroughly enjoyed my early days
at the club under men like
Graham Starkey’ and rhe late Peter
S m e t h u r s t ,

However, as an IS-ycar-old Castlcford lad 1
perhap.s didn’t have the ’*fed” for rlie club

CHtly ncn\-, older, wl->er and

ank Myler,

that I

with my career behind me, do Ihilly
appreciate what Oldham did for me in my
fonnarive years in the game.
When 1Kxik b'ack Irealise what aterrific

youth {xilicy Oldlwm had in 1979 and, as
head coacli, Iam particularly keen ro build a
similar .scheme ar the club nove.
Wc have set up an apprenticeship scheme, we
have .signed several promising youngsrer and
we am going into the New Year w'ith

l iave now.

c a n c o m e 1 m m

d i s c u . s M o n .

Let’s get rogerher, get things off our chest and
see if we can work rogerher for mutual benefit
to <ce the name of Oldhanvin bright lighrs ar
all levels <if rugby league hvuball.
Sii far a*' the .schcHiis are concerned, we are
keen to develop aclose asHXiiation and we
WiXiid welcome an appnwch from any >chool
in the Oldfiam area, Saddleworth or
Tamoide which would like us to visit them.
Teachers, parent' (»r gtivernor.' onlv nwd to

iring and we will be
discu.ss the j-uissibilities of avi'ir
leading To amore lasting ;c>s(K-iariun.
We can help wirh training and coaching, talk
nKnit diet and dnigs, eilucarion in >p<’irt and
how sp<trf can be inregratev.1 into an academic
c a r e e r .

We can al-^5 advise K>ys and girls with special
sptirring ahiliiie.s how iiest ro pursue their
cho-sen .sport without interfering wirh their

esrahlUhed scouts in Yorkshire, Lancashire
and Cumbr ia .

It takes time, of course, to see rhe Ix'nefils of
such apolicy and, in the meantime, wc are
working hard «>n building and preparing a
squad which can do well in Super Ltrague.
We won’t K‘ making alor of rash promises or
shouting from the nxiftops alvHit what we are
going to do in 1997, but you can be assured
that wc are preparing nice :md quieriy behind
the scenes ami ht>pefully we will !x* able to
provide supponers with what they want to
see when rhe new campaign kick.s oft.
Iwas relatively ple-.ssed with what we
achieved last year. Wc finished eighth, bur

dtould have finished sixth.

g i v e u s :
-I-

schiKi l work.

We can’t bring the .schixds lo us. We would
be delighted if the schools would invite u.s
altmg ro them.
Here’s to ahappy new year —and abright
new stun for Oldham Bears.
A N L - ) Y G ( X U - ) WAY.

iwe coulc

However, all that is in rhe past and Idon’t
go over old ground-

We ha\'e impros-eil stcadilv and con.sistently

a n * .

w a n t t u

over the pa.sr three schsxvs and
keep that pattern going in the coming season
we will do alright.
The stpiad has Ixx'n stTcngthened by the
recruit menr of Brett tjoldspink. Nathan

and Luke Gofxlwin, Hit there is alsci a

i t w c c a n

i N D

^ 7R A 'O F A Nt i m e r



OLDHAM RU6BV
V

SWINTON
played 28th September 1889

OLDHAM BEARS
V

SWINTON
played 29th December 1996

Both matches covered by the

O l d h a m
E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e

No. 1for local News &Sport



W e p l a y e d r u g b y
BUT SEX WAS safe!

! ! !

Oldham FC in the 50’s, Sid Little remembers,..

OlJham m(he 50's hus jtown full >)t sfHirtsinen and women
interc'ted in the whole ranue ot --piirt. It wa> a)iA to he apart ol
It. In the early Br\'n iloldswain wa> atalented ptaver and a
ver\' captain. He was ateacher h\ prote'-'ion and iMb)\‘ct .i
sea t;iK\l one. Hi' communication 'kill' laid many ot the
toiindarion' on which the u's team 'iiKci|ijenilv hll̂ '̂ 1med. Ban
Has .in ex*parairoiipe-i, played hi' riiahy as he \iid he had fought
the w.ir Bryn uik|ue'tmnahh Ivlieved in the practice ol uettine
hi' reialiatiim mtiN At his hc't hi' halt dwrihiiiion wa' a'

out'tandint: a' hb left hui hut he was acharacter and v\e had
mans ari:ument' >'n what rû K wa' aKiut. 1did not win the
.irijiimeiu hm, while not .icceptim; hb praynnatic practices Ilike
the man. as did many vitlict' and he certainh plived arole in (he
u'’'tcMmdecekipmeni.
Frank O.iley was perhaps the mo'i under rated placer ot m\ time
and an example to pr«'\e that point was m.iJe when 'X’lojn placed
the iireai RilK Rt>'ion .it 'land ott opp."itc Fr.ink in aLincashire
Cup Final at Swinnin. All that need' saymt; is th.it Billy never
placed .11 'tand ott â am Frank wa' akec placer and it bvid that
he tu' died a'hort wlule .ij;o. Bills MitLhell, johnne Num and
IVni' Acre' were lis.al lads and thee tisi all placed apan in the
cliiK' '^c>.e^'C' ot the VDick CrackiieH's .irncal in the team

acknowiediied the impicrtance ot side 'tep and pace in .me tc.am
and HickV skill sea' compliniented he the strenitth and pertecrly
timed era'll lacklmi; ot lohn Eity. Alan Davies “a centre
exceptiiinal" had everything on and oH the tield. Acharming
vocitervms character, even'one liked Alan, and his pertomwnce on
the held was outstanding over many years. Frank Stirrup evas our
“Icx'tball brain" and had much influence in Jevisim; and refining
set moves. Old siippi'rters may remember the team's No 10 set
piece which suited Teny O’Grady's style so well and its 10 dummy
evas ak> effective in confusing the opposition We had gixxl
coaching in depth and Iwell remember the on-going constructive
part played hy the Leigh mafia! .And 1should mention Alec
Oivvons who explained ro me some of the game's harder hut often
clinically execuuxl teacures coasidered paniailarly appropriate for

Rugby I'nioic players! Frimk Pitchford another regular match
winner wa.' perhaps the outstanding scrum liall in the League in
the Vs. At hb peak Franks eye for an opening and his ahiliry to
go through It in the blink of an eye cvi' devastating to the
iippiMtion, rhat is when we could keep up with hmi. Bernard
Ganley whioe goalkicking not only broke record' pimhlv won as
more matches than .my oiher player while confirming week in and
week out that the first man yvni pick for cour rugby team is aman
who necer inivses his go,il kick'.
RiXikie liirnet wa' surely one of (he game’s best li>bc‘ hirwards and
i! was are.il pleasure tor me to meet him again atew months ago
It aLion’s re-union at Headinglev In the x"*’' with IVrek calling
the 'hots we had astrong mobile pack including keep fit fanatic
IVn \'inc astrong hail handling prop, and mjack Keith >>ur
htxikcr, we had aremarkable player who could always win the hall
It he decided to strike tor it! For giHxl me.L'ure jack ixxild and did
score m.iin tries. C'harlie Winslade from Mae'feg and Oldham's
own Ken johnsm were IniemationaLs and very gu\l players.
Indeed it l\m, jack, Ken and l.'harlie are all packing down in that
team in heaven the\ bas ethe b.i'b for a\ery gexxi pack IVrek
and Imi's play mg but neither of us feels re.idy to complete the six
|tbt yet. 1enioved playing at Watersheddings. Ih.iJ gre.ir
teammates. Tl\ere was much hiimiiur, there w'as much sueces' and
some disappointment hut that is how it should k- although yve JiJ
nor think so at the time.

1enjoyed playing rugby league which is such asplendid game. 1
am pleased to have been assiiciatod with 'uch atine cliih. and
with Sii manv ot its players and supporters. 1am akt delighted to
have had this oppc'rrunitv of thanking the club and its Mipponers
for the kindness shown to me over the years.
We are now in apenod of change, and it bawhole new ball game
for others ti' wTite aK'ur. 1wish the cluh growth and success in the
future which surely c.in k* and mast kmade bright and
successful.

Sid Little

"'tyvas asurprise, alkit apleasant one. to be asked to write a
few notes mv memories of the peruxl when 1played for
Oldham to he published in the last match souvenir
programme to ksold at Water.'heddings. Sadly many of the
older phye5 who could have yvritten aktter recollection

have ptmianeniK transfeired to another higher league. Afew. of
course may kplaying in that hotter lower division hut my first
thoughts must kot them. Tliey were all very giKxl teammates. My
time with Oldham wa' in the x's when, a' .in̂ ither old plaver 'aid
the other day, "Wc playeil rugby Sid when tlx game w.b ps"itivelv
dangerous, hut sex was 'ate!" It is nearly 4̂  veab .igo. hut 1well
rememkr .irrivmg in vMdham in February 1̂ 151 It must have been
10 klow tTee:ing that night and.« Mump'’ Bridge when Igot off
that Ni' hu' visibility yvas nil. Ihad never been to Oldham

k'fore and it kxiked a.s it 1would nut see much o! it on this trip!
You will perhap imdebtand mv relief when 1iwcntuaily fi aind rhe
Red Lion. Ihad been apilot in the RAF not anavigator. Bui Idid
speak rhe bngiuge and seseral helpful directions got me t«' mv
home for the next few days. Tlx- Kir was lx.ited my Fedrixmi wib

1knefjred from tlx kxise interpretation ot the licensingnot . S . I

layv' (hat applied in Oldham ai that time. Tlx generou'
hospitality of the people of Oldham impressed me on that tit't
night and during my 10 years living, working .ind plaving in tlx
town that generttsiry never cKingeJ. imade many gexx! friends.
My yvelcomc from the Oldham (!hron's Northern correspondent
was less generous, and simply pointed ixit to its readers that now
Oldham R! had .signed aHarlequin that it would complete the
□reus! But as manv will recall the team of the 50's was no circus,

although the tricks, nKives and dummy options dey ised, practiced
and perfected contributed to the team’s success, Everykxlv has
their opinions as ro what makes agixxJ successful team that b
entertaining to watch. My fxrxntal view vin our team of the 50’s is
that it owes its success to only three factors, <i fit squ.id with
balanced complimentan- talents, encouragement, and gtxxl
coaching. We had acommittee who gathered together .such â s’
group of talented players who blended and benefited tii'm each
other’s skills, Oldham’s committee of that period deserve credit for
doing that, /

y



W a t e r s h e d d i n g s
M Y K I N D A P L A C E

! ! !

Terry Flanagan

in wlu-n wc ua\'c ihcm areal j^umi
^'anu\ (ai]‘' mn of 1^85 hciuinji landed
Warrinmon and Bradford in cl,
aiinosphere. Paildy Kinean knivkina VXdi^an
om of ('.hallcn^e Caip in N87, Padd> Knyvan
knockiiiy Rod Reddv oui against Hamnv ‘A’,
Andy Cioodwav pladni* arip-rap tirework
into drossintj room loiloi winch had lunjsed
Mick Morgan .w tlic time, Brum Hogan

he WaterNhedvlmgs is more than
jiisi arughv ground to me. Even
though eleven cnjovahle years
in the lii-st team at (."ildham

loildings

would seem enough experience
ru most people, mv nthniiy v^!ith the place

deepen Being aproiul honr and Bred
.Ihamcr and lolkwiny my dad Bi!y a n d

brother Kevin into the league scene nl
tMdham meant that Sheddings was afamiliar

place frmu early Javs My lirst recollect lv)ii of
the massive pitch and unii|ue atmosphere was
at the Standard Cup final W(K> when St
Maiy's I'cat Laiigwortlw. I.inle did 1know
then just how much o\ spiwr and life wa.s

on Sheddtngs.
M\ ’'chtxd and amateur days Jehverevl ahost
of finals, .ilw.iys the timll of the year “was

oflering ti> lake on whole Hull KR
Intern.monal pack whilst sun-oumled h^
eighteen year olds, (.hvai plavers like Cdive
Sullivan, Bill Francis, Pavid Topliss, Hussein
Mhanki suggest ing we get the Fire Brigade in.
to draw the troron pitch witli h<u water. Peter
Smethurst putting his hack out ol place whilst
delivering one of his f;i
watching the Dtigs Iroin upstairs in the
Pavilion, the tdd style pavilion with the K't\g

. . t1 h e c e n t r e

plavu\g ai SheddmgV, tiom Oldham schools,
Cu]’’ wins with Saddleworth har downstairs, rhe viiuughty freaiment roomt»i two l .ancashi

rhat had aunique smell, kick rhe opjMsirion
deep into ilw ‘Katom comer rhe Oldham
‘roar’ which u.sually came to help Lite mthe

ILmgeiN undei 1S*s.

M\ paifc'ssional uuvci tnan W?9 to WdO
ytreat Britain y'oltspv'gan in earnest wit

g.ime, the walk to/from the pitch hlov.i lwFrance folli>wi\l hy Orearmatches against
i^ntatn under (Kah wins) when the cluh fans encouiuging rhe te.im and plavers.

painting the grotmvl in that hi'rnbie chiKiokue
vluring my summer breaks tnun

vUid Us impnssne vourh ix->licy was the envy
of the Bmtsh game. Sadly the pi)licy that pur h r o w n c o l o u r

University in W80.
completing Second Pn ision double in
Let me assure you iheiv is plemy more!
Ahw the need of am.igical place. Ihave been
pnmd to he .i plavei .ind y’aptam of y’)ldham
Rugby and suggest the gtsHl times of rhe
PJSO’s rank somewhere behind rhe and
50s in the league table of y^ldham eras. Like

reception livr hms afrerthe club at the foictrom of the game, 5yireat
Britain Ttmnsis mW8*l. never maimamvs.1 it.s

If is noi an e.isv task to condense eleven
packevi ve.trs into ,i tew paragrajshs so
riy to Iv concise sharing headline mci^lents
which siuk mim mind. It’.s noteworthy that
to me Shcddmjiii-ts not just the main pitch
but the wlwile ctnvmuimiv'of Paviliivn. l^ig
Puck, Training CuMund, Soiia! Cduh, the

IVnny Rusjv .aui the cold wet di'essmg ri'<ans
u t u i e i t h e m a m

w

can perhaps

s.ully close ami reflect ihnnigh moJilving a
lings lives mov eon.m e

the old f'nend.s, file y"ikfv c i ' s o I r e

nukers, most l.imous siings:
.It Shcddings uUsed to be gmxJ

I'o see 'em light lor Kill mt'mudi c ^ . .sund .

10 @ ll i4£ND Roco l lecuons l im t
will suck w
fo jcver a re ; fie rce

haiile with .Australia

g.ime h.»s Vh.mgcvl vou seeh u t n o w t h e

You c.m'r see Sheiklmgs on T\ ''
Tenv Flanag.m

m e

AO V A N



1AND 2O l d ! ! !

Jack McNamara Manchester Evening News

Rugby League Reporter for almost 40 years
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" T

handler wlro amid reai O l d h a m a n dIdlrara were superb
performers week in
week out. From
tril lhack Bernard

Ganiev lo tire front

row of Fiarr^' Ogden, jack Keith and
Ken jackson they were cla.«s.

o
a g a m e

lie also had aquick wit.cler-erly.
Before one Ghallenge Cup Swinton fans with

long memories will

suffer

overwhelming

attacks of nostalgia

today. They will
recal l the

ie, coach
Griff Jenk in exhinted him to make
sure Pitchtord had plenty of cover.
"If Pitchtord wants ntore cover than

Ican give him, tell him to hri:
umbrella," joked Daley.
The forwards matched the backs for

skill. Who can forget Charlie
Winslade's defence-splitting pa.sses,
the running of second rower Sid
Little, Don Vines' ptiwerful work at
prop or Derek Turner's fiery lead and

al kicking at loose forward?
Swinton had an equally atrractic'e
ream. Fullback Ken Gnnrers was a
treat to watch and centre Alait

i g an

G a n l r e m a i n s a

legend. He was the complete
if he mi.'-’sed akick at

y s g o a l ' k

c r a i t s m a :

goal, which was rarely, he held a
personal inquest to sort out the error.
And he was an excellent all-round
lullback as well.
There was never aflaw in rhe

Centro .Alan l''a\'ies

t a c

wonderful teams of

the post war years

-O ldham in t he

1950s and Swinton

in the early 1960s.
Few teams have

matched the

threequarters.
wa.s the star with his speed, skill and
strength. His flying tackles, ahvays

Buckley and left wing John Stopford ■
were outstanding. Few clubs could
match rhe halthack r

.scrupulously fair,
wince, let alone his target. Davies
wa.s suiTOunded by good men. Dick
Cracknell stands our as aclassic-

wing with John Etry' and, later, Ike
Southward in the same rank. Denis

s p e c t a t o r s

■ing of
cheeky scrum half Albert Cdartwright
and stand off George Parkinson, one
of the hardest men in the business.

The forwards may have lacked the
power of other leading packs, bur the

1act of Dai Moses and that

great thinker Albert Blan provided
limit less entertainment.

When you watch today's match,
spare amoment for the mighty
teams of the past. It wa.s ashame
then and remains ashame now that

neither club reached Wembley
where they deserc’ed to show rugby
at its best.

Ayres and Johiuty Noon kept Davies
company in the centre.t o p - c

.■\r scnim half Frank Pitchtord tore
t s s

1m u s i c h a

apart ex'en the tightest defence wdth
his spectacular darts. Two players,
however, remain personal favourites
-Frank Stirrup and Frank "Dtin"
Diiley. These two shifted round the
backline as and where needed.

Stirrup was the complete rugby
footballer, intelligent, nippy and
courageous. Daley not only was
tough, but he was abrilliant ball-

standards set by

these two clubs in

their pomp.



M o r e t h a n a m b i t i o n
I W A S G O I N G H O M E
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anil kind Ak-c Gii'vons witli acouple of (and condescension) by beating us 16-8.
first team games took me up to National We also lost unforgettably at Leigh in
Service. When 1finished that in March the Challenge Cup second round. By a
1956 Ihoped to do better but Oldham
were aveiy good side on the fringe of
hotiours and it took an injury' to Johnny
Noon to open the door fu
luck tor John but good luck for me.
How much good luck -1couldn't
possibly have realised. It turned ottt to
be it sciison when Oldhatn did herter

than they had done tor thirty years itnd
the achievements haven't heen m;ttched

o
Idhara's ground at
Watershedditigs has
always played aparr in my
life. 1was born inti) the

top house on LongfielJ
Street. Bernard Ciitilev could have

score of one try and aconversion to ni
we left the cup that should hiive been
ours buried in asea of mud and icy

me. Badkicked aball from our from step over
the Herherr Street stand and landed it

on the centre spot.
From atender age Iused to ntsh into rite

with our gang when tin

w a t e r ,

in spite of those odd lap.ses we were
playing litst and exciting football

■fatness of Alan DiU'ies,
Frank I’jtchford and Rocky Turner. We
hiiil aheiid start every game from the
clinical accuracy of Bernard Ganley’s
extraordinary goalktcking. Tliut sciison
we scored 214 trios. John Etry had 45 of
them.

Wiitersheddiugs was alive with
anticipation and happy supporters on
match day.s. They loved it and showed
it. For the big matches they turned up
in droi'i's. Even with the Herbert Street
stand in use, it's hard to believe the

■dftendanee ligures. When Barrow came
there wore 18,748 on the ground, for
Halifax 21,449, St Helens 16,781,

Ity the finspired

g r o u

were opened at three quarter rime.
Early memories of steamy foivvard harries

a t e s

with Norman Pugh, in his scnim cap
and Alan I^ird still ninning forward
even on his knees.
Later it was playing rughy at school
Saturdny mornings, and watching
Oldham from the penny rush in the
alternoon. Formative years, instructive
years, ivatching the brilliance of
Norman Harris, the courage and
strength of Lfrlly Mitchell and Billy
Barren and the do or die spirit of Billy
Griffiths and Bert Ambler,
When Ifinished school 1had three

happy seasons at Keh Lane hut when die
chance came to turn pro Iseired it, witli
almost indecent haste. It was more than
just amhition Ifelt that 1was going
home.

s i n c e .

It was that season and panicularly the
mardies at Watensiieddings which will
■stay forever in my memory.
The details are well recorded ofconr.se,
but bear with me while Ilist afew of
them here. Three out of a possible lour
trophies were won including the League
Championship and the Lancashire Cup.
We bear St Helcn.s three rimes in rhe

season and Wigan three rimes too. All
our matches at Watetsheddings were
won including a21-2 victory over the
visiting .Austi-alians. We lost away to
Workington, Barrow, Warrington, York
and of all teams, Liverjiool, whe
didn't seem to be any spectators so we
paid to go into the ground. Liverpool

Wigan 19,676 and Leeds 19.100.
All in all that seasor1wa.s amagical

it prohablv doesn'te x p e r i e n c e ,

much berier. It was aprivilege to be
there, to play apan and to have known
Watensheddings at ins best.

c o m e

there

D E N N I S A Y R E SAseason in rhe 'A' team under the wise repaid out generosity

Dennis Ayres (2nd from the left, front rotii)̂  in arefl̂ tive mood as Bernard
Qanley receives the Lancashire League Cû  at Watersheddings in 1958



T h e l i o n s
S W E E P T H E B O A R D

V I A W A T E R S H E D D I N G S
Don Yates looks back at Swinton's greatest ever season

lost 4'2 at Sr Helens Rees, one of the amtenJers for
rile Lmcashire (ihampionsliip. Tliey then won eight
consecutive league matches including a6-0 vicior\'
over Oldham at Watersheddings. TIio (diallenge (’up
campaign liegan with arelatively eiLsy lie away ;it
Whitehaven Rees. Smnid-rower Richard Oacknell

scored live tries a.s the Lions won 44-0. Round two

was muc hrougher hut Swinton won V2 at Httlifax
and they then won TO at ('astleford in the qiiarrer-
finals. Swinton went on to heat Ilull 5-^ in rhe semi¬

finals at Huddersfield and so met Warrington, amid-
tahle cluh, in the final.
IT'fore that final Swinton had rhe oppommity of
lifting rhe Lancashire (diampionship. C'*n March 21sr
they heat their closest rivals St, Heleas Rec.s at
Station Road 11-5. Three day.s later St Helens visited
Swinton and they, tix), were Ix^aren although it was
close at 5-L Tliar victory gave Swinton the
Lmcashia* Championship despite the fact that the
Lions still had five league matches to complete.
Swinton’s second trophy was on the sideKiard.
Swinton's next league game was the Chxid Friday
home game against Oldham when rhe Roughyeils
pulled oH asIkk'Ic 9-S victory. Eight days later
Swinton travelled to (Central Park, Wigan where a
crowd of 35,909 saw them hear Warrington to litr the
CMlcnge Cup. Lixise-forward ('harlie Seeling
.score*.! atry for Warrington to eciualise asimilar effort
from Swinton winger (Jhris Brockhank. Alate Jack
E\'ans dropped goal snatched victory’ fv>r Swinton.
Swinton's third trophy wus on rhe sideboard.
Swinton 5Warrington 5.
Two inarches now suxxJ Ix’tween Swinton and a

clean .sweep. Hunslet visited Srarion Road in the
(duimpionship semi-final and returned home defeated
12-2. Swinton's sccison wtts to finish here at

Watersheddings where they met Fcatherstone Rovers
in the Championship Final. Rovers had pulled off a
surpri.se 15-12 win at 1^‘Ct.ls in their semi-final hut
tliey could not rai.se their game again and rhe Lions
crossed for three tries against alethargic Fearherstone
side who failed to hotlier rlie scorelxiard operator.
Swinton's fourth trophy was on tlie sideKiard.
Swinton 11 Fcatherstone Rovers

a When the
1928-28O

nly four cluKs have gone through a
season winning eveiy compeririou
which they had entered. Tlie
magniheent Wigan oiitiii ot recent
times won the Regal 'Ihiphy, First

Division (diampionship, Oiallenge Caip and
Premiership in .season 19D4-D5 whiLsr prior to the
First World War Kith Hunslet in IDC7-0*S and

Hudderstield .seven years later won the Yorkshire ('up,
York-shire U’ague, Korrhem Unkm (aip and League
Championship.
The other cluh in rhis elite company is Swinton who,
in scJLStin 1927-2M. won the Umcashire (.'up,
Lmcashire League, (Jlialienge Clup and League
diampionship. When the 1928-2S season kicked oft
Swinton were one of the strongest teams in the
competition and favourites to lilt at least one *)f the
trophies. Tlic previous seastm they had won the
League (̂ lampionship imd were ninners-up in Kith
rhe Lancashire C'hampionsliip and Rugby L*ague
Cdvallenge C.'up.
Tlie Lions K*gun this historic season with al*K-al
derby at Rochdale where they won 27-4. They losr
only one of their opening seven league marches Init
then had to travel lo I-sincashire (aip holders St
Helens tor rheir opening tic in thar comfX’tirion. A
magnificent 13-7 victory was hillowed by ahome tie
agaiast (liallcnge ('up holders (.Mdham. Swinton
won rliat matdi 18-9 and they then had the
.satisfaction of beating Salford 10-1 in rhe semi-final.
Swinton's opponents in the final were Wigan who j*
had hammea'd Swinton 21-0 at Central Park rhrê
weeks prior to the final. Tint final was staged here at
Watersheddings and arrnicted acrowd of 22,00Q.
Tlie V'igan winger johnny Ring had crossed for abar-
crick of tries in rhe league match at Omral Park hut
he was well marked in rhis final and all Wigan had to
show for their eHiirrs was a.second-half penalty from
Jim Sullivan. It was nor enough for sec*md-row
hirward Richard (Bracknell scored atry for Swinton
wliicli was convened by H. Morris. Swinton's first
iniphy was on riie sidelxianl. vSwinuin 5Wigan 2.
Tlie week after winning rhe Lanc:ishire ('up, Swinton
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Roses clash herween Lancashire and Yorkshire.
Acrowd of 9,059 were attracted to the match with
Lancashire requiring just adraw to clinch the first ('oiinr>'
Championship of the new code. It was not to be. Tliere
were five Roughyed.s in the Red Rise outfit but ground
ailvantagc did not help and Yorkshire won 8-0. Despite tliis
set back Lancashire went on to win the title that season.
Since then Watersheddings has gone on to .stage ten
Lancashire fixtures -.seven vei^as Yorkshire one versus
Cheshire, one versus Ciimlx.Tland and one versus New
Zealand. Six of those matches have resulted in Umcashire
victories and four defeats. In addition to that
Watersheddings was awarded the Lmcashire-Ncw Zealand
fixture in November 1985 but that match was cancelled
because of afrost Knind pitch.
Tile third sea.son of the breakaway code, 1897-98, proved
to be aparticularly successful one for Oldham. They won
the Uncashire Senior Qimpetition and, in st> doing, won
all 114 league matches which were playc*d at
Waiersheddings, the away Tyldesley match also being
switched to Oldham. Thev also won Ivth home ties in the
Northern Union Caip. Their first (. diallenge (aip tie saw
Leeds visit Watersheddings on February 2fuh with L>ldham
winning 8-L Since then (.''Idham have staged 120 home
(.diallenge 1. aip tit*s, winning 77, drawing five and losing
the remaining W.
Tliat year Oldham also staged the (Challenge Cup semi¬
final Wtween Batley and Salford which Ratley won 5-0. It
w.Ls the first of ftiur semi-finals which have k*en played
here at Watersheddings. Tlie season came to aclose on
Saturday 30th April when Oldham, as champions, played
the Rest of the League. Acrowd of 7,000 saw the
Roughyeds recover from an 8-5 deficit to force an 8-8 draw.
Tliree years later Oldham were once ag;iin involved in a
similar match. l-Vice again they found themselves 5-3 down
at half rime hut on that second iKcasion they recovered to
win 9-5. Tiiose were the only two matches in which
Oldlram, as champioas, tixik on the Rest of the League.
Tlie 1898-99 sea.son was another successful one for Oldham
Ix'cause that year they became the first Lancashire club to
win the Challenge Cup when they defeated Ilunslet 19-9
down at Fallowfield. It was also afine campaign at fortre.ss
Watersheddings where they suffered only one defeat from
16 outings. They conceded only 16 points at home that
scastm whilst they rhenxselves ran in 344. In the opening
match of their succes,sful cup campaign they defeated GiK)le
63-0, running in 17 tries to register what still remains as
Oldham sbiggest winning margin for amatch played at
Watersheddings.

Don Yates looks

back at 107 years of
Watersheddings memories

The history Kxiks tell us that Oldham Fixithall tduh, now
the Oldham Bears Rugby League Football ('lub, were
founded in September 1876. Tliey kgan life sporritig
amkr and black colours and played their first match on
Ckxlwick Lows the month after their formation. Tliev iosr

that opening fixture against Stalyhridge but playing
fortunes improved during the following twelve years in
which time they had moved to anew ground in CTirksfield.
It was at the beginning of season 1889-90 that Oldham
made two significant changes. It was on Saturday 2Stli
Septemlvr 1889 that Oldham played tlieir fiw match at
Watersheddings. To mark rhe ixcasion they also intnxliiced
.1 new playing strip of red and white h(X)|xd jerseys.
Those colours have ken worn by (. Mdliain ever since and
one bo}X's th.it the\ will continue to do v) Uir many iimre
years to come but icxlay, sadly, Oldham will he miming out
at Waterslieddings tor the verv last time. Oldltam’s
opjsoneius on that historic cxcasion 107 year?, ago were
Swmton and they relum to pay their last respects to a
famous old ground that has housed many great and famous
ix:casions and also ken the scene oi disappointment and
despair. Such is the nature of sport.
Tlie attendance at Watersheddings when the stadium was
first used is given as 7,000 who s;uv Swinton win
convincingly by two goals, one try and two minors to
Oldham’s one minor. 1am led to Kdieve that minors only
came intt) play if rhe teams were level on goals and cries so
by my calculation Swinton won 13-0. The Swinton centre
jim Valentine en)oyed the honour of scoring the first points
on the new ground wirh arr>’.
In those days, of course, there was only one axle of rugbv
hut Oldham were lieavilv involved in rhe move to
professionalism which led to the breakaway from the Rugby
Fixitball Union and the formation of the Norrhem Union,
now rhe Rugby Fixitball League, back in 1895. Event.s prior
to the bmakaway are mainly lost in the mists of time but
Oldham did have aside to be proud of immediately before
the breakaway. They were Lancashire C'hampions 1894 and
runners up during rheir final season of mgby union.

Rugby League is Born
Since the breakaway rhe Oldham Club and Watersheddings
have figured prominently in the history’ of rughv league.
When the breakaway competition kgan in September
1895, Oldham’s first match was away at Hunslet but the
following Saturday, 2Lst September 1895, Watersheddings
staged its first league fixture with Tyldesley forming the
opposition. Another defeat resulted, this time by 11-3, but
since then Watersheddings has .staged 1,587 league matches
involving the Roughyeds. Oldham’s record in those
matches stands at 1,135 victories, 67 draws and 385 defeats.
Included in that total is the official away fixture against
Rixhdale Hornets in March 1896, amatch which was
switched to Watersheddings and which Oldham won 16-3.
Tlie most imjxirtant match staged at Watersheddings
during that inaugural 1895-96 seastm took place on
Saturday 7th IXxember when Oldham staged the very first

Standard Cup
L>n Gixxi Friday 1904 Waiershcxldings played host to the
first of what has developed into the most prestigious

the liK'al amateur calendar. It was, of course.i K c a s i o n o n

the first Standard Cup Final, rhe ‘Wembley’ of rhe lix:al
amateur scene, and an occasion which has produced some
thrilling entertainment. That first final saw Heyside defeat
Rix'hdale Rangers 9-0. Since then there have been 86
Standard Cup Finals at Watersheddings including acouple
of replays. Last Easter it was perhaps appropriate that
Saddleworth Rangers should heat Higginshaw 22-12 in the
last Standard (’up Final to he staged at Watersheddings.
That result ensured thar those two finalists had each won
the Standard Cup arecord 13 times.
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pAJISl,\ AAI|J_ SAKUjS ASAljl JISIA 01 UIIMl JHIUIK'!

ISJIJ Aljl AlUPA.Avj Sp|Ol") jjy, pUPjPA^ ttAjsj Aljl ^0(,j U|
S(KUBiiuP)J puy SI.ttl)J

\

UQ -SAOupisumAjp (pnsnun jApun iiAqjp p.AApjd Aq oi
pAnuuuoA onSPAj \q3nj 'jr.w pjiOM puoAAS Aiji Suurn]

■5-7()0Aun4Aqi
01 UOISBAUI IjAUAJJ Aljl jjl-* IPAq Olj.tt dll AUI( AnSPA-]
Aljl UI SP.tt pP3)j IjDPf pjP.VUOj dOJJ SaUippAlISJAlP^̂

IB ijix AnSpA'] Aljl UO )\wi Aiibspy aio;) auipu
Aqi JApun i||ino ijouAJj JAijioup ‘/p^j JAqoj.iQ iji|»7
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UAA.ttiAq pAoin’i.ii’ -rtt q'>ii'ui vini'iji r \ r { ' ^ i i j

dn^ ,vu!q

!pooy)f̂  )|V ijAiiq jjn) sK.tt Jiioi Aljl lu' pA,UjJtno)j
lAqiOUy dlJl .Hjl .Xjl’UI 01 pAjlK) SpAy Aljl JO) JAH>,-K

uou KMuAuuy -f JA^ui tt inq jnoi oqi .Apiuu qitxj
,\Al|^ SpA)j AljJ JO) SAIJ] O.ttl SAjAK(^J UKAq pUR SAlKj^^

Aq4 JO) ,Ul R[■'AJOAS uoijlj-j URUUApj JA.ttOJ pUOAAq
!jl'j7 SAiiqy^ ,Aiji icAqspA)j Aqi qAiRiii ipqi U[

‘0Z61 Ai^puo|,q uo vSuippAqsjAji)^
IK pA^RlS JiUl.Xj (!'UO.AAS Aqi ‘pASiURiIjO 3JA<tt SjRUl JIlOl
oA\j^ -0761 )o JAumins oqi JO) pAxi) srai unuu^j iKOjr)
,\q RijBJisny jo inoi rpur uoiiii.xlmoA |kuoiikujaiu|

(jll) 04 UjniAJ 01 pApi.AAp AjljAmh SRA\ II JAAO
sAiiijiisoij ijii^^ '7-q AJAq 3umui.tt Aq Diiijji'j ||Rq aiji
pAlJRlS SlAlUOj-j A|RpqXl)J sJ<u||qvqsjA]R,̂  IR PAHRIS

SR.tt q.HRlU AAlljlAduiOA RIRqi (,((,( ijEnURf p|UI jliun
lOU KBA\ Ij OS JR.tt Aljl )0 UOIlKJnp Aljl 40) pAj'UAdsilS Aq

p|no,tt AqSni AAiiii.AduioA ||r iRiji pApiA.ip sR.tt II qiuoul
iBqi j.iiBq SuiuuiAs pjAi)SJAppn|.{ qii.tt pAqsijqpisA

SR.tt pjOAAJ UOllUAdlllOA JAljllHlB SR pAlUloddRSip lOlI
AJAAS SJAlJOddns p|AI)SJA|ipn({ AljĴ  000‘s SuiHlloddRSip
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Ace Amateurs ot Hull had been played at the Willows,
Salford because of the unfit state of the
Watersheddinf's pitch. In Janiiar>' 1987 aleafme match
against Featherstone Rovers was played at Manchester
City’s Maine Road ftround.
Rut back to Watersheddinss where, later in 1982. on
Wednesday 22nd September France opened their short
tour of Enijland by defeatint! Oldham 15-11 in amatch
which attracted acrowd of 1,165, The following
season another iniematumal outfit visited
Watersheddings in the .diape of the New Zealand
Maoris. They met an Oldliam Amateur League Xlll on
Wednesday 9th November. Acrowd of 1,459 saw the
Oldham juniors pur up atremendous fight before
losing 28-16. Amongst the tr>- scorers for the Maoris
were loose forward liugh McGahan and substitute
Pean Bell.

Amateur Internationals
On Ni April 1984 Water-sheddings staged the amateur
open age international between Great Britain and
France. France won 21-8 and they also won when that
fixture was again staged at Watersheddings on Friday
6th March 1992. The French proved much too fast for
Britain in that second international which they wtin
52-16. Oldham had three repre.sentatives in tliat 1992
side. Scrum half and skipper was Mick Swift (St.
Annes) and the second row comprised of Saddlewonh
Rangers’ John Fleming and Steve Maudslev.
Saddleworth Rangers staged ahome tie on this ground
on Sunday 5rd November 1991 wlien they entertained
Workington Town in the preliminarv round of the
Regal Trophy. The profes.sionals won 10-0 hut Rangers
gave their l>est and fared much better than the
scoreline suggests.
On Simda\ 4th September 1994 Wigan beat Oldh.un
bv 58 points to 10. Tliai defeat was the lieaviest
Miftered bv Oldliam at Watersheddings. l\*.spite that
defeat Oldham were able to maintain their status in
the top division and with it entr\ into the F.un*{KMn
Super League.
The last competitive matcli at Watersheddings was a
Super League fixture against Sheffield Eagles on
Sunday 25th August 1996. When referee Steve
Gansi>n blew the final whistle vvitli Cfidham leading
14-25 usignalled the end of an era for rugby league in
this town. By my reckoning Oldham liave played
1,904 first clas.s fixtures on this ground, winning 1.G6,
dr.iwing SI and losing 487 Tliere have been afurther
27 senior fixtures taking the total of first class fixtures
plaved here to 1,931.
Liierallv rhousand.s of players have been involved in
those matches including rugby league legends from all
over the world and from everx’ era. Tlic\ leave helnnd
them amillion and one memories of stirring battles
won and lost, of skill and excitement, of joy and
s o r r o w .

From Dccemher 29th. Watersheddings will lx?
m o r e .

Saturdiis 9th November 1940 England met Wales in a
wartime international at Watersheddings. There was “In the Lincasliire Cup F-’inal

at Wiiter^hedJings on
Novemlx't 19th, 1927,

k-fore acrowd ot 22,000
Swinton Lleteale(.l

Wdgan 5-2”

only one Oldham representative involved in rhai
match !English luHiker Edg.ir Bnxik.s. W'ale.s were
leading 5-3 when an air raid warning was given and
the players left the fiekl ami hid under .1 stand tor
about twenty minutes until the ‘all clear' was sounded.
The imeruiption seemed to upset the W'elsh for
England reawered to register athrilling 8-5 victon'.
Nor ever>- club continued ro play throughout the war
years and, as aresult, the Lancashire L'up was
Mispcnded with L.incashire club̂  ctmijx'ting mthe
Yorkshire (.'up, Oldham, therefore. Uiund tliemselves
mthat ‘foreign’ cianpetition wirh W âtersheddings
staging Its first Ytirkshire (dip tie on Saturday 1st
November 1941. Y»)rk provided the opposition in a
first round, second leg tic. Tlie Roiighyeds had won
the first leg 5-2 and liad no trouble completing (he
double with aIC-C vicior\'. LXiring the five seasons in
which Oldham competed in the Ytirkshire Gup.
W'ater.dieddings staged five ties, (31dham winning two
and losing the other three.

Oldham’s Record Breakers
Ghice the war was over. Oldham enjosed along period
of success right tlmuigh to the mid sixties. Ghampions
in 1957 and Lancashire ('up winners in 1956-7-8 they
set several records on the way. On April 4th 1959
Oldham beat Li\eqxH)l (aty at home 67-6 with full
hack Bernard Ganiev landing 14 goals, the most goals
kicked by any one player in aW'atersheddings match.
Tile following seastm Walney ('entral amateurs visited
Oldham for asec('iul round Cdiallenge ('up tie on 27th
February- .As expected the Koughyeds ran vmr
easy winners 55-4 with wmger Ike Soutliward running
in .SIX mes. No oilier player Ick e\er scored six tries in
aW’dtersheddings match.
In 1965 fluKiltt riighv was introsiuced to
Waterdieddings. The lights were switched on during
tlie evening of Wednesday 20th (.Vtober when
W'atersheddings staged the under 24 inieniational
between Great Britain and Fr.ince, lliH>ker Kevin

Taylor was the only representatn’e from (.''Idham in (lie
British team although second row Kirward Boh Ir\ ing
was anon plavmg substitute. France led 5-2 at halt
time hut Britain came back to win afiery clash 12-5.
Stand oft Roger MilhvarJ led the revival with aw,
and three goals on Itis representative debut. Two
further under 24 internationals have been alliH.ited to
W'atersheddings although the in,itch scheduled toi
January 1983 w.is cancelled because ot heavy snow.
The following sc'ason Britain again \wn France in an
under 24 inremaiional at W^arersheddings.
Tlie attendance at that opening floodlit match was
6.333 which
(')ldliani-Ga.stletorJ F'lotxllit Tropin match the
following month. Lt'ss than 1000 Ixithered to turn out
on afreezing Tliursday night 25th November to see
Cistleford win 6-4 in what was the first FiuKllit
Trophy match staged at WAitersheddings. Since then
thirteen such ties have lx;en plavcxl at ‘Sheddings with
Oldham winning seven and lo.sing six.
Eirlv in 1966 Rochdale Hornets experienced afixture

backlog and in v>rder to ease the congestion the League
ordered them fulfil their home march with W'lgan
in midweek. The .Athletic Ground.s was not equipjvd
with floodlights in those days and Sptstland was
un.ivaiiahle so on Mond.iy 28th Februarv 1966
W'arerslieddings staged the match. For rhe record,
W'igan bear Hornets 35-5 and rhe attendance w âs
2,cV5.
In 1971 the lohn Plaver Tropin made its debut on the
English calendar. It became mghy league’s longest
running spiinsorship until its controversial axing last
vear. (Oldham's first tie was up at W'hitehavcn where
they lost 5-0. That inaugural compention included a
top try settling contest for first numd lasers. On
Sunday 2Sth Novemher (31dham met Leigh in what
was the first match undei the Player sponsitrship to be
played at W'’aiersheddings. Leigh won that ’top tty
scoring' match 11 -5 and during the 24 years o\ the
various Player comiHititions 21 matches were staged at
W'atersheddings. ('*ldham won twelve and lost nine of
those m.uches.

Roughveds Beat The Lions
.As p.irt t)f Great Britam’s prep.iratums tor the 1972
W'orld Gup, they met Oldham ar W'atersheddings on
Wednesday iSih October. Tlie match created muJi
interest and there was acrowd ot 3,829 who saw
Oldh.nn win .1 tliriller 18-15 with scrum hall Tommy
Gi>rman in splendid lorni. Fie scored two ot Oldham's
four tries in amatch (hat certainly could not l^e called
afneiulK. .A great win for ylMliam against aside
whu.li won tlie World ('up Ic.ss than amonth later.
In W74 Oldham found themselves in the Second
I'lvision iiiiJ interest in the iviwn slumped to an <ill
time low. (3n Saturday 30tli November Batlev visited
Waier.sheddings tor aleague match which attracted a
mere 716 spectators, the smallest attendance to watch
acompeiitive first team game on this gnmnd, Oldham
won 17-2 it anyone is interested.
W'hen B.itley visited Oldham seven seas*ms laier, on
Sunday 10th January 1982. the W’’atersheddings pitch
was frost Kuind and so tlie match was switched to
Boundary Park which was equipped with under soil
heating. (.''Idham won again 17-9, and the attendance
was alittle better this rime 2,743. Several matches
have been played at Boundan Park since whilst three
Years previously Oldham's CTiallengc Cup tie agaiast

considerably more than aicended thew a s

n o

And yet for many people it will remain forever as ihe
spiritual home of the Oldham Rugby League Fixuhall
Club1

Watersheddings -
the spiritual

h o m e

of the Oldham
Rugby League

I
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4^ Fords forward
T O T H E F U T U R E
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Former half-bacl^takvarf Mike Ford looks back on
^Mings and forecasts anew
ham Rugby League

Ialways
dreamt of

leading an
O l d h a m t e a m

out from the
P a v i l i o n .

^s fond
e r a

nd of an e

That's the philosophical view I'm taking; to the
demolition of the famous WatersheddinRS Ground.
Don't misunderstand me, 1have many fond memories
etched on my mind of the Oldham ground hut feel in

1997 it is time to move forward.

Since the age of 9,1 always dreamt of leading an Oldham team
out from the Pavilion, through the eagerly awaiting spectators,
up the tunnel and out onto the playing field. 1achieved this
ambition many times during my playing days with Oldham and
1can honestly say they have been some of my proudest
moments during ray career. Two games always come to the fore
when great games are mentioned at Watersheddings, ironically
Wigan were the opposition on both occasions. Tire first a1987
Challenge (hip tie, alast minute try by Paddy Kirwin sealing
victory for Oldham, the last team to beat Wigan for the next 8
years in this particular competition. 1was squadding for Wigan
at the time with mixed emotions, happy for my hometown
team, sad for my team mates. The second game was in 1989, a
Lancashire Cup .semi-final tie versus once again the Lancashire
Cup Kings. Oldham were in the second division and aGary
Hyde penalty from near half way sealed a19-18 win, five
minutes from time, for Oldham. This time Iwas proudly
playing for Oldham and you can imagine victory was sweet
against my old club. The atmosphere at both games tvas electric
and there is no doubt in my mind that the Oldham spectators
had abig influence on the end results.
IDuring 1997 Oldlram will lose "home" advantage for example
the slope away from the scoreboard comer, the fact that
Watersheddings is infamous for being one of the coldesit grounds
in the league, the vocal barracking to the opposition from the
fenatical home fans to and from the Pavilion, the meat pies and
of course the pride and tradition that has been associated with
Watersheddings for the past 100 years.
Today will he avery sad day for many Oldham people but for
me Ifeel it's the dawn of anew era. 1would like to wish them

all the very best for the future.

!t's now look forward to the new one!

M I K E F O R D

■ m
S a t
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G o o d b y e

K n u c k e t
The Early History Of Oldham R.L.F.C.

Tennis &Bowling C'lub, ;it Hollin Mall,
C'larksfield. Tlu- pirch had adecided slope
and rhe playing area was simply roped off ro
prevent crowd encroachment. Altlrough this
ground had asmall pavilion, the players
chairged at the “Frieniiship Hotel”, Mumps
and were driven lo the ground in
Waggonettes.
Tire most t’amous match played on this grouird
was on March 4th 1889 against the touring
“Maoris”, Oldham winning liy 1drop goal -4
minors -.3 tries, to the tourists 10 minors. By
this time the team wits changing at rhe “Old
Soldier Hotel”, Huddersfield Road.
In September 1889 rhe cluh, along with
Oldham Cricket cluh moved to apiece of land
known as “Knucket” iind the Watetsheddings
era had K-gtm.

The pitch had a

decided slope and

the playing area

was simply roped

off to prevent

crowd

u
ĥe Oldham Cluh was founded
during September 1876 by local
enthusiasts who held ameeting
at the “Prince Albert Hotel” on
Union Street West.

Tire first game was against Stalybridge on
October 21st 1876.

Tlie original ground was called “Sugar
Meadow”, which was situated at the rear of
the Olodwick Spinning (..Company Mill,
Gartside Street, Ulodwick Hnvs and the
players (dren still 1r-a'.side.) changed at the
“Shake.speare Hotel”, Glodwick Road, with
the club headquarters being based at the
“Black Swarr Hotel”, Bottom o’th Moor. Tire
club colours at this rime were amber and black

stripes irr hoops.
As rhe club made headway, they arranged to
move to aground owned by Oldham Cricket,

r

I

encroachment* f f



O l d h a m !
Ian Clayton, Yorkshire T.V. Personality, Rugby Journalist
and Author of the acclaimed “When Push Comes to Shove”
reflects on the ‘romance’ of Rugby League in the North.

charabanc fare. I’m .sure though that
they will have iiiiistcrcd enough
coppers to p-ay for apint in the Rtims
Head. On that day drey came home
with bli.ster.s and disappointment.
Rovers lost and Swinton went on to
win all four cups. Ishared iit their
disappointment .some sixty odd
later when Icame home from Old
Trafford after the Rovers had been
beaten in the Premiership by Oldham
in one of the most exciting finals I’ve
ever seen. Oldham were hammering
our lads, but then we staged aterrific
fight back to lead with afew minutes
left 1have never been able to forgive
Charlie McAllister fur kicking the
conversion that got the lead back for
Oldham and ultimately sent them
home smiling and us sobbing. Tlte
ball only just crept over the bar as
wel l l
1like rirual, Ialso like to have little
ambitions. I’ve always wanted to visit
Gracelands in Memphis. 1made it a
few years ago. Ialways wanted ason
who Iwould call Edward after my
Cjrandfather. My Edward and his twin
sister Billie arrived in May of this
year. Since my first visit to the
Watersheddings as an eight year old
boy holding right to abig colliers
hand I’ve waitted ro go upstairs in
Oldham’s famous double decker
stand. 1never have. Now Inever
will. Some ambitions you don’t
a c h i e v e .

Iwi.sh Oldham every- succctss at tlieir
new home. May tiiey achieve many
ambitions.

die very name hreatbes
the words, Rugby League.
I’t'e often reassured
myself with the thought
that my owm club

Featherstone Rovers and others like
Barrow, Swinton, Batley and of
course Oldham could not be
connected with any' odier sport. You
just can’t even begin ro imagine
robust northern towns, full of grit,
soot and roughyeds being called
Saffron Waldon or Bishops Stortford
cmi you -
Apart from arecent talk Igave at
Oldham’s magnificent (Jarnegie
Libnuy, I’ve only ever been to the
town to watch Rugby League. That
suits me, Ilike ritual. My ritual over
recent years has included acouple of
pints .straight out of die barrel in the
Rams Head up on die Moons above
Sliaw and the odd pint of John Willie
Lee.s in the Black Horse at Shaw
itself. After the game we cmi be
home in ditee quarters of an hour if
ir’s not raining too hard on die 62.
Different to my Grandad’s day. In
1928 the Championship Final ivas
held at die Watensheddiiigs. It was
contested between Swinton and
Featherstone Rovers, in those days
the Rovers were upstart new comers
to die big league, with afiersome
pack of coal raining forwards. My
grandad and his unde Oliver set off
the day before to tvalk to Oldham,
along with hundreds of others from
our neck of the woods who couldn’t
afford both ground admission and

T
y e a r s

My Qrandad
and his Uncle

Oliver set off
the day before

to walk to

Oldham, along
with hundreds

of others who
couldn’ t

afford both
gr0Mild

admission and

Charabanc

fare

i f

a

Ian Clayton
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The world seemed a

big place to me in
August 1950 when as
aseventeen year old
coal miner Ialighted

from the train at
Mumps station with

my two fellow players
from Dootsons Park

Rangers Amateur RL
club of Leigh.

( (

M e m o r i e s
O F

W a t e r s h e d d i n g s

f

Alex (}iv\'ons anJ Jimmy Heywood
who ensured that my cap sice ne\’er
varied and that modesty and humilir^’
always came to rhe fore in spire of any
glowing press reporrs.
Tire signing <rf two players converted a
good ream into afirst class unit; Frank
Srirmp and Derek Turner came to
Watersheddings -and added the two
ingredients of guile and determination
that did the trick. The players
blossomed, Frank Pitchford, Jack Keith,
Sid Little, Bernard Ganiev, Johimie
Noon, Terry O'Grady, Dick Cnicknell,
Ken Jackson, Les Anthony, John Etty
the list goes on and on. Supervising all
of th is acommit tee who cared and

enjoyed the success we brought to rhe
town and basked in it to good mea.sure.
Griff Jenkins was the ream manager

us all together, Commitree,
Staff, Players and Wives with ablend
of something that Ican't describe or
understand bur it was wonderful.
There are many faces that have moved

lave written thi.s

w
ith my precious rugby
boitts in their browm

paper bag Iran across
the road to catch the
bus that would tttke

me up to Watersheddings the home of
Oldham RL foo tba l l c lub . Two weeks

before Mr Jack O'Neil had invited
Tommy Dcakin, Joe Hilton aiul myself
to play in atrial match at
Watersheddings the home of Oldham
RL Ldub. For me this was the next step
in ajourney diat had started six years
before when my father and my school
master Bert Causey decided that Iwas
going to be aRugby League
International pkiyer preferably at left
centre three quarter.
Seven days passed and Iwas playing for
the "A” team on the turf at

Watersheddings and having agood
game; after the match Isigned a
contract ;md became amember of the

Oldham playing staff,
and Imade my debut for the Oldham
first team against Wakefield Trinity and
scored ahat trick t.if tries from the left
wing ;md then for the next twelve years
1had the prix'ilege of repre.senting the
town of Oldham in one of the best
teams ever to play the game of rugby.
Watersheddings with its pavili on,
stands and nigby post was just rhe
backdrop for agroup of people who
helped to formulate my character aird
enrich my life to ait e.xrent that 1could
never have imagined all those years
ago. Players like Billy Mitchel, Harrv’
Ogden and Bryn Goldswain and many
others who looked after me on the field

i-

f.
f

w h o w e l d e d1

One week later

across my mind as
little piece. Not time to mention them
all but they are there and remembered

with deep affection.
Watersheddings is aplace almost on
the moors with aclimate that many
said was worth six points start on most
Saturdays, but to the visiting fans there
was awarm welcome f rom rhe

knowledgeable Oldham supporters who
saw them as our guests. Yes it was
people not things that create the
memories, ordinary folk who loved
their team and gave it tlieir unsrurted
suppor t .
Watersheddings may be about to
disappear but Isay thank you for the
memories that other people can only

coached me off the field and directed
mv life as we: B e r ta s m y g a m e .

Summerscales asecretary who made
about .AScrooge look like acharity worker

when it came to paying oitr exiienses.

d r e a m

A l a n D a v i e s



T h e C O P E R A T I V E B A N K

Business customers who care

Time to change
your business banking?

If you don't get asatisfactory service from your suppliers, you
stop dealing with them.
Why should it be any different for your bank?
At the Co-operative Bank, we have built our reputation on
the provision of quality service to our business customers
and underpinned this with afull range of products and
services and acommitment to continuous innovation. We

are the only bank with afull telephone banking service for
businesses and atrue sense of social responsibility which is
reflected in our Ethical Stance.

No more than you should expect from afull service clearing
bank with assets of £3.5 billion and established since 1872.

If you are experiencing poor service, change to The
Co-operative Bank, abank that cares as much about your
business as you do.

For more information contact

the Business Direct Team on 0345 215215



j W a t e r s h e d d i n g s
A s p e c t a t o r ’ s
PERSPECTIVE

Micl iael Turner

of date. Ir i.s ever>'one sdesire that
the tragedy of Hillsborough should
never be repeated and one can
therefore see the arguments for the
switch to all seurer stadia, but
likewise the horrors of the Bradfiird
C'iry fire were equally distressing
when the trapped sjsectators were
seated in the main .stand. 1htive
stc'od tin the Watersheddings
Terraces for 35 of my 41 years and I
for one regret the trend ttiwards all
seater grounds, however if the
disasters mentioned above arc
eradicated by this itinovation, I
would be happy to concede the
point .
To finish on ahapp
the Roughyed/Bears supporters
Watersheddings will hold more

W'agstaffe, Jonn- Parkin, Jim
Sullivan, Lewis Jones, Neil Fox,
Alex Murphy, Malcolm Reilly,
Ellery Hanley, Martin Offiah, Paul
Newlove, to rutine hut afew.
Au.stralian legends Wally Prigg,
Clive CfhuTchill, Reg Gasnier, Mai
Meninga have donned the greetr
anti gold shirrs to be greeted hy the
cheers (and btios) as rhey emerged
from the Watersheddings tunnel.
Nt) doubt the fondest memories
will be reserved for the Oldham
favourites and here again, with no
^articular person'al preference are
3Ut afev\’, Arthur Lees, Herman
Hilton, Sid Ri.x, Fred Ashworth,
Bryn Goldswain, Frank Pirchford,
Btih Irving, Marrin Murphy, Andy
Gotidway, Marrin Crompton...
In recent years, if opposing teams’
comments are ro be believed, the
ground became sttmewhere to he
feared, especially if the match was
to he played under floodlighrs.
Likewise in these days of media
labelling and pigeon holing
“Shedding.s” has become the target
for the most hostile of comments
from almost ever>- quarter of the

No doubt after the
I’s demise the attention will

s
1 nice the opening match

against Swinton on
September 28rh 1889,
Watersheddings has been
the focal point for Senior

Rugby Football v\-ithin the borough
of Oldham.
Opened as it was in the late
Victorian era, the famous old
g r o u n

f

l a s e n d u r e d u n t i l n o w

while the world, the game of Rugby
and fortunes of the Oldham

club has been subject to
tremendous change...
The great Rugby divide of 1895,
when 22 of the leading northern
dubs (with Oldham very much ro
rhe fore) first embraced
professionalism, with broken time
payments. The heady days of 1905-
1912 wlien the club assembled a

of “all stars’’ that were

{

IL e a g u e

rnote for alll e

I than anything... memories. Bnow
covered pitches with rhe straw
piled round the perimeter wall,
unexpected defeats and shock
victories. Like all grounds
Watersheddings has had its fair
.share of high drama and for every

lection of Paddy

1
I

t e a m

regularly amongst rite honours. TTie
struggles and turmoil of the first
World War period whetr, in 1917,
the club had to cease operations for
the only time in its history due to
the fact that sti mairy of its players
were away fighting in the forces.
The Gup .specialists of rhe 1920’s.
The fmtastic enterrainment seiwed
up hy the great team of the mid ro
late 1950’s. The introduerton of
floodlights in 1965. The up and
downs of the last 20 years as the
dub has struggled through severe
financial difficulty, still to emerge
among rhe game's elite and secure a
place in “Super League’’.
.... and all the while
Watersheddings has been “home”.
The rurf has been graced by ALL
the Rtigby League greats! Harold

I
!
I

j o y o u s r e c o i
Kirwan’s last minute winner again.st
Wigan in 1987 rhere will be a
memory- of an equally dramatic
disappoinrmeirt. Older supporters
may recall (I can’t) Brian Sevan’s
heartbreaking interception in 1954.
One thing is for sure whenever
Watersheddings is mentioned it
will instantly bring to mind
Oldham RLFC ;md that Ls just how
it should be.

t :R L r e u i a .

g r o u n t

he turned elsewhere, Wilderspool
perhaps, or maybe WhelJon Road
or The Boulevard. Time will tell,
hut prejudices aird sentimentaliry
aside Watersheddings was always
one of the best grounds for viewing
aRugby League match from the
ter races. However i r now seems
that RL fans have ro fall in line, as
the men in conm>l tell ns that
terraces are unconifortahle and our O F
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F r a n k S t i r r g p
T h e W i z a r d f r o m O z

(well Leigh!)

the travelling, working int's ironic that I

should he writing this
as an ex Oldham

player on the last
match at

Watersheddings with
Swinton as opponents, as I
could have ended up an ex
Swinton player.
When Iwas playing for
Leigh and not catching a
regular first team place, I
wrote to Salford and
Swinton for atrial and

only Salford replied. 1
played 3trials and Iwas
signed on. Iwas happy at
Salford and had aregular

,first team place, hut
Oldham convinced me that

my career was with them.
My move to Oldham for
the first few months was
with mixed reservations.

Iwas having problems with
my knee and Istill hadn't
been selected to play.
On top of that there was

the building trade all day,
then having to catch abus
to Manchester then across
to Victoria Station for a

train to Mump Bridge,
another bus to the ground
and then the training. Plus
the return journey and that
was at least twice aweek.
O f o r a S P O N S O R E D

c a r .

The day Isigned for
Oldham, Bert
Summerscales took me to
lunch then to the ground.
Iknew right av'ay this was
it, this was what Iwanted.
My move to Oldham was
the best move Iever made,
Imade alot of friends, and
have some good memories.
1wish Icould do it all

again. Thanks to Oldham
s u p p o r t e r s .
Y O U W E R E F A N TA S T I C

My only wish now is to see
Oldham a t WEMBLEY.





„ . , j . M e d I o c k
BuiWmgCo.yL i m i t e d
T H E B R O A D B E N T G R O U P o f C O M PA N I E S

Medlock have supported Oldham
for many years and are pleased to
be involved in the last match to be

played at Watersheddings.

However, we look forward to the
future with confidence and wil l

continue to support Oldham at
Boundary Park and beyond.

The Right Choice



The ea r l y days !
These two rare photographs give us a
nostalgic look at Watersheddings

Above:
Watersheddings
actio?i circa 1898 ■
note the ref
dressed in bowler
and overcoat!

Right: The curliest
view of
Wotersheddings
looking towards
Waterhead Park

i . ' i

from Herbert
St ree t , Th is
picture is thought
to have been taken
very early in the
first season of
1889.
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T h o s e b r i l l i a n t
T W O A N D A B I T

y e a r s !
Tony Borrow reflects on the time
he spent at Watersheddings

when we signed John agroup of
spectators pulled me o\'cr and
enquired whether he knew who his
father was. Within thtee games
johnny was their hero.
While sorting the first team out we
did not neglect the ‘A’ team. We
made apolicy decision to try to
sign the best youngsters, many of
whom have gone on to play witlr
other Super League teams.
As the saying goes, no-one can
take away the memories of those
brilliant two and ahit years. We
had more success than any team
since the legendary 1950’s team.
We won promotion to the First
Division, w'on the Premiership
Di\’ision Two, reached the semi¬
final of the Challenge Cup (believe
me, it was atry) and the final of
the Lancashire Cup. Not had for a
gang of Roughyeds!
Idon’t think anyone w'ill forget the
home comings to Sheddings after a
big game. Spectators packing the
car parks and Club, even on the
Club roof just to meet their heroes.
Ihave had some good receptions in
my time hut nevet better than
Oldham. The spectators must rate
with the best in the game. At that
time we were averaging about
5,500 spectators per game and we
used to get 2,000 watching the ‘A’
team on aFriday night.
“Great days” and Ican say, with
hand on my heart, the day the
rowers that be pre.ssed the panic
rutton was one of the saddest days
of my life.

pottering about in the garden,
there w'as anip in the air but the
sun was shining when 1received a
phone call from the secretary Anita
to enquire whether Iwould like the
groundstaff to clear the pitch or
just the lines of snow. Thinking
she was joking Isaid just clear the
lines. Not taking Anita seriously 1
dressed in my brand new hla:er, a
pair of light slacks and apair of
leather shoes. The drive into
Manchester and up to junctitm 17
on the M62 was quite pleasant,
then the sky started to turn grey.
By the time we artived at the
ground there was at least 6” of
snow as 1stepped out of the warm
car. 1remember thinking “What
on earth have 1done coming to a
place like this”. Now 1can honestly
say that was “shock” because from
then on it was without doubt one
of the happiest times 1have spent
in my 34 years in Rugby League.
The D i rec to rs a t t ha t t ime were

jimmy Knox, Greg Pache, Dave
Gardner and Harvey Ashworth,
what agreat gang! jim Knox was
the Football Director. He was the
one 1mostly dealt with and 1must
say it was apleasute to work with
him. We would sit down for hours
discussing how to strengthen the
team, using limited resources. We
signed unknown players i.e. Beefy
Newton, Duncan Platt from
Widnes, Shaun Allen from St.
Helens, Gary Hyde Castleford,
Richard Russell from Wigan, Brett
Clark and then magnificent John
Cogger from Runcorn. 1remember

yfirst experience of
Wutersheddinp was in
1962 playing for St.
Helens; it was an ‘A’
team game on acold

and wet Saturday altenroon in late
November. If my memory' serv'es
me right we won with the odd
point hut to be honest 1was glad to
get off that freezing mud heap. My
thoughts go back to the first game
at Oldham as Coach, It was a
Sunday Morning and I
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J o h n E t t y -
Dewsbury, Batley, Oldham,
Wakefield, Yorkshire and
B r i t i s h E m p i r e W i n g e r o f t h e 5 0 ' sI ■

V " '

; F r

ft.iresight to consult senior
players in the formulation and
planning of especially set
moves, breeding proficiency
and cooperation producing
spectacular try after spectacular
try. Contrary to modem
thinking in respect of the
fitness of teams from bygone
eras, our team was fir -very fit!
!- we played upwards of 40
games aseason, did not have
the benefit of substitutes and
full time jobs to hoot!
The Chronicle writer of the

never have so few

had the pleasure and
privilege of being one of
the few league players
fortunate enough to win
every domestic medal that

the game of the 50's had to
offer. With the exception of
that elusive Challenge Cup
(and of course, the Yorkshire
Cup) most of these were with
Oldltam's crack team of that

era. Watersheddings was my
hetme for 4seasons and Irecall
with excitement thttse

spectacular games played there.
Iparticularly appreciated the
closeness to the pitch of the
Watersheddings supporters and
their continual encouragement
to the players (especially the
Wingers).
Di.scipline, fair play (!),
sportsmanship and team work
forged the success. Ivividly
remember shivering at my first
mid'Januar^’ training session -
mind yttu Iknow
Watersheddings is high on the
Pennincs hut the players at my
previous club Batley, were
nicknamed "The
Mounta ineers ! " . Coach Gr i f f
Jenkins had the sense and

t i m e w r o t e

provided so much pleasure for
'it was an honour to

f r o n t o f t h e O l d h a m
s o m a n y

play in
spectators and in later years, to
be nominated to the Bears
" H a l l o f F a m e " .

Iwill be at today's game and
look fetnvard to future regular
trips from my Fleetwood home
to cheer on the Bears at
Boundary Park.
NB John's superb new hook
"John Etty -ARugby League
Winner" is now available from

the Bear's shop in Spindles
shopping centre.
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Y o g r s t r u l y
S C O R E D A L L

T H E P O I N T S
The memories of Dick Cracknell -sometimes goalkicker
also Huddersfield, Oldham, Yorkshire and Qreat Britain Winger

they paraded their full compliment
of overseas players, Cooper,

memories -our 9-2 defeat of St
Helens at Watersheddint>s in 1955
-yours truly scored all the points
'atry and 5goals (Bernard
Cianley was out injured!) and our
15-4 home win against the crack
Huddersfield side of 1954-

Extremely gratifying as
t h i s m y fi r s t

game against my
c l t i h s i n c e

admit to finding it difficult
in selecting the most
memorahle moments of my
time at Oldham as
collectively it was By far the

most memorahle period of my
career. There are though
two matches for

I Dever '̂, Hunter, Hentierson etc...
Conversely there was also the

The 5-3 defeatdisappointments,
at Leigh in the 1955 Challenge
Cup 'normally we would have

11 20 ro 30 points and did
soon after in aleague match!
Terty O'Grady scored acracking
try that day, and 1missed the
conversion -if B.G. had played I
am sure we would have won. For
me though the biggest
hearthreaker was this time at St
Helens in a1958 league match.
We were in front for most of the
game until aSt Helens field kick
settled over our try line. Frank
Pitchford played the hall dead
literally seconds before Alex
Murphy cheekily touched the hall
dowai. Quite amazingly Referee
Ron Gelder awarded atry!
Murphy did not complain hut the
Oldham players did -furiously. 1
have nev'er forgiven Ron Gelder

t r o t t e d

for that mi.st;ike.
Itfs fttrewell to Watersheddings hut

he be,St ofthe memories live on.
luck to the Oldham Club and

.supporters and all the Iresf for the
Bears at Boundary Park.
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F r o m W i l l i a m
O l d r o y d & S o n s
(glgeyard)
T O W a t e r s h e d d i n g s
Ray Hicks

In 1977 Igot the dreaded letter
from Watersheddings telling me

eta ined fo r t he

glucyard in Widnes down the East
turn right upto the

Las Vegas of the North Oldham &
Watersheddings, I’ve never looked
back since.
Alec Gtvvons was my first coach
“come on me fifty bobbers” he
would say.
Leaving Watersheddings for the
“early bath” happened at the start
of my second season. Iwas
suhstitute for the Charity Cup
game against Blackpool Borough.
Refereeing the game that day was
the famous WHTliompson -Billy
to most. Icame on as substitute 20
minutes into the second half and
was sent off within the minute
without even touching the ball.
We still reckon it was the quickest
sending off ever, but at least the
bath water was nice and clean!
Afew years later Watersheddings
was playing host to the Ausr^lian
Tourists. Iw’as picked to plamirop
agmst Arthur Beetson. 1th^k he
got wind of it and cried off!
los but put up an excellent
pet brmance going dowm narliwly.

yfirst taste of
Watersheddings was
while 1was supporting
my home town team
Widnes in the mid

sixties. In .Vpril of 1968 it w’as to
be my first taste as aplayer. Tire
game was die Amateur Lancs Cup
7 - . j a l .
Dutton Youth Club (Widnes) v
Oldham St Maiy’s unbeaten in 94
consecutive games, they didn’t
make it 95. Don’t need to tell you
w h o w o n .

After the game 1w^as approached
hy Derek Foy tin Oldham scour to
have trials, Iagreed and the
following evening 1was playing for
die ‘A’ team at Know'sley Rd. It
was the last game of the season so 1
WiLs invited for pre season training
follow'etl by acouple of trials held
on die now disappeared training
pitch. Iwas offered terms and duly
signed on 30th July 1968. Percy
Carter and Bert Jones represented
the club.
From here on in it started from the

M Rd and. ^ a n c s

was not being r
forthcoming season -generally
being known as “scratched off” 9
years down the line farewell us a
lonely sound.
“Wlio said Iwanted abenefit.”
]returned to Watersheddings afew
years later playing for Saddleworth
Rangers in die Standard Cup Final
heating arch rivals St. Armes,
1returned many times after as
coach for Saddleworth Rangers. In
fact 3years on the trot as losing
finalists to St. Annes on each

F i n

o c c a s i o n .

My final return was as acoach with
Swinton with the dynamic duo Jim
Crellin &Ray Clark, my many
visits since have been as a
.spectator.

Looking fi^
and all tĥ
a l i e a d . T

!vard to the new .season

iompetitive challenges

(jooJ luck to all./ e

Ray crones the whitewash
against Saints in 1,975 ,:
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The OLDHAM
P I E E A T E R S
Trevor Hey wood unearths some memorable
experiences of times spent at Watersheddings.

aiid who promptly declared it the colde
place on e;
soup, gratefully received had tiiem tliawing
o u r .

oall Supporters. It is both a
pleasure and aprivilege lo he
given the oppornmity ro
look hack over the 25 plus

years IIrave bee

e'^it h . ,)t hotiwever afew cups

t i
In general Iwill remember the Sundays,
arriving at the ground at approximately
12.00 noon to prepare soup ;md coffee,
warm the pies ready for the first of the
spectators to arrive. By 4-30 p.m. with feer
aching, we would stand and wonder how
we had managed to prepare and .sell the
1000 plus pies and numerous pans of soup
and pots of coffee in such ashort space of
rime. The opposition, fire size of the
crowd, die weather, it did not seem to
matter, the orderly queue.s, die order for
half rime (how many grounds could you do
rhar) eveiy home game wa.s the same.
My overall lasting memoiy; of

rersheddings will not he of individuals
or garae.s played, it will be of the colleagues
Ihave worked wirh, some sadly no longer
with us, of the Supporters and of die iitany
friends and lastjjig friendships Ihave made
during my association widi the Supporters
C l u b .

To all players, past and present, Idrank you
for the memories of games both won and
lost. To all patrons of the canteens 1drank
you for your support over rhe yetrrs, atrd
iriiiy 1a.sk of you jusr one question!
“Who ate all the pies?”
Thanks for rhe memories.

I Ti n v o l v e d

with the Supporters Club and .select some
We would

stand and

wonder how

we had

managed to
prepare and

sell 1000

plus pies and
n u m e r o u s

pans of soup
in such a

short space of
t ime

memories Irom tire past.

It is difficult to reflect on games played at
Watersheddings as most of you will be
aware we saw very little home games when
operating dre catering, and Iaiir sure odrer
more dLstinguisheJ pensomrel writing this
brochure will bring hack more memories,
than 1can remember. However on a

playing front, alasting memory will he of
the okl Colts teams, which included Andy
Goodway, Terry Hanagan, Mick Worall anc
Ray Ashton, all of whtira went on to
represent, die club along with Des Foy on
the 1984 British Lioas tour of Australia.

Ihave no doubt that we all have our own

recollections of rhe 1987 Challenge cup tie
against Wigan on acold February evening,
when the cup favourites came ro town, and
left consigned to afirst round
following Paddy Kirwaii'.s last minute try,
and Mick Burke goal. My memory is
standing at the Canteen doorway watching
the many Wigan supporters leaving rhe
ground with the look of total disbelief on
dieir faces at what had happened not 5
minutes before.

Another game that stirs alew memories is
the match against the touring Australians
in 1986, who arrived at Watensdieddings
with their travelling band of .supporters.

t o :

i

W

lefeat,

»

T R E V O R H E Y W O O D

t r e a s u r e r

Oldham RLFtYSupporrers Club N D
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Farewell , old fr iemd
A N D T H A N K S

F O R T H E M E M O R Y

By Roger Halstead (Oldham Evening Chronicle)

The seventies was notable for the

loyalty shown by so many players to the
club that gave them their big chance.
For almost adecade any Oldham team
began with the big three bdurphy,
Elliott, Larder. Hooker Kevin Taylor
svas another long-server.
The eighties produced the fruits of a
successful youth policy and ateam built
around Andy Goodway, Mick Worrell,
Terry Flanagan, Ray Ashton and Paddy
Kirrvan. Goodway was to leave for
Wigan before Oldham got the best out
of him, but it didn’t stop ateam
bolstered by two young Australians,
David and Glen Liddiard, reaching the
1986 Challenge Cup semi-final.
Other semi-finals were to follow, bur
two of the most memorable matches of

always aseason’s highlight.
ARochdale victory was rare, but to a
wide-eyed youngster brought up on the
wide, open spaces of the Athletic
Grounds it was always fa,scinating to
visit compact Watersheddings, with the
splendour of its Victoriair pavilion, its
two-tier Ilutchins Stand, the close
proximity of the players and the chap in
the white coat who walked around the

ground selling Uncle Joe’s mint balls.
We usually watched Hornets take a
beating from the old “E” Stand. Little
did Iknow' that, adecade later, 1would
be sitting on the “po.sh” side of the
ground reporting Oldham’s games for
the Chronic le.
You don’t cover aclub for alocal

newspaper for Hyears without having
some affection for the place. In 1964,
when 1started, it wasn’t the

t M E . M B b R

this day, December 29th
1996, because Rugby
League in Oldham will
never quite be t l e s a m e

The Town will never be the same again.
Like the cotton mills, Tommyfield i
Platt brothers, Watersheddings will he

nd

confined to the pages of lootl history.
Tho.se who fool its pa.ssing wi i i a v e

to the golden
days of chiklhood. Tliey will recall
memories stretching r

happy times .spent on the terraces with
loved ones who first intniduced them to

ro the Ciklham team...Rugby Leai
and to Watersheddings.
They wi f lave private memories of
Mums, Dads, aunts and uncles... of great

that period at Watersheddings were the
1987 first round win over Wigan in the. ■
Paddy Kirw'an match and that nerve-
tingling game against the Australian

,tourists. 1can still see Colin Hawkyard
racing away to score after ascuttering

big crowds.game.s, brilliant playei
kxttball spccial.s, straw around the pitch

Watersheddings we know' today.
There were no floodlights, no .social
club and no dressing rooms in the
basement of the pavilion. But there
was astand running the full length of ,.break by Ashton and Worrail’s final
the popular side the best view on the ,
ground, the old-timers insisted and a
main stand that housed spectators from
pavilion comer right through to the
Waterhead Park end.

in winter, flar caps, schooipi
pants and school caps, and posters
oursidc the ,trround rolling potential
readers rhar the luitioniij

i n s h o r t

'ors had
rhe march.rhcii

Alink witli the wortdertiil days gone hy
! n a m e w r i t c i - s

pass. , .

Fans w’ill have their own .special
memories of aground that was to
Oldham what Thrum Hall was to

Halifax, what Station Road was to
Swinton or w'hat the Athletic Grounds
w'as to Rochdale.

Another link with the game’s glorious
past is soon to be lost for ever.
Farewell, old friend and thanks for the
m e m o r y .

will soon be severed. And if .supporters
link arms around 4.10pm today to sing
.'Yukl Lang Syire there will be many a

shed before the fans stream

away for the last time.
t i r

The Oldham team, Ifirst reported was
the one which reached the 1964

Challenge Cup semi-finals with men
like Frank Dyson, Vinnie Nestor, Geoft
Sims, John Donovan, Trevor Sirrims,
Len McIntyre, Peter Smethurst, Ken
Wilson, Harry Major, Charlie Bott,
Stuart Whitehead and Dave Parker.

My early memorie.s of Waterslieddings
to the mid-fifties. CA)minggo h

from Rochdale, Iwas aIInmets fan and

'FIk' short trip to Oldham
mes, complete with red.

ami scarf, wa.s

proud of it.
for derby g;

R O G E R H A L S T E A Ddand blue huh c;w h i r



O L D H A M F C W h e n t h et i

t e a m s

V stepped onto

the field a

hearty cheer

was set up.

S W I N T O N K

Match Report for the first ever match at Watersheddings played on September 28th 1889-

efforts to get ;i\v;iy triim the p:jck. llie
Suintun Ixicks once more got rlie 1'hII
juntutgst them ai\d some near I'assing etuibk J
Batrersby to gel

srrugeling Nol.in gi't away ^]uite neatly in a
Jodyw manner, hut was brought doun in
central territory .ind the Swmton forwards
again Witrked their way through the
scrimmage and got down to the (')ldham
quarter-tlag. Some loose w<>rk next ensued
our of which the hail was brought and Rumhy
quicklv picked up and threw to Marslt who
trmsferred to Valentine then having no
difficulty in getting in. Paul negotiating a
goal.
"Mac' ' kicked out and areturn w.i ' m.ule to

Wa lkden who a lknved
himseit to be tackled with

the hall, the result being
that aminor was recorded

for the visitors. L^uicklv
following upon this
Swin ton mn in ano ther

tiy. Valentine, .ifter some
good passing, receiving the
hall and planting if over
the l ine. Paul on this

occa.sion failing to
improve upon the point.
On resuming Hurst was
noriceahle with agood run
to cen t re . A f te r th i s

Walkden was called upon
to relieve the line and
W h i t t a k e r a n d M a l l a l i e u

disringuLshed themselves
by executing adribble up
the Swinton l ine where

some tough struggling was
.seen, the visitors eventually ea.sing I'ff ahit.
The home forwards htnvever returned to the
attack and for some time play was carried on
inside the Swinton quarter-flag. Scrimmage
after scrimmage was fought and there .'^eemed
just achance that Oldham would .score.
Such was nor to he and the hall was kicked to

Walkden who again caused disappointment
by not getting without the ball.
Tl\e fight was now conducted in the C')ldham
ground until "Mac" relieved with ajudicious
kick and \)C'liittaker made some splendid

r ^he opening cif the Oldham
FiKithail Uround on Sarurdav was
an event which was taken

advantage t'f by alarge numi'er
of people who assembleil to

\vimes.s the encounter betw’cen the Swinton
ream and Oldham.

The number of .spectators on the ground
when the kick off ttnik place would prohahly
he about 7,000 and the game was watched
with keen interest. The ground is well set
out and there will be every
chance of witnessing brillLmt
play, when the weather
permits. Ckmrrary to
expectation the weather was
pretty good, very' little rain
falling during the afternoon,
the field i)f play bcii\g in
capital condition,
in>twithstanding the
enormous amount of rain

that had fallen during the
week.

When the teams stepped on
to t!ie field ahearty clreer
was set up. The Oldham
men appearing in their new
jerseys, namely red and
w h i t e . A f t e r t h e

preliminaries had been
arrat^ed by the team
captains it was found that the
home ream had lost the toss

and "Mac" had the honour of

setting the ball in morion on the new ground
for the time. Murray replied and the
CMdham skipper returned the ball, the first
pack being fonned in the visitors’ tê Titô ^
Nolan quickly set to work by trying to .steal
rt)und the scrimmage, the hall uIriraaro*ly
being worked by the Swinton forw'ardj; to the
Oldham quarter-flag. Stune of the hdme
fonvards caiive away with arush to the
opposite twenty five flag, hut the Swintonians
replied in asimilar manner. After some

I !edod ini n . w n e n i a m , s u c c « .

placing agoal.
Half Time falling due, the score beii

als -1try', Oldham nil.
half and Hurst

Swinton 2g
Rumhy '■tarted the second
failing lo return, the visitors forced atouch in
goal. Play wa> resumed in tiu* Swinton lialf
but it was of avery uninrere.^ting description
and mostly lay with rhe lonvanh, whilst tlie
work WU.S of a.scrambling character. 1lu*
Oldlvam forwards bore down towards the
.Swinton line,
Si>me good kicking and Moseley by sure and
strong tackling. Afree kick was secured by
the home team miJ much gn)und was gained
hut Marslt replied, Nolan bringing the ball
back only to be transferred by Valentine
the centrc'tlug. Whlrraker then got away ami
.seemcil sure of gaining the coveted tryy but
failed at the la-Jt moment, rite ball rolling

The whistle .sounding .shortly after
nging rhe game to aclose.

Tlte score being: Swinton 2goal
m ino rs t o O ldham 1mino r.
The Teain.s;-

OLl')HAM: Back WAl-KHKN. 1/4 Racks
HURST, McCUTCHEON, MOSELEY. 1/2
Backs NOLAN, THOMAS, b'onvardv
ARMSTRC)NG, MALLALIEU. BI.OMLEY,
MAYERS, NUHTALL, INtJRAM,
WOLSTENc:ROFT, ROBINSt^N,
W H I T T A K E R .
SWINTX'JN: 13ack MURRAY. V4 Racks
VALENT’INH, MARSH. BATTERSBY. 1/2
Backs BUXTON, BUMBY. Foiv^-ards
HORLET, C;LAYT0N, H0\XT:RD, MARSH,
LOK'IAX, ROTHWELL, JL\LL PAUL.
H O T C H K I S S .
Referee : Mr A .M. Crook

(Free Wanderers EC)
Report taken from rhe Oldham C-hronicle,
Monday Sepiemi:er 30th 1889.

O l d h a m .1 4 2
H R S r T K A M . , TtAil-

ClKkhulon.away Hollinuood i»t, a
ISwinloii, av.iy
jWarrington, home
illohrrriss ttt, a«

ished by‘Mac' ' heirSepi
j S S w i n i o n , h o m e
Ott. 5Warrington, at
1 9 M o r e c a m b t h o m e
1 ; L e i i e s t e t , h u t r t c
s 6 l . « c d ' V » r i , h O i u r c h ,
N o v . X W i d i i e s , h o m e

9 R o c h d a l e H r m ' e t i , h o m e ' R o c h d a l e H o m e u , a
kocliJale Raiigr i.h

73 Mat»c.hr-Jer Kangert, aIManthe»ier Rangth.h
jTylde.-.lev, away
I H u d i l e r n fi e l d , h o m e
S w t n t o n , h o m e
C h a d d e r t o n H m t r i , a

d i s t m L n i

, a y

» y

i l - e e d . P a r i s h C h . a
' W i d n e * - , a w a y

30 Iylde*Jc>-, home
I l e c j H u d d e r s fi e l d , a w a y r o

l a S w i n t o n , a w a y
2 1 C l e o l i h e a l o n . h o m e
- S A - . p a t n a . h . i m e

a n . t H c c i i m o t i H w i k e . h
i M o e s l e y , h o m e
■ I H r t p h u i
i fi T y l d _ '
7 < i r i a r h s k

J
jMossiet, awa>

Rangers, home KrighoU'C Ranger., a
away ! l l ' y l des tey, homed e $S'

Feb IBnchoose Ranirers, arllnghouee Rangtrt.h
SLeetl« Pari.h Chunh, a P a r i s h O i , h

1$ St. Helen- Rerreatuig. a{ChaddertonHimts 1Ji
39 Warrinpor., home iWarringioti, away
Mar. 1Manchester Rang, hManchester Rang, a
BHiidder-heid, home iHudiiervfield, away

IS RtKhdale Hornets, away iRoihdale Huniets, It
3 9 W i d n e s , a w a y
3 9 M o s s l e y, a w a y
31 St. Hclef. Recreation, h

A p r i l 4 K e n d a l , l i i i i n c
SMorecatnhe, away
7Carlisle, away
Hon. Sec -Mr^Sam Taylor, Derker, Oldham.

T>re..ting
R e d & w h i l e , ( i r o u n d - W ,

b
I T \ - - 2

W i d n e - i h o m e
.Mtssley, home
R « h d i 5 e R a

n U .

H u l t m w - n o d i - t , h

P a r i l i o t . g r o u n d . C o l o u r * —
slitddiugs.
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S t r a n g e j o u r n i e s
D O W N M E M O R Y L A N E

From over the hill to the end of the world -Bob Irving

!p. Evenfually 1buy my ovni car which
means Ican now travel to Oldham for

otlrer purposes than training. On
several occasions the team was invited
by Chief Constable Palmer to enjoy the
hospitality' of the police social club.
Hie local lads always seemed to get
salely back home without having to
ilrive but obviottsly.such ho.spitalitv did

nSeptember 1964 as a16 year old
A.N. Other trialLst with Oldham,
living in Miidd
daunting aspect was the travel to
and from Watersheddings. 1was

totally dependent on Frank Dyson the
I'liiyer coaclt who also lived in
Huddersfie ld .

Being amechanic Frank was really into
cars and in the

I ield, the nio.st

V - ,

not extend to that journey i.iver the
tops. However Iwas offered avacant
cell if Iwas ever stuck. Some weeks

later havirtg-skidded on black ice and
leaving tire road, 1vowed not to risk
that journey again in such bad
conditions. .Anorhe-r social evening
later at 130am on afoggy freezing night
Ipresermed myself to the desk sergeant
at police-HQ. Fatmnately my
misgivings were banished on being
greeted by Walter .Alcock who was
always at the turnstile on match days
and was akiiwlly soul. He found me a
vacant cell and gave me acouple of

jj blankets. At bam 1was awakened by a
screaming officer who was throwing out
the pretious night’s drunks. My
prore.stations were ignoreil and he
obvioitsly did not ftillow rugby because
Bob Irving meanr norhing ro him.

fPerhaps he was aRochdale supporter.
1le physically miUi-handled ine out of
the stariitn and onto the frecting street.
Idecide ro make that journey again.
Tire (tld pavilivin w'irh its lights bluing,
Mrs Wood making the after training
butties, little jimmy wisecracking with
the lads as he htmded out the newlv

ixties the

.Mini was all the rage. Tire ultimate
Mini was the Cooper Sbut Frank only
had the ordinary mini but drove it as if
it were aCooper S.
Tuesdays imd Tltursdays training meant
aijiiick dash from work to meet Frank
in Iluddersfiell town centre to start our

joumey. Although only 161 was quite
well made and Frank in his sheepskin
coat was quite asice too, so we were
really squashed in
we took the Stanedge or Nont Sarahs
route was purely academic since both
were unlit, foggy with sheer drops from
the roadside, nie only way of knowing
whether w'e were still on the road was

by bumping into the .sheep. Wlien the
wciither was really bad Frank would
slow down to 50 mph frtjm his usual 1
90 mph, side window open (I think it

give us abit more room), fiig in
mouth, one hand on the wheel, nose
against the windscreen, frantically
wiping away the condemsarion. Frank
pntbably rhtnight my silence was dut' To
voiitliful shyne.ss hut in truth Iw'as
numb witli fear. Lifting sheep off the
bonnet was better than any tackling
practice.
Tile worst journey of all in tho.se days of
limited motorways was Workington
Town away. Saturday bam -get out of
hod. 6.15am -walk to bus stop. 6.30 -
bus to Huddersfield town centre. Tam -
meet Frank. Sam -team coach leaves

Waterslieddings and proceeds ro
Bolton-le-Sands, picking up players

la¬

t h i s M m i . W l t c i h c r

T l > r

/ U '

along the way. 8.30am -realise Ishould
not play cards with seasoned
professionals. 8.35aiu -lost last week’s
winning p;iy so might as well have a
nap. 10am -arrive Boltoii'Ie-.Sands for
Breakiasr. Mid-day -arrive Royal Oak
Keswick for steak and egg lunch.
2.30pm arrive Workington wishing I
had not eaten all that food. 3.00pm
kick off. 3.01pm hit by Ihian Edgar
and the Martin Brothers (wish Ihatl
never got out of bed in the first place).
7.00pm 'Wake up in Ambleside at
dinner. Cannot eat mixed grill, two
teeth missing. 7pints and as many
hours later crawl back into bed.

washed kit and polished hoots. Sergeant
Walter on the gate greeting players ;uid

:ors alike with fatlierlv.spec

protection, the buzz of the crowd, the
banter in the bar, were yesterday’s
rewards at the journey's end and today’s
happy memories. Thank you to
cveri'one who made it so.

"■ ' L E £ N D
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Lansdowne
Roof ing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates bought and sold
Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up and deliverec

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

Lansdowne Road, Chaddertan, Oldham 0L9 9EF
Telephone: (0161) 626 0896 and 627 4231

Night: (0161) 633 4252



B e a r s ' H e r i t a g e
C O L L E C T I O N

Areminder to supporters that there is currently an exhibition of the club's
heritage at Oldham Museum and Local Interest Centre on Qreaves Street.
As part of "The People's Exhibition" this will run until the end of May.

Admittance is free!
Also, within the Rochdale Road reception area of the Civic Centre are

colourful display cabinets plotting the history of Rugby Football in and around
the borough. Obviously, this area is open to the public and they are well

w o r t h a l o o k .
B R I A N W A L K E R

educational system.
The football played at Rugby
School in the early days had
flexible rules. Any number of
players could take part and the
objecti\'e wa.s to score goals by a
place or drop kick. Passing and
running were virtually
unknown. Games might go on
for up to five days! H-shaped
goal posts were used from the
s t a r t .

take 3months to learn the
niles!

It took the next 40 years or so
for simplified, disciplined rules
to evolve and for the sport to
take agrip nationally. In 1871
the Rugby Football Union was
fonned in the same year the first
International England versus
Scotland was played. By 1874
local teams Oldham Borough
FC, Oldham Juniors, Oldham
Hornets, Oldham Rangers,
Werneth Rangers, Crompton
FC, Royton FC, Glodwick FC.
Mossley and the 31st Local Rifle
Volunteers were amongst the
others, in existence.
The game was of course 15 a
side Rugby Union!
T H E F O R M A T I O N O F

T
H E B I R T H O F

R U G B Y.
Games which
involved kickin;
catching or hitting

Li ball have been played
throughout histoiy. Rowdy
ft^rms of football, without rules

;or afixed number of players,
were popular in Britain during
the Middle Ages. Tlie game
was discouraged by the
autltorities as it often ended in a
free fight and was hiumed for

'long period between the 14fh
and 17th centuries.
Although many of these early
sports had something in
common with nigby football,
the game’s real roots are in tire
19th century public schoirls and
at Rugby School in particular,
where team sports were
assuming new importance in the

O !

It is generally believed that
William Webb Ellis was the

first person to catch the ball
(which was allowed) and run
with it in his hands (an
innovation) during agame of
football at Rugby School in
1 8 2 3 .

E A R L Y R U G B Y I N A N D

A R O U N D O L D H A M
When in 1830 Tom Brown

O L D H A M F C

After ameeting at the Prince
wanted to play football at Rugby Albert Hotel, Union Street
School he was told it would West, Oldham FC was formed

W U



T h e a r t
O F R U G B Y
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in Soptvmher 1876 with
headquarters at the Black Swan
Hotel, Bottom 1.)' Th’ Moor.
The litsf match rook place on
21st October -v-Stalyhridpe
on aground at the rear of
Glodwick Spinning Companies
Mill with the players changing
at the Shakesphere Hotel,

|Glodwick. The word ground is
loosely used as this was no more
than afield with neither stand

or terracing -admission was free
and the Treasurer struggled to
meet expenses by taking
collections at each match. In

those days the playing kit was
amber and black and on one
occasion, the Team played in its
Oldham Club Caps!
Aptogressic-e Club, C'lldham FC
was the first Lancashire team to

play away to aYotk.shire Club
when they rra\-elled

Wakefield in 1877.
In 1878 the Club moved to

Clarksfield to share aground
with Oldham Cricket Club. A

ttoUiriously sloping playing area,
the C21ub though had at least
the benefit of aPaN'ilion

depicts the Roses March played
on 25rh November 1891 at
B r a d t o r d ’s P a r k A t ' e n u e

Stadium. It tvas the work of the

celebrated portrait artist, W.B.
Wollen, R.A., and was the first
to be exhibited at the Royal
Academy in Londtm in the
summer of 1895 shortly before
the momentous events which
tote the world of rugby asunder.
No-one knows who
commissioned Wollen to create
the image but the painting now
hangs at Twickenham, a
somewhat ironic setting as the
game between Lancashire and
Yorkshire embodied most oi the
problems with which the Rugby
Football Union was struggling
t o c o m e t o t e r m s . H e r e w e r e

many of the game’s most
prominent players, participating
in the most fiercely competitive ,

i

although during one period, the
Team changed at the Friendship
Inn at Mumps and transported
to the ground by bus.
On 21st November 1878

Oldham played probably the
first ever Club game under
electric lights -imly partially
succe.ssful!
In March 1889 Oldham

[?.

I
defeated the Maoris at
Clarksfield. Many of the Maoris
played in their bare feet causing
anew rule to be introduced

baniring this lack ol' apparel.
T H E A R T O F R U G B Y
This atmospheric paintinsa

T



T h e m o v e t o
W A T E R S H E D D I N G S

match of the rushy calendar the Rushy Cluh in 1922.)
before ant;t.s.sj\-e crowd of paying The first game on 28th

Septemher 1889 w;\s lost toc u s t o m e r s .

Featured in the portrait are Swinton before acnnvd of

Oldham players Sam Lees (17), appro.ximately 7,000.
Bill McCutheon (9) and Abe Introduced for the finst time at
A.shw'orth (2) whit had just been this game was Oldham’s red and
sold to Rochdale Hornets. white hooped now witrld famous
Yorkshire won the game 11 points s t r i p .

Around the turn of the centuryto 3.

T H E M O V E T O Werneth FC opened its new-
ground at Sheepfoot Lane (nowW A T E R S H E D D I N G S

Oldham Athletic’s Boundary ParkIn 1880 Oldham Cricker Club
vacated the Clarksfield Stadiunt Stadium), Oldham FC playing
ha\-ing secured the lea.se on land seveml ‘A’ Team games on the
ill asmall hamlet called new ground.
“Knuckett” Watersheddings. By 1906 the “Line Out” had
Here it pro\'ided cricket, how-ling disappeared, the “Play the Btill
and tennis facilities. ex'olved and teams dow-it from 15
In 1889, under the guidance of to 13 players. This w-as now' the
Official, Joseph Platt Oldham FC new “Letigue” game. It wtts at
joined the Cricket Cluh as around this time that Oldham

tenants ;it Watersheddings. (Tltis Rugby Union Club w'as formed
land ntuallv purchased h\ pnthahly by traditionalists whiw a s e v e



L O C A L L Y
M A N U F A C T U R E D

R A D I A L F I T
C O U P L I N G B O LT S

F O R M A R I N E
A N D P O W E R
I N D U S T R I E S

W O R L D W I D E

Pilgrim
I N T E R N A T I O N L

Pilgrim International Ltd.
Ripponden Road, Oldham, England, OLl 4SB.

Tel: 0161 624 8005 Fax: 0161 626 4945



N O R T H E R N

ONION &
ni .1 J O S E P H P L AT T■f*

was one of rhe leading figures in
die quarrel with the RFU over
payment to players for time lost
at work.
Platt represented Oldham at the
famoiLS meeting at the George
Hotel in Huddersfield, which led
to rhe formation of the Northern
Union 'which we now know as
the Rugby League.
He was elected as the first

secretaire It was aposition he
was to hold for 25 years, during
which time he laid down die

had supported and perhaps
helped organise the earlier
evolvement of Oldham EC.
1 8 9 5 - T H E F O R M A T I O N O F
T H E N O R T H E R N U N I O N
F O O T B A L L L E A G U E

OLDHAM played amajor role in
rugby’s great division 100 years
ago.
For 19 years, from its formation
in 1876 to 1895, the club was a
member of rhe English Rugby
Football Union, but as early as
1890 allegations of
professionalism were being made
against it.
Tlie Lancashire committee
investigated Oldham’s
recruitment of players from
Wales, including Swansea three'
quarters, Dai Gwq'nn and Bill
McCutchcon, but found no case
t o a n s w e r .

The case was later re-opened and
further investigated by a
committee of the RFU, meeting
in Manchester. For asecond time

the charge against professicmalism
Iagainst Oldham was held to he

rmsubstantiated.

The authorities proved
nothing but only five years
later Oldhamer Joseph Platt,

Ialready aclub official for 15 years,

foundations of the game we know
today, and was also involved in
the promotimr of rhe first touring
team from New Zealand in 1907-
0 8 .

Of all the men of Oldham who.!V
!!

have played great roles in the
development of the game at club

can matchleague level, fewo r

the contribution of Joseph Platt.
He was the game’s anchor man -
some would even say its first
father figure -at atime when the
battle to establish the code in the
North w’^as at its fiercest.
Afarmer’s son, Platt w'as a
s u r v e y o r,
director of

aspinning
c o m p a n y

N D
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that he was aprofessional in the
fullest sense of the v\'ord.
For the first three seastms the
most aplayer could receive was
six shillings amatch.
There were 22 founder clubs:

Hunslet, Tyldesley, Huddersfield,
Halifex, Batley, Wakefield, Hull,
Bradford, Widnes, Manningham,
Leigh, Stockport, Warrington,
Liversedge, St Helens, Wigan,
Brighouse Rangers, Broughton
Rangers, Leeds, Rochdale,
Runcorn and Oldham.

Twenty clubs attended the
historic meeting. Stockport and
Runcorn did not, hut .sent
telegrams of support and were
voted in.
Salford, Swinton and Dewslmry
were admitted ayear later.
T H E E A R LY C U P K I N G S
In 1899 Oldham FC achieved

their first major triumph when
they were the first Lancashire
Club to win the Challenge Cup
defeating Hunslet at the
Fallow fîeld Stadium, Manchester. |
Arguably, Oldham’s most
successful (and entertaining)
team was the crack outfit of the
period 1905'1911. During this
period Oldham were ne\’er out of I
the League’s top 4'twice
winning the competition and

and managing director of afirm
running theatres in Oldham.
There is apopular belief that he
was amember of the family
which ran Platt Brothers, hut that
is not the case.
Oldham members voted

unanimously at ameeting in the
Temperance Hall, Horsedge
Street on July 25th, 1895 to
support the action of the
committee in joining the rebel
clubs.
P lans

By this time Watersheddings had
been open for six years. It was
soon to house one of the
Northern Union’s founder clubs.

On Thursday, August 29th, 1895
Platt attended the Huddersfield

breakaway meeting, at which
ivjrthem clubs decided to push
forward immediately with plans
to establish payment for bona fide
broken rime.
They made it clear, however, that
they were against out arid out
professionalism -and they stuck
to their principles when Smith, a
Salford player who had been
suspended by the Rugby Union
for professkmlism, asked the rebel
group ferr permission to play with
t h e m .

They rejected his request, ruling

■
1
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Rogghyeds !

selected for England -v-
Ireland at WKalley Range,
Manchester.
With the fonnation of the
Great Britain team in 1905
obviously, the pinnacle tif
achievement was to pull on the
red, white and blue jersey! 40
Oldham players have since
carved their and the Club’s
name with pride.
T H E 1 9 5 0 ’ s F AV O U R I T E
Probably the most fcmdly
remembered team ever to wear
the club’s famous red and white
colours, the side of the mid to
late 1950’s captured the
imagination of the Oldham
public with their exciting style
of fluid, open Rugby.
With match'Winners scattered

throughout the side, the crowds
turned up in their thousands to
cheer on the “Roughyeds”.
Tlte 1954'55 .sea.son saw the

ct>nsecutive final appear;mces
was not broken until the recent

domination of Wigan.
Oldham, despite near misses
have unbelievably never been
to the Challenge Cup final
s i n c e !

Come the day!
P L A Y I N G H O N O U R S

Over the years there has been a
tremendous amount of Oldham

representation in both Union
and League representative
teams. So many Oldham
players have been capped by
their Counties. England,
Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Great
Britain, Other Nationalities -
even the Cook Islands.
It all started with Oldham’s

only e\'er England Rugby
Union representative, Abe
Ashwor th in

Ox”, not long recniited from
the local Metssley Union side '

appearing in 5consecutive
Championship finals. Arecord
(shared by Huddersfield) still
standing to this day. During
this period 1906-1909 the
Team won 60 consecutive
matches at Watersheddings.
Between 1924 and 1927
Oldham appeared in 4
consecutive Challenge Cup
finals. Tire first played at
Rochdale was lost to Wigan
before chaotic crowd scenes.

Wigan player, Johnny Ring
diving under apatrolling police
Irorse to score atry! In the
second final, Oldham beat Hull
K.R. at Leeds losing the third
to Swinton at Rochdale.

Revenge was gained though the
following year. This time
Oldham beating Swinton at
Wigan in the first final
broadcast live by the BBC
Radio. The record of 4

1892. Abe “the



D O N U T M A G I C
The Greatest Tasting Donuts in the Worldly

OPEN
FOR THE GREATEST TASTING

CAPPUCCINO IN OLVNAM

mny down to claim your two

F R E E
CINNAMON DONUTS

1iMHUM
The Greatest Tasting Donuts in the World!

^ ^

Upper Matt, Spindles Shopping Centre, Otdfiam
(Next to the bisne^ Store)
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World Cluh Championship and
jetting off to Australia in mid-
season to fly the flag for Britain
against Adelaide Rams aitd
Western Reds of Perth.
The C'ildham Cluh last won a

major trophy nearly 40 years
agtt, hut directors, coaching staff
and players are determined to
go all out for glor>' in 1997,
starting with the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup at the hegirating
of the year.
Tire game of nighy league has
changed beyond rec(.)gnition
and so has the Cduh. Rut some

cluh denied twice at the final

hurdle t)f major competitions,
firstly to Barrow in the
Lancashire Cup Final and then
the Clrampionship Final on a

soaked Maine Road

helping to pioneer the
breakaway movement that led
to the birth of Rugby League,
Oldham RLFCd is still among
the sport’s front-runners as a
founder member trf Super
League.
Tire borough cair be proud of its
rugby league heritage... and
proud of the now-named
Oldham Bears who will be

competing in 1997 on the
world-wide stage and in hill
glare of satellite television.
On the domestic front they will
be flexiirg tlreir muscles and
testing their skilLs against big-
city clubs such as Bradford
Bulls, Leeds, London Broncos,
Paris St Germain and Sheffield

r a m

(Manchester City FC) pitch to
Warrington.
The cluh then entered its most

successful post-war pericrd with
the Lancashire Cup being won
in 1956 and retained in 1957
and 1958. The Lanca.shire

League title w;rs alscr secured in
1956-57 and 1957-58.

The 1957 Championship Final
at Odsal Stadium, Bradford was
the zenith of achiev'ement for
the club in this era when Hull
were defeated 15-14 before the

largest crowd ever to witness an
Oldham ntatch -62,217.
T H E B E A R S T O D A Y

More than acentury since

things never change... like the
town’s support and best wishes
as the Bears reach out for the

millennium on aglobal playin
field.Eagles.

Internationally, they will be
the new 22-cluh Roger Halstead.c o m p e t i n g i n

1
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Mark Welsby
Andrew Craig

Gavin Price Jones
Greg Pearce

Simon Ashcroft
Mart in Birket t
John Gunning

Mark Sheals
C a r l M c C a h e

Tony Barrow
Leo Casey

Colin Armstrong
Les Holliday

Mark Riley
Jim Evans

Steve Gihson
Wes Rogers

Dave Hart i l l
Ta l i t e L i avaa

Chris Diamond
Davide Longo
Shaun Casey

Paul Atcheson
Scot t Ranson
Darren Abram

Paul Topping
Afi Leui la
Francis Maloney
Martin Crompton
Ian Gildart
ohn Clarke
ason Temu
oe Faimalo

Gary Lord
David Bradbury
Mike Nei l
Paul Davidson
Chris McKinney
Robert Myler
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OUR THANKS GO TO THE OLDHAM CHRONICLE FOR THE USE OF THEIR PHOTOGRAPHS
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No more do we swear at Stand Corner,
Our heads are bowed quite low,

Cause Bob our friend has passed away
At Watersbeddings in the cold, cold snow.

On Sunday the groundsman found him.
And tried respiration to give.

We heard Bob say in avoice so low.
Leave me here, Idon’t want to bloody well liveU 1 )

And so they have buried him, under the posts.
Quite near to the Penny Rush Stand,

With aphoto of Alan Davies on his chest.
And aWembley ticket clutched in his hand. m

CUP DEFEAT!” circa 1950’s
Remembered by David Whitehead

u

O l d h a m B e a r s v B w i n t o n L i o n s

Special Souvenir Brochure
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